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Where’s the Love
in Membership Decisions?
By Pastor Lucas Proeber
Over the last two months, I’ve been writing about some of the details
concerning membership. In October, I covered the benefits of being a
member of any church, especially one like St. Paul’s. In November, I put
forward some thoughts about why membership matters. If you haven’t
read those articles yet, please do so, either by contacting the church office
or finding the newsletters on the church website. This month brings the
third and final installment of this “membership series,” Membership Decisions.
Obviously, there are decisions—made by the assembled voting members of the congregation—which seem to decide whether a person is a
member of a church or not. Some might say, “That’s unfair. That should be
the person’s decision, shouldn’t it? That’s not very loving to decide that a
person can’t be a part of our family anymore.” On the surface, I agree with
you. But there are so many other things that play into such situations. While
I won’t be able to give every last thought or detail, I hope I can clear up
the purpose of making certain membership changes.
First, an honest question: Would it surprise you to hear that there are a number of people on our membership roster who have not been in worship for
five or more years? Again, how can a
doctor help someone he hasn’t seen?
There have been multiple efforts
made to reach all of these people; in
many cases, to no avail. No updated
contact information, no new phone
numbers, no indication that they even live in the Wisconsin Rapids area
anymore, let alone the state of Wisconsin.
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While you might think we’re trying to track down people to hammer them with the law and shame them for not
being in church, I assure you that it’s very much the opposite. As we go about trying to find people who are chronically absent from worship, it’s to tell them how much we miss them, love them, and want them to take part in the
blessings of membership. And, once we do get in touch with them, if they want to go to another church, that’s fine! I
would gladly facilitate a transfer to another WELS church. Or, depending on the church body, I would gladly grant a
peaceful release to someone so they could join a church of a different fellowship. As long as I knew that they would
be spiritually fed at another church, I would be content.
But what about when we don’t hear back from people? Is the loving thing to keep their membership “active” just
in case they come back? While I understand where that idea comes from (a good place!), I don’t agree with it. Because when we hold on to people who, by their lack of activity, have shown that they no longer want to be a part of
our church, we’re being dishonest—to those people, to ourselves, and to God. They aren’t members. By keeping
them on our roster, we’re claiming to be giving them the same spiritual care you receive when you come to church
week after week. I can’t say that about people who have consistently been absent from worship for a year or more.
So, ultimately, when we make a decision to remove someone from membership, isn’t it because they 1) are not
consistently taking part in the blessings of membership and 2) are not making every effort to stay connected to the
One who opened heaven? Are we not simply acknowledging the reality that, as far as we can tell, has already taken
place?
Make no mistake, I pray for these people to return to our midst. I pray that they are attending church elsewhere
and being fed the Word so that they would see Jesus and his love that he shows them at his cross. I pray that Jesus is
a regular part of their lives, even if St. Paul’s is not. I imagine that is a prayer that many of you share. In addition, no
one takes these decisions lightly. We wish there would be foolproof ways to stay in touch with these families and
keep them connected to their Savior. Should those we remove ever return, our collective arms are open wide, ready
to embrace them as family, like the father hugging his runaway son in Jesus’ parable.
I hope this helps. This series has been a prelude of sorts to some of the work the Elders have been doing and
will continue to do moving into 2020. Our hope is to celebrate a Welcome Home Sunday in the spring of 2020, in
which we hope to have 100% of our membership in attendance. It’s a pretty exciting goal, if you ask me! But, the
goal is simply that: a goal. We will not
remove people simply to reach a percentage goal. Goals do not serve as motiAll of us struggle with the first commandment. We don’t
vation for membership actions.
always fear, love, and trust in God more than anything
Regardless of how many members
or anyone else. How can we then hope that God will
we have on our books, Christ is still the
love us as his children, that he will listen to our
Lord of the Church. Because of that truth,
prayers, and that he will someday take us to heaven?
we can pray every day for God to bless
Matthew 4:1-10 (Jesus was tempted to put himself first, but he didn’t.
our efforts to reach the straying; for God
He put God first.)
to bring back to us those who have been
absent from worship; for simple things
Romans 5:19 For just as through the disobedience of one man the
like up-to-date contact information; for
many became sinners, so also through the obedience of one man the
God to always point us back to his cross
many will become righteous.
where he shows us his love, which is the
We are sinners who have heard the wonderful message that Jesus kept
ultimate motivator in everything we do,
God’s commandments in our place. Out of thanks to Jesus for saving us,
including making decisions about church
we turn away from our sins and want to obey God.
membership.
- Luther’s Catechism

Catechism Corner
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Advent Service Time Change by Pastor Proeber
How can we best serve the most people in the most efficient way? That’s really a good
question for any ministry. In some recent discussions regarding midweek worship times,
that question has crossed my mind a number of times. As of late, the 3:35 worship time
has been aimed at bringing school families into midweek worship—a wonderful goal!
However, that simply has not been the case. A small handful of families took advantage of
this opportunity; that includes members and non-members. I don’t think this service time
is serving our school families well.

ANGELS
PROCLAIM
Midweek
Advent
Services

Along the same lines, this service time does not allow for our teachers to finish their
after-school duties and take in a full worship service—something that is usually much
needed at the end of a day of teaching!

Wednesdays,
Dec. 4, 11 & 18

One thing that has been brought up multiple times against moving this service to a
later timeframe is the fact that many people do not like driving in the dark. Trust me, I
like driving during the day much better than in the dark. However, December in Wisconsin has a lot of darkness. Most days, a half-hour won’t make a difference in how dark it is
when you leave church. 4:30 and 5:00 will look about the same.

Supper served
4:45-6:00PM

It is my hope that we can continue to reach families; minister to our teachers, along
with those who might not get out of work as early as others; and serve those who prefer a
worship time that is not so late into the evening with a new midweek worship schedule.
Our “early” service will be at 4:00. The fellowship meal will be served after that worship
service until 6:00, with families able to sit and finish their food until the start of the “late”
service, which will stay at 6:30. This helps us maintain relative consistency with our Monday night services and other evening events.
Please share your comments, questions, or concerns with me. These things are certainly not chiseled in rock forever; neither are they chosen on a whim. I’ve tried to think
this through from multiple angles, while, at the same time, understanding that we can’t
make every last person happy. I hope this schedule will continue to serve you and many
more with the gospel message in the Advent and Lent seasons.

Advent by Candlelight
AN EVENING WITH ISAIAH
Sunday, December 8 ~ 5:30-8:30PM
This is a beautiful evening of God's word, music, dessert, and a fellowship to help every woman enjoy a happy and peaceful Christmas-focused on the true reason
for the Season. Join your fellow sisters in Christ on this
amazing long running tradition. Hostesses are still needed to make this event memorable. Please consider hosting a table! Please stop by the Welcome Center to sign
up to host or to participate. We hope to see you there.

Tablescapes from a
previous Advent
by Candlelight.
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School Honors Vets by Principal John Melso

Students, staff , and guests
thanked the veterans for
their military service.

On Wednesday, November 13, St. Paul’s Lutheran School celebrated Veterans Day
by hosting a ceremony to honor our veterans. The ceremony included patriotic songs,
the Pledge of Allegiance, a Gospel message from Pastor Proeber, prayers, a reading of
the Presidential Proclamation for Veterans Day, and a reading of the book, America’s
White Table by Margot Theis Raven. You may have seen the White Table display at
church that week. If you are curious about the book, you can borrow it from Mr. Melso.
Sixteen Veterans attended the ceremony along with many guests. The ceremony was a
wonderful opportunity for our students to show their appreciation to the men and women
who willing to put themselves in harm’s way to advance peace and freedom around the
world.
Thank you to all who attended the Veterans Day Ceremony. We also thank Pastor
Proeber and the students who participated in the ceremony: Rose, Mitchell, Dakota, Emma, and Riley. We thank Jan Peronto for providing decorations, and Jan’s granddaughters Caly and Kenlee for decorating cookies for the guests. Most of all we thank
our veterans for allowing us to thank them for their service.

Get to Know Your School Board by Billy Aumann
Hello everyone,

America’s White Table

There was time after the
ceremony for fellowship
and remembering.

My name is Billy Aumann and I am one of the four current members of the Board of
Lutheran Education serving the families here at St. Paul’s. I got started working in the
school system about 7 years ago when I was vice president and then the following year
president for my oldest daughter’s school in Mosinee, WI. After our move to Wisconsin
Rapids I found the calling to help serve here at St. Paul’s.
My wife Jackie and I have been married twelve years now and we have been
blessed with three amazing children. Kerrie is currently in Mr. Quint's 6th grade class.
Chloe is with Ms. Avery in 4th grade and I'm sure some, if not most, know my over energetic, always willing to help son Dax. Ms. Haugly I'm sure is pleased to continue working with him in her kindergarten room. We are blessed to have her help us with him.
My family and I are very involved with gymnastics. I also currently coach at Russell's gymnastics in Stevens Point, WI where all three of the children practice. Jackie
holds a spot on the booster club board for the gym helping with the day to day back
end side of the sport while I take care of teaching and mentoring the kids on the floor.
We are always happy to share and tell stories
about the adventures we have there, so stop us
some time and ask to see how they’re doing.
Please feel free to stop me if you have
questions or comments about the school. My
contact information is below if you feel that a
phone call or email is more appropriate.
Have a blessed school year,
Billy Aumann
#715-527-0605
aumann9916@yahoo.com
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Technology in the Classroom

Student Makes Honors Band

The school is in need of five
Chromebook laptops for instructional use. Eventually we would
like to outfit an entire classroom
with Chromebooks, but we have
an immediate need for five. Five
of our students have advanced math skills. The
Chromebooks will assist us in meeting their math
needs. They also give our upper graders experience
with Chromebooks which are commonly used in high
school. Many high schools, including Northland Lutheran, use Chromebooks on a 1 to 1 basis. We are in need
of $1,500 to make this initial purchase. If you would
like to contribute to this cause, indicate on your offering that the gift is for school computers. If you have
questions, please contact Mr. Melso.

Rose Paul, a clarinet playing 8th grader at St. Paul's, was selected to be one
of two band students representing
Northland's grade school band program at the WELS Middle School Honors Band Festival held at Fox Valley
Lutheran High School in Appleton, WI
on Saturday, November 16th. About a
month before, she received a packet of five band pieces
to learn. Then, last Saturday, she, along with 57 other 7th
& 8th graders representing ten WELS high schools spent
the day in sectionals and rehearsals. They ended the
day with a concert for friends and family. Way to go
Rose!

Our kindergarteners visit
the local hospital.

The 3-4 grade and 7-8 grade play indoor soccer.

The Christmas season can be hectic! Give yourself a few
uninterrupted hours of shopping, baking, or decorating
by dropping your kids off at:

SCHOOL
CHRISTMAS SERVICE
Saturday, Dec. 14
at 6:30PM
God’s great love for all
people was shown in
our Savior’s birth

SATURDAY, DEC. 7
8:45AM-11:45AM
They will enjoy a morning of FUN, CRAFTS, SNACKS, AND
MORE! Pre-register at www.stpaulswr.org (under events).
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Be Persistent
Often in our Outreach and Mission we lose focus, with the permission of NPH the
following article struck me with the message of who we are and what our work here
is all about. – Fred Camacho
“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t
he…go after the lost sheep until he finds it? Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep the house and
search carefully until she finds it?”
We live in a consumer-minded world. There are products and programs for
everything, and “you need to have it all” is what we hear, read, and see constantly. People are always looking for the next best thing. And all this stuff gets us focused on the results. Dieting products, exercise systems and equipment, household hacks-we want stuff that works and works well.

Use one of our Coming Events cards
Is that how we treat our “lost work?” “Fine, if Jesus says that he found me, made
to invite your friends to church.
me part of his flock, and enlisted me into his mission work for the straying and
lost, then just give me the latest and greatest strategy that is proven to work, and I’ll try to find some time.” Too often we look for results with a consumer mentality. Even for our spiritual lives, we want what will work. We want visible success.
Jesus does say that both the shepherd and the woman found what they had lost, and we rejoice that mission work
for the lost does actually mean that Jesus brings people into his fold. However, if we are just fixated on the results,
we are looking at the wrong thing. The results of gospel mission work are solely in the hands of God who gave his
Son to save us. We can’t influence the outcome of our efforts.
But we can work on our efforts. This is a valuable lesson that Jesus teaches us. As his children, God has put us into
his mission team. He has given us the powerful tools of his means of grace, the gospel in Word and sacrament. He
has sent his spirit to work when and where it pleases God. Our job is not to make certain results happen. Our job is
to go, to speak, to seek, to pursue – persistently! The “lost work” is not about the results but about the lost.
When God grants positive results to our work, we rejoice. When God sees fit to make us work a little more, we
rejoice in this gospel mission work that seeks the lost. It never stops being anything but an absolute privilege and
honor. Take a page from this parable and be persistent.
Lord Jesus, you have never stopped loving us and looking for the lost. Give us the same patience and persistence. Amen

My Personal Ministry…
The life you lead is your personal ministry.
Last month we introduced you to “My Personal Ministry” and how everything you do is
your personal ministry.
Now we are starting a dialogue of sharing our personal ministries. We ask that you think
about how the Lord has and is there for you. Then we will be asking you to share this to
help demonstrate how the Lord affects people’s lives. Watch for more on how to share
your personal ministry (anonymous of course) with other believers.
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Special Gifts and Memorials
Through November 17, 2019
Current
 In memory of Mitzi Casey given by Barb Manz,
Helen Dillingham, Carol Newsom, Jerry & Barb
Blum, John & Cynthia Paules, and Marilyn Foley
Cheerful Givers
 In memory of Mitzi Casey given by Ron &
Georgene Provost
St. Paul’s Student Assistance Fund
 In memory of Margaret Hafermann given by
Edna Haferman
 In memory of Mitzi Casey given by Edna Haferman
 In memory of Ruth Krueger given by her son,
Bruce Krueger
Christmas Decorations
 In memory of Janis Wills given by Kenneth & Betty Sherwood
Mortgage
 In memory of Mitzi Casey given by Mark & Hilde
Henkel and the Casey Family
Endowment Fund
 In memory of Mitzi Casey given by Mike & Judy
Anderson
Handbells
 In memory of Mitzi Casey given by Tom & Gayle
Bartlet

St. Paul’s Family
Christmas Party
December 15, 2019
2:00pm to 6:00pm
Sponsored by St. Paul’s Pioneers

Everyone is Invited
to JOIN us
Activities included are:
 Devotion
 Playing games with the whole family
 Christmas craft
 Decorating Christmas cookies
 An evening meal will be served

December 2019 edition

The Cranky Mom Fix
Saturday January 11, 2020 ~ 8:30am-11:30am
Ladies, if we’re honest with ourselves,
almost every mom knows she can go
from being kind to cranky in no time flat.
When we’re tired, busy, anxious, preoccupied—okay, so anytime, really—we
tend to default to snapping and barking
at the people we love best. But life
doesn’t have to be this way. With grace
and good humor, Becky Kopitzke shares
how to tame the “Momster” in all of us.
Tickets just $10 and includes a light
breakfast! Childcare is not available for this event. You can
purchase your tickets thru the St. Paul's Facebook page under events, (there is a small processing fee), or you can
make checks payable to High Gear Promotions for $10/
ticket-no fees apply, or pay cash to the church office-noting
The Cranky Mom Fix. Any questions, please contact
Michelle Gear at michellemgear@gmail.com or
920.784.4643.

A Scary Good Time
by Mr. Randy Pahl
On Sunday, October 27th,
our St. Paul’s Youth group gathered after church for a
little food, fellowship, and fun! First, the high school students waited patiently as Mr. Pahl returned with free pizzas, courtesy of the assistant manager of the new Kwik Trip
store located on Lincoln Street. Afterward, we discussed
future SPYs events for November and December including:
Bible study, service opportunities, and, of course, food!
Next, it was off to the Wisconsin Rapids Community Theatre
for a visit to “The Freezer,” where the actors did a spooktacular job of entertaining Pastor Proeber and Mr. Pahl (not
to mention the youth)! Another thank you goes out to Martha and Tim at the WRCT for their generosity as they discounted the price of admission for our entire group. And,
finally, it was back to school for a little free time in the gym
where volleyballs were “served” and a few rousing games
of lightning really “struck” home. In conclusion I guess
we’d have to say, “A good time was had by Pahl” - and
everyone else too!!!

7

St. Paul’s Epistle

December 2019 edition

Non-Profit
Organization
US Postage
Paid
Permit No. 46

St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church
311 14th Ave S
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495-2402
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Phone: 715-421-3634
E-mail: churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
December 2019 edition

UPCOMING EVENTS
Christmas for Kids
Saturday, Dec. 7 ~ 8:45-11:45AM

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
Dec. 24 at 6:30PM

Advent by Candlelight
Sunday, Dec. 8 at 6:00PM
School Christmas Service
Saturday, Dec. 14 at 6:30PM

Christmas Day Worship
at 9:00AM

Family Christmas Party
Sunday, Dec. 15 ~ 2:00-6:00PM

Pastor Lucas Proeber · 989-780-3184 · pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
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