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NEW SCHEDULE FOR FALL
By Pastor Lucas Proeber
There are a few minor changes to worship that the pastors and leadership wanted to make sure we share with you. The
first has to do with the schedules of the pastors from week to week. Since Pastor
Plagenz arrived, the pastors have been
sharing duties for Sunday worship—one
―presides‖ over the liturgy while the other
preaches the sermon. For the most part,
two people are up front during worship.
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NO MONDAY NIGHT SERVICES



Ride Share Program P. 5

The second scheduling change has to do with our Monday night
services. Beginning in September, Monday nights will not be part of
our schedule. However, we will offer Monday night worship again in
the summer months of 2023 (from Memorial Day to Labor Day). This
approach seems to fit the natural flow of the schedules of our members
and the community.



VBS Wrapup p. 6

ONE PASTOR LEADING WORSHIP
Beginning in September, we are going to transition to having one
pastor conduct the whole service each week. This will allow for a number of things to happen, including each pastor having the opportunity
to sit and worship with his family; each pastor will focus on the entire
service and should be able to connect different elements of the service together more so than is happening right now; on an ―off week‖
each pastor will likely be able to devote more time to other ministries
and opportunities that come up. On communion Sundays, both pastors
will normally still be available to serve the Lord’s Supper. There will
also be special services that both pastors will serve together (Easter
Sunday, Christmas Eve, etc.). We hope this slight scheduling change
will allow us to serve you in a more comprehensive manner.

Continues on page 2
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FAMILY BIBLE HOUR

Continued from page 1

Family Bible Hour will begin on Sunday, September 11th in between worship services, approximately
9:15-10:15. During that time we will have multiple opportunities for everyone in your family to spend time in
God’s Word.

For any who are concerned about not being able
to serve as many people by removing this worship
opportunity, remember that the fall, winter, and
spring offer multiple evening worship options
(Advent and Lent midweek, Christmas and New
Year’s Eve, etc.); plus, while online worship is not a
one-for-one replacement for in-person worship, it
can be of service for when someone’s schedule or
other factors do not allow for them to be in worship.
Add to that the fact that anyone, whether regular
attender or otherwise, can reach out to the pastors
at any time to schedule a one-on-one devotion and
private communion. We are more
than happy to serve you in these
ways.
We are also hopeful that Monday
nights would become available for
things like following up on worship
visitors, private counseling, offering
additional Bible classes, or spending
more time with family (not just for the
pastors, but for the accompanists and ushers
who serve on Monday nights, as well).
If you have any thoughts or questions about these adjustments, please reach out to either
Pastor Proeber or Pastor Plagenz. †

Teens and adults are invited to attend Adult Bible
Class which will meet in the cafeteria. This group will
begin a new study titled How the Christian Prepares
for Death. It will look at what the Bible has to say about
death, especially the death of a Christian. It will also
include practical discussions and plans you can make
for your own funeral. Contact Pastor Proeber
(pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org) for more information.
Children in 7th and 8th grade are invited to
attend Catechism Class which will meet in
the Bible Study Room in the West Wing.
See the Catechism Class article below for
more information or contact Pastor Plagenz
(pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org).
Children from 3K-6th grade are invited to
attend Sunday School where, along with
activities and songs, they will learn valuable accounts
and truths from the Bible tailored for their age. Classes
are divided as follows: 3K-K, Gr. 1-3, Gr. 4-6. Children
can gather in the Welcome Center as classroom locations are yet to be determined . Contact Darci Nowak
(darcnowak@gmail.com) for more information.
Bring the entire family to spend time in God’s Word
with your family of believers during Family Bible
Hour! †

CATECHISM CLASS BEGINS
With summer ending, Catechism Classes are
beginning at St. Paul’s. While Catechism Class or
Confirmation are never commanded in the Bible, for
centuries the Christian Church has recognized the
benefit of formal instruction in God’s Word. For the
young people grades 7-8 here at St. Paul’s, that formal instruction happens in Catechism Classes
where they will study the ABCs of the Christian faith
with their parents and pastors by their side.

Young people attending school here at St. Paul’s
will have classes included in their weekly schedule.
Young people attending public school will have classes Sunday morning during the Family Bible Hour,
9:15-10:15, beginning on September 11th. This class
will meet in the Bible Study room in the West Wing
Please pray for these young people as they formally study God’s Word in their continuing walk of
faith. If you would like to know more about Catechism Classes, please contact Pastor Plagenz. †
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A NEW SCHOOL YEAR
By Principal John Melso
The theme chosen for this school year is Be Strong in the Lord, based on Ephesians 6:10-17.
Chapel services on Wednesday mornings at 8:55 AM will be centered on that theme. Everyone
is invited and encouraged to join our students and staff in beginning the day reminded of the
strength we have through Christ.
We start the school year with 100 students in grades 3K-8. We have large classes in 3K, 4K,
and kindergarten which puts us on a path of potential increases in enrollment over the next few
years. We thank God for the opportunity to share His Word with so many of His little lambs.
St. Paul’s Lutheran School is always dependent on volunteers to help us in our ministry. A link to the
school’s Talent / Volunteer Form is found on the St. Paul’s website under the school tab (stpaulswr.org/school).
Please consider how you can help. The greatest help you can provide is to pray for your school staff, pastor,
parents, and students. Joining us for chapel services on Wednesday mornings is another important way you
can show support for your school. †

THE BELLS ARE RINGING!
By Staff Minister Randy Pahl
Exactly four months from the
opening bell until Christmas Eve.
―The opening bell?‖ you ask.
Well, I’m glad you did! Yes, my
friends, from the moment the
school doors open and the children hear that familiar ―ring‖ and
gleefully rush through the gates
on August 24th, we all realize that
the twenty-fourth of December
was just around the corner! ―So,
what pray tell, lies ahead between
now and then?‖ Say, you certainly
are rather inquisitive…I guess that
with the opening of school you,
like the children, are full of questions! Well, let’s pull back the
curtain and take a peek, good
Lord willing, at a ―few‖ activities
that lie before us…
SEPTEMBER – actually, we need to
step back into August and note
that the volleyball season has begun with a number of practices
having already taken place.
There are three home games on
Sept. 15th, 22nd and 29th all be-

ginning at 4:30 PM. If the opportunity presents itself, please come
out to support our girls! Meanwhile, on Saturday the 24th, a K8th grade cross-country meet is
scheduled to take place at
Sunnyvale Park in Wausau, and
there will be no school on the 30th
for professional development.
OCTOBER – volleyball continues
with home games scheduled for
4:00 PM on the 4th and 13th, and
then draws to a close with the annual Northland Tournament to be
held on Saturday the 15th. Also,
believe it or not, the end of the 1st
quarter takes place on the 26th of
this month, followed by the State
Teachers’ Conference in Milwaukee on the 27th-28th.
NOVEMBER – finds more conferences, as the parents and teachers
meet at the end of the first week to
discuss the progress of their children throughout quarter number
one. On the 9th a Veterans’ Day
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Observance will coincide with our
morning chapel service, and at
the end of the month, time will be
set aside for Thanksgiving to the
Lord for the many blessings He
has poured out upon us!
DECEMBER – can anything come
to mind other than the celebration
of our Lord coming to this earth to
be our Savior?!! The Children’s
Christmas Service will be held on
Saturday, December 17th at 6:30
PM, and Christmas break flows
from the 23rd through the 2nd of
the New Year!
So, as you can see, that pretty
well takes care of 2022!!! Of
course, the above list is not allinclusive, so please keep your
eyes and ears peeled for more
exciting events as they unfold.
And, as always, pray for families,
children, and staff that the Lord
would richly bless our 2022-23
school year!!! †

St. Paul’s Epistle

September 2022 edition

MANY HELPED
BY GIVEAWAY

FOUNDATIONS OF
THE CHRISTIAN FAITH
Beginning August 31st and running until November 16th, Pastor Plagenz will hold a Bible information class Wednesday evenings at 6:30 PM in the
Resource Center. This class will walk through Foundations of the Christian Faith, a Bible information
course comprising work from numerous pastors in
our synod and compiled by MLC Professor Luke
Thompson.

Thank you for your support of our Clothing
Giveaway. We counted 310 guests this year. Here
are some ways your donations and volunteer time
impacted others:


Three little girls came in barefoot. They left tap
dancing in their new shoes.



A women, who has migrant workers arriving in
October, saw our event on Facebook and came
to get clothes for them. Many workers arrive in
shorts and flip flops, so she got them warm
clothes and gave the church a donation.



One woman said she is laid off until September
and has a 10 month old baby at home. Money is
tight, but she was very happy to get two bags of
clothes.



Someone picked up clothes for a person who
just lost their home to a fire.



At the end of the event, a women picked up the
remaining clothes as starter for a clothing giveaway she is organizing in the community of
Adams. †

As the name suggests, these twelve lessons cover the basics of Christianity and what we believe
and teach at St. Paul’s. Three units divide the lessons
into easy-to-digest segments by examining a broken and restored relationship, our vertical relationship with God, and our horizontal relationship with
each other. Along with the lessons themselves, the
course materials also include a handy index of key
terms, Luther’s Small Catechism, and a robust appendix of articles, charts, and diagrams covering
topics from ancient Bible manuscripts to differences
between modern churches.
Whether you’ve been at St. Paul’s for weeks or
decades, I guarantee this course and its materials
will teach you something new. Come to be refreshed with the core teachings of the Bible and to
―grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ‖ (2 Peter 3:18). Better yet, invite
a friend to come study with you and learn the Foundations of the Christian Faith. †

APPLE PIE SEASON
By Sue Lipke
It is fast becoming time to be making our Willing Workers apple pie and apple crisp. We will be
starting this fun time in September and will be looking for people who would enjoy spending time with
others peeling apples and putting pies together.

SPYs KICKOFF
After a busy 2021-2022
(including the Youth Rally) it is
time for a new season of St.
Paul’s Youth (SPYs). We say
good-bye to our seniors and
hello to the incoming freshmen
as we will have our initial gathering on Sunday, August 28th, after church around noon. We will meet in
the cafeteria for a quick lunch, followed by a Bible
study, planning meeting, and some open gym time!
If you or anyone you know is of high school age, be
certain to set aside this date on your calendars and
join us for food, fellowship and fun! †

We will also be looking for donations
of apples starting September 19th.
Please bring them to the school cafeteria. We plan to start making pies on
Sept. 29th at 1:30 PM. More pie-making
days will follow in the next newsletter.
This year’s Craft & Bake Sale will be held Nov.
5th & 6th. If you have special baked goods that you
love to bake and would like to share at the sale, it
would be appreciated. †
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WHERE DOES YOUR MONEY GO?
By Michael Anderson, Financial Secretary
We’ve talked in past issues of how our contributions come in. So how exactly do they go out? I will
touch on a few of the ―fixed‖ expenses that we have
each month.

worker is responsible for the remaining 15%. More
details are available upon request.) These payments
are automatically deducted from our checking account on the first of every month. The second biggest
benefit expense is the synod pension. Pension expenses run about
$1,000 per person (all 10 called
workers qualify) paid quarterly on
Jan, Apr, July, and Oct 1st. This,
too, is automatically withdrawn
from our checking. This double
payment (Health Insurance and
Pension) hit July 1 which was the
reason we needed to dip into our
savings to cover the payments.

Our biggest monthly expense,
of course, is the mortgage. Our current payment is $13,650 per month,
due on the first of the month. Thanks
to gifts given to Cheerful Givers
over the past eight years, we have
reduced the principal of the loan,
but we are still a number of years
away from completing it.
Our second biggest expense is
payroll which runs usually from $18,000 to $21,000
per pay period (on the 15th and the 30th of each
month). Salaries for the called workers are fixed; the
variation comes in from the hourly workers. This
portion of the payroll total will decrease with the
closing of Little Lambs later this month.

The last item I will mention is our mission giving!
From the contributions we receive each month
(minus special gifts and dollars specifically designated for the mortgage), we give 4.55% to the WELS
and another 1.21% to Northland Lutheran High
school. These gifts average about $2500 per month
for synod and $750 for Northland.

Called worker benefits are our next biggest expense category. As everyone knows, health care
costs continue to rise across this country. We currently spend about $11,000 per month to provide
health care for most of our called workers. (Actual
amounts vary depending on coverage level: Single,
Employee +1, Family…some have coverage
through a spouse. The average is $1580 per month
per covered worker. We pay 85% of Plan 1, the

Next month, I will look at how the different
ministry boards and their expenses. If you have any
questions regarding this information, or any other
question regarding our financial picture, do not
hesitate to contact me at 715-423-5922 or
5JAnderson@charter.net. †

RIDE SHARE PROGRAM UPDATE
The Board of Fellowship is still
looking to gauge interest for a ride
share program at St. Paul’s. This program would pair up those who would
like to attend worship services but
aren’t able to drive themselves with
those who are willing and able to pick
up and bring individuals to worship. If
you are interested in either receiving
or giving rides, please fill out the interest form found at
www.stpaulswr.org/rideshare.

You can also point your smartphone
camera at the QR code to the right to
access the form.
Please note, we are currently only
gathering information about the feasibility of a Ride Share Program. No definite details or timelines are in place.
If you have any further comments,
questions, or ideas, please contact
Pastor Peter Plagenz or Seth Kroells,
Board of Fellowship chairman.†

5

St. Paul’s Epistle

September 2022 edition

6

St. Paul’s Epistle

September 2022 edition

THE NEIGHBORHOOD TABLE
St. Paul’s usually serves at The Neighborhood Table (TNT) community meal in September. However, since the onset of the pandemic, TNT has been making take-out meals
only and does not need extra volunteers at
this time. Despite that, we will still be supporting TNT with a special door offering on
Sept. 4. TNT also needs donations of storebought cookies. Donations of cookies should
be brought to the church by Sept. 7. Thank
you for supporting this local charity. †

SPECIAL GIFTS
& MEMORIALS
through August 14, 2022
Current


In memory of Sandy Johnson
given by Rick Johnson



In memory of Naomi Pierce
given by the family of Harvey
Pierce



In memory of Ernie Paulos
given by Barbara Weiss



Niki Palm & Jamie Anderson
Jeanie Beer & Ben Rasmussen
Abi DeWilde & Tyler Tesch

In memory of Debbie
Bobrowski given by Jim &
Jeanne Jackson
St. Paul’s Student Assistance
Fund
 In memory of Ernie Paulos
given by Edna Haferman


CATECHISM CORNER
The Seventh Petition: But deliver us from evil.
What is meant by evil?
Romans 8:22 For we know that all of creation is groaning with birth
pains right up to the present time.
Psalm 36:4 He plots deception even on his bed. He sets out on a path
that is not good. He does not reject wrong.
Psalm 119:153 See my affliction and deliver me, because I have not
forgotten your law.

In memory of Barb Matthews
given by Edna Haferman

Mortgage
 In memory of Ernie Paulos
given by Carol Newsom


In memory of Laverne Becker’s
birthday given by Pamela Hilke

Endowment Fund
 In memory of Bill Eichhorn
given by Tom & Barb Reitz,
Linda Pollnow, Mike & Judy
Anderson

Psalm 38:7 Even my back burns with pain. My whole body is unhealthy.



In memory of Ernie Paulos
given by Mike & Judy Anderson

Jeremiah 10:19 Woe to me because of my wound! My injury is severe! But I said, ―Yes, this is my suffering, and I must bear it.‖



In memory of her brother, Joe
Simenson, given by Anita
Simenson

Jeremiah 14:14 Then the Lord said this to me: Those prophets are
prophesying lies in my name, but I did not send them. I did not command them, and I did not speak to them. They are prophesying a
false vision to you and providing worthless omens—something from
their own imagination.
Evil includes all the bad things associated with life on earth, such as
pain, suffering, hurtful actions, and false teaching.
- Luther’s Catechism © 2017 NPH
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Cheerful Givers
 In memory of Ernie Paulos
given by Jim & Jeanne Jackson


In memory of Gilbert Pecher’s
birthday given by Bev Pecher

School Athletics
 In memory of Sandy Johnson
given by Rick Johnson
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FAMILY BIBLE HOUR
Sunday 9:15-10:15AM
Begins Sept. 11
Sunday School (gr. 3K-6)
Catechism Class (gr. 7-8)
Bible Study (teens & adults)

Pastor Lucas Proeber · 989-780-3184 · pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz · 920-689-3036· pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org
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