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So You’re Member at St. Paul’s…
What Does That Mean?
By Pastor Lucas Proeber
Would you know how to answer someone
if they asked you what it means to be a
member of this (or any other) church?
Could I answer it in a way that brings
more clarity than confusion? What does it
really mean to be a member of St. Paul’s?
I’m going to do my best to answer that
question in a three-part newsletter series.
This month, I’ll cover the main benefits of
being a member.



School News pg 3



Pastors’ Conference at
St. Paul’s pg 3



Youth Group pg 4



It’s Apple Time pg 4

The first, and most important, benefit you receive as a member of St.
Paul’s is the Word of God. Don’t take that for granted! God’s Word speaks
to our hearts, convicting us of our sin through the law and restoring us to
the joy of salvation through the gospel. What a wonderful gift! Now, it is
true that you don’t have to be a member of this church to read or hear
God’s Word. But, as you confess your membership here, you make a public statement that you believe what is preached, taught, and proclaimed at
St. Paul’s is God’s Word.
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Connected to that is the benefit of corporate confession and absolution. 1 John 1:8-10 says this: If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, [God] is faithful and
just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If
we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word
has no place in our lives.” It’s simultaneously sobering and comforting
whenever we join together to confess our sins, isn’t it? Sure, our lives look
and feel different than everyone else’s, but, we’re all in the same boat.
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We all have the same sin that runs rampant in our hearts; but we all hear of the same full and free forgiveness
that is also ours through Jesus’ sacrifice for us. It’s very much a group mentality—we’re in this together by the grace
and power of God.
Another easy place to see this group mentality is at the Lord’s Supper. There could be a whole separate article
written just on the Lord’s Supper. In (relatively) short, 1 Corinthians 11:28 speaks about “examining” oneself beforehand in order to avoid “eating and drinking judgment” on oneself. This examination includes a number of
things: acknowledging your sinfulness and God’s grace; acknowledging the real presence of Christ’s body and
blood in, with, and under the bread and wine; and acknowledging Jesus as the only Savior from sin. As we unite ourselves at the Lord’s table, we also “proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26). These are all
things that require teaching prior to coming to the Lord’s Supper. Thus, we ask non-members to refrain from the
Supper. My illustration for this concept is a brown paper bag. If I want someone to eat what’s in the bag, but I don’t
make a point to tell them what’s in the bag, there might be some doubt, maybe even fear about eating the contents
of that bag. We teach, doing our best to remove doubt and fear from the Lord’s Supper, especially since it is a joyous proclamation of forgiveness.
You also make a lot of friends through church. At least, that’s the idea—not just to worship and fellowship together on Sundays and Monday nights, but to “do life” together. You grow in faith together, reminding each other of
God’s promises through the ups and downs and sideways and upside-down times of life. You learn each other’s
strengths and weaknesses so that you can be there for each other. When things go sour in your life, you certainly
have your biological family to lean on; but a church family is united in the eternal God. That can certainly happen as
a friendly visitor, but becoming a member assumes a commitment to learn more about God and more about each
other through time spent together.
Speaking of time spent together, when you become a member anywhere, it’s pretty much assumed that there is
some sort of activity involved. Now, God never says in his Word, “Thou shalt volunteer and serve at church or put
in certain hours of worship!” But he does speak of his believers as his body. Bodies need to move and be active. If a
body doesn’t move, it becomes unhealthy and isn’t able to function properly. Which is why being a member at St.
Paul’s includes service with like-minded Christians. That includes carrying out ministry together—like our school,
outreach events, and many other opportunities. If you aren’t serving right now, what can I do to help you get involved and connected?
One more thing you get as a member of St.
Paul’s is personal pastoral care. It’s true that I’m
no professional counselor, and I’m only one man
in a large church, but I am here to encourage and
equip God’s children with His Word and apply it
to their lives. That happens on a large scale
through sermons, but it also happens in one-onone conversations. I’m here to serve you personally with the Word.
Do you think I missed anything? I’d love to
hear from you about anything else you see as a
benefit that comes from membership, specifically
here at St. Paul’s. Send me an email or leave a note
in the church office to share your thoughts. Also,
feel free to ask your questions about membership
and anything related to it—I’ll do my best to answer them in November’s newsletter.

Catechism Corner
How can the words of the Bible be God’s Word
if human writers wrote them?
John 14:26 The helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your
remembrance all that I have said to you.
2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training
in righteousness.
2 Peter 12:1 No prophecy was ever produced by the will of
man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by
the Holy Spirit.
- Luther’s Catechism
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School News by Principal John Melso
School is off to a good start. The Lord has blessed us with 100 students, 20
in preschool and 80 in grades K-8. Northland Lutheran High School started the
year with 62 students. The girls volleyball season is in full swing. We are hoping to have a large crowd in attendance for our home games on September 30.
The first game begins at 4:30. The rest of their schedule is as follows:
September 20 at Trinity, Marshfield 4:30 and 5:15
September 23 at St. Vincent 4:00
September 28 B-Team Tournament at Medford
September 30 at home vs. St. Peter’s 4:30
October 5 A-Team Tournament at Northland
The third and fourth graders took their first field trip of the year to Northland Lutheran High School for Character Development Day. The day included a
chapel service, canoeing, rock climbing, and a character development Bible
Study. The weather turned out to be perfect. Everyone had a fun time visiting
our high school. (See pictures at right.)
The preschool and kindergarten students took their first field trip to the
Eron farm. (See pictures below.)

Pastors’ Conference at St. Paul’s
Twice each year, WELS pastors gather to join in worship, fellowship, and discussion about matters affecting the
church-at-large at Pastors’ Conferences. This term speaks to what is done at these gatherings, but also speaks of the
congregations included in that conference. St. Paul’s is in the Wisconsin River Valley Conference. Conferences are
made up of smaller “circuits” (we’re in the Mid-State circuit), the conferences then combine to form
“districts” (we’re in the Western Wisconsin District) and the twelve districts form the synod.
This month, on October 7 and 8, we have the privilege of hosting the fall conference. This means there will be
around 30-40 pastors from the Wausau and Eau Claire areas, among others, in our midst for those two days. We will
mainly confine ourselves to the worship space and welcome center on Monday morning and afternoon, as well as
Tuesday morning. If you plan to be here during those times, please be accommodating and welcoming. This also
means there will be extra cars in the parking lot. Please plan accordingly. You can direct your questions and comments to Pastor Proeber. Thank you!
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Youth Group Relaunch Underway
by Mr. Randy Pahl
“SPYs”, as the group is officially known, is hoping to relaunch the efforts (a big thanks
to those who worked at this so diligently in the past) of having high school age young
people gather together in a Christian environment.
As of September 8th we have had two meetings. The first informal gathering occurred
back in August where we did some brainstorming on how often we would meet and what
it is that we hope to accomplish. Ideas that came forth included: topics pertinent and important to today’s youth (through the guiding light of God’s Word), service opportunities,
as well as activities including just plain ol’ fun!
June 23-26, 2020
Knoxville, TN
wels.net/youthrally

An additional four teens joined us at our meeting this month where Pastor Proeber
led us in a Bible Study/discussion on social media, smart phones, and the instant availability of information in our world today. Afterward, we sorted through some specific short
term plans as well as long range ideas for study, service, and activity. Finally, we concluded the evening with a little free time together in the gym.
Do you know of a high school age student (what school they attend makes no difference) who would like to join us? Please feel free to encourage them and have them contact Pastor or me and we will be more than happy to speak directly with them!

It’s Apple Time! By Jan Peronto
The leaves are turning and the harvest is upon us. It’s time to gather together and
begin making apple pies for the annual Willing Working Bake and Craft Sale. We need
your help by supplying the food products needed to make pies and soup for the sale
and/or by putting in a few hours of peeling time on several upcoming dates beginning at
1:00 in the afternoon. Bring your own knives, peelers, cutting boards, etc. if you like or
we can supply you with these kitchen tools. Bring your friends and neighbors, too!
Save the Date
Bake & Craft Sale
Nov 2 & 3

Work dates: Thursday, Sept. 26; Thursday, Oct. 3; Thursday, Oct. 17; & Monday, Oct. 21.
We need donations of apples immediately, so if you have a source, please consider
bringing your apples to the kitchen as soon as possible. Food Donations needed now:
apples and pumpkins. Food Donations needed on Oct. 20: potatoes, carrots, onions, celery, cabbage, and rutabagas. (Please do not bring early as they will spoil prior to our
making soup.)
BAKE AND CRAFT SALE – Coming Soon!
Mark your calendars for Nov. 2 & 3 for the annual Willing Workers Bake and Craft
Sale. Homemade apple and pumpkin pies and soups are the highlight of this event, but
bakers and crafters are busy making all sorts of goodies for you to purchase at our annual
fundraiser. If you would like to donate any items to sell, please bring it Nov. 1 when we
set up.
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Children’s Ministry Update by Laurie Meister
Let’s Build an Ark Vacation Bible School Wrap Up:
As members of St. Paul’s, we have so very much to be thankful for! During our 5-day
Vacation Bible School, we enriched the lives of 67 children and 12 adults with God’s
Word in Genesis 6. This was made possible by the amazing team of volunteers, 51 to be
exact, who served in a variety of ways to make our Vacation Bible School a huge success.
We had two families from outside our congregation choose to attend our VBS because
we offered something for everyone in the family, from child care to adult bible study!
Thank you to all!
Coming Soon: Trunk or Treat!!!!!
Our next Children’s Outreach event will be Trunk or Treat. Held on October 31 st, this
event is an outstanding opportunity to meet the unchurched in our neighborhood. We
will be serving chili and hot drinks and offer games and activities for children in addition
to Trunk or Treating. How will your trunk be decorated?
We need volunteers for advertising, food preparation and service, children’s games
and our welcome team. And obviously, we need your decorated trunk, too! Todd Ferkey
is coordinating this event. Please contact Todd at 715.421.2848 or ktferkey@hotmail.com
to let him know how you can help.

Park your car
in our lot for

TRUNK-OR-TREAT
Oct. 31
4:30-6:30PM

Future Plans:
Following Trunk or Treat, we will host a Christmas for Kids event in December and an
Easter for Kids event in the spring of 2020. Please contact any member of our Children’s
Outreach Ministry Task Team if you have ideas for future events or if you would like to
join us for the planning process. We would welcome new members to our Children’s
Outreach Ministry Task Force.
Children’s Outreach Ministry Task Force: Pastor Proeber, Emma Schroeder, Janet
Heister, John Melso, Kent Schroeder, Linda Pollnow and Laurie Meister

Northland Lutheran High School

Let His Light Shine

FALL MISSION RALLY
Saturday, Oct. 12 ~ 9:00-2:30
at Trinity Lutheran Church
Town of Berlin
Ignite: Passion for Missions

40th Anniversary Celebration Service

East Asia/Hong Kong:

Sunday, Oct. 20 at 3:00PM

The fields are ripe for harvest

Koiné Concert & Pig Roast

$3 registration

Friday, Oct. 18 at 7:00PM

Everyone Welcome!
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What’s Going on in the World of Lutheranism?
By Pastor Lucas Proeber
I’ve often been asked the question, “Pastor, why does it make such a big deal which
type of Lutheran people are?” For a short background to that, there are a few main Lutheran church bodies: The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS), and the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS).
Obviously, we are part of the WELS. We do not practice fellowship with these other Lutheran bodies, which means our beliefs do not line up with ELCA or LCMS all the way
across the board. Therefore, we do not worship or engage in other church activities together. Perhaps this has caused some confusion in your families and friendly relationships. I would love to have a Bible class someday that speaks about the differences between the various Lutheran churches, addressing them from a biblical viewpoint.
Now, the reason I bring all of that up is not to make judgments against those who attend these other Lutheran churches. Nor am I saying that these people are going to hell
because they aren’t in fellowship with us. That would be shallow and just plain wrong.
However, there have been some recent happenings—in the ELCA specifically—that create cause for Christian concern.
At its recent Churchwide Assembly, the ELCA adopted an inter-faith policy that asserts there are “limits of our
knowing” the way to God the Father. That doesn’t sound so bad, right? We can’t know everything God knows because then we would be God! But there is more than meets the eye in this policy. What the policy really gets at is
that we can’t be sure whether or not Jesus is the only way to heaven—after all, we’re limited in our knowledge of God,
right? So, maybe there are other ways to heaven! This is the spirit behind the ELCA moving to adopt an inter-faith policy, thus assuming what was said to be a “posture of curiosity and humility” as they seek to “learn from and engage”
their inter-religious neighbors (Muslims, Hindus, cultists, etc.).

“I am the Way and the
Truth and the Life. No one
comes to the Father except
through me.” - John 14:6

A member of the assembly, Zachary Johnson, challenged the policy by
quoting John 14:6, where Jesus says, “I am the Way and the Truth and the
Life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” He continued by
saying that the Scriptures are clear about how God views religions that
do not require faith in Jesus Christ as God’s Son (and the Savior of the
world). Johnson then called the entire assembly to repent of false doctrine.
The Churchwide Assembly was unmoved by Johnson’s determination to
help them see Jesus as the only way to heaven; the inter-faith policy was
adopted with 97.48% voting in favor, essentially removing Jesus from his
rightful place as Lord and Savior in the ELCA.

I can’t say that everyone in that church body would accept this policy—there are nearly 4 million members in
the ELCA—but the ELCA’s leaders have made it clear that they want little to do with the Jesus of the Bible. This,
again, is cause for spiritual concern. I ask you to pray for the leaders of the ELCA, that they might see the harm they
are causing precious souls. Pray for your family members and friends who are in an ELCA church. It might be good
to talk to them and ask if they’re aware that this has happened. Not because they need to become WELS to go to
heaven; but because we want them to see Jesus as the only Way, Truth, and Life.
Feel free to contact me with any questions, comments, or concerns.
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Update from Your Leadership
by President Garth Perry
This report will provide a brief summary of some of the key topics discussed at the monthly council meeting. This summary does not include all
items discussed by the boards or presented at the council meeting. Full
board reports and minutes are available in the church office. As always,
please speak with a member of the leadership council if you have any questions.
†

We had a guest speaker who discussed recommendations for changes
to the midweek service times. We are taking those comments into consideration and appreciate any feedback from members. Our council
meetings are open to all members of the congregation. We value
your feedback. Our council meeting dates are posted on the church calendar and in the bulletin.

CPR & First Aid Training
Saturday, Oct 5
8:00-12:00 CPR
12:00-4:00 First Aid
Come for one session or both.
Cost $20
Lunch provided

†

Andy Reitz has been appointed as interim chair of the Board of Lutheran Education.

†

Pastor Proeber reported that he has contacted more than a dozen families and individuals who expressed interest in membership through Bible Information Class. He is looking at new ways for presenting the class to
those prospective members with both in person and recorded sessions.

†

Pastor Proeber reported that nine high schoolers attended the SPYs (St. Paul’s Youth) meeting and Bible
study. Another meeting and outing is being planned for October. Teens will also participate in various acts of
service in the church and community.

†

All of the boards explained the need for a Technology Task Force. Look for details on this in the near future
and consider how you can use your gifts in this way.

†

The Board of Mission Outreach reported that Trunk or Treat is in the planning stages. This has been an effective
way for our congregation to reach the community. Consider how you can serve in this way.

†

The Board of Fellowship will be coordinating with other boards and ministry teams to plan family fun nights.
Look for details on this in the future.

†

The 1st Quarter Voters’ Meeting will be on Monday, November 4 at 7:45 PM. This was moved from October to
allow the nominating committee more time to seek candidates for ministry positions. Please prayerfully consider how you can use your gifts to serve each other in the various ministry opportunities in our church.

†

Last spring, we not only voted to call Mr. Pahl to be a staff minister, we also agreed to resume our over three
year journey of calling a second pastor this fall. On Sunday, Sept. 29, we will have an open forum to discuss
the needs of the congregation and the types of ministry that we want to focus on when we request a list of pastors for our call meeting. We will take a look at the “big picture” of ministries that we are engaged in to determine how a second pastor can fill those needs. It is important to note that the council does not make this decision
in a vacuum. We take all congregational input into account when requesting a pastor. In the end, it is by the Holy
Spirit’s power that our District President selects the list of pastors and we issue a call to a pastor. The open forum
will take place during our Sunday morning Bible hour. Please pray for our called workers as they continue to
serve the Lord and us.
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Facility Use by Fred Camacho, Chairman of the Board of Properties.
With beginning of a new school year and ministry cycle, it seemed wise and prudent to restate the Facility Use Policy for St Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church and School (WELS).
1. Use of facilities of the church and school require the completing of a Facility and/or Equipment Use Request
Form. This form can be obtained by contacting the church office or the Property Administrator.
2. Commencing October 1, 2019, congregational members will have a $10.00 user fee per activity, this marginally
offsets utility costs.
Failure to follow Items 1 and 2 below have in the past created some use conflicts.
1. All use of church/school facilities require the completion of the Facility and/or Equipment Use Request.
2. This requirement pertains to all users whether they be non-members or members of St Paul’s.
Use of this procedure will ensure there will not be conflicts, in that parties concerned will be able to book in advance and determine if there is a prior or agreed to usage when the form is completed. Upon completion and return, information on the activity or event will be posted on the master calendar in the office workroom. The only
deviation to this procedure is defined in 6 below.
Here are the provisions of the policy dealing with facility use:
1. Agree to all conditions of the use as detailed in the attached “Facility and/or Equipment Use Policy” and the
Kitchen/Cafeteria Use Policy.
2. Proof of Insurance will be waived for small/informal groups. Liability will be covered, but medical costs for accidents will be the user’s responsibility.
3. A reservation may be confirmed but shall not be considered final until all items of this attached check list have
been satisfied.
4. Non-member user fees will be: Refundable security
deposit of $ 50.00 (refundable at termination of this
agreement). Use fee (utilities, custodial, wear & tear)
$50.00 per use. Multiple date use requests will be
charged at the rate of $15.00 per hour.
5. Members of St. Paul’s User Fee shall be $10.00 for
use of facility.
6. A non-scheduled church event (e.g. Funeral) shall
take precedence over all other events. The Church
Office will notify the organization(s)/person(s) who
signed for or represent the renter of the change in
usage and will negotiate another usage date.
If there are questions or concerns please contact Fred
Camacho, Property Administrator or Garth Perry Congregational President.
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Special Gifts and Memorials
Through September 15, 2019
Current



In memory of Russ Miller given by John & Kris O’Day, Marilyn Foley, Elaine Wittrock, and other friends & family



In memory of Bill Wittrock given by Gary & Linda Jones



In memory of Marilyn Link’s sister-in-law, Betty Wolosek, given by Linda Lucht and Larry Ubinger



In memory of Janis Wills given by Charlotte Carlson and Elaine Gill



In memory of Russ & Jackie Miller given by John Foti

Mortgage


In memory of Marilyn Link’s sister-in-law, Betty Wolosek, given by Stephanie Bathke

School


In memory of Russ Miller given by Gary & Rhonda Matthews

St. Paul’s Student Assistance Fund


In memory of Russ Miller given by Tom & Gayle Bartelt

Missions


With the Lord
Janis Wills

In memory of Janis Wills given by Elaine Wittrock

Cheerful Givers



In memory of Bill Wittrock given by Ron & Georgene Provost



In memory of Russ Miller given by Ron & Georgene Provost



In memory of Marilyn Link’s sister-in-law, Betty Wolosek, given by Bev Pecher



In honor of their 52nd wedding anniversary on Sept. 9 given by Terry & Sandy Krause

From the Treasurer by Kevin Meister

COMMITMENT
SUNDAY
October 6

Did you notice on page 14 in the Sept.15 bulletin the comparison of the "Actual ministry income" of $220,996 vs. the "Actual cost of ministry" of $182,019? If you did, were
you curious about what exactly those figures mean or how they are derived? Simply put,
these figures reveal what the total cost of providing the ministry at St Paul's has totaled
since the beginning of the current fiscal budget period of July 1, 2019 as compared to
how we have supported this ministry with our offerings and school fees over this same
period. The positive difference of $38,977 shows that we as a church body are doing
well at this juncture in supporting our ministry. As to how these figures were obtained;
the software system called "Shepherd's Staff" is utilized to manage all our finances. On
the Friday one week prior to when the bulletin is provided for the church service, these
figures are pulled from Shepherd's Staff. For this particular bulletin the data was collected on Sept. 6th.
If there is other information that would be beneficial to see, or if you have any questions on the above summary, please see any of the councilmen.
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Upcoming Events
Open Forum on Call
Sept. 29 at 9:15AM
Serving at the Food Pantry
Sept. 30-Oct.4
Pastors’ Conference at St. Paul’s
Oct. 7-8

Let us not become weary in doing good, for
at the proper time we will reap a harvest if
we do not give up.
—Galatians 6:9

Call Meeting
Oct. 14 at 7:45PM

Pastor Lucas Proeber · 989-780-3184 · pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
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