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UNITED IN FAITH
by Pastor Plagenz
Voters’ Meeting Devotion
from May 18, 2021
Have you ever wondered
what life was like as a member
of the early Christian church?
Maybe it’s just a nerdy pastor
thing to think about. Hopefully,
I’m not the only one. But it’s an
interesting thing to think about
to me at least.
Imagine living in Philippi in the year 60 AD. What would it be like if we
would walk into church on a Sunday morning there? What would their worship be like? What would their congregation be like? What would being a
member of that congregation entail? Would they have voters’ meetings?
These are the kinds of questions that will keep you up at night.
I do think it’s same to assume there would be a lot of differences, but we
may be surprised by the amount of similarities, too. We can pick up on
these similarities from reading Paul’s letters to these churches. So, since
we’re thinking about Philippi, let’s check out the book of Philippians.
Paul right away points out that he is writing this letter while being imprisoned in Rome, a very obvious example of the persecution and suffering
he endured for the gospel. This is just one example of the opposition that
stood in the way of the gospel. The Philippians saw other examples while
Paul was with them and the persecution he endured then. They were all
aware of these adversaries of the faith.
So at the end of chapter 1, Paul tells them to stand “firm in one spirit,
contending together with one soul for the faith of the gospel.” But how are
they to do that? He lays that out in the first 4 verses of chapter 2.
With four conditional statements, ones that he knows are true, he gives
the reason for what’s coming next. He says, “If there is any encouragement
in Christ…” They do. “And if any comfort from His love…” Yep. “If any fellowship with the Spirit” Uh huh.
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United in Faith Continued from pg 1
“And if any affection and compassion” Yes, it’s all true, Paul. “THEN
make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being
united in spirit, and having one mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or
empty conceit, but in humility consider one another better than yourselves.
Let each of you look carefully not only to your own interests, but also to the
interests of others.”

So what are we supposed to do in the face of these adversaries? When
you feel that flame of “me, my opinion, my way” growing in your thoughts, in
your conversations with others, and in your interactions with each other,
douse that flame with humble repentance. Identify and admit your own faults
and failures. And go back to the source. Go back to the gospel which unites
us all in Jesus Christ.
He gave up everything—all his divine power, authority, recognition,
praise—he gave it up to be our servant, our substitute, our sacrifice. He gave
it up for the cross so that your division and pride and selfishness is now completely forgiven and forgotten.
And focusing now on his love, the same love that unites us all together as
one body, one congregation, we can stand firm, turning away all obstacles to
the gospel and reaching out to people with that same uniting love of Jesus
one heart and home at a time. †

Just conduct yourselves in a way that
is worthy of the gospel of Christ...
standing firm in one spirit, contending
together with one soul for the faith of
the gospel…
So if there is any encouragement in
Christ, if any comfort from his love, if
any fellowship with the spirit, if any
affection and compassion, then
make my joy complete by being
like-minded, having the same love,
being united in spirit, and having one
mind. Do nothing out of selfish
ambition or empty conceit, but in
humility consider one another better
than yourselves. Let each of you look
carefully not only to your own
interests, but also to the interests of
others.
- Philippians 1:27, 2:1-4 (EHV)

VOTERS' MEETING RECAP
 The budget was approved as proposed.

We currently have $3,580 in the Organ
Repair Fund.* Fundraising information
will be available soon. In the meantime,
if you want to give a gift to this project,
over and above your usual giving,
please mark “Organ Fund” on you offering envelope. You can bring any questions and comments to Council members
or the pastoral staff.

 Mr. Pahl's part-time call to serve as staff minister
was extended another year.
 The proposal to repair the organ was accepted.
The item that led to the most discussion was how to
finance the needed repairs on the organ. Whether we
secure a loan or pay for the entire project in cash, we
need $25,000 in hand before we can sign the repair
contract. This proposal is only good for 6 months; after
that the price will probably increase.

*At the voters’ meeting, the Treasurer guessed the amount in
the fund was $10,000. This amount was incorrect.

2

Icon by corpus delecti from the Noun Project

So what do you think the congregation in Philippi struggled with? The
same thing that the congregations in Corinth, and in Ephesus, and in Galatia,
and in Rome, and in Wisconsin Rapids struggled with. Division... Pride...
Selfishness… these things that the devil and all those with him have been
using for centuries, specifically among God’s people, to drive wedges
where they don’t belong and cripple the gospel ministry. In our interaction
with each other from day to day and week to week, he prods us to focus on
ourselves, to inflate our abilities and our rights, to belittle those who differ
from us, as he expertly kindles and feeds into flame these sparks of division
until, in the worst cases, the whole church burns down.
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SUMMER OUTREACH
With warmer summer weather comes more opportunities to get out in our community and share what we’re all
about at St. Paul’s—reaching out with the love of Jesus one
heart and home at a time. To do that, we are planning some
specific events, and we need your help!
CHURCH IN THE PARK
First, on Sunday June 13 we will have Church in the
Park. Our 10:30 worship service that day will be at Robinson
Park on the northeast side of the city. We will also serve a
picnic lunch after the service with some opportunities for fellowship. We hope to invite many unchurched individuals to
the service, especially those in the neighborhoods surrounding the park.
To help serve the food and clean up after the meal, we
need 3 to 4 volunteers. Please contact Todd Ferkey at 715421-2848 if you love your God and are able to serve your
neighbor in this way. You can also help by checking out the
“Wish List” for different ways to contribute funds or items
needed for the event. That list can be found on the Ministry
Table in the Welcome Center. There you will also find a signup sheet for the event itself. If you plan to attend, please
register so we can plan accordingly.
BOOTH AT DOWNTOWN FARMERS MARKET
Second, St. Paul’s will have a booth at the Wisconsin
Rapids Downtown Farmers Market once a month from June
through September! By offering a children’s activity, such as
face painting or craft making, we will not only be able to
highlight upcoming events at church and school but also get
to know our community better. We need 2 to 3 volunteers to
assist with the children’s activity, answer questions, and represent the church and school. Our booth will be open Thursdays from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM on the following dates: June 10, July 22, August 19, and September 16. If you love your
God and are able to serve your neighbor in this way, please contact Todd Ferkey at 715-421-2848.
OFF-SITE VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Third, in late July and early August, we will hold off-site Vacation Bible School. We did this several years ago.
We will hold a one-evening event at three different parks in the hopes of reaching families in the neighbors around
the parks. On July 28, we will be at Sandlot Park; on August 4, we will be at Helen’s House at the Zoo, and on August
5, we will be at Robinson Park. Help will be needed in many areas. Look for future announcements on this. The contact person is Kent Schroeder (715-421-4202).
CLOTHING GIVEAWAY
Finally, the Clothing Giveaway will be August 5-7 with donation days beforehand. Volunteers will be needed
for set up, sorting, assisting “customers,” and clean up. The contact person is Michelle Gear (920-784-4643).
We hope you will join us as we proclaim God’s love to Wisconsin Rapids!
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THE FAMILY ALTAR
By Principal John Melso
In last month’s newsletter, I shared what I
have found to be
common characteristics of families that
have raised children
who have remained faithful to God.
I placed these three common characteristics as legs on a stool.
Through my observations over the
years, I have found all three to be
important factors. This newsletter
article shares thoughts on the leg
titled, Family Altar.
The term, Family Altar, makes
the connection to the altar used in
church. An altar is used for worship. At church we likely equate
worship with conducting a church
service, but worship is more than
just a gathering in a sanctuary.
Worship happens anytime we focus
our attention on Christ. Family worship can happen at bedtime,
mealtime, devotional time, really
anytime. Worship often happens in
events of daily life. For example,

the sound of an ambulance or fire
truck might lead us to pray for those
in peril. Especially important are
the events that lead us to confess
and receive forgiveness for the
things we’ve done. Ultimately,
when God is put in the front of our
minds, and not the back of our
minds, then worship happens naturally. Therefore, the Family Altar is
not made of wood or stone. It is
made of a resolve to put Christ first
in our lives.
If your family does not have an
active family altar presently in
place, you may wonder how to get
started. Conducting family devotions is an important first step. Pick
a time that is convenient, for instance, bedtime or mealtime. If you
are wondering what to use for family devotions, ask Mr. Melso. He has
a stack of children’s story Bibles to
give away. If you are not already
praying at meal times, begin making it a tradition. If you already do
that, maybe begin the tradition of

holding hands while you pray. This
will give all members of the family a
sense of unity of faith. As you become more and more comfortable
with family devotion and prayer,
other opportunities to express faith
will begin to happen naturally.
As we enter the church season
of Pentecost, we are reminded that
the Holy Spirit works to create and
strengthen faith through the Word
and Sacraments. As you lead your
family to God’s Word, the Holy Spirit promises that His Word will be
effective. Isaiah 55:10-11: As the
rain and the snow come down from
heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it
bud and flourish, so that it yields
seed for the sower and bread for the
eater, so is my word that goes out
from my mouth: It will not return to
me empty, but will accomplish what
I desire and achieve the purpose for
which I sent it. †

NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
For close to thirty years, Mrs. Carol Brown has served our congregation as School
Secretary, first as a volunteer (when her husband was principal) and then as a paid employee.
We thank Carol for her many years of service. She plans to continue to help the school as a
volunteer assisting with special projects.
Now that Carol is ready to retire, we are seeking an additional person to work part-time
(or possibly full-time) in the joint church/school office.

Thank you, Mrs. Brown!

We are seeking a WELS member with communication skills who is able to work independently and respond to
changing work demands. Duties would include receptionist, preparing documents for worship and other events,
data entry, light bookkeeping and more, all handled in a Christian manner. Previous office and computer experience is a plus. Training will be provided.
The office is open 8:00 AM-4:00 PM Monday-Friday with reduced hours in the summer. Your schedule could
be flexible during this time. For a complete job description or an application, please contact Judy Stensberg at
715-421-3634 or churchoffice@stpauslwr.org. †
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SLOWLY WORKING BACK TO NORMAL:
Worship Adjustments for June 2021
by the Pastoral Staff
As promised, the pastoral staff has regularly met
and discussed how we can safely and effectively progress back to a worship experience that is more normal than what we have had over the past twelve
months. As an aside, we as a staff do not share our
thanks often enough for your patience, consideration,
and feedback throughout these adjustments. Thank
you! Moving forward, the pastoral staff, supported by
the Leadership Council and Board of Elders, want to
make you aware of another batch of adjustments that
will begin on June 6.

We will continue to distribute the Lord’s
Supper in a similar manner, utilizing
continuous distribution.
Even with this approach, if you would like to commune
next to your family or loved ones, you are more than
welcome to receive the elements as a group, almost
like a mini table. With that said, we are going to make
some changes to this style of distribution:

We will pass the offering plates to gather
offerings and Connect Cards.


A number of studies have shown that COVID
does not spread through the touching of like surfaces.



If you would still prefer to not touch the offering
plate, you are free to politely motion to the usher
that you would not like to handle the plate. Some
of you might already do this if you give electronically and do not have an envelope to place in the
plate.



We will also keep the Information Booth as a secondary place for offerings and Connect Cards to
be placed, should you wish to not handle the
plate or if you miss when the offering is gathered
for one reason or another.



We will offer the common cup. Those who do not
wish to partake of the common cup are encouraged to continue using the individual cups.



The “flow” of the distribution will also be reversed, in a way.



We will encourage more singing by the
entire congregation.






You will be ushered up the center aisle, where
the individual cups and gluten-free wafers will
be available on a table. For those who have
been members pre-COVID, this will be more
akin to our previous practice.



You will receive and consume the bread at the
“center” stations, then move to the “outer” stations to receive and consume the wine, either
by individual or common cup.



You will return to your seat by using the side
aisle.



Empty individual cups are to be placed in the
baskets on the shelves near the front pew.
We will also continue to offer private communion
for the time being for those who desire it.
We will keep the tape on the pews and encourage seating to remain socially distanced during worship.

Studies have shown that singing is no more dangerous than speaking loudly; we still speak loudly in quite a few places throughout our worship
service.



For new or unfamiliar hymns, longer songs, and
psalms, we will still utilize the gifted small singing groups that we have to lead and beautify our
worship.
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Social distancing is still recommended by many;
it seems to be one of the most helpful things in
mitigating mass transmission of the virus in worship. This is part of the reasoning for maintaining
continuous distribution, as well.
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Chairs will remain available
in the Welcome Center as extra and flexible seating.
Distanced seating will also be
helpful for ushers to reach
people with the offering
plates and for communicants
to be ushered out for the
Lord’s Supper, should someone on the end of the pew
choose to remain seated.

We do realize that there may
be some strong feelings about some
of these adjustments. It should be
said that certain things are not
carved in stone. We hope that our
adjustments make it clear that we
want to guide you gently through
these times, keeping the most important thing at the center: Christ
and his gospel through the means of
grace. Whether in “COVID times”
or “normal times,” he is our foundation; he is our everything. He’s the
reason we worship in the first place,
no matter what our worship looks
like.
Please share your comments
or questions with any member of
the pastoral staff—call, email, or
stop by the office. †
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MASKS & MUGS UPDATE …AND THANKS
by Staff Minister Randy Pahl
Greetings to one and all. As
we compose this article for the
June newsletter, we find ourselves
approximately one week from the
end of the 2020-21 school year.
As the children begin to close this
chapter on their various courses
of study, as well as the school
year, we marvel at how good and
gracious our glorious God has
been, allowing us to navigate
through this pandemic virtually
unscathed…to Him be the glory!
In my most recent SPYs update, I informed you of our latest
project that is being spearheaded
by Mr. Rick Stensberg. He asked
our group if they would be interested in designing some Christian
logos that could be used on facemasks or coffee mugs. Well, the
good news is that a variety of
unique designs have been created and turned into options for
young and old alike! It is our intent to first offer these to our congregational members to see how
well they are received. If we
have some positive reviews and

sales, it’s possible that we will
expand our offering beyond the
doors of St. Paul’s. Again, we will
keep you posted as the details
evolve.
Also, as a point of information, it was decided at the May 18
quarterly Voters’
Meeting to reissue the
Call for my position
for another year –
thank you!!! As mentioned earlier, even with the worldwide
health issues taking place, we
here at St. Paul’s have been truly
blessed. We are looking forward,
with eager anticipation, to being
able to serve you and our community even further with the restrictions of COVID 19 starting to
ease (we hope and pray) in the
coming year. As we move forward with the Great Commission
of Matthew 28:19, “Therefore go
and gather disciples from all nations,” may the good Lord bless
our efforts and be with us now and
always! †

Our Teen Confirmands:
† Jamie Jean Meister
† Brianna Joy Perry
† Danny Joseph Schiestle
† Macy Anne Vollert
Baptized:
† Benjamin Hunter Hermann
† Victoria Faith Lopez
Contact Rafters Baseball at 715-424-5400.
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FIELDTRIPS – EDUCATIONAL, YET FUN!!!
By Staff Minister Randy Pahl
On Tuesday, May 11 grades 3-8 of St. Paul’s ventured
on a field trip to Camp Phillip located near Wautoma, WI.
A variety of activities were planned for the appropriate
grade levels including hiking, kayaking, as well as a low
and high ropes course. Students in the lower grades enjoyed looking for plants and animals on a nature trail and
hitting the water (for a few of them “literally”), while the
upper grade students (plus Mrs. Fiecko and Pastor Proeber) climbed to heights of 30 feet or more! All-in-all it
was a most successful and enjoyable day!

We really “dug” the backhoe.

Pastor climbs with ease!

Whatever you do,
don’t look down!

Then, on Friday, May 14, it was time for PreK-grade 4
to load up the bus and head just outside of Plover to the
farm of John and Melissa Eron. Watching the backhoe
remove large sections of dirt to expose the soil and clay
gave the children an opportunity to climb down and witness layer and temperature changes. Hands-on activities
included the spreading of prairie flower seeds and the
use of plastic cups to create layers of bedrock, rocks,
sand, and soil to see how groundwater plays an integral
part in crop growth. An added bonus was that the WELS
“Kids Connection” crew was on hand taking video footage of the events. They also conducted interviews with
Principal Melso, as well as other adults and students
alike. We look forward to seeing the finished product in
the fall or spring of 2021-22!

K-2 and dirt = fun!

THIS IS A GREAT MYSTERY

HAVE VACATION PLANS?

by Pastor Lucas Proeber

Don’t leave God’s Word behind!

No, I’m not talking about the Aaron Rodgers/Green Bay
Packers situation; I’m talking about the content of the letter to
the Ephesians! On Sunday mornings, we have been combing
through the verses of this wonderful book of the Bible. And,
yes, there’s a mysterious element to it. But that’s not all! This
study has a little bit of everything: doctrinal discussion, meaningful application, connection to the rest of Scripture, and
much more! So, no matter what type of Bible study you prefer,
give the Sunday morning study of Ephesians a try! We will be
starting chapter 2 in the near future; a great chapter to learn
about and discuss more with fellow Christians!
Just a quick note on scheduling: there will be no Sunday
morning Bible class on May 30th or June 13th. Still, we hope to
see you over the summer months as we dive into the mystery
of God’s will as revealed through Scripture!†

7

Watch St. Paul’s worship services online via
YouTube or Facebook. You can find a link to our
new YouTube channel on our website
(stpaulswr.org/watch). Be sure to subscribe and
hit the bell icon to receive notifications when we
go live.
Another option is to use the WELS locator to
find a WELS church near your vacation spot. Just
go to the WELS website (wels.net) and tap on
“Find a Church/School” at the top of the homepage.
Your “Family Altar” (See Mr. Melso’s article
on page 4) can go with you no matter where you
travel. God’s Word is a great discussion topic
while sitting by a campfire or relaxing by a pool.
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DIME & DOLLAR GRAND OPENING
by Jan Peronto
Help us celebrate the grand opening of Dime and Dollar Thrift
Store in Wisconsin Rapids on June 12th. We will begin with a
ribbon cutting ceremony at 9:45 AM and open our doors to the
public at 10:00 AM. Check out our new location next to LaTaqueria Mexican restaurant near Pick N Save! Need some
household supplies or some new summer clothing? Feel like
curling up to a good book while relaxing at the beach or enjoying a DVD on a rainy day? We might have what you are looking
for! Enjoy our friendly, Christian atmosphere and browse leisurely in our new store!
It’s time to donate!
Our first donation day will be from noon until 6:00 PM on
Wednesday, May 26th. We hope to have other donation days
the following week on Tuesday, June 1 from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM
and Thursday, June 3 from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. The store will
have a phone hooked up on June 1. The number will be 715-4212030, so you will be able to call ahead to find out whether the
store is open or accepting donations.

What are some items
we especially need
right now?












Fiction books (both paperback and hard cover)
Jeans for all ages and sizes
Furniture (no mattresses or sofa beds)
Children’s summer clothes
Men’s summer clothes
Home décor
Sheet sets
DVDs and CDs
Antique/vintage items in good condition
Tools and hardware items
Small appliances

All items should be CLEAN and in WORKING
ORDER with NO missing or broken parts!

GRAND OPENING JUNE 12
1351 8th Street S.
Wisconsin Rapids, WI
Open Mon.-Wed. and Friday
10AM to 5PM
Thursday 10AM-7PM
Saturday 10AM-1PM

We will not accept the following:
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Stained/Torn Clothing
Blinds
Children’s Car Seats/Booster Seats/Highchairs
Cribs
Computers, Printers, and Components
Encyclopedias
Exercise Equipment
Golf Bags and Clubs
Large Appliances
Liquid items such as make-up, lotions, shampoos, etc.
Mattresses
Sofa Beds/Hide-a-Bed
Snow Ski’s – Downhill/Cross Country
Suitcases
Typewriters
Televisions
Videotapes/Cassette tapes
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SPECIAL GIFTS AND MEMORIALS
Through May 16, 2021
Current Expenses

Cheerful Givers



In memory of Sheila Provost’s mother, Donna Anderson, given by Marilyn Link, Randy & Carla
Mayes, David & Robin Koeshall



In memory of Sheila Provost’s mother, Donna Anderson, given by Kathy Jackson





In memory of Irma Hellner given by Cheri Weiss

In memory of Larry Ubinger's sister given by Bev
Pecher



In memory of Doris Rehman's April 30th birthday
given by her daughter and son-in-law, Robin &
David Koeshall



In memory of her mother on Mother's Day given by
Bev Pecher

St. Paul's Student Assistance Fun

School


In memory of Sheila Provost’s mother, Donna Anderson, given by Vernon & Betty Meyer

Mortgage


In memory of Sheila Provost’s mother, Donna Anderson, given by Larry Ubinger, LaVern & Delores
Becker



In memory of Irma Hellner given by Edna & Faith
Haferman



In memory of Sheila Provost’s mother, Donna Anderson, given by Edna & Faith Haferman, Bob &
Katie Schalow

CATECHISM CORNER
Christ redeemed us so that we should be his own, both now and forever.
What is Christ’s goal in making us his own?
Luke 1:68,74,75 Blessed is the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has visited us and prepared
redemption for his people…to grant deliverance to us from the hand of our enemies, so that we
are able to serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
Romans 6:6 We know that our old self was crucified with him, to make our sinful body powerless, so that we
would not continue to serve sin.
2 Corinthians 5:15 And he died for all, so that those who live would no longer live for themselves but for him,
who died in their place and was raised again.
Titus 2:14 He gave himself for us, to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people who are
his own chosen people, eager to do good works.
1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, the people who are God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light.
Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I am now
living in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
Christ made us his own so that we might be freed from slavery to sin to live instead for him (“live under him in
his kingdom, and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness” [Luther’s Small Catechism, Explanation of the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed]).
- Luther’s Catechism © 2017 NPH
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UPCOMING EVENTS
June 10 - Booth at the
Downtown Farmers Market
June 12 - Grand Opening
at Rapids Dime & Dollar
June 13 - Church in the Park
July 11 - WELS Night
at the Ballpark

Pastor Lucas Proeber · 989-780-3184 · pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz · 920-689-3036· pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org
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