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Serving God Together
By Garth Perry, President
Brothers and sisters in Christ,
On April 7th, the Leadership Council presented four options for the congregation to consider after many discussions among the called workers,
school board, and leadership council. Feedback from open forums was
much appreciated and is useful for helping to set the future direction of the
congregation. Unofficial ballots were presented to all adults in attendance.
A majority of those in attendance at the open forum voted for Option 1: Mr.
Pahl would receive a one-year call as a 5/8th time Staff Minister. Both a
new graduate teacher and a new graduate pastor would be requested
from the assignment committee.
A voters’ meeting was held on Monday, April 22. The
voters in attendance at the meeting chose to vote no
to the motion listed above. Due to the timing of the
calls, a decision had to be made at the voters’ meeting on how to proceed. Candidates from our synodical training schools need to be requested no later
than this week (the week of April 24). For those not
familiar with St. Paul’s constitution and bylaws, this is what is written:
“Announcements of the meetings shall be given twice either in print and/
or orally in at least two weeks’ worship services excluding special services
and except in an emergency teacher vacancy.” Since we do not have two
worship services prior to the cutoff date for requesting graduates, a decision had to be made at the April 22 meeting.
The voters in attendance at the meeting chose to call Randy Pahl as a parttime staff minister and to request a graduate from Martin Luther College to
fill the vacancy in the school that will result from Mr. Pahl’s change in ministry roles. The motion also included delaying the calling off a second pastor to later in 2019 or early 2020. Watch for a date to be presented in the
future to address this vote to continue calling.
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Since the voters in attendance at the April 22 meeting chose to vote against the first
motion, please consider how you may serve to further the gospel ministry at St. Paul’s.
As I stated in previous voters’ meetings and open forums, the recommendation from the
synod for a congregation our size, even if you only count the average weekly attendance, is two pastors. Pastor Proeber and Mr. Pahl cannot fulfill all the needs of the congregation alone.

Counting Our
Blessings












Christ is Risen!
Young people
who are called
into ministry
New member
Kaitlyn LePine
Pregnancy
Resource
Centers
Beautiful spring
weather
We know the
One who holds
the future.
Mothers
Our church,
school & childcare staff

Please continue to pray for your called workers and those whom you elected to serve in
leadership positions as we struggle to determine the best way to grow together as a
family of believers.
In Christ’s service,
Garth Perry

Find out whether we will receive a graduate.
The call service at Martin Luther College
will be held on Saturday, May 18 at 2:00PM.
You can watch it live at mlc-wels.edu/streams.

Baby Bottle Campaign
At the end of our worship service on Mother’s Day, May 12, as you exit the sanctuary,
we will be distributing baby bottles from First Choice Pregnancy Resource Center. The
Baby Bottle Campaign is used to help First Choice fund their programs. We are asking
that you take a bottle home, prayerfully fill it with a check, currency or coins, and return
it to the church by June 9 to complete the campaign by Father’s Day. (St. Paul’s Lutheran School started their campaign earlier to finish before the end of the school year.)
First Choice Pregnancy Resource Center is a front-line ministry in our community that
provides an open door that offers hope and changes lives. It is a faith-based ministry in
both the Wisconsin Rapids and Stevens Point communities that provides encouragement, resources, and support for women and families experiencing an untimely pregnancy. First Choice offers free pregnancy tests, free limited OB ultrasounds, options
and practical parenting education, abortion and miscarriage Bible studies, and community referrals. Please join us in helping this worthy organization promote the sanctity of
life and helping young people approach parenthood in a godly fashion.
Walk for Life. If you are looking for a more physically active way to donate to First
Choice, they are conducting a 6K Walk for Life at Lake Wazeecha on May 11. The entry
donation is $50 and activities include a raffle, games, pig roast, concessions, and music.
This is the same day as the Life-a-thon Run/Walk in Mequon at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary which funds the WELS pregnancy medical clinic in that area. Both are great organizations so whether you choose local or a bit of a drive, you are getting a great start
to Mother’s Day weekend!
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What Changes Can I Expect Next School Year?
By John Melso, Principal
What will next school year look like? Did you ask yourself that question one year ago? You know what
happened last year, four called workers left St. Paul's. They were replaced with five new called workers who began their ministries in your midst. What will next school year look like? Have you asked
that question lately? Like a year ago, much is yet to be determined. Here is what we do know. Mr.
Pahl requested to step back to a part-time position at St. Paul's. Recently the congregation voted to
call Mr. Pahl to serve as a staff minister to concentrate his ministry on church matters and provide assistance during our pastoral vacancy. St. Paul's will be requesting a new graduate from Martin Luther
College to replace Mr. Pahl in the 7th and 8th grade classroom. So, once again, we must wait to see
what the Lord has in store for us. We don't know fully what the future holds. Thankfully we know who
holds the future. And, HE is the one that promises a hope-filled future. He blessed the congregation in
the past and will surely bless us in the future. Continue to keep St. Paul's Church and School in your
prayers.

Classroom Highlights
3K-4K News – by Mrs. Carole Melso
We had an exciting month as we prepared for our musical, "The
Wide Mouthed Frog" for St. Paul's Got Talent Night. There were
frogs, monkeys, elephants, lions and even a crocodile in our
play! I think we were singing the catchy songs in our heads all
month long. We also loved hearing about the miracle of Jesus'
resurrection from the dead. It is so special to be able to share
that wonderful news with God's "Little Lambs." Their love for
their Savior and unshakeable faith is so wonderful to see. We completed our African Safari unit of
study with a fun animal safari "hunt." We brought along clipboards with our favorite African animals
pictured and checked off each one as we followed the clues to find them. We are just starting a construction unit which will keep us busy identifying different kinds of construction vehicles and learning
about tools and the workers who use them. We are working on letter recognition and number activities every day with fun games and centers. Outdoor play has been great the past couple of weeks. It is
a perfect time to work on our large motor and social skills. God's Blessings on your week!

Kindergarten News – by Miss Rachel Haugly
Christ Light: The kindergarteners have really enjoyed learning about the miracles performed by
Jesus. As we spend these next weeks learning about the life and death of our Lord, we focus on the
victory that has been won for us. Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice for his children! He is risen!
Guided Discovery: In Guided Discovery, we have spent time learning about
plants, water, rocks, and magnets. Most recently, we have discovered how
toys are made.
Reading: We are up to knowing 23 letters now. As a result, the kindergarteners are on full throttle to reading all by themselves. Only 3 more letters to go
before they know all 26 letters. How Exciting!!!!
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Classroom Highlights
1st-2nd Grade News – by Mrs. Karen Obsuszt
Christ is Risen!!!!! The students had a fantastic opportunity to sing in church
on Good Friday. They did a fantastic job.
We just finished St. Paul’s Got Talent and the 1st and 2nd graders put together
a collection of their artwork from the year thus far. I hope you had a chance to
take a look at it. They did a wonderful job with it.
In Science the students just finished their unit on force, magnets, and gravity. To finish up the unit we
made magnetic slime. This was a big hit with the students. They were able to make the slime dance.
In English we are working on the capitalization rules and trying to put these to good use in our writing.
We are always reading and building our reading chains. Feel free to check out our chain filled room.
This shows the students’ hard work. Every link on a chain is equal to a picture book or 10 pages in a
chapter book.
A new addition to our room is our Spanish hopscotch. I am introducing the students to basic Spanish
phrases. When they are done with all their work they may play Spanish hopscotch.
K-4 went to Northland Lutheran High School to Plant A Seed Day. They planted seeds for their Giving
Garden, did relay games, made salsa, and had a devotion with other WELS school children in the area.
We had a wonderful time.

3rd - 4th Grade News – by Mrs. Destinee Fiecko
I pray you all had a blessed Easter! It was such a beautiful day. Praise God that His mercies are new every morning.
Word of God: We studied the events of Holy Week as they occurred with the church year. Bringing to life
the reality of these events, we watched "The Visual Bible - The Gospel of Matthew". If you have not
watched this or the other movies in the series, I highly suggest them. "The Gospel of Matthew" movie has
chapter and verse shown in the bottom corner of the screen so you can follow the dialogue right along in
your Bible. It's such a neat experience!
Language Arts: 4th grade is studying facets of community and citizenship in their new Reading theme,
and 3rd grade is working through some fables and other stories with moral implications. We continue to
work on grammar and proofreading in our daily warm-ups called "Daily Language Practice" (DLPs) and
have been crafting "perfect paragraphs" on various topics. So far the craziest topics they've written on
were "The day the teacher overslept" and "Animals that eat humans"! These have garnered some laughter and creativity for sure. 
Science: God's Mighty Forces are sometimes invisible! We had so much fun studying friction and gravity,
and watched a video of an astronaut on the International Space Station showing what happens when there
is no gravity and you try to wring out a washcloth. The results were unexpected! See Youtube: search
"Wet Washcloth in Space". Now we are studying the scientific definition of "work" - which is using a force
to move an object over a distance. So the kids have realized that, scientifically speaking, water does work,
wind does work, and animals do work! And, technically, studying for a test is not work. 
Finally, we LOVE the fresh air and sunshine. Our class has been playing a lot of kickball at recess, so if
you come to church during school hours, please be gracious to our kickball diamond and park in the
front half of the parking lot closest to the building. Thank you so much for your understanding!
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Classroom Highlights
5th-6th Grade News – by Mr. John Quint
One of the most popular extra-curricular activities in 5th and 6th grade at
St. Paul's is our weekly Jeopardy! Challenge. Each Wednesday, using a tear-off daily calendar of Jeopardy! answers, the students match wits with their teacher. Each day's answer is worth from 200 to 2000
points, with the weekly Final Jeopardy! answer worth 3000. To make things somewhat more fair, students are usually not penalized for wrong answers, but the teacher always is. Also, the points accumulated by the students are rolled over from year to year. After 6 years of play, the students have amassed
some 320,000 points. Each year, however, their teacher must start at 0. In addition, during the month of
May, the value of Final Jeopardy! answers is set by wager. To make things even more interesting, the 7th
and 8th graders have been included in the competition this year. So far, the students have yet to beat
their teacher, but I fear that this year might be different. Only time will tell.

7th-8th Grade News – by Mr. Randy Pahl
If you recall our article from the March newsletter, we told you about the “madness” that was about to
take place in the next month and boy were we right! Below is a recap of two of the main events that
took place…
March 22 = “Northland’s Academic Challenge – Grades 5-8”
As was the case last year, it was nothing but 1st place finishers again this time around for our students
which included the following:
8th grade student, Ian Antoniewicz, captured the top spot with his instrumental piece on the saxophone as well as being the #1 speller in all of grades 7-8.
For grades 5-6 Brianna Perry achieved 1st place in the spelling competition, while Macy and Matthew
Vollert each earned firsts for their instrumental work on the piano and saxophone respectively.
And, finally, in the team competition for grades 5-6 a championship was secured by JD Clementi, Daniel Garbisch, Logan Sellnow, and Aaron Volden in the Bible Bowl!!!
Congratulations to all of our students for doing an outstanding job of representing our school!!
April 12 = “Talent Show – Preschool-Grade 8”
This event is always a hit with adults, students, and children alike! The Band (Perry ) and hand bells
performed, as well as individual instrumentalists, pianists, and even a vocal solo. There was the ever
popular preschool/kindergarten play as well as art and science displays. All-in-all it
was another talent-filled evening executed superbly by our awesome students!
Well, were we right or what? With May lurking just around the corner we know that we
will have much more to report on next month. It is our hope and prayer that the
knowledge of a risen Savior brings you joy and peace that passes all understanding!

BOGO

BUY ONE GET ONE

SUMMER READING BOOK FAIR
May 12-17
Sunday 9AM-12PM
M-F 3:30-4:30PM
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Northland Lutheran High School Update
The Northland delegates met on Tuesday, April 16th. Information shared with the delegates in attendance included:

To schedule photos
For the new church
directory, either call
the church or visit
our website
www.stpaulswr.org
and tap on
Schedule Your
Photo Session.



Current deficit reduction receipts are over $285,000 on a goal of $1,386,000
(40% of the total debt) for the school’s 40th anniversary celebration.



The Accreditation Visitation team was at NLHS that week and final results should
be coming soon. Full accreditation is expected.



A solar energy system will be installed in May. Only $12,000 remains to pay for
the entire system, which is projected to save on energy costs of $4500 to $6000
per year for the next 25 years!



Seventeen freshmen are register for the next school year so far. Total enrollment goal for the 2019-2020 school year is 74.



Opportunities to serve continue- host families for international students are
needed, as is a van driver.



Christ, Merrill, is inquiring about joining the Association.



New classes to be offered include Industrial Sciences, Accounting 2, and Amazon
Computer Science courses.



Total revenues year to date are down $5,000 to budget, but expenses are down
even more ($15,000) so Northland is on track to finish the year with a balanced
budget.

If you have any questions, or desire more information about Northland, feel free to contact the school or one of the NLHS delegates.

Prepared to Answer

With the Lord
Laura Olds
Sally Johnson

When you talk to others about religion and other sensitive topics, you might find yourself
backed into a conversational corner. You don’t want to speak incorrectly or unkindly as
you defend your faith, so sometimes you don’t say anything at all. Northwestern Publishing House has two bestselling books, Prepared to Answer and More Prepared to Answer,
that will equip you with God’s Word for times when you encounter objections to and
questions about your faith. We plan to make a bulk order of these two books. The more
copies we order, the better price we will receive. Books start at $17.99. If you would like
a copy of either or both of these books, please sign up at the Ministry Table in the Welcome Center. A sample copy of Prepared to Answer is available so you can check out the
format and writing style.

Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason
for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.
—1 Peter 3:15b (NIV)
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MY GIFT OF SERVICE TO GOD
This spring and summer consider volunteering your time
to beautifying our church grounds by raking, lawn
mowing, fertilizing, trimming shrubs, and generally
sprucing up the outside property. A clean up day will
be held on Saturday, May 11 at 9:00AM.
Many people donate time to the functions at our worship services, but there is always a need for more help.
This month consider volunteering for an ongoing ministry that is vital to our church life. Consider one of the
following that fits your talents and see how your involvement enriches your own worship experience.





Usher
Altar Guild
Technology Services
Friendship register distribution and collection

Write your greatest blessings on
“leaves.” Then place them on
the Blessing Tree in the
Welcome Center. Let's fill the
tree with blessings received.

Special Gifts and Memorials
Through April 21, 2019
Current
 In memory of Vic Kulhanek and Amelia Beamish
given by Jack & Pat Fluno

 In memory of Sally Johnson given by Betty & Vernon

 In memory of Laura Olds given by Huntz & Marilyn

Heister
St. Paul’s Student Assistance Fund

Meyer

 In memory of her grandson, Brenden, given by Janet

Link, Inge Johnson, and Jack & Pat Fluno

 In memory of Rev. Burton Stensberg given by Terry

 In memory of Laura Olds & Jim Korth given by Edna

& Helen McAuley
Cheerful Givers

Haferman

 In memory of Vic Kulhanek given by his stepson &

 In memory of Vic Kulhanek & Laura Olds given by

his wife, Chris & Kathy Gorski

Ruth Taggatz

 In memory of their niece, Sally Johnson, given by Bill

 In memory of Sam Henke, the brother of Rosie

& Elaine Wittrock

Oestrreicher & Charlotte Carlson; Pastor Burton
Stensberg, Amelia Beamish and Randy Pahl’s father
given by Bill & Elaine Wittrock

 In memory of Laura Olds given by her son, Morris

“Butch” Olds
Endowment Fund
 In memory of Sally Johnson given by Ron &
Georgene Provost, Jack & Pat Fluno, Barb Manz,
Edna Haferman, Jim & Jeanne Jackson, Bill & Elaine
Wittrock, David & Robin Koeshall, Mike & Gail
Kretschmer, Inge Johnson, Daniel & Sandra Teske,
and other friends & family

 In memory of Elaine’s Cousin Esther Schedler given
by Bill & Elaine Wittrock

 In memory of Sally Johnson given by Kathy Jackson
School

 In memory of Greg Ubinger given by Ron &
Georgene Provost
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Upcoming Events

STAFF

Spring Clean Up Day
Saturday, May 11 at 9 a.m.
Baby Bottle Campaign Begins
Mother’s Day ~ May 12
Confirmation Sunday
May 19 at 10:30 a.m.

APPRECIATION
WEEK
May 6-10

We always give thanks to God for all of you as we make
mention of you in our prayers, because we constantly
remember before God our Father your work produced
by faith, your labor produced by love, and your patient
endurance produced by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 (EHV)

Pastor Lucas Proeber · 989-780-3184 · pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
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