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HOW DO YOU BE
CHRIST’S DISCIPLE?
“CLING TIGHTLY TO THE WORD OF GOD”
by Pastor Peter Plagenz
Historically at St. Paul’s, the month of May brings,
among other things, confirmation. That is true again
this year on May 15th. But before the white gowns
and corsages are put on, I want us all to stop for a
few minutes and think about what’s actually happening at confirmation.
Contrary to what the devil would convince us of, this is by no
means a graduation from Catechism class or a rite of passage for kids
to add to their spiritual resume. Simply put, this is a step in the walk of
being Christ’s disciple—the same walk all of us are on every day.
Confirmation is simply us as a congregation recognizing and encouraging these confirmands as they continue to be Christ’s disciples.
We don’t often use that word, disciple. Perhaps that’s our loss, because it helps us better understand this walk—leaving behind a past
life and following Jesus, just as those before have done, even going
back to the twelve disciples who lived with Jesus.
However, practically speaking it can be hard for us to know just
what to do on that walk. Jesus isn’t preaching from a boat in Lake
Wazeecha as crowds gather on Red Sands Beach, so how are we actually supposed to be his disciple?
To answer that question, let me direct you to that blue book resting
in the rack in front of you at church. Your hymnal is a pedagogical
goldmine, compiling the truths of God’s Word from across the Scriptures and setting them to music, so that they can be engraved into
your mind.
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HOW DO YOU BE CHRIST’S DISCIPLE?
Continued from page 1
If you want to learn how to be Christ’s disciple,
flip through pages 694-718, the section titled Discipleship, and read through some of those hymns.
(You can find an index to all the hymn sections covering nearly every facet of the Church and Christian
life on page 299. In the bottom right corner of every
hymn are the Scriptural references on which the
hymn is based. Those give you the opportunity for
further study in God’s Word.)
But before you get too deep into your hymnal
dive, look with me at hymn 707, “Cling Tightly to
the Word of God.” Stanza by stanza, this hymn,
which we’ll sing on Confirmation Sunday, wonderfully walks through Scripture’s instructions for how
to be Christ’s disciple. Read and ponder this hymn
now.
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Be strong! Stand firm! Come, walk the path
that saints before you trod,
with ready feet to bring good news
of Christ, the peace of God,
of Christ, the peace of God.

Now fix your eyes on Jesus Christ;
“Come, follow me,” says he.
“Deny yourself, take up your cross;
come, lose your life for me,
come, lose your life for me.”



Cling to the truth of God’s Word.
Remember your baptism.
Live in the light of Christ’s resurrection.
Follow the example of gospel-focused Christians
before you.
Feed your soul with the Lord’s Supper.

Obey Jesus’ instructions in Matthew 16:24-25.
May God accomplish each of these in us as we all
continue to be Christ’s disciples. †

Recall in faith the precious gift
of your baptismal day,
when you were joined to Jesus' death
that washed your sins away,
that washed your sins away.
For just as God raised up his Son
from death by his great might,
so too, in Christ, we now may live
as children of the light,
as children of the light.
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Cling tightly to the Word of God
and Christ's disciple be,
for then, beloved, you will know
the truth that sets you free,
the truth that sets you free.
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Know that his body and his blood
will feed your hungry soul
like manna in life’s wilderness,
until you reach your goal,
until you reach your goal.

So, still wondering how to be Christ’s disciple?
Whether you’re a 13-year old confirmand or a 73year old senior, here’s how:

Cling Tightly to the Word of God (CW 707)
1
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Our 2022 Confirmands
Kerrie Aumann
Vanessa Christenson
Camie Dittmann
Keagen Kimball
Chase Leberg
Matthew Vollert

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to
follow me, let him deny himself, take up his cross,
and follow me. In fact whoever wants to save his life
will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake
will find it.
—Matthew 16:24-25

2

St. Paul’s Epistle

May 2022 edition

PASTORS’ RETREAT…CONFERENCE…
CONVENTION…WHICH IS IT?
By Pastor Proeber
collaboration with churches in our wider area. For
us, we gather with pastors from places as far as Eau
Claire, Rice Lake, Medford, and Merrill. At these
conferences, we discuss topics of doctrine and
practice, especially those that are pressing at certain times. We also hear papers on certain topics
and are brought up to speed on how things are going in our district (a couple conferences put together) and our synod (the nationwide church body of
which we are a member). And, of course, we take
time to connect with and encourage one another
through time for fellowship.

There’s a lot that goes on in a pastor’s life that
goes unnoticed by others. However, there are some
cases where that might not be such a good thing because it could lead to confusion. Such is the case
with the variety of meetings, retreats, conferences,
and conventions that your (and all WELS pastors)
attend.
You will remember that the pastors will go/have
gone to San Antonio at the end of April for a
“Ministry Retreat.” This is a special retreat that is
meant for pastors at certain stages in their ministries. For instance, Pastors Proeber and Plagenz will
be attending the portion of this retreat titled “Begun
in Grace: Celebrating a Good Start in Public Ministry & Providing Encouragement for the Future.” Just
like any retreat, it is meant to a time to relax, recharge, and reconnect with spouses and former
classmates.

Looking ahead to June (even though you don’t
have that calendar yet), a “District Convention” will
be listed on June 6 and 7. This is a gathering of all
male called workers (pastors, teachers, and staff
ministers) and a lay-delegate from each congregation within the Western Wisconsin District. The district covers a larger portion of the map than a Conference does and, therefore, more churches are involved. District Conventions are a bit more formal
than a retreat or conference, as some official business will likely need to be accomplished. Reports
are given and discussed, and decisions within the
district are officially ratified. However, the aspects
of Christian fellowship, brotherly encouragement,
and connecting with others are always key components of these gatherings, as well.
That might make your head spin a little bit; but I
hope it’s helpful to understanding what we, as pastors, are doing as we travel from place to place and
month to month. If you have any questions about
these meetings, please don’t hesitate to reach out. †

Every month throughout the school year, the
pastors take part in monthly Circuit Meetings. This
is a group of about a dozen WELS pastors from
Neilsville, Marshfield, and Wisconsin Rapids who
get together to encourage one another, help share
the load of pastoring, and grow together in
knowledge and faith.

Pray for me also, that when I open my mouth a
message will be given to me that boldly reveals
the mystery of the gospel...

Look at the May calendar and you will see a Pastors’ Conference listed on May 2 and 3. This type of
conference is held twice a year (Fall and Spring) in

-Ephesians 6:19

3

St. Paul’s Epistle

THE MONDAY
NIGHT OPTION
As you will see on this
month’s calendar, Monday night
worship has returned! Perhaps
you’ve been hesitant to come
back to in-person worship; Monday nights offer a much smaller
group of people than Sunday
mornings, giving you plenty of
room to spread out, should you
choose to do so.
Maybe you’re normally a Sunday morning person, but you are
out of town for the weekend; or
you get scheduled to work on a
Sunday morning; or you had a
long week and choose to sleep in
on Sunday. If any of those things
are true for you, Monday worship
exists to still give you the opportunity to participate in the gospel
refreshment and Christian fellowship that in-person worship provides.

May 2022 edition

EASTER FOR KIDS A BLAST!
by the Staff of Easter for Kids
On the morning of April 2, St. Paul’s hosted an “Easter for Kids.” The
program is designed to have parents drop their children off, then they
go shopping, relax, or work on their to-do list without kiddos under
their feet.
The morning started with the children arriving. The first thing they did
was use stickers and markers to decorate a white paper bag that they
could carry around, put things in, and take home. The kids had a BLAST
(who wouldn’t with stickers and markers)!!
After everyone arrived, the kids went and sat in front of the church for
an opening devotion and then a reading of the book “He’s Risen! He’s
Alive” (really neat book). We showed the pages of the book on the
screen while the book was being read. At the end of the activities each
child was given a copy of the book.
Next we split the kids up into 5 groups by age and sent them off to various activities which included: singing songs, playing games, bible story
time, craft, and “Make a Snack” - sugar high!
We ended the morning with a sing-a-long and closing devotion. We
offered a lunch to the families and volunteers (fed around 70).

We hope to see you at 6:30 on
Mondays throughout the summer
months. †

Help plan
Space Station Salvation!

Vacation Bible School
Planning Meeting
Thursday, May 12
at 6:30PM

The Lord blessed the day with 48 children (age 3-10) from 13 families.
We were also blessed with a full volunteer staff who helped with set up,
registering kids, leading an activity, supervising kids, serving food,
babysitting 1-2 year old children, and helping clean up. They are
“Awesome” & “Terrific” and we appreciate and are thankful for them.
THANKS AGAIN!! Also thanks to everyone who helped promote our
Easter for Kids. You are greatly appreciated.
“Thank you for Coming” cards were sent to all the kids that attended
thanking them for joining us.
We ask for your prayers for our efforts moving forward with “Space
Station Salvation” VBS. Please consider helping us with VBS in July.
(more to follow). †
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A/V HELP NEEDED

A PLAN FOR THE FUTURE

What a blessing it is to live in the year 2022! We
have scientific discoveries that are helping us better
understand and care for God’s creation; we have
more resources than we know what to do with; and
we have things like the flexibility of sharing God’s
Word in ways that, just a few decades ago, would not
have been possible (or even thought of!).

On April 19, the voters approved the 2022-2023
ministry plan which includes the closure of Little
Lambs Child Development Center. We will continue to provide before & after school care for our students and afternoon childcare for our 3K. The plan
is to call Mrs. Kellie Jensen to serve as our 3K teacher. She is currently considered an hourly employee.

We are certainly thankful for
being able to share the gospel
message through public access television and YouTube.
We’re glad that our projection
screens and PowerPoints can
assist more people in worship.
We are grateful for a sound system that can carry the
voices of worshipers into the ears of others, so that
the body of Christ might be encouraged and built up.

At this time, the Lord has seen fit to not fill our
vacancy in grades 1-2. We have also decided not to
request a graduate from Martin Luther College.
There are currently over 300 teaching vacancies in
our synod and only enough graduates to fill about a
third of them. Many schools are in more dire situations than we are, so we are unlikely to receive an
assignment. Mr. Melso can continue teaching in the
classroom as he did this year. Although some adjustments may be made for next year. We also have
our Staff Minister and others who can help in the
classroom as needed.

However, all of those blessings surrounding technology in worship demand some manpower. In that
department, we are running a little thin. Would you
be willing to serve in this way, even if it is for one service a month? One service every other month? Even
if you try it and don’t like it, you are not committed to
anything long term. Training and guidance would be
provided on things like:





The voters passed a balanced budget for 20222023. A meeting to renew Mr. Pahl’s call and to extend a call to Mrs. Jensen will be held soon. We will
resume calling for a 1-2 grade teacher when the
calling window opens in November.
If you have any questions, please contact our
congregational president, Kent Schroeder at 715421-4202 or knks@wctc.net. †

How to run the sound board
How to turn on the computer and run the PowerPoint
How to use the camera
How to play a DVD in church (when that is necessary)

CATECHISM CORNER
The First Petition of the Lord’s Prayer:
Hallowed be your name.
What does this mean?
God’s name is certainly holy by
itself, but we pray in this petition
that we too may keep it holy.
How is God’s name kept holy?
God’s name is kept holy when his Word is
taught in its truth and purity and we as children
of God lead holy lives according to it. Help us
to do this, dear Father in heaven! But whoever
teaches and lives contrary to God’s Word dishonors God’s name among us. Keep us from
doing this, dear Father in heaven!
- Luther’s Catechism © 2017 NPH

Even if you would only want to do one of those
things, that would be helpful. If you are at all interested in helping utilize our gifts of technology in worship, please contact Pastor Proeber or Veronica Klish
(715-421-3607 or spdbuggy@wctc.net). †

Having gifts that differ according to
the grace given to us,
let us use them
- Romans 12:6 (ESV)
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DEDICATED FOR MINISTRY
By Michael Anderson, Financial Secretary
During the month of March, in
addition to the regular weekly offerings, we received an additional
$4,000 for the organ fund (we are
only about $8,000 away from payment in full for the project!),
Thrivent grants of $1,339 and St.
Paul’s SCRIP income of $227.53.
Member purchases from Amazon
Smile customers earned us another $91.77 and gym rental netted
another $100.
Our current mortgage balance
stands at $1,147,597. Our next
payment of $13,600 is due May 1.
Of that payment, about $10,000
goes to principal on the loan; the
rest is interest.
You may have heard mention
over the years of monies in the
Dedicated Accounts, but what
makes up these dedicated accounts? It is easiest to think of this
account as a “savings account”
where monies are kept until needed. It is an interest bearing account. I will attempt to explain the
major types of accounts we have
and the uses for which we employ
them.
There are several accounts
that belong to specific organiza-

tions, like the Willing Workers,
the Altar Guild, the school and
church libraries, and the Community Thanksgiving Meal group.
Funds raised by these groups are
added to their account balances,
and checks to cover expenses are
paid for by the church office using
these accounts. (This is in lieu of
these individual groups having
their own checkbooks.) This
amounts to about 9% of the fund
total.
Our Lutheran elementary
school has a numbers of funds
within the account for athletics,
computers, playground equipment, and tuition assistance.
These funds are kept in “savings”
until the need for each specific
purpose. This amounts to about
20% of the total fund, the bulk being the tuition assistance fund with
a current balance of $14,410.
Another 20% of the fund is under the control of the various ministry boards. Each of the boards
has been recently updated with
their fund balances so we can be
sure we are using dollars wisely to
do ministry.

Missions account for another
2% of the fund. Monies collected
for various ministries throughout
the year are put into their designated account until checks are
written to disperse the monies to
the mission organization.
The remaining 50% consists
of the Organ Fund ($4,800) and
the Memorial Projects Fund
($50,000, which represents the
Donna Stensberg estate gift).
These monies are kept here until
the Leadership Council and the
Voter’s Assembly agree on a
disbursement plan.
Altogether, we have a balance of just under $110,000 in
our “savings” account. In the
past, on more than one occasion,
we have had to” borrow” money
from this account to cover
checks written. This year, by the
grace of God and the generosity
of our members, we have been
able to repay all borrowed funds
and have had no need to dip into
these funds again.
If you have any questions
about the information shared
here, or about any of our finances, don’t hesitate to ask. †

FOOD PANTRY RELOCATES
St. Paul’s will be the first group serving the community at SWEPS new
location. The local food pantry is relocating to 2331 West Grand Avenue in the Sparhawk Building, across the street from Wheelers car
dealership. Our congregation will serve the week of May 2-6. Volunteers are needed 12-4PM on M.W,Th, F and 4-7PM on Tuesday. To volunteers, please contact Judy Anderson at 715-423-5922 or 5JAnderson@charter.net.
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“MAY”-BE WE ARE GETTING CLOSER TO THE END
by Staff Minister Randy Pahl
Well, things are starting to
wind down and heat up both figuratively and literally! Hopefully,
we will soon have rid ourselves of
winter and can take a look back at
another journey-filled Lenten season culminating with the glorious
Easter message of - He is risen
indeed, alleluia!!! May the afterglow of a risen Savior ever shine
brightly in your hearts and in your
lives!
Since our last newsletter the
SPYs were extremely blessed with
the opportunity to serve meals
after two of our midweek services
as well as assisting the multitude
of volunteers during the Easter

breakfast. Thanks to all who so
generously gave of their time, talent and treasures to support our
church and youth! A quick pull
back of the curtain reveals these
three folks, Kent & Kristie
Schroeder and Al Verjinsky, who
so willingly have helped to support the SPYs yearlong efforts
without fanfare or wishing to be
recognized – THANK YOU!!!
As we “spring ahead” there
are still a number of school activities that will take place as we
begin our trek toward the end of
another year. This includes the
return of the Northland Lutheran
High School track meet on Friday,

May 6th at Stiehm Stadium in
Schofield, the home of DC Everest. This athletic event will involve
grades 5-8 for any and all of our
area Lutheran grade schools and
will begin at approximately 9:30
am with things wrapping up
around 2:00 pm. If you have the
time and opportunity you’re more
than welcome to join us for a funfilled day! Also, there are other
field trips that are in the works as
well as a variety of happenings
that come with the closing of any
school year. We will be certain to
keep you abreast of those activities as they draw closer! Until
then… †

Special Gifts & Memorials
Through March 13, 2022
Current Expenses
 In memory of Joe Feaster given
by Randy & Pat DeBoer
 In memory of Elmer & Margaret
Henke and in honor of their
birthdays given by their son,
Dwaine Henke, and their
grandchildren, Jeremy & Chris
 In memory of Jan Peronto’s
mother given by Anita
Simenson
School
 In memory of Fred Brinkman
given by family & friends
 In memory of Donna Hofschild
given by Tom & Gayle Bartelt
 In memory of Jan Peronto’s
mother given by Janet Heister

Mortgage
 In memory of Fred Brinkman
given by family & friends
 In memory of Don Brost given
by Kathy Jackson
Organ Fund
 In memory of Donna Hofschildgiven by Marilyn Foley,
Family & Friends
 In memory of Renee Nieman
given by Ron & Georgene
Provost
 In memory of LaVerne Becker
given by Tom & Gayle Bartelt
 In memory of Fred Brinkman
given by Tom & Gayle Bartelt
 In memory of Roger Gilman
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given by Gary & Linda Jones
In memory of Jan Peronto’s
mother given by Edna Haferman, Marvin & Dorothy
Raasch, Carol Newsom, and
Randy & Carla Mayes
 In memory of Tom Stensberg
given by Gary & Judy
Stensberg
Easter Decorations
 In memory of Renee Nieman
given by Doug & Connie
Ruesch
 In memory of Warren & Janis
Wills given by Doug & Connie
Ruesch
Student Assistance Fund
 In memory of Tom Stensberg
given by Gary & Judy
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