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ASK NOT WHAT YOUR CHURCH
CAN DO FOR YOU
This devotion was shared by a member. As the Nominating Committee
will bring a list of candidates for positions on the Leadership Council to
the October 18 Voters’ Meeting, the idea of serving comes to mind. The
leaders of your boards and ministries will need help carrying out the
ministries under their guidance—will you be able to help? With planning? With a few hours over the course of the year? With donations?
Hopefully this devotion will help all of us remember why we serve each
other.
On a sunny but brisk January afternoon in 1961, 43-yearold John F. Kennedy stood on the eastern portico of the
United States Capitol in Washington, D.C. The newly
elected president had just been sworn into office by
Chief Justice Earl Warren. He stood before a nation energized by his youth and entranced by his charisma.
In the concluding remarks of his inaugural address, President Kennedy spoke words which have echoed down to our day: "And so my
fellow Americans: Ask not what your country can do for you—ask what
you can do for your country"
Recently I read an interesting little book by the author Thom S.
Rainer called I Am a Church Member. The book proposes that much of
the decline in Christian churches today can be traced back to a basic
misunderstanding of what it means to be a member of a Christian
church. Many people today look for churches that will give them what
they need or want. For them, being a member of a church is like joining a country club. You pay your dues and then you enjoy the privileges. The church serves you. The choir sings to you. The pastor preaches to you and your needs.
If the church isn't meeting your needs, if the music isn’t inspiring
enough for you, if the pastor doesn't give you what you are looking for,
then you hunt for another church which will. But is that what it means to
be a member of a church? When the Bible talks about joining together
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ASK NOT WHAT YOUR CHURCH CAN DO FOR YOU
Continued from page 1
with other Christians as a church, it usually doesn't
talk about what you get out of it, but rather what you
give. The writer to the Hebrews encourages us, "Let
us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds" (Hebrews 10:24).

church. Be the church. Participate. Serve. Give.
The amazing thing is that as you serve the
church and others, you too will be blessed. There is
no "I" in team, but there is a “u" in church. As you
serve God and others in church, as you participate
in worship, as you hear God's Word and receive his
Sacrament, you too will be encouraged. You will be
strengthened. You will be blessed. As you give,
God promises you will also receive. Being a member of a church means serving and being served.

As Christians, we follow the example of our Savior "who did not come to be served, but to
serve" (Matthew 20:28). When we truly grasp God's
grace—when we see and appreciate his sacrifice
and love and forgiveness—then we will willingly
want to serve him and others with thankful hearts.

Remember that this Sunday as you go to church.
I am not here only for me. I am here first and foremost to thank my Savior God for all his blessings,
and I am here to encourage and serve my fellow
believers. The amazing thing is I will be blessed as
I do. †

My fellow Christians: ask not what your church
can do for you-ask what you can do for your church.
Don't go to church only to get, but also to give—
to serve your Savior God and others out of love and
thanks for all that God has given you. Being a member of a church means more than just parking your
posterior in the pew on Sunday. Don’t just go to

BE

CALL MEETING ON OCTOBER 18
It’s that time of year again—calling
season is opening in mid-October.

THE
CHURCH

and energy toward his duties as principal, beginning in the 2023-2024 school year. (Teachers who
accept calls during the school year typically do not
move until the end of that school year.)

“Calling season? What’s that? Is that
lingo for a new kind of hunting?”

Should God grant us another teacher, we would
also need to be aware of the extra commitment that
would require of us as a congregation—with another
called worker comes another salary and set of benefits. Another servant also means another fellow believer for whom to pray and support with our volunteered time and abilities. But that doesn’t have to
scare us. Just look at what God has brought us
through over the past five years. Better yet, look
back 2,000 years to the cross of Christ and see how
deep the Father’s love for us is. With his love working in us and through us, we will be able to support
the gospel ministry whenever God sees fit to send
another called worker into our midst.

Not quite. The synod has made it so that WELS
teachers can only be issued calls during a certain
time of the year. Once the end of the school year
and summer comes around, it would be extremely
difficult for a teacher to move from one ministry to
another. The synod has also determined that letting
teachers get into the rhythm of the school year is a
wise thing to do before allowing other schools to
extend a call to them.
With that in mind, in addition to our Quarterly
Voters’ Meeting, we are having a Call Meeting on
October 18th. We will be calling for a 1st and 2nd
grade teacher who would excel at teaching reading
and working one-on-one with students who need
extra educational support (sometimes referred to
as “remedial” teaching). Should God grant us such
a teacher, Mr. Melso (who is currently teaching 1st
and 2nd) would be able to direct more of his time

If you have questions about the call prior to the
Oct. 18 meeting, please speak with President Kent
Schroeder or Pastor Proeber. †
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SPYS, INTERSCHOLASTIC VB, AND MORE
By Staff Minister Randy Pahl
It became official – the first
SPYs meeting for 2022-23 took
place after our worship services
on Sunday, August 28th. Nine high
school age students along with
Pastor Proeber and myself gathered together in the cafeteria
(after I had made a “Kwik Trip”)
for some delicious pizza. Mrs. Jan
Peronto then shared with us a
presentation on Dime and Dollar
and the multitude of benefits it
provides for students, our congregation, and Northland Lutheran
High School. Next, it was Pastor
Proeber providing a Bible study
focusing on how we encourage
and speak well of one another and
others. Immediately after this
study we delved into brainstorming ideas for the upcoming year,
as each of the youth wrote down
ideas for Bible-based study topics.
We followed this exercise by
sharing a multitude of ideas for
seasonal activities the group (and
others) might enjoy. And, finally,
after finishing off the last bites of
sausage and pepperoni, it was off
to the gym for a little volleyball

and basketball. Again, if you are
a youth or you know of any high
school age young people who
might be interested in joining our
group, please make sure to encourage them along those lines…
we’d love to have you and them!
The next SPYs meeting is Oct. 2 at
noon.

stone needed for the ten boys who
have gathered for practices once
or twice per week to be able to
excel in high school or beyond.
Thanks to Mr. Melso for spearheading this new endeavor and to
his assistants Mr. John Jordan and
Mr. Jesse Sautner for the sharing
of their time and talent.

On the sports front – volleyball
has been in full swing since practices began back in August. The
girls in grades 3-8 (15 of them to
be exact) have not only been
practicing on a weekly basis, but
will have four matches under their
belts by the end of September.
New name, same coach = Mrs.
Provost (Miss Haugly) is returning
for her 5th season and is excited
with the progress that she is seeing as well as the effort being put
forth by her team. We are also
grateful for the help that is being
provided by Mrs. Sarah Sellnow!

And, finally, on the “more”
front – a school family campout
took place at Lake Dexter from
September 16-18, where eleven
families were able to spend the
night(s) or a portion of the days.
A Saturday evening worship service attended by over thirty men,
women, and children was held
along with other exciting activities
including, swimming, paddle
boarding, kayaking and the wetting of worms (also known as fishing). All-in-all it was a great way
for school families to connect,
strengthen friendships, and enjoy
some awesome Christian fellowship! Until next month…†

Something new to St. Paul’s
this year is a soccer program being offered to boys in grades 3-8.
This just might be the stepping

Sunday, Oct. 23
5:45-8:30PM
at Northland Lutheran High School

Experience an inspiring evening of
games, music, prayer, Bible messages,
small group discussion, and fun with
high school youth from all over the area.

Pictures from the School Family Campout
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VOLUNTEER BEFORE
OR AFTER SCHOOL
Our Little Lambs Before/After School Care could
use some help! We have openings for these days
and times:
Monday:
7:00-8:30am
3:15-4:30pm
Tuesday:
3:15-4:15pm
Wednesday: 7:30-8:30am
Thursday:
3:15-4:30pm
Friday:
7:00-8:30am

PRESCHOOL WISH LIST

Please let Carole Melso or Kellie Jensen know if
you can be a part of our caring team. We would appreciate your help! littlelambs@stpaulswr.org or
715-421-3634 ext. 1119.

We have been cleaning and sorting through our
outdoor equipment. Many of our items are broken or
worn out and need replacing. If you are cleaning out
your garage, or happen to see some of these items for
sale, we would be very grateful to have them. (See list
below)

Morning duties would include welcoming families
in the morning, supervising the art table and other
activities, reading books, puzzles, and helping children pack up to go to their classrooms, etc.
Afternoon duties are very similar, but may also
include supervising gym or outdoor play. You will
be partnered with another staff member, so you
would not be on your own. †

If you are a wood-worker, we would like to have a
raised garden bed box for the playground. We
would use it not just for plants, but for worms, digging, and exploration! It doesn’t have to be fancy.
We would also love to plant a shade tree on our
playground. If you know where we might get a tree,
or if you are knowledgeable about what might be the
best tree for our purposes, we would love to have
your help with that.

BOOK FAIR IS COMING!
St. Paul's Lutheran School is hosting a Scholastic
Book Fair October 3rd - 9th. In-person shopping will be
available in the library on the weekdays from 3:30-4:30,
and between services on Sunday, Oct. 9. All purchases
through the Book Fair benefit our school, and could
take care of some early Christmas shopping for you!
The school has a goal of selling 325 books during this
fair. Please help us reach our goal, and thanks for supporting our kids! Happy reading!

- Sturdy playground balls
- Big Wheel Tricycles
- Cozy Coup cars (or similar)
- Child size snow shovels
- Sand Box toys
- Child Size basketball hoop
- Bikes (for 3-5 year olds)
- Sturdy Ring Toss Game
- Sidewalk chalk
- Small sleds for pulling in winter
- Tree Stumps for rolling or sitting
- Plastic gutter pieces that can be attached to the
fence to create ball ramps
- Large pavers to create an outdoor kitchen area
- child size outdoor chairs
- Tree “cookies” (slices of large tree branches or
stumps) †

STORY TIME
Wednesday Oct. 5
6:00-7:00PM
For preschool through
2nd grade kids
(and their parents)
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HOW A CHRISTIAN
PREPARES FOR DEATH
Sunday Bible Study ~ 9:15-10:15 AM
Some might say in jest that
death and taxes are the only two
things of which you can be certain. They are going to happen
and affect everyone in some way.
Taxes aside, death is a harsh reality that certainly does come to everyone, as God’s Word makes
clear in Romans 5:12 – “So then,
just as sin entered the world
through one man and death
through sin, so also death spread
to all people because all sinned.”
Death affects everyone. There
is no person in this world who will
be left unaware of the pain death
causes. That sounds extremely
dark and sad; and, to a certain extent, it is. Yet, that is not the end of
the story for us as Christians. Because God is the Creator and Sustainer of life and Jesus is the Savior of life, we will also get to talk
about the healing that God pro-

vides through the comfort of his
gospel promises
This class can be used for answering personal questions,
equipping yourself with ways to
address the questions and life experiences of people you know, or
simply solidifying the truths of
God’s Word about life and death.
To the right is a tentative schedule
of topics to be discussed, which is
subject to change. Of special note
is the November 6 topic, which is
the same day we will celebrate All
Saints’ Day; those who have said
goodbye to a loved one could
benefit from a class on Christian
grieving.
If you miss a class and would
like the worksheet, please contact
Pastor Proeber or download it
from the church website. Classes
will also be video recorded and
shared by request. †

SCHEDULE OF TOPICS
Sept. 11 – Life and Death
Sept. 18 – Life, Death, and the
Resurrection
Sept. 25 – “If I Should Die Before I
Wake…” – The Death of Children
(Stillbirth and Miscarriage)
Oct. 2 – Birth Control and Fertility
Oct. 9 – “Speak up for those who
cannot speak for themselves.”
– Abortion
Oct. 16 – “Grey hair is a crown of
splendor.” – Quality of Life/Godly
Aging
Oct. 23 – “See, I have engraved
you on the palms of my hands.”
– Dementia and Alzheimer’s
Disease
Oct. 30 – Terminal Illness and End of
Life Issues
Nov. 6 – “Jesus wept.” – Christian
Grieving
Nov. 13 – Suicide
Nov. 20 – “Where, O Death, is your
sting?” – Facing Your Own Death
Nov. 27 – “He comforts us in all our
troubles.” – The Christian Funeral

Family Fun Night
for all ages

New Members
Ray Meister
Jon & Bonnie Engel

Friday Oct. 7
5:30-8:30PM

United in Marriage
Emily Klein & Seth Kroells
Home with the Lord
Vernon Verjinsky

Enjoy games, open gym, or just visiting.
Bring a snack to share, a board game,
or a friend! Pizza will be served.
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MAKE A LASTING IMPACT
By Michael Anderson, Financial Secretary
Last month, I talked about
some of the major expenses we
have each month. While I said I
would look at ministry expenses
this month, I decided to shift
gears a little in response to gifts
we have received this past
month.
The Donna Stensberg estate
was finalized recently, and we
received a check for $45,162.74
from the estate. This was in addition to the $50,000 we already
received, for a total gift of
$95,162.74. We are thankful to
God for this gift to help support
the ministry of St. Paul’s.
In addition, this past week
we received the final distribution from the estate of Bill and
Elaine Wittrock. That check totaled $7,754.58, which in addition to the $20,000 gift we already received, brings that total
to $27,754.58. Again, we give
thanks to God for these generous gifts to our ministry!
These gifts did not happen
by accident. They were the result of thoughtful financial planning done by members of our
congregation. Does your financial plan have a similar focus?
Have you thought about how you
can support the ministry of St.

Paul’s when you enter the gates of
heaven?
This past week, my wife and I
met again with Pastor Jonathan
Kehren, one of our WELS Christian
Giving Counselors. We discussed
various avenues of giving both at
the local level and the synod level
that can be done through a well
thought out estate plan. If you
would like more information,
please feel free to reach out to
Pastor Kehren at 312-315-5958 or
jon.kehren@wels.net or contact
your own financial planner.
Gifts of this nature are a blessing indeed. Consider making this
type of gift in your future planning. And if a specific ministry
captures your heart, be sure to
give direction to the church of
how YOU would like those funds
used when the time comes.
Just a note: Cheerful Givers,
the 3-year program that was designed to help drive down our
mortgage principal, was suspended while we secured funds to pay
for the organ refurbishing. The
decision has been made to discontinue the Cheerful Givers program going forward. Future gifts
designated to Cheerful Givers, if
any, will go towards the monthly
mortgage payment. †

Free Estate Planning Booklet
A practical and understandable process to provide for
the people and the ministries you love after you go
home to heaven.
Free Hard Copy: To order from Northwestern
Publishing House. Call 800-662-6022 or visit nph.net.
Free Download: Visit foundation.welsrc.net and click
on Estate Planning.
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FALL CRAFT
AND BAKE SALE
The Willing Workers are busy
planning their Fall Craft and Bake
Sale which will be held on Saturday,
Nov. 5 (9am-12pm) and Sunday, Nov.
6 after each service. You will find
those “famous” apple pies along with
other scrumptious baked items, pickles, canned goods plus a variety of
arts/crafts to choose from. Come early for the best selection!
How Can You Help? Everyone is
invited to put their talents to work.
Do you love to bake? You can donate
your favorite baked goods and tasty
treats to the sale. Do you can items
like salsa, jams, jellies, pickles, juice,
relish, etc.? Think about setting
aside some to donate. Art work and
crafts your passion? Your creative
objects would be greatly appreciated. And, of course, attend the sale!!
If you have apples to donate, we
will need many and you may bring
those to the kitchen. We are also
looking for pie pumpkins to be donated by Oct. 13.
Another important way to help is
to come to the first pie making session which will be held in the cafeteria on Sept. 29 at 1:30 pm. Much help
is needed, so please come and enjoy
the fellowship while participating in
the pie making process. Other pie
making sessions are planned for Oct.
7 and Oct.13.
Preorder Pies. If you plan to purchase three or more pies at $12 each,
please call the church office (715-421
-3634) by Oct. 13 with your order. Pie
varieties include: Double Crust Apple, Crumb Top Apple, Cranberry
Apple and Pumpkin. Your preorder
for three or more pies is greatly appreciated and helpful for our planning. †
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SPECIAL GIFTS & MEMORIALS
through September 18, 2022
Current

Mortgage



In memory of Anita Simenson’s
brother, Joe Simenson, given by
Marilyn Foley



In memory of Barb Matthews
given by Carol Newsom



In memory of Sue Bobrowski’s
daughter-in-law, Debbie
Bobrowski, given by Barb Manz



In memory of Debbie
Bobrowski given by Carol
Newsom



In memory of Vernon Verjinsky
given by Randy & Pat DeBoer,
Betty Meyer, and Larry &
Veronica Klish



In memory of Vernon Verjinsky
given by Delores Becker, Barb
Manz, David & Robin Koeshall,
and Alan Verjinsky



In memory of Patricia Koch
given by Kathy Jackson





In memory of Tom Peronto’s
mother, Martha Peronto, given
by Mike & Judy Anderson and
Barb Manz
In memory of Jonathan & Pete
Petersen given by Gary & Linda
Jones

Endowment Fund


In memory of Martha Peronto
given by Edna Haferman



In memory of Vernon Verjinsky
given by Mike & Judy Anderson

Missions

Cheerful Givers





In memory of Martha Peronto
given by Jan Heister

In memory of Barb Matthews
given by the Bartelt Family and
Marilyn Foley

CATECHISM CORNER
The Doxology: For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours now
and forever. Amen.
Why do we say these words ?
The words of the Doxology are a very appropriate end
to the Lord’s Prayer. They confess our confidence in
God, who answers our prayers. Similar words were
spoken by David in 1 Chronicles 29:11 as he gave
praise to God in prayer. There is some uncertainty as to
whether Jesus himself included those words when
teaching his disciples how to pray in Matthew 6. Whatever the case, many Christians for centuries have joyfully concluded the Lord’s Prayer with this confident
confession of praise.
- Luther’s Catechism © 2017 NPH
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In memory of Martha Peronto
given by Rob & Sue Lipke,
Carol Newsom, and Tom &
Gayle Bartelt



In honor of their 55th wedding
anniversary given by Terry &
Sandy Krause



In memory of Vernon Verjinsky
given by Tom & Barb Reitz and
Carol Newsom



In memory of Joe Simenson
given by Tom & Gayle Bartelt

Pastor Teacher Assistance Fund


In memory of Debbie
Bobrowski given by Edna
Haferman



In memory of Joe Simenson
given by Edna Haferman



In memory of Vernon Verjinsky
given by Edna Haferman
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Oct. 3-9 ~ School Book Fair
Oct. 7 ~ Family Fun Night
Oct. 8 ~ Mission Rally in Mosinee
Oct. 13 ~ Willing Workers Pie Making
Oct. 16 ~ Fall Concert at NLHS

Pastor Lucas Proeber · 989-780-3184 · pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz · 920-689-3036· pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org
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