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THANK YOU!
By Pastor Peter Plagenz
Starting something new can sometimes be intimidating. I vividly remember going off to college for the first time with my parents. They had
the van loaded with all my things packed up and ready to go. After arriving and getting things unloaded, we eventually said our good-byes, and
they headed home. I wasn’t quite sure how to feel when they did - sad, excited, nervous, lonely. Have you had a similar experience, maybe when
starting a new job or going to a new school? Sometimes those new unknowns bring new emotions.
There have been a lot of new things for me and my
family in the past months from packing up and moving to a new house, city, and state, to starting a new
career in a completely different field. While there are
some mixed emotions, two things keep coming to the
forefront - thankfulness and excitement.
We are so thankful for the opportunity to be here at
St. Paul’s serving you and the people of Wisconsin
Rapids with God’s Word! I feel very blessed to be able to serve in the public ministry as a pastor. Studying the Bible and giving people the assurance of forgiveness for a job is incredible! We are also thankful for the
welcome we’ve received from all of you. Even during this pandemic you
have given us encouragement, gifts, food, and your time. I can’t help but
think about the beautiful picture of the early Christian church in Acts 2,
“They were selling their possessions and property and were distributing
the proceeds according to what anyone needed... They shared their food
with glad and sincere hearts, as they continued praising God and being
viewed favorably by all the people.” (Acts 2:45-47) Thank you for continuing to show this same love and concern today!
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THANK YOU! Continued from page 1

God added to his
kingdom by baptism:
† Theadora Iris Whitley,
daughter of Alistair &
Rebecca Whitley
† Eliana Rose Christopher, daughter of KC
& Anna Christopher
† Flora Isabelle Wilson,
daughter of Craig &
Sarah Wilson

I am also very excited. We have a gracious God who has given us incredible
power in his Word to change hearts - ours and those who don't yet know him. I am
happy to bring my gifts and abilities to the table and work alongside all of you to that
end. Whether or not our earthly ministry goals fit into his divine plans, we can be
confident that he will bless our work here as he sees fit and that his will will be done.
And so we plan, volunteer, serve, give, and love, knowing God will use all that we
do for him to advance his kingdom. Remember that Paul’s encouragement to the Corinthians is yours, too. “Therefore, my dear brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the Lord’s work, because you know that your labor is not in vain
in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 15:58)
While we as a family have had many new unknowns, we have had the consistency of Christian love from all of you. I look forward to visiting and meeting you all in
person when we are able to gather together again. Until then, please feel free to call
or email me at 920-689-3036 and pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org. Thank you! †

SCHOOL GOES DIGITAL
by Principal John Melso
It’s no secret that schools across the country have had to change the way subjects
are taught to students now that they are required to stay at home. St. Paul’s has also
been providing distance learning. The main way we are doing this is through
Google Classroom. Thankfully we had Google Classroom accounts set up even before the closedown of our building. There was a bit of a learning curve for both parents and teachers, but for the most part things are going very well now.

Google Classroom
is a free web service for
schools used to create,
distribute, and grade
assignments in a
paperless way.

Governor Evers declared that school will be closed for the rest of the school
year, so our distance learning will continue. Teachers are making use of a variety of
tools to provide lessons. Some classes are taught with Google Classroom programs
which provide digital lessons and worksheets. Some are taught through prerecorded videos. Google Hangouts, Loom, and Zoom are used to do face to face video conferencing. Parents occasionally come to school to drop off and pick up new
materials.
Obviously, nothing can completely replace the benefits of the traditional classroom, but in the end, teachers and students will learn some new techniques for education that can continue in the future. It is strange to walk through quiet hallways and
empty classrooms, but eventually this will end. Till then, we make the best of the
situation and put our trust in our Lord for his guiding hand in keeping us all safe. †
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PARTNERS IN MINISTRY
By Pastor Proeber
worship and Bible class. I wouldn’t be a pastor if I
wasn’t doing those things. But I will also serve you
by creating long-range plans for worship, Bible
class, and our ministry goals. I will work more directly with the Board of Family Ministry, as well as
co-leading the SPYs with Mr. Pahl. For the timebeing, I am maintaining our social media presence—this is a great ministry for a congregation
member to assist us as a pastoral staff; please contact me if you would like to help St. Paul’s reach out
more effectively through Facebook, Instagram,
etc.

Some of you might be thinking, “Okay, we got a
second pastor. Now what?” Especially with the circumstances we find ourselves in, it’s been interesting to
get a feel for how things will look with two pastors and
a staff minister. Still, we (the pastoral ministry staff)
have discussed how we would like to work together in
a way that will do three things to the best of our ability.
First and foremost, we want to glorify God, as Paul
encourages the Corinthians to do in 1 Corinthians
10:31, “ So whether you eat or drink or whatever you
do, do it all for the glory of God.” Second, we want to
serve you and our community, as 1 Peter 4:10 says,
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s
grace in its various forms.” Third, in doing these
things, we want to maximize the specific gifts and interests that each of us has been given by God. Paul
speaks to this in 1 Corinthians 12:4, “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them.”
With those things in mind, this is how each of us will
serve in specific areas of ministry.


There are some ministries in which all three of us
will share duties somewhat equally. These include
(but are not limited to) serving on the Board of Elders, discussing short-term plans and sharing ministry ideas, offering spiritual counseling to individuals/couples/families, leading worship and Bible
classes, and leading school chapels.



Mr. Pahl will continue to serve primarily by teaching catechism classes, co-leading the St. Paul’s
Youth group (SPYs), making hospital and shut-in
visits (although not right now), as well as assisting
in the school in various ways (teacher encouragement, advisory member of the Board of Lutheran
Education, help with lunch and recess supervision,
etc.).





Pastor Plagenz’s main focus will be on outreach
and assimilation (turning prospects into members).
Again, he will certainly focus first on preaching
and teaching the Word of God, administering the
means of grace through Word and Sacrament. But
there’s so much more to be done to help more
people hear the good news of Jesus. With that,
Pastor Plagenz will be an advisory member to the
Boards of Outreach, Lutheran Education, and Fellowship, as all these ministries play vital roles in
his ministry focus. He will serve as the primary
“school pastor,” sharing confirmation duties with
Mr. Pahl and being present in the school and childcare. He will lead efforts to find and visit prospects
(both from worship and school), while also making
them feel welcome, even before they become
members. He will also visit shut-ins, sharing that
service with Mr. Pahl.

There are certainly more ministry opportunities
that aren’t listed here. But we want to give you an idea
of what we’re hoping to do moving forward. You all
also play a vital role in carrying these ministries out. If
it’s just the three of us putting these things together,
they will fall flat. We will need your help in many different ways. But that’s for another newsletter article.
For now, pray for us as we work together to serve you
in these strange times. God will bless our work as we
focus on him and his Son’s sacrifice for sins. †

I (Pastor Proeber) will take on a role of planning
and general oversight of ministries. Of course, I
will still administer the means of grace by leading
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CALL ON ME IN THE DAY OF TROUBLE
By Staff Minister Randy Pahl
What a difference a month makes! In the last edition of our newsletter we focused on the WELS International Youth
Rally which has since been cancelled and will not be held again until 2022. And, so, we change focus! Mrs. Fiecko
asked her students, during this homeschooling / “safer at home” venture, to write prayers. After sharing them with
me, she included the idea of passing them along to you in this church newsletter. What a fantastic idea! Therefore,
below is just a handful of the nearly 50 prayers penned by our wonderful 7-8th grade students:

Dear God, please help those who have been affected by
not being able to go to church and for the churches who
have not been getting time to hold their services or
been able to preach the good news to all of their congregations. Help the pastors who miss all of the congregation. Help the congregation especially to get through
this hard time in their life. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.

Dear Lord, please be with the people who have lost
their jobs because of this viral outbreak. Please remind them that you are always with them and that
you have the power to help in times of trouble.
Please help them to remember that you have plans
to give them a hope and a future. If some do not
believe in you, please lead them to the comfort of
the promises in your Word. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Our Father in heaven, please watch over the families

Dear God, I pray for all the leaders in our government and all
the governments around the world. Give them wisdom as
they make the life-changing decisions that must be made.
Lord God, I thank you for them, even though they might not
always be our favorite people, help us to continue to pray for
them and encourage them the best ways we can. Even if that
only means staying safe and following the rules, help us to do
so, so that our leaders can continue to fix their attention on
this virus. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.

who have lost loved ones to the Coronavirus. Please be

God, please bless the healthcare workers with patience,
health, kindness, and joyfulness during this hardship.
Also, help everyone who is struggling with this virus or
who has family relationships that have this virus. God,
give these healthcare workers strength as they fight
this virus and help them realize they can cast their
anxieties on you. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Dear Lord, we pray that everyone affected by this pandemic gets
healed and fed. We pray for the parents who are currently unemployed and are in need of financial assistance to provide for their
children. We pray for good health and good health workers. We
pray you end this pandemic soon so that we can all go to school again.
We also pray that parents and families can continue to work after
this virus is over. I pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.

with the families as they mourn the loss of a loved one,
as the loved one has been called home. Please let them
be at peace as they continue to mourn and figure out
life without their loved one or ones. Let them find peace
knowing their loved one is home with you. In your
name we pray, Amen.
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LEADING IN TROUBLING TIMES
By Congregational President Garth Perry
We truly are living in an unprecedented time in the
history of most, if not all, of our lifetimes. It is difficult to
operate as a Leadership Council to discuss the future
plans and ministry at St. Paul’s. Normally we would be
discussing the ministry plan to be presented at the
next voters’ meeting. Due to the coronavirus and our
inability to meet in person, we will have to push out the
date of the voters’ meeting. We will communicate the
date when we have a better timeframe for when we
can meet together again.
We are truly thankful and blessed with technology.
Your Leadership Council has been meeting via video/
audio conferencing to discuss how to continue operations during this time where we can not meet and worship together. Offerings are still coming into the
church via electronic means and envelopes that are
delivered in person or by mail. However, we are still
not meeting the budget needs of our congregation.
Please continue to pray about this and consider how
you can meet these ministry needs.

25% may be used for other operating expenses
specifically outlined in the legislation (mortgage
interest and utilities being the main two)



The loan period and amount are based on an
8-week period of payroll expenses times 2.5



The total loan amount requested is $120,900



After the 8 week loan period, St. Paul’s will apply
for loan forgiveness and must provide documentation showing that we spent the funds only for approved items related to the legislation



The 8 week period starts on the date the loan is
signed (4/22/2020)



The funds will be placed in the money market account and carefully tracked by the treasurer and
financial secretary

During this period of trial, it can be difficult to find
comfort and peace. As Christians we can be thankful
that we know our Lord and Savior Jesus gives us peace.
I leave you with these words from Philippians 4:7.
“And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus.” †

The CARES Act was signed into law by President
Trump on March 27. Among other things, this legislation allows small businesses to apply for a forgivable
loan to continue paying its workers. Faith-based and
nonprofit organizations were also included in small
businesses that could apply for this loan. The legislation had a dollar cap on the amount of funds available,
and the timeframe for applying was very limited. On
April 2, 2020 the Leadership Council held an emergency meeting to discuss our options. The Leadership
Council approved applying for an SBA forgivable loan
for a max of $200,000.

ATTENTION KNITTERS/CROCHETERS!
Need a project to use up small scraps of
yarn? Looking for a project to fill your time at home
these days? Willing Workers are asking for your help
in making mini prayer shawls (about 4 inches x 4 inches) for our church to give as gifts for outreach or our
own ministry at St. Paul's. You can request a digital or
paper copy of the
pattern by contacting
the church office (715
-421-3634 or
churchoffice
@stpaulswr.org).

The SBA Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan
has specific requirements. Kevin Meister and Garth
Perry worked on developing a plan that meets the requirements and that is also under the dollar amount
approved by the Leadership Council. These are the
key points related to the PPP loan:




75% of the loan amount must be used for payroll
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GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER
By Pastor Proeber & the Stewardship Committee
“This is what I mean: The one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly. The one who sows generously will also reap generously. Each one should give as he has determined in his heart, not reluctantly or under pressure, for God loves a cheerful giver. God is able to make all grace overflow to you,
so that in all things, at all times, having all you need, you will overflow in every good work. As it is
written: He scattered, he gave to the poor. His rightousness remains forever.” - 2 Corinthians 9:6-9
Have you ever received a gift you didn’t expect to get? Maybe it’s a nice gesture from a friend who you thought
forgot your birthday. It could be something your spouse chose to do for you that really resonated with you. Or, in
these times, perhaps you’ve received a stimulus check or are receiving a return on your taxes. Whatever the case,
those unexpected gifts are nice.
But what do you do with that gift? Let’s run with the money illustration. There are plenty of things you could do.
Certainly, if a paycheck has been missing lately, you would want to pay for food and basics to take care of your family. No one will fault you for doing that. But, after that, what else is there? Mortgages to pay ahead on, car payments
to make, vacations to save for, home appliances that “need”
upgrading…the list could go on.
Have you considered giving a portion of that monetary
gift to church? Could you do so? Perhaps you’ve tried it before; would you try it again? If not, why not? After all, God is
ultimately the one who has given you that money, regardless
what the address label says, and regardless of whether you
consider it a gift or earned income—it’s still God’s gift to
you.
Notice what God loves about our giving. It’s not the
amount or percentage; whether we give using envelopes or
online platforms. No, “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7)—and rightly so. Christian giving is not done
“reluctantly or under compulsion;” we’re called not to sow
“sparingly” (vv. 6-7). In a word, our giving is to be
“cheerful.”
1 John 4:19 says, “We love because he first loved us.”
When you think about how love includes sacrifice and giving
to someone selflessly, you could say that we “give to God
because he first gave his Son to us.” And while each of us will
give a little differently, our hearts—and maybe even our facial expressions—will show how we feel about our giving.
Generous Father, thank You for the joy that comes in
giving from a cheer-filled heart. Thank You for the ways
in which You provide abundantly for our needs. Amen.
When did you last “cheerfully” give? Why do you believe God loves a cheerful giver? †
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CATECHISM CORNER
The Fifth Commandment
You shall not murder.

What does this mean?
We should fear and love God that we do not hurt
or harm our neighbor is his body, but help and
befriend him in every bodily need.
- Luther’s Catechism
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SPECIAL GIFTS AND MEMORIALS
Through April 19, 2020
Current Expenses



In memory of Sue’s mother, Virginia Falk, given by Tom & Sue
Kulhanek



In memory of Jerry & Barb Blum’s daughter, Jennifer Blum,
given by Martin & Margaret Jackson, David & Robin Koeshall,
Linda Lucht, Tom & Gayle Bartelt,

Mortgage



In memory of Jerry & Barb Blum’s daughter, Jennifer Blum,
given by Jim & Jeanne Jackson

St. Paul’s School



In memory of Sue’s mother, Virginia Falk, given by Vernon &
Betty Meyer, Tom & Barb Reitz



In memory of Jerry & Barb Blum’s daughter, Jennifer Blum,
given by Vernon & Betty Meyer



In memory of John & Laurie Quint’s grandson, Mathis Quint,
given by Janet Heister, Tom & Barb Reitz



In memory of Gary & Dennis Stensberg’s stepfather, Fred
Miller, given by Tom & Barb Reitz

Cheerful Givers



In memory of Jerry & Barb Blum’s daughter, Jennifer Blum,
given by Kathy Jackson, Bob & Katie Schalow, Mike & Judy
Anderson, Edna & Faith Haferman, Marla Mueller, Rob & Sue
Lipke



In memory of Sue’s mother, Virginia Falk, given by Mike &
Judy Anderson, Edna & Faith Haferman



In memory of Marti Schiestle’s & Cheri Weiss’ aunt, Joyce
LaFrance, given by Edna & Faith Haferman



In memory of her son-in-law’s aunt, Donna Wallace, given by
Kathy Jakson

St. Paul’s Student Assistance Fund



In memory of Sue’s mother, Virginia Falk, given by Jim &
Jeanne Jackson

IS ANYONE EVEN
WATCHING?
You may be wondering how online/video
worship is going. Are people really watching on the computers, tvs, phones or tablets? Although we can’t tell you how many
people watch on public access television,
we do have good numbers for people
watching online. In the weeks leading up to
the restrictions on gatherings, we averaged
228 worshippers per Sunday. After that
point we had on average 240 people watch
our Sunday services either on our website
or on facebook. We have heard from several people who are watching our services,
because their own church does not have
online worship.
Plus at the end of February, we had 310
facebook followers. We currently have 420
followers! God’s Word is spreading despite
the church doors being “closed.”
If you haven’t yet, please join us online for
worship. You can watch it live on Sundays at
8:00AM or at a later time. Look for it on
www.stpaulswr.org/watch or
www.facebook.com/stpaulswr
If you don’t have a computer, you can request a DVD or watch the service on public
access. You can find public access channel
(Wisconsin Rapids Community Media WRCM) on Solarus Channel 3 and Spectrum
985. The services are shown on Wednesday
at 3:00PM and the following Sunday at
6:00PM.

Endowment Fund



In memory of Judy Pahl’s mother, Violet Wangerin, given by
Ron & Georgene Provost
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St. Paul’s will be serving at the local
food pantry April 27-May 1. Thank
you volunteers for providing this
important service to our community.
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WHAT DO WE DO WHEN OUR PLANS FALL THROUGH?
April-May Worship Series

When We're Locked in a Room

When Our Hearts Are Troubled

April 19 ~ John 20:19-31

May 10 ~ John 14:1-11

When All We Can Do Is Go for a Walk

When We've Forgotten How to Live

April 26 ~ Luke 24:13-35

May 17 ~ John 14:15-21

When We Don't Want to Listen

When It Feels Like Jesus Left Us

May 3 ~ John 10:1-10

May 24 ~ Luke 24:44-53

Pastor Lucas Proeber · 989-780-3184 · pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz · 920-689-3036· pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org
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