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Why is Church Membership
Such a Big Deal?
By Pastor Lucas Proeber
Christians have been meeting together as publicly identified groups
for ages. Even in the first-century, churches were known by the city in
which they gathered—Corinthians, Ephesians, Galatians, Romans, etc.
Even inside those cities, smaller groups gathered in houses to worship,
pray, and fellowship with each other. These houses appear to have been
well-known in the greater Christian community (Acts 12:11-12; Romans
16:3-5; and Colossians 4:15).
Believers have continued the trend of meeting
together in identifiable groups. Individuals come
together under one name by formally becoming
members of a church like St. Paul‘s. Whether they
realize it or not, people do this to take part in
blessings such as gathering with other Christians
to 1) regularly hear the Word and, thus, grow in
faith, 2) join in public confession and absolution,
3) partake in the Lord‘s Supper, 4) create and build relationships with other Christians, 5) engage in service for the church and the community, and
6) have personal pastoral care at their disposal. I wrote about these blessings in the October newsletter.
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While I could expound on these blessings (and more), I think thoughts
like these will always be around: ―Why is membership such a big deal?
Why does it matter whether I‘m on a membership roster here or at the
church where I grew up? Membership doesn‘t add anything to my spiritual
welfare.‖ Maybe you‘ve thought at least one of these things before; perhaps you‘ve had someone share such sentiments with you. Either way, I
hope I can shed some more light on why membership matters.
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Continued on pg 2
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Continued from pg 1
Perhaps you could think of church membership like going to see a doctor. Your name might be on the list of
―patients seen,‖ but how long has it been since the doctor has actually seen you? How well can he do what he‘s supposed to do if you‘re not coming in regularly? I‘ll grant that you might be able to go your whole life without physicals and annual checkups; but, would you know if something is wrong without those regular checkups? What about
when you hit a bump in the road of self-care and you‘re not sure what to do next?
WebMD and Google are great, but they‘re search engines, not people who care about you. Wouldn‘t it make
sense to have a relationship with a doctor so that you can trust he‘s going to do what‘s best for you when you‘re in
need? Plus, such a doctor can equip you to do certain things that will help you better handle the unexpected turns of
life.
In the same way, someone might have their name on a church membership roster—they‘ve been seen in the
past at this ―spiritual clinic.‖ But how long has it been since the last visit? Can I, as a doctor of souls, assess and care
for them adequately if they aren‘t coming in for regular, weekly checkups at worship and Bible class? I‘ll grant here,
as well, that some might be able to go through life without being an active member of one church or another; they
can administer spiritual self-care throughout their whole lives; but there will almost certainly come a time when selfcare isn‘t going to cut it. Every Christian (myself included) will, at some point, be at a loss as to how to handle what
has come into their lives.
Wouldn‘t it make sense to have a relationship with other Christians who might be able to point out some blind
spots that would have otherwise been missed from God‘s Word? I‘d love to regularly lead as many people as possible to the ultimate Physician, Jesus, so that He can use the scalpel of the law to expose sin and bandage up wounds
of guilt and shame with His forgiveness.
A doctor can‘t see someone‘s heart without an X-ray or other scan. But he knows the signs that tend to lead to
heart trouble: poor diet, lack of exercise, and other unhealthy habits. Likewise, I will never claim to know
someone‘s heart; that‘s only something God can know. But, God also tells us in his Word that there are certain things
to watch for that would give us an idea of what‘s going on in someone‘s heart. This is why we do our best to track
worship attendance, follow up on those who are absent, keep track of
contact information, and communicate the constant need for being
connected to God‘s Word through the ministry of a church.
So, if you know someone has moved out of the area and is still a
member of St. Paul‘s, please let me know. If you have a child who is
attending college out of state, please let me know. If you know someone is regularly attending another church, but is still considered a
member of St. Paul‘s, please let me know. Even if you, as a member,
aren‘t able to worship in person, but regularly tune in via TV, website,
or Facebook, please let me know. This kind of information helps me
ensure that people are being cared for in the best possible way.
I don‘t have to be everyone‘s spiritual doctor—again, that‘s God‘s
job; but I do want to make sure as many people as possible are receiving the best spiritual care that is available to them. I, along with the
Board of Elders, do that best when we know who people are and
where they are. Membership surely doesn‘t get you into heaven; but it
matters—because it helps you stay connected to the One who opened
heaven for you.
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New Event for Kids by Laurie Meister
St Paul‘s will be hosting a Christmas for Kids event on Saturday morning, December 7th. While we warmly welcome children and grandchildren from our
membership, we also hope to reach unchurched families of our community.
Christmas for Kids will provide a safe, fun environment for parents to leave their
children while they complete their holiday tasks; shopping, wrapping gifts, baking, etc. We are purchasing a curriculum from Northwestern Publishing, ―Jesus the Savior is Born‖, which will make
it easy for anyone to help conduct this fun event. Volunteers can help with advertising (social media & posters distribution in the community), food preparation and service, registration/welcome, child care, crafts or games.
Please contact any member of our Children‘s Outreach Ministry Task Team if you would like to join in the planning
process or help on the day of the event. Also, if you have a heart for sharing the good news of Jesus while working
with children and young families, please consider joining our Children‘s Outreach Ministry Task Force. Members
include Pastor Proeber, Emma Schroeder, Janet Heister, John Melso, Kent Schroeder, Linda Pollnow and Laurie
Meister.

Ark Encounter Trip Planned
St. Paul‘s is planning a trip to the Ark Encounter and Creation Museum
for June 2020. We wanted to announce this early enough so you may
start planning. The Ark Encounter is a museum and theme park near Cincinnati that features a life-size Noah‘s Ark. The Creation Museum explores creation science with stunning exhibits, dinosaur bones, fossils,
botanical gardens, a planetarium, and more.
The bus leaves St Paul's on Thursday, June 4 at 7:00AM and returns on Sunday, June 7 at 1:00AM. The trip includes bus fare, two nights at the Hilton with free breakfast, tickets to both the Ark Encounter and the Creation Museum, and one planned meal at the Ark Encounter. Pricing varies from $255-$450 person based on child, adult, and
senior rates, as well as number of occupants in a guest room (max 4). More details will be distributed via your
mailslots. Remember to budget for additional meals, snacks, and souvenirs. Children under the age of 12 are not
permitted as this is 9 hours on a bus both ways. There are only 55 spots available on the bus, so get your name on
the list by contacting Michelle Gear at 920.784.4643 or michellemgear@gmail.com.

Bake & Craft Sale by Jan Peronto
Are you getting ready for winter? Do you crave a warm bowl of homemade soup while struggling to ward off
the crisp, cool autumn air? Are you looking for a handmade gift for a family member for Christmas? Your one stop
shopping begins at the annual Willing Workers Bake & Craft sale! Pick up a friend and rush over to St. Paul‘s cafeteria to enjoy a cup of coffee, fellowship, and shopping from 9:00 AM – Noon on Saturday, November 2nd or after and
between services on Sunday, November 3rd. Pick up a pumpkin pie to serve on Thanksgiving. Pick up a couple
frozen apple pies for $11 each to store in your freezer
for when that unexpected guest arrives around the holidays. Pop it in the oven for 90 minutes and you have a
homemade dessert! From aprons to bookmarks, crafters have been busy making just the right gift for you,
too. Spread the word!
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Honoring Veterans by Principal John Melso
On Wednesday, November 13 at 9:00 AM, the students and staff of St. Paul‘s Lutheran School will host a Veterans Day Ceremony to honor our veterans for their service to
us and our country. The willingness of our veterans to put themselves in harm‘s way to
protect the freedoms we cherish is worth our gratitude.
If you are a veteran, we hope you will be able to attend our ceremony. Our nation
owes you our thanks. We truly believe our students have a greater appreciation for the
sacrifice of veterans when they can put faces to the men and women to whom they owe
that thanks. By attending, you give us the opportunity to do just that.

The 7th &8th graders often
have “hall activities.”

If you are not a veteran, we hope you will join us in honoring our veterans. We also
ask that you help us identify veterans to whom we can send an invitation to our ceremony. Please provide that information to Mr. Melso by hand written note, email, or by using the link at www.stpwr.weebly.com. You can also help promote our ceremony by
picking up a flyer from the church/school office and sharing it with the community.
This year‘s Veterans Day Observance will include a tribute to veterans called America‘s White Table by Margot Theis Raven. The students are also writing letters of thanks
to be sent to veterans.

From the School Board by Andy Reitz
The 1st & 2nd graders
made maps of their
neighborhood.

After more than 3 years of dedicated service, Mr. Jonathan Blum stepped down as
the chair of the Board of Lutheran Education in September. When you next see Jon,
please extend every gratitude to him for his faithful service to this important ministry.
The current board members are Mr. Billy Aumann, Mr. Martin Obsuszt, and me.
Over the coming months, we are going to provide a short bio on each of the school
board members so you can get to know us all better. In addition, we are looking for a
few more members to serve on the Board of Lutheran Education.
We meet once per month, typically on the first Tuesday of each month, at 6:30PM.
As the new chair of the board, I want to remind everyone that our meetings are open to
the public and we welcome your attendance. Over the next few months, we‘re going to
be developing a list of projects to tackle and will be assigning committees to tackle each
specific area. If you feel called to serve in a short-term capacity with a specific objective, then I‘d like to hear from you.

Recess!

Finally, please keep the entire student body, parental body, school staff, and your
school board in your daily prayers because we all appreciate your support and encouragement.

Left: The3K-4th grade saw "Spookley the
Square Pumpkin” at the Wisconsin Rapids
Performing Art Center.
Right: Mikayla & Lexi observe plants
in science class.
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Volleyball Wraps Up by Mr. Randy Pahl
On Saturday, October 6th, another successful St. Paul‘s volleyball season drew to a close with the annual Ateam tournament held up at Northland Lutheran High School. Seventeen young ladies in grades 5-8 took part in
our program this year. Per usual, they did an outstanding job of representing our school – congratulations girls!
Of course, none of this would be possible without our wonderful volunteer coaches: Ms. Rachel Haugly (and
Athletic Director), Ms. Jessica Kruger, and Mrs. Jan Peronto. Be certain to share a big THANK YOU with them the
next time you see them!!
Also, we were blessed by the extraordinary efforts of the following folks who donated their time and treasures to our program: Mr.
Todd Ferkey (referee), Mrs. Kristie Schroeder (spearheading concession stand) and Mr. Al Verjinsky (purchase of food). And, finally,
through the generosity of all of the above, we were able to raise
over $330 dollars for our athletic program in just two home games!!!
Thanks again to everyone involved as we look forward to another successful campaign in 2020!

What’s Up at Northland? by Mike Anderson
The Northland Lutheran High School delegates met on September 17, 2019 at the school. Numerous talking
points were shared with the delegates. One of the first items on the agenda was a tour of the school to showcase
the improvements done over the summer months. Most of the classrooms have new furniture, courtesy of Northcentral Technical College‘s recent replacement of their furniture, which enabled Northland to purchase pieces for
$1 each. Fresh coats of paint and rearrangement of furniture have created new learning spaces to encourage collaborative study. Northland‘s current enrollment is 62 students.
From the Mission Advancement team came news that $306,000 has been donated to debt reduction so far with
a 40th Anniversary Year goal of $1,386,000. Please prayerfully consider how you can help our high school achieve
this ambitious goal!
The Communications Team reported that they are working to build a strong support network within the
alumni of the school. They are also working hard on recruitment efforts and plan to build stronger relationships
with each of the six Christian Day Schools in the Association.
Operations reported that Christ Ev. Lutheran Church in Merrill has joined the Association. The challenges
NLHS currently faces are a need for a bus driver on the Wisconsin Rapids route and exploring options to bring
Christian education to the Rhinelander/Eagle River area through technology.
From the Finance committee came the news that last year‘s financial finished with a surplus of $1,800, marking
the 3rd year of an even or positive year-end balance. Also of note was the news that Dime and Dollar contributed
$130,800 to the school last fiscal year, an amount that exceeded the budget by $20,800! What a benefit this has
been to our high school. Thanks to those who donate to, and especially to those who work for, the store.
If you have any questions or would like more information about Northland Lutheran High School, please feel
free to contact Principal John Melso or any of the delegates to the Board.
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Where Is God When I Am Hurting?
The following is taken from a chapter of Professor Mark Paustian’s book “Prepared to Answer,” which is currently being
used for our Sunday morning Bible classes. It is an incredible source to help deal with the tough questions of life; the
question posed above is such a common one, I couldn’t help but share Paustian’s words with you. Please also consider
this an invitation to join us on Sundays in the cafeteria at 9:15 to discuss similar topics and read similar material. Books
are available for purchase from the church office for $17.90.
Many words have been thrown at the problem of personal suffering in an attempt to
make sense out of it. Precious few reach the people actually doing the suffering. Much
of what gets said in hospital rooms, such as, ―Maybe if you were right with God this
wouldn‘t be happening to you,‖ manages to make things worse.
At the exact center of the Christian faith, however, is an answer to another kind entirely.
Unique among the images set before the pained eyes of the hurting is that of Jesus on
the cross he chose to bear.
A trickle of red down the side of God‘s face.
The Lord Almighty come close enough, made small enough, to get hurt.
Where is God when I‘m hurting? Let all who ask that question consider the crucifixion of Christ—God drawn so near
to a suffering world as to actually ask the same question himself in the midst of unimaginable torment. ―My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?‖ He shared our flesh. He understands our pain. He saw the universe through blurring human tears. He even participated with us in asking, ―Why?‖
On a television drama called Judging Amy, a woman who has given up on God catches up with her friend on his way
into church. ―Come inside,‖ he says. But she stands on the church steps wanting to know why. When things don‘t
work out, when life hurts so badly, it just doesn‘t seem to make sense.
She pleads, ―I don‘t understand! How can you believe in him?‖
He fumbles for words. ―Sometimes you just have to give God the benefit of the doubt.‖
―Why should I do that?‖
So he talks about his baby girl, what it‘s like to hold her, what new thoughts come to him as he‘s looking at her.
―God gave me this child. There‘s a lot I don‘t understand. But I understand this.‖
I‘m walking my mind down a similar path, not remembering my own children but Isaiah‘s prophecy: ―Unto us a
child is born, unto us a Son is given.‖ I‘m thinking of one perfect boy born in Bethlehem—the first movements of
God, out of glory, reaching for a suffering world toward us and our pain in a way barren explanations never could.
God gave me this child.
I‘m thinking of him who did not deserve to suffer and all the reasons I do. I‘m letting the gruesome reality of crucifixion settle into my soul. What human sights and sounds would accompany the driving of nails through a human hand?
What was written across his face? I‘m remembering who this One is. I‘m turning the words over in my mind. ―I go to
prepare a place for you…‖
There‘s a lot I don‘t understand. But I understand this.
I don‘t give God the benefit of the doubt. I trust him outright. He won that much from me when he saved me. What he
and his powerful words accomplish in those who know Christ is the gentle turning away from the bitter ―Why?‖ We
learn to ask better questions, questions that point ahead and lead us through.
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―What good purposes can God be working out through suffering?‖ we ask, and the answers start to come. Suffering
reduces us down to our need. Pain turns our faces around if we had forgotten him. We grip the Word because we
have to…or is the deeper fact that his Word grips us?
―Our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.‖
It is glistening words like those by the Spirit of Christ that make all the difference. Without them we are prone to
make suffering a cause of bitterness and to give in to despair. When we embrace the Word of God and grip it with
all the energy that pain provides, we receive only good for all our tears.
We learn more of him and the mystery of his love when we are in the dark, when that Word is only light, than we
ever could in worldly daylight. I know that what I‘ve learned of Christ is worth suffering in every way. Faith refined
in the fire of suffering is better than gold. It‘s my ticket home.
Pain tells us that we aren‘t home yet. The aching keeps us from being satisfied with the world. We aren‘t in Eden
anymore, We won‘t be right until our feet touch heaven. Indeed, suffering has a way of keeping us awake and longing for the only things that will satisfy us, the one person, the only place. Until we‘re there, seeing him face-to-face,
we must groan our perpetual, inward, ―Abba.‖ ―Ah, Father.‖
He hears us. He is on his way. Then comes joy.
Consider how the exhilaration of the runner breaking the tape has everything to
do with the agony he endured as he ran. The joy does not come in spite of the
pain but because of it. That inseparable connection between pain and joy is
written largely in the beautiful fact of heaven. Heaven is a gift so vast and of such
a kind that it reaches back and redeems every last thing we endured. We‘ll call
it all joy as we stand in heaven and shout, ―God has done all things well.‖

Pain tells us that we
aren’t home yet.
The aching keeps us
from being satisfied
with the world.

The pain now is part of the joy then.
Further, confronted by suffering, we can learn to ask, ―What is my response?‖ Our faithful reaction to pain—we answer with trust and we answer with love—is the blessing otherwise unknown. When suffering poses the eternally
significant question, Is God worthy of my faith even now? all of heaven waits for my answer. I say he is. When I am
confronted, appropriately enough, with my small share of this world‘s pain, let me say with Christ, ―Shall I not drink
the cup the Father has given me?‖
―Drinking our cup‖ means more than grudgingly accepting our lives. It means befriending and embracing our reality—all of it—because it‘s from our Father, who happens to love us. ―Drinking our cup‖ means looking for the
unique potential to know God, to reflect him, and to be blessings in these lives we were given. Not different ones.
Our lives right now.
I take my first sips as I savor the memory of searching for Jesus in a lonely time, and I begin to understand the
strength that is found in weakness. I don‘t just make the best of it, but I am as thankful for the bad as for the good. I
look around and realize that not every life lived in this world includes a moment of finding God. Not every path ends
up in him. This one does…and I want this to be my life.
My cup overflows.
Finally, the pain around us provides the opportunities for us to respond, to be Jesus to hurting people, to cry with
them as he does, to love them as he does. It is never meaningless suffering when someone‘s pain hurts us too…and
we reach out a Christlike hand. We stand pleading on the steps of the church God bought with his own blood.
―Come inside.‖
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In memory of Thomas Kroll given by David
Smith and Wayne & Leanne Kolo



In memory of Jim‘s brother Roger M. Johnson, who passed away on July 13th, given
by Jim & Inge Johnson
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My Personal Ministry…
By Kent Schroeder
The life you lead is your personal ministry.
Everything you do is ministry – your ministry.



In memory of Bill Wittrock on his birthday
given by Elaine Wittrock

From your work, dealing with family, cleaning, cooking, shopping, going out to eat…
the list goes on is your personal ministry.
Your life is a ministry by the way you live
your life – how you manage everyday tasks,
how you deal with other people reflects on
your faith making it a ministry in a basic form.



In memory of Doug Martin given by Kathy
Jackson

―So whatever you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it to the
Glory of God‖ - 2 Corinthians10:31

Cheerful Givers

With this letter we are starting a dialogue on personal ministry
and how you can recognize your ministries and ways of improving your ministry. We are all co-workers for the work of the
Lord and we will talk about how to make the most of doing the
work the Lord asks us to do.

Catechism Corner
At birth what is wrong in our natural relationship with God?
Genesis 2:6, 17, 3:6 (When Adam and Eve disobeyed God‘s command and ate of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, they brought sin and death into the world.)
John 3:6 Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh. Whatever is born of the Spirit is spirit.
Romans 5:12 So then, just as sin entered the world through one man and death through sin, so also death spread
to all people because all sinned.
Psalm 51:5 Certainly, I was guilty when I was born. I was sinful when my mother conceived me.
Adam and Eve sinned when they chose to disobey God. Their sin brought them guilt along with many other consequences, including death. Because ―that which is born of the flesh is flesh‖ (John 3:6), their descendants have been
born with that sin and, therefore, are guilty and subject to death. Psalm 51 makes it very clear that at the moment
of conception in our mother‘s womb, we each became guilty of sin. The consequences of sin were devastating for
Adam and Eve. The consequences we inherit from them by birth are devastating to us also.
- Luther‘s Catechism
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In the Mailbox
October 5, 2019
Today marks 7 years that I have been living with ALS. Surely, this diagnosis is a death sentence and one I wouldn‘t
wish for anyone. Its path is cruel. This is the reality of ALS, but today I choose hope. I‘d like to share some of the
―good things‖ I‘ve experienced throughout my journey.


No pain! I have no pain and not a day goes by where I take this for granted. At every appointment I‘m asked by
the neurologist and his team if I‘m experiencing any pain. They tell me some patients do.



No bedsores! The fact that I‘ve been unable to move my lower body for six years and upper body for four, it
seems amazing that I haven‘t suffered any pressure sores.



I can still talk! So many of those affected lose that ability very quickly. It‘s a game-changer when that happens
and I am so very grateful to still have my voice.



A slower progression! My prognosis was better than most because of this, and I went nearly seven years without
any of the secondary compilations that can cause serious problems.



Technology! I can‘t help but think how isolated and lonely those before me must have felt as their body became
paralyzed, yet their mind remained vibrant and unaffected. What a difference the advancement in technology
has made for those of us afflicted today. I control my wheelchair with small movements of my head and now,
having lost that ability, I will ―drive‖ by blowing through a straw! I have Siri who texts and makes phone calls
for me, a computer eye-gaze system to access the web. I read e-books from digital libraries, shop online, play
Solitaire, access social media, email… the list goes on! I do everything any able-bodied person does using only
my eyes. I never feel alone!



Kindness and encouragement! The outpouring of loving concern I have received from so many good people
throughout the course of my illness has restored my faith in the good in this world like never before.



The true meaning of family! I have been blessed with a husband who willingly and patiently cares for me and
loving children who give of themselves to help us. I am so thankful for them and proud of the way they have
shown how a family loves and cares for each other.



Peace and contentment! Knowing Jesus as my Savior and trusting in His promises has given me ‗the peace that
passes all understanding.‘ My faith strengthens me and God‘s grace upholds me.

Recently, while watching ―60 minutes‖ I was touched by the story of Tim Green, a former NFL player who is also coping with
ALS. His positive outlook was inspiring. He also chooses hope.
For me, the final words of his interview summed it up best...
When people say, ―God bless you,‖ I say ―He already has.‖
I couldn‘t have said it better.
Sharon Baur

Thank you to all
of you for your
conc
for Danny when
his mom passed. It ern and love
was wonderful to
have you attend
the funeral. It m
eant a
All the cards &
letters were very lot to us.
much appreciated. Its beautiful
to be a part of th
e churc h and
school. The Lord
has blessed us w
ith special people
to be a part of.
Thank you
God bless you
Danny, Jason &
Marti

9

St. Paul’s Epistle

November 2019 edition

Non-Profit
Organization
US Postage
Paid
Permit No. 46

St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church
311 14th Ave S
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495-2402
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Phone: 715-421-3634
E-mail: churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
November 2019 edition

UPCOMING EVENTS

FAMILY FUN NIGHT

Trunk-or-Treat
Oct. 31 ~ 4:30-6:30PM

Thursday, Nov. 7
5:00-8:00PM

Bake & Craft Sale
Nov. 2 ~ 9:00AM-Noon
Family Fun Night
Nov. 7 ~ 5:00-8:00PM
Veterans Day Ceremony
Nov. 13 at 9:00AM

An informal night of games, open gym, & food.
Bring cards, a board game, or snacks.
Pizza served at 6:00

Pastor Lucas Proeber · 989-780-3184 · pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
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