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WHAT DOES PENTECOST
HAVE TO DO WITH ME?
“When God the Spirit Came”
by Pastor Peter Plagenz
If I asked you for all the information about the Day of Pentecost you
knew, what would you be able to come up with? Perhaps you remember the sound of a rushing wind or tongues of fire on the disciples.
Maybe you think of the disciples speaking in languages they had never learned. You might even recall the sermon Peter preached to the
crowds that gathered. Regardless of your familiarity with this account,
pause here and read the whole chapter of Acts 2.
Pretty crazy, right? While the list is admittedly very long, this Biblical account is on my wish-I-could-have-been-there list. Just imagine
what it would have been like to stand among thousands of people all
grasping with infant hands of Spirit-given faith that, because that rumored rabbi was executed, they didn’t need to wonder where they
stood with God (not to mention the miraculous demonstrations of
God’s power). That would have been a wonder to witness!
But the significance of this account didn’t end in 33 A.D. This is not
just an opportunity to beef up before Bible trivia night. The Day of
Pentecost has immediate implications for you today—implications that
are grounded in the historical details.
Everything that happened on that first Pentecost—the sound of
wind, the tongues of fire, the preaching—all pointed to one important
event: the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The disciples were filled with
the Spirit, just as Jesus had promised (John 15).
With this divine gift, the disciples were changed men. Their entire
attitude and disposition transformed. The ones who were once hiding
in a locked room were now fearlessly broadcasting the name of Jesus
until their voices were hoarse. Talk about courage! Talk about power!
There’s no question who would have won the most-improvedevangelist awards.
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WHAT DOES PENTECOST HAVE TO DO WITH ME?
Continued from page 1
But what’s perhaps even more incredible is the
outcome of their witnessing. That group of a few
dozen Christians grew to hundreds, which grew to
thousands, which grew to millions, which to grew
billions. God’s kingdom increased exponentially as
the believers simply shared the love, joy, and peace
they now had because of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. They lived and breathed Christ alone as
the Holy Spirit filled them.

have the same, powerful Spirit. You also have the
same mission: proclaim the gospel.
This good news is not complicated. Because Jesus lived and died in your place, forgiveness is
yours. What’s more, as a believer God has given
you the special power and right to forgive the sins of
others. How many opportunities every day do you
have to ask for forgiveness and offer it to others?
There are your opportunities to witness—to proclaim the gospel!

“That’s all well and good, but what about these
immediate implications for me?” Well, what makes
you any different? No, you don’t have apostolic authority, and you aren’t speaking in new-to-you languages, but the exact same Spirit that filled the disciples is filling you right now! The simple fact of you
believing in Jesus is proof.

What does Pentecost have to do with you? Pentecost is your origin story—a biography of the
church. As you see the Holy Spirit powerfully filling
and working through the disciples, see yourself,
filled by the Holy Spirit, and the opportunities before you right now to boldly broadcast Christ and
proclaim the gospel. God the Spirit Came—to the
disciples and to you. †

So, if you have the same Spirit in you, what’s to
stop you from witnessing just as courageously? Just
as fearlessly? Answer: nothing! But not only do you

When God the Spirit Came (CW 478)
1. When God the Spirit came upon his church outpoured
in sound of wind and sign of flame, they spread his truth abroad
and, filled with the Spirit, proclaimed that Christ is Lord.
2.

What courage, power, and grace that youthful church displayed!
To those of every tribe and race they witnessed unafraid,
and, filled with the Spirit, they broke their bread and prayed.

3.

They saw God’s Word prevail, his kingdom still increase,
no part of all his purpose fail, no promised blessing cease
and, filled with the Spirit, knew love and joy and peace.

4. Their theme was Christ alone, the Lord who lived and died,
who rose to his eternal throne at God the Father’s side,
and, filled with the Spirit, the church was multiplied.
5. So to this present hour our task is still the same:
in Pentecostal love and pow’r his gospel to proclaim
and, filled with the Spirit, rejoice in Jesus’ name.
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Pentecost
is June 5.
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YOU WENT…SO HOW WAS IT?
By Pastor Proeber

At our conference on May 2 and 3 in Medford,
we focused on one of the tenets of the Lutheran
Reformation—sola scriptura—by Scripture alone.
For a number of years, we have held this conference under the theme “Continuing to Carry the
Torch of the Reformation.” The keynote presentation was by Seminary Professor (and former Seminary President) Paul Wendland. It was titled “Let
God be God: On Being Lutheran.” It provided a refreshing view of how Lutherans are “the most realistic people on earth” (not pessimists or optimists)
when it comes to the condition of this world and our
hearts and when it comes to unconditional grace of
God. To let God be God, we get out of the way as
much as we can so that we would let God speak, let
God give, and let God work.

In last month’s newsletter, I took some time to
try to explain the differences and similarities between a pastors’ retreat, a pastors’ conference, and
a district convention. If it basically just made your
head spin, that’s okay. All you need to remember is
that these are helpful and beneficial meetings with
other called workers.
This month, since the first two events have
passed, I want to provide a summary of each. At the
retreat in San Antonio, the main thrust was to continue growing in the grace of God, who has called us
into this wonderful (if, at times, trying) ministry. Dr.
Mark Paustian spoke to us about what God says to
pastors (and their wives) to help them stand firm in
their calling. He used the account of Moses and the
burning bush (Exodus 3 and 4) as the outline for our
discussion. There were a number of new insights we
learned about that text and how it applies to our current stage of life. Perhaps some of the material will
even show up in a sermon or Bible class.

We also had a chance to hear (via Zoom) from
the leader of the Ukranian Lutheran Church. He
spoke of terrible horrors that are happening daily to
men, women, and children. And yet, he was still realistic about the God in whom he trusts: “Jesus lives.
Jesus reigns. And, should we die at the hands of the
Russians, we will go to heaven.” It was amazing to
hear faith confessed so firmly in the face of such awful trials.

We also were given time to enjoy the company
of our former classmates and their wives. In some
cases, we had not seen these friends for four years
after spending much of our collegiate careers with
them.

While traveling and socializing to the extent that
we did can be tiring, these events were also fulfilling—spiritually, mentally, and physically. We
hope that you will receive some benefit from what
we were able to do through your gifts, prayers, and
support. If you have any questions about these
events, please reach out to either pastor. †

This retreat also provided encouragement for us
to enroll in continuing education courses through
the Seminary so that we would keep growing in
grace, and in knowledge and wisdom about how we
might best serve our members (you) and the
Church at large. We are thankful that you have supported us with your prayers and offerings so that we
can continue to grow in these ways.

Encourage one another and build each other up, just as you are also doing.
1 Thessalonians 5:11
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IT’S A WRAP!
by Staff Minister Randy Pahl
In our last installment of the
newsletter we told you about a
myriad of events that would take
place as we “wrap” up another
school year at St. Paul’s. We also
noted that there would be more
activities that still needed to take
place due to the fact that our last
day of school is on June 3rd.
The first event which occurred
was the Northland Lutheran Track
Meet for grades 5-8 and was held
on Friday, May 6th in Schofield.
The wind may have been a bit
blustery, but at least the sun was
shining and the competition was
hot and heavy! The final results
are still in the process of being
tallied and sent to the various
schools, but we can state with confidence that our student/athletes
gave it their all. It was a real joy
to watch them use their God-given
ability to His glory!

Next, on Tuesday, May 10th,
the 2nd annual Confirmation Banquet occurred. A delicious meal
prepared by Kent and Kristie
Schroeder was followed by our six
confirmation students reading
their well written essays before
the invited guests. Also, Northland Lutheran sophomore Mitchell
Kracht and Elder Rich Herrmann
each spoke words of encouragement to these young Christians! It
truly was an evening to remember
and helped to prepare them for
their Rite of Confirmation on Sunday, May 15th. May our gracious
God always be with these newest
communicant members of our St.
Paul’s congregation!
Then, on May 18th, grades K-4
took a field trip south of our fair
city for a visit to Timbavati Wildlife Park in Wisconsin Dells. As
you might imagine the animals

Grades 5-8 pictured above. Photos from the track meet below.
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were a big hit with the children,
especially the lions and tigers and
giraffes – oh my!
Still ahead before everything
“officially” comes to a close is a
piano recital and band concert, a
field trip to the Dells for grades 58, and a preschool program on
May 25th. Also on June 1st there
will be an evening of entertainment provided by grades K-4
(Kid’s Praise) and a play (Hello,
Shakespeare) performed by
grades 5-8. And, finally, graduation and the closing service is set
for Thursday evening June 2nd,
with the last day of school occurring on Friday!
As you can tell, it was and still
will be a very busy time as we put
a “wrap” on the 2021-22 school
year. May the good Lord be with
everyone as we go our separate
ways; however, with His strength
and guidance may we always remain close to Him! †
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A NIGHT OF ENTERTAINMENT
Our school invites you to a night of entertainment on Wednesday, June 1 at 6:30 PM. Students in
Kindergarten-4th grade will present the musical,
Kids Praise. It is about Psalty the Singing Songbook,
whose pages are full of songs. He travels around the
world telling kids about how much God loves them.
He then teaches the children to praise the Lord. This
musical has been described as an “explosion of
happiness!”
Students in grades 5-8 will present "Hello, Shakespeare." This fast-paced comedy is an entertaining
introduction to the wonderful world of Shakespeare. A narrator and her irreverent helper will
comically provide a brief biography of the man himself, who will appear in protest to make sure they get
all the details right. Drawing from Shakespeare’s long
list of histories, comedies, and tragedies, a grand parade of the Bard’s
most cherished and famous characters will follow. They will humorously
reenact brief moments from their plays and recite their most famous
lines. With a hilarious grand finale performance of “Pyramus and Thisbe”
from A Midsummer Night’s Dream, this whirlwind introduction to Shakespeare will have something for everyone. Come and support our students on June 1st! †

SPECIAL EVENTS IN JUNE
Family Fun Nights return in
June. Come for pizza, games and
other fund on Friday, June 10 at
5:30PM. The whole church family
is invited, whether you are young
or old.
On June 12, we will meet to
renew Mr. Randy Pahl’s one year
call to serve as Staff Minister and
to extend a provisional call to Mrs.
Kellie Jensen to serve as our 3K
Teacher.

St. Paul’s will once again have
a booth at Wisconsin Rapids
Downtown Farmers Market. A
couple of time during the summer,
we will provide a simple children’s activity and information our
church and school. Our first date
is June 16. Contact Todd Ferkey
(715-421-2848) if you would like to
help with this outreach opportunity.
On June 26, our 10:30AM worship service will be held at Robinson Park followed by a church picnic. This is a good event to invite
your friends to! †
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WHO’S MY ELDER
UPDATE
In our December newsletter,
we introduced you to the Board of
Elders. Vaughn Hetzel has taken
on the task of helping Pastor
Plagenz with monthly shut-in visits. Randy Mayes will now serve
as elder for his group (EricksonJaworski).
Randy & his
wife Carla transferred to St.
Paul's in 2018 .
The Mayes children all went
through St. Paul’s
School. Randy
operates a taxidermy studio in
the Stevens Point area. †

A NEW FACE IN
THE OFFICE
Diane Schroeder has joined
the office staff at St. Paul’s. She is
a member at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. Diane has many
years experience in the field of
accounting and will be taking
over most of the bookkeeping duties. Be sure to introduce yourself
when you stop by the office.
After a year of searching for
her replacement, Mrs. Carol
Brown can finally retire. She will
continue to provide office support
to the school as a volunteer. We
thank God for her many years or
service. †
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FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT FOR APRIL
By Michael Anderson, Financial Secretary
For the month of April, we received gifts of $7,605 toward the
Organ Fund. Currently (as of
5/11/22), we are only $2,229 away
from the amount needed to make
our final payment after the organ
is returned and the repairs approved. What a wonderful blessing this is to have received! The
Leadership Council was certain
we would have to take out a loan
to cover at least part of the repairs. Thankfully, that will not be
the case!
We received another “out of
the ordinary” gift this month of

$1,200 for Tuition Assistance from
Aaron’s Hands, the “owner” of the
Dime and Dollar-Wisconsin Rapids store. It was decided during
the move from Stevens Point to
Wisconsin Rapids that the Wausau
and Rapids stores would split so a
new board and structure was
formed (Aaron’s Hands) as it parted ways with Great Faith, Inc. of
the Wausau and former Point
stores. One of the major changes
in the new organization is instead
of 100% of the Dime and Dollar –
Wisconsin Rapids proceeds going
to support Northland, 90% will be
sent to NLHS and 10% will go an-

other WELS or WELS-related
ministry each month. St. Paul’s
Tuition Assistance fund was the
first recipient. This is done, in
part, to thank the many volunteers from the various churches
who support the thrift store with
both their time and their donations. The intent is to support a
different ministry each month.
If you have any questions
regarding our finances, please
don’t hesitate to let me know. I
would be happy to do my best to
help everyone understand our
financial picture just a little better. †

CELEBRATE DIME & DOLLAR’S
FIRST ANNIVERSARY
IN WISCONSIN RAPIDS!
by Jan Peronto
Dime & Dollar is celebrating the
one year anniversary of their
Grand Opening in Wisconsin
Rapids with sales throughout the month of June. The
thrift store opened on June 12 of last year. They are
celebrating a very successful first year by extending their appreciation to customers with storewide
sales! Look for Dime & Dollar Facebook posts or
watch for in-store sale signs during the month of
June.

hours or unusual work times such as cleaning the
store in the evening. Our needs are diverse from
woodworkers to build shelves to those who like to
sit and sort greeting cards or jewelry. This store
runs entirely on the goodness of volunteers and the
past year’s success is a result of many hard workers.
Pick up a volunteer application at the store or the
church office!
Dime & Dollar is located at 1351 8th St. S, Wisconsin Rapids, and is open Monday through Friday
from 10am to 5pm and on Saturdays from 10am to
2pm. Donations are accepted on Tuesdays from
11am to 2pm and Thursdays from 1pm to 4pm. If
you have questions, please call us at 715-421-2030.
We hope to see you soon! †

You can become a part of the Dime & Dollar
team by offering your time and talents by volunteering at the store. They offer four-hour work shifts for
positions such as cashiers, baggers, and processors,
but there is much flexibility if you prefer fewer
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SPECIAL GIFTS & MEMORIALS

CATECHISM
CORNER

Through May 15, 2022
Organ Fund
 In honor of Dorothy Ubinger’s 91st birthday
given by the family of Dorothy Ubinger


In memory of Glenn Spindler given by Robert
& Katie Schalow



In memory of Bob & Jean Haferman’s sister-inlaw, Lorna, given by Tom & Gayle Bartelt

May Your Will Be Done
Disasters bring suffering. Personal loss brings
pain. People around us may ridicule God’s
Word. Christians often experience an inner
struggle–a battle with their own sinful desires
as they long to do the will of God.

Debt Reduction
 In memory of Jan Peronto’s mother given by
Rob & Sue Lipke

Such challenges can be a big part of life, but
Christians are not left without hope. We have a
gracious and powerful God who is working in
our lives and who invites us to pray the Third
Petition with confidence. What are we asking of
him when we pray, “Your will be done on earth
as in heaven”?

IN THE MAILBOX

God’s good and gracious will certainly is done
without out prayer, but we pray in this petition
that it may be done among us also.

Cheerful Givers
 In memory of their parents given by Terry &
Sandy Krause

Thank you for the volunteers from your church that
helped at SWEPS during the days of 5/2 through
5/6/22. During those 5 days, 137 households were
served, for a total of 363 individuals including 11
new clients in South Wood County. We are so thankful for those who care about the well-being of our
neighbors in this area.

How will God’s will be done? God’s will is done
when he breaks and defeats every evil plan and
purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful
flesh, which try to prevent us from keeping
God’s name holy and letting his kingdom come.
And God’s will is done when he strengthens
and keeps us firm in his Word and in the faith as
long as we live. This is his good and gracious
will.

Our needs are ongoing, so food and monetary
donations are continuously and graciously appreciated. We also appreciate paper and plastic bags.
For those who ask, a “current need list” is on our
website.

- Luther’s Catechism © 2017 NPH

The MOVE finally happened…WE are open in our
new location as of May 2nd. Our facebook page
and website are showing the information.

Baptisms
Bianca June , Boston John
& Bravery Michael Thuecks
Emma Kay & Rowyn Rae Pankratz

It is faithful church volunteers who make everything
possible by continuing to serve the growing number
of clients here on the home front. With the longevity
of the pandemic, the mill idling and the requirement
of the continuance of the drive-through style service,
these volunteers are vital.

New Members
Ken & Sue Brester
United in Marriage
Rachel Haugly & Ross Provost

Thanks again, for your help at SWEPS and supporting those in need in our area.
South Wood Emerging Pantry Shelf,
Assistant Operations Mgr…Pat Barton †
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UPCOMING EVENTS
May 26 ~ Ascension Day Service
June 3 ~ Last Day of School
June 5 ~ Pentecost Sunday
June 10 ~ Family Fun Night
June 16 ~ St. Paul’s at Farmers Market
Pastor Lucas Proeber · 989-780-3184 · pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz · 920-689-3036· pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org

8

