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Sharing Our God-given Blessings
By Pastor Lucas Proeber
The Lord has been so good to us! We‘re opening a new school year with a
lot of familiar faces, but we‘re also blessed to have a few new faces in our
midst; we‘ve been given opportunities to reach our community over the
summer months with the Splash Party, Vacation Bible School, and the
Clothing Giveaway; new faces appear almost weekly in worship; other
ministries continue to grow and improve—all by the grace of God!
But, there are also challenges we continue to face—we have many member families who have not been fed with Word and Sacrament in public
worship for months or, in a number of cases, years; our building continues
to show signs of wear and tear, needing repairs, fixes, and replacements;
our ministry plan budget looks to be another difficult goal to meet; there
are still a number of ministries we simply can‘t accomplish due to our continued pastoral vacancy—thankfully, God‘s grace is the same, whether we
are met with blessings or challenges.
Beginning on September 22, we will all be encouraged to
examine our hearts and make a personal plan to share
our God-given blessings. While dollars and cents are
what we see, the goal of this upcoming emphasis is not
to simply ―meet the budget.‖ Rather, this is another
way to respond to God‘s grace and accomplish the ministries that He has given us.
As we examine our hearts, questions like these will, no doubt, have to be
answered: Where is the Lord and his work in the pecking order of my personal priorities? Is my heart thoughtful and thankful for all God‘s blessings? Or is it centered on itself? Where am I right now in my life of giving?
Can I, under God‘s blessing, do better? Much better? Do I want to do better? If not, why not? If so, why so?
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This stewardship emphasis is titled ―10 for 10: Teaching a Lutheran Perspective on Tithing.‖ 10 for 10 is meant to be
an enhancement to our regular, weekly giving. Its purpose is simple: to introduce members to the biblical practice
of tithing with a goal toward continued growth in giving. 10 for 10 will ask each of us to consider offering a tithe
(10%) of our income for a period of ten weeks. Hence, the name—10 for 10. The people of God have found great joy
in the practice of tithing over the years. Have you ever met a brother or sister in Christ who exercised their faith
through increased giving and regretted it? I haven‘t. Not once.
It is possible that some members of our St. Paul‘s family may not be able to reach the
tithe because of circumstances that are known by our heavenly Father. Because the Bible “And God is able to
teaches that our giving is to be in proportion to our income, these families may still be
bless you abundantly,
able to increase the proportion of their giving. (What about raising offerings by 1-2% of
one‘s income as a deliberate step on the way to tithing?) In other words, everyone‘s giv- so that in all things at
ing is a blessing that will enable the ministry of the gospel to move forward in Wisconsin all times, having all
Rapids.
that you need, you
I know what some of you might be thinking—didn‘t we just have a stewardship emphasis? Yes, we did. The Grace of Giving, which took place in January of 2019, has been an
immense blessing to our church. So much so, that we want to continue the blessings God
showered on us through such an emphasis. Who knows? By God‘s grace, the blessings
could increase even more than we hope or imagine.

will abound in every
good work.”
2 Corinthians 9:8

In short: 10 for 10 is going to encourage each of us to be prayerful, thoughtful, and intentional in our giving. The
generosity of God the Father will enable it! The grace of God the Son will empower it! The gifts of God the Holy Spirit will inspire it!
Whatever your prayerful decision is regarding 10 for 10, your pastor, teachers, and leaders pray that you will continue to give faithfully and generously. This is your ministry. God has given his gifts to you. You and you alone can
make a prayerful plan on how you intend to put them to work to God‘s glory and your neighbor‘s good. ―And God is
able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every
good work‖ (2 Corinthians 9:8).
May the joy of giving increase and overflow in our St. Paul‘s family this year! May the blessings of Jesus be yours in
abundance today, tomorrow, and forever!

Catechism Corner
St. Paul’s is serving at

The Neighborhood Table
Thursday, Sept. 19

Contact
Edna
Haferman
715-423-3776

Volunteers Needed:
- Servers
- Dish Washers
- Clean Up

By now you know that many people deny there is a
god. They don‘t want to admit that there is a being
who has power over them or to whom they owe obedience. In
reality, it should be obvious to everyone that there is a God.
Why should it be clear to everyone that there is a God?
Hebrews 3:4 For every house is built by someone, but God is
the builder of everything.
Psalm 19:1,2 The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies
proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth
speech; night after night they reveal knowledge.
- Luther‘s Catechism
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Time to Hit THE Book
School is starting. Kids and college students are heading back to class. It is a great time for everyone to focus
on life-long learning and spiritual growth. You are invited to any class or group that meets your needs.

MEN’S BIBLE STUDIES

Sunday Bible Study
9:15-10:15AM in the cafeteria
teens and adults

UPCOMING TOPICS
Sept 1 – ―With so many denominations and interpretations, who can
say who is right?‖ and ―Religion is a crutch for the
weak.‖ (pages 111-123)*
Sept 8 – Discussion/Presentation with Northland Representative Frank
VanBrocklin
Sept 15 – Presentation by Christian Giving Counselor Jerry Ewings
Sept 22 – ―Why doesn’t God answer my prayers?‖ and ―Where is God
when I’m hurting?‖ (p. 124-135)
Sept 29 – Open forum on call for associate pastor

Two groups meet at From the
Ground Up Coffee Shop
Tuesday at 6:45AM
Thursday at 7:00AM
Start off your day energized by God’s
Word and a cup of coffee.

Women Walking
in the Word
Tuesdays ~ 9:45-11:15AM
In the Resource Center

Oct 6 – ―The church has done some terrible things‖ and ―Jesus never
claimed to be God.‖ (p. 136-149)
Oct 13 – ―I want to feel good about myself‖ and ―There’s no such thing
as truth.‖ (p. 150-162)
Oct 20 – ―Do last-minute confessions get people into heaven?‖ and
―The Christian faith is too negative.‖ (p. 163-174)
Oct 27 – ―How can you believe he rose from the dead?‖ and ―How do
I know I’m a Christian?‖ (p. 175-185)
Nov 3 – ―The heavenly minded are of no earthly good‖ and ―Christians
have to look more saved if I am to believe in their Savior.‖ (p.
186-197)
Nov 10 – ―Why stories?‖ and overall recap (p. 198-204)

* The page numbers in parenthesis are for the book Prepared to
Answer. The readings are helpful, but not necessary for the class.
We are placing another order for Prepared to Answer books.
If you would like one, please let us know by Sept.1.

Bible Book Group
Wednesdays ~ 6:30-8:00PM
starts on Sept. 11
In the Resource Center

A People Close to God
Brush up on core biblical truths
Thursdays ~ 6:30-8:00PM
Starts Sept. 5
In the Bible Study Room

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.
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What about the Kids?
Ideally, life-long growth in God‘s Word starts when we are very young. We have many age-specific ways for
your child to learn the foundations of the faith and how to apply them to their lives. In addition to those opportunities listed below, children and teens are always welcome at the Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria.

St. Paul’s Youth —Grades 9-12
High Schoolers! St. Paul's Youth (SPYs) is meeting for its first faith, fellowship, and fun
night on Sunday, September 8 at 6:00 PM. We will start in the SPYs room and go from
there. Invite a friend from school, from your community sports team, or even from another church! Also, if you have a Christian question or topic you want to talk about that
night, text it to Pastor Proeber at 989-780-3184. Questions and requests will be kept
anonymous for the group. Mr. Pahl and Pastor both look forward to seeing you on September 8 at 6:00!

Catechism Class—grades 7-8
Pastor Proeber will be joined by Staff Minister Randy Pahl in teaching catechism classes this year. We will be using a new curriculum and the new edition of Luther‘s Small
Catechism, both of which are produced by our synod‘s publisher.
This year we will be going through the workbook, Growing in God‘s Word. These
workbooks walk through the Bible in chronological order, connecting the truths of the
Small Catechism to each account. The catechism is essentially the same as older editions, but has additional readings and content added. Some readings from the Catechism will be assigned as homework throughout the year.
Public school students will begin classes on Wednesday, Sept. 4, at 6:30 to 8:00 PM in
the Bible Study room. St. Paul‘s School students will meet during the school day on
Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Sunday School—grades K-6
Sunday School is not Disney Land, but our teachers do work hard to teach the Bible in
ways that are relevant and fun for your kids. They also serve as another Christian role
model who will support your child‘s walk of faith. Your children will get biblical instruction aimed at their stage of development. Plus, our curriculum will give them a
broad foundation in Bible history and help them understand how all of Scripture points
to Jesus Christ.
If you‘re already coming to church, just come a little earlier or stay a little late. That one
change will equal hundreds of hours of additional Christian teaching before your child
enters the tumultuous middle-school and high school years. Making Sunday School a
priority shows your kids that God‘s Word really does matter.
Sunday School starts on Sunday, Sept. 15 at 9:15 AM.
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School News by Principal John Melso
The theme chosen for this school year is Alive in Christ. Chapel services on Wednesday
mornings at 9AM will be centered on that theme. Everyone is invited and encouraged to
join our students and staff as we begin our day reminded of the life we have in Christ.
We welcome Josie Avery as our new 3rd and 4th grade teacher. Destinee Fiecko has moved
to the 7th and 8th grade room. Mr. Melso will be taking the lead on a new remedial reading program. A few upgrades to the curriculum were made in math and social studies.
The faculty spent a pretty good amount of time reviewing and revising the Parent Handbook. This work will help us prepare for the accreditation process we are working to
complete over the next two years.

Chapel Services
Wednesdays at 9AM

St. Paul‘s Lutheran School is always dependent on volunteers to help us in our ministry.
Information on how to volunteer is included in this newsletter. Please consider how you can help. The greatest help
you can provide is to pray for your school staff, pastor, parents, and students. Joining us for chapel services on
Wednesday mornings is another important way you can support your school.
We have many people to thank for getting us ready for the school year. It would be difficult to name them all, but
there were a few that volunteered a significant amount of time. When you see the following people, be sure to thank
them for getting our school facility ready for the new school year: Ron Schroeder for cleaning and waxing floors,
Larry Wesenberg for a variety of things he did this summer, and the crew of people that helped spread woodchips
on our playground.

How Can I Help at St. Paul’s
Lutheran School?

Scrip that You Can Use
Anywhere

St. Paul‘s Lutheran School depends on the contributions of volunteers to make our school run efficiently.
If you have time and talent to provide to the school,
there are two ways you can volunteer.

Do you shop at Aldi or other businesses that don‘t have
their own scrip, but you wish they did? If that business
takes credit cards, as most do, you CAN use scrip! Both
VISA and Discover prepaid cards are available through
the scrip program for both St. Paul‘s Lutheran School and
Northland Lutheran High School. Buy your items, pay with
the prepaid card, and you donate to Christian education or
earn school tuition at no cost to you. For more information,
visit stpaulswr.org/scrip or nlhs.org/scrip. You can also
check the scrip table in the Welcome Center for scrip order forms and more information.

1) Go to stpwr.weebly.com and look for the
―Volunteer Form‖ link at the top of the page.
2) Fill out a paper copy of the form which is on the
small table across from the church mailboxes
If you use the stpwr.weebly.com website, you will
also find a link to a Veterans Day Request. If you are
a veteran or you know a veteran, we would appreciate it if you would provide contact information for the
veteran. The school will be conducting a Veterans
Day Ceremony on November 13. We would like to
invite as many veterans as possible to the event. The
students will also be creating Thank You cards for
the veterans.
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From Our New Staff Minister by Mr. Randy Pahl
Greetings from one door north of Pastor Proeber‘s office! I thought you might enjoy a brief update with regard to
the whirlwind of activity that has been taking place since the end of the school year (and we‘re not talking about the
storms of July 20th either). Cleaning out nearly 40 years‘ worth of accumulation in my classroom as well as the relocation to the office area got the ball rolling.
I have been truly blessed to work with both the church (Pastor Proeber) and school (Mr. Melso) during these past
two months as we make preparations for the next nine months and beyond! How can I be of service to them and our
called workers and staff? Which committees could use assistance? What about our young people in elementary
school, middle school, public or parochial high school, college, and beyond? Do those whose hearts and souls are
burdened and weighed down or the elderly and infirmed need our assistance as well?
So many unanswered questions and we begin to ask ourselves, ―How do we serve the needs of the many?‖ As we
recently heard in Pastor‘s sermon, God is not bound by time. He knows not only the past but the future as well. Only with his strength and guidance will we be able to persevere, ―‗for I know the plans I have for you,‘ declares the
Lord‖ [Jeremiah 29:11]. With those words of comfort we continue to do his work here at St. Paul‘s as well as outside
of our church and school doors. Thank you for affording me the opportunity to serve you all, for it is truly our awesome God and Savior that we joyfully join forces to serve!

Update from Your Leadership by President Garth Perry
This report will provide a brief summary of some of the key topics discussed at the monthly council meeting. This summary does not include all items discussed by the boards or
presented at the council meeting. Full board reports and minutes are available in the
church office. As always, please speak with a member of the leadership council if you
have any questions.
†

The Board of Lutheran Education has a new member – Martin Obsuszt.

†

The Board of Lutheran Education is continuing discussions with the council regarding
accreditation and joining the school choice program. Further details will be presented
to the voters at a later date.

†

The Board of Mission Outreach reported that VBS served 56 at its peak attendance with
67 different children and 12 adults.

†

The Board of Outreach reported a social media and marketing task force is being formed to develop a long-term
activity for ―rebranding‖ St. Paul‘s and how we are viewed in the Wisconsin Rapids area.

†

The Stewardship Committee presented a new initiative called ―My Personal Ministry.‖ It is an ongoing initiative
to mentor, encourage, and help individuals and families in their personal ministry by emphasizing trust in the
Lord, the blessings we have received, how we can help in acts of service, how we can use our gifts to expand
the Kingdom of God, how we can use the fruits of the Spirit, and how we can put on the full armor of God. Look
for details on this in the future.

†

The Board of Worship reported CPR/AED and first aid classes are being held at the church on September 14
from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM. It is open to anyone. A sign-up sheet is located in the usher‘s cabinet.
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Special Gifts and Memorials
Through August 18, 2019
Current


In memory of Bill Wittrock given by Jerry & Barb Blum, Huntz & Marilyn Link



In memory of Russ Miller given by Dan McCarville

Mortgage


In memory of Bill Wittrock given by Carol Newsom



In memory of Russ Miller given by Lavern & Delores Becker

School


In memory of Bill Wittrock given by Vernon & Betty Meyer

Pastor Teacher Assistance Fund


With the Lord
Bill Wittrock
Russ Miller

In memory of Bill Wittrock given by Tom & Sue Kulhanek

St. Paul’s Student Assistance Fund


In memory of Bill Wittrock given by Edna Haferman, Jim & Jeanne Jackson, James & Nancy Haferman, Lyle &
Cynthia Haferman, Doris Hillmer, Linda Pollnow, Zach Wittrock, and other friends and family



In memory of Russ Miller given by Edna Haferman

Endowment Fund


In memory of Bill Wittrock given by Mike & Judy Anderson

Cheerful Givers


In memory of Bill Wittrock given by Barb Manz, David & Robin Koeshall, Brian & Susan Johnson, Marilyn Foley
the Elaine Wittrock Family, and other friends and family

Who Are the Willing Workers? By Marla Mueller
We are a group of women that meet once a month. We have a business meeting and then help with projects for the
school teachers, hear from someone about a community project, or have a night of games.
The main project we have is our annual Bake & Craft Sale the first weekend in November. Usually, the end of September and through October, we meet to make apple pies to sell at the sale. From our sales, we have been able to
apply money to our church debt, equipment for cleaning of the building, and the parsonage remodel, to name a
few. Watch the weekly bulletin for the dates we will be making the delicious apple pies.
We also sponsor the Advent by Candlelight and serve cake and beverages for our confirmands
in May.
We welcome any woman that would like to join us in this friendly, monthly get-together. It will
be fun to get to know someone new that enjoys helping out in the church and school. The first
meeting is Monday, Sept. 16 at 6:30 PM in the cafeteria.
If you have any questions about Willing Workers, we would be glad to answer them for you.
Contact Marla Mueller at 715-423-7225.
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Marla working on
making pies.
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Upcoming Events

Are you prepared to answer
tough questions about your
faith from those around
you? Our Sunday Morning
Bible Study is addressing
some of those stumbling
blocks. See page 3 for a list
of upcoming topics.

Northland Sunday
Sunday, September 8
Christian Giving Counselor
Jerry Ewings
Sunday, September 15
The Neighborhood Table
Thursday, Sept. 19

Pastor Lucas Proeber · 989-780-3184 · pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
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