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Proactive Faith
By Pastor Lucas Proeber
Would you consider yourself more of a proactive or reactive person? Do
you order your life in a way that you prepare for just about anything? Or
are you more the type to let life go by and, once you absolutely need to do
something, that’s when action takes place?
I think of eating and exercise as a big area where this applies. You can either eat and exercise in a way that attempts to live with a healthy heart,
brain, gut, mouth, everything; or you can wait to do all that healthy stuff
until after something bad happens or your doctor tells you to change your
diet.
Car maintenance is another area that comes to mind. You can be ahead of
the game by keeping a schedule for checking and changing fluids, rotating tires, washing it inside and out, etc. Or you can wait until the check engine light comes on. Finances, rest, grocery shopping, the list could go on
and on.
But, I’m not going to address how you choose to
take care of your body or car—not this month, at
least. There is, however, one category that I would
suggest demands us to be proactive—living out
our relationship with God. Are you a proactive
Christian or a reactive Christian?
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It’s clear we can’t be proactive in our salvation (just read Ephesians 2:1-10
for proof). Thank God that he was proactive in his relationship with us! But,
then, as we react to what God has done for us, we constantly want to improve how we proactively involve God in our lives. And, just so it’s clear,
I’m not saying this from a soapbox—as I look at my life with God, I so often
turn to Him only when times are hard, when I feel weak, or when I don’t
know where else to go. I would guess that many of you are in the same
boat. So, I want to challenge myself and you to be more proactive in how
we live our lives for God.
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Proactive Faith continued from pg 1

plan my personal time
with God
and
– attend worship
Bible study often
nities
– seek out opportu
of service
– plan to give
offerings

–

What might that look like? Well, you can plan your personal time with
God, when you pray and read His Word, and keep that time sacred—
nothing gets to interrupt that time with your Savior. You can attend worship and Bible study as often as you can, regardless of whether life is
going well or you’ve come on tough times, regardless of the topic or
time of year—plan it and make it happen. You might seek out opportunities of service at church and in our community rather than waiting for
someone to ask you for help. You might plan to give offerings over and
above what you have in the past instead of waiting for a special giving
project or a shortfall to be reported.
Will you always feel like you’re in control? Will things always go the way
you plan? No. God is the only one who can say those things. But, as you
live a life of proactive faith and trust in God, I think you’ll find that you
will be better prepared for when hardships hit home. To put it another
way, being more proactive improves how you react to the unexpected
things of life.
In the end, God promises to always be proactive with his love and forgiveness. What a great comfort! May that also serve as an ideal model
for how we live our lives in thanks to Him and show his love in serving
others.

What’s in Your Closet?
St. Paul’s will hold its first annual clothing drive this summer. In August, we will have two days, when the community
can come and select what they need for their family. You can help a family get their back-to-school clothes , or help
someone get some much needed warm clothing for fall.
There are many ways you can help. First is to gather your extra clothing and bring it to church on the donation
days: Tuesday, August 6 – 10AM-6PM and Wednesday, August 7 – 10AM-6PM. Please do not bring it early; we do
not have storage space. And please bring only clothing; no other items will be accepted.
Second, volunteer to help the week of the event. We will need people to accept donations, sort clothing by size etc. and work on-site
during the “shopping” days: Friday, Aug. 9 – 4PM-6PM and Saturday, August 10 – 8AM-12PM. We will also need people to pack up
the leftovers and to clean up.
Finally, help us get the word out. We want to serve our community,
not just the members of our church. You can help by hanging posters and letting your friends and neighbors know about this great
event.
To volunteer, please contact Michelle Gear by email:
michellemgear@gmail.com
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“Let’s Build an Ark” Vacation Bible School
Sunday, July 28 through Thursday, August 1
Most children have at least a passing idea of the story of
Noah’s ark. It’s often presented as a fun Bible story, and
you can’t miss the cutesy, round ark with the giraffe’s
head poking out the roof on wallpaper, light switches,
games, and toys. Sadly many children have little or no
concept of the truths behind the real story. It is the purpose of “Let’s Build an Ark” to give children a true account of this story, along with five other Bible stories that
reinforce the Bible truths. Not only will the children learn
more about the Genesis account through various presentations, but they will also work as a group to construct a
six-foot model of the ark. Every aspect of this curriculum
will lead your children to a better understanding of God’s
justice, care, goodness, guidance, and promises.

“By faith Noah . . . built an ark to save his family.”

Preparation and planning for VBS is underway. Please
- Hebrews 11:7
consider volunteering, as a successful VBS event requires
many helping hands. Feel free to volunteer at any time
between now and the VBS dates. We hope to welcome back the experience of past VBS volunteers and add some
new faces and talent, too.
Please contact any Children’s Outreach Ministries Task Force member with any questions, suggestions or ideas.
Task Force Members: Emma Schroeder, Janet Heister, John Melso, Kent Schroeder, Linda Pollnow, Pastor Proeber
Laurie Meister
715.570.9560
meisters.kclm@gmail.com

WHERE HELP IS NEEDED

Position that require more prep or knowledge:

†

Childcare—Watch children 3 yrs old and under with the help of another.

†

Bible Lesson Leader

†

Preschool Program

†

Decorating—Work with others to make the
rooms used for VBS more inviting

†

Ark Model Building Session I (Zookeepers & Mountain Makers)

†

Team Leaders—Move groups of children
through a rotation or stations

†

Ark Model Building Session II (Rainbow Painters &
Shipbuilders)

†

VBS Helpers—Assist at stations or with rotation
groups

†

Music

†

Technology

†

Youth and Adult Bible Study

Teens are
welcome to
volunteer!

TO VOLUNTEER, contact Laurie Meister
715.570.9560 or meisters.kclm@gmail.com
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Next School Year Takes Shape
2019-2020 Enrollment
Presently St. Paul's Lutheran School has 107 enrolled for next school year. The breakdown of grades is as follows:
21 - Preschool
13 - Kindergarten
19 - Grades 1-2
17 - Grades 3-4
19 - Grades 5-6
18 - Grades 7-8
107 - TOTAL
[We had 106 enrolled at this time last year. We ended the year
with 108 students.]
46 students are members of St. Paul's.
11 students are members of area WELS churches.
11 students are unchurched or prospective members.
39 students are members of non-WELS churches.
Classroom Teaching Assignments for 2019-2020
Miss Josie Avery will teach grades 3-4.
Mrs. Fiecko will move to grades 7-8 and take over Mr. Pahl's teaching
duties.
Mr. Melso will continue to teach grades 1-4 math. Miss Haugly, Mrs.
Obsuszt, and Mr. Quint will continue in their present roles.
Miss Avery's call is to teach middle grades. We had requested a 7th
and 8th grade teacher, but none were available. Since Mrs. Fiecko has
experience teaching 7th and 8th grade, we allowed the assignment
committee to assign us a middle grade teacher.

New Teacher Moves In
Our new teacher, Miss Josie Avery, was here to visit on June 17-18. She met some of our members, our leadership,
and our staff. She also toured the city, the school and her classroom, discussing curriculum Mrs. Fiecko.
Miss Avery will be moving into town the weekend of June 29-30. She will be using Parsonage 2 (on Lily Lane) as a teacherage. Through gifts from Willing Workers and others, we
were able to refinish the cabinetry and install some new vinyl laminate flooring in that
house. We also cleaned the remaining carpet and painted the walls. Thank you to everyone who worked on this project.
As of this writing, however, the house still needs a few new or gently-used appliances: an
electric stove, a washer, and a dryer. If you are able to donate any of these items, please
contact Fred Camacho at 715-323-4566 or facjac@charter.net.
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Splash Party Is a Success!
Yes, we did spend some time looking to the skies or checking weather apps, as we
set up for our Splash Party. The day was cool and cloudy with likelihood of rain in
the forecast. Unfortunately, the forecast high temperature was too low for the
Splash Pad to be in operation. We pressed on to set up for the event, focusing on
what we could do to make the event a success and chose not to focus on what was
out of our control.
Our Splash Party was indeed a success and we know by faith that our event was
blessed as God so chose. We had very good attendance from our membership
considering the weather and had the opportunity to meet some new faces from the
community. The children had lots of fun with the games and activities. The food
and refreshments were enjoyed by all!
Thank you to all who built a game for this event, loaned us a game or needed materials, supplied materials, helped with set up or clean up, helped in food service, or
volunteered on a game or activity during the event. We could not have done this
without your help! You are a blessing to St. Paul’s outreach. Labelled items can be
picked up in the church entrance. If you are missing an item you would like returned, please contact Laurie Meister.
Several of us discussed the possibility of watching the forecast, and as a fair weathered weekend approaches, reset
our Splash Party again this summer. We have all the games and activities, so why not? If you would like to help with
such an event, please contact any member of the Children’s Outreach Ministry Task Force.
Please contact any Children’s Outreach Ministries Task Force member with any questions, suggestions or ideas.
Task Force Members: Emma Schroeder, Janet Heister, John Melso, Kent Schroeder, Linda Pollnow, Pastor Proeber
Laurie Meister
715.570.9560 or meisters.kclm@gmail.com

With a couple of non-member families who attended, the
possibility of a baptism (bringing another soul into God’s
family) made this event a success.
- Fred Camacho, Board of Mission Outreach
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Update from Your Leadership

1
July marks one year
since Pastor Proeber
was ordained and
installed as our pastor.
Miss Haugly now has
one year’s teaching
experience.
It has also been one
year since Mrs.
Fiecko and Mr. &
Mrs. Melso joined our
staff.

This report provides a brief summary of some of the key topics discussed at the monthly
Council meeting. This summary does not include all items discussed by the boards or
presented at the Council meeting. Full board reports and minutes are available in the
church office. As always, please speak with a member of the Leadership Council if you
have any comments or questions.


Mrs. Karen Obsuszt completed all the requirements for synod certification training
on June 18. We thank her for her hard work and dedication to the ministry.



Appliances were requested for the parsonage on Lily Lane. This home will be used
for our new teacher, Miss Josie Avery. So far two members have provided appliances related to this request from the Board of Properties, and we thank them for their
donations. Please speak with Fred Camacho if you can help with this request or if
you have any Board of Properties related questions.



Three metal wall hangings were crafted and donated by John Cordrey for use in the
Welcome Center. We thank him for using his talents to serve in this way.



The Board of Outreach reported the Splash Party on June 15 was a success even in
the gloomy weather. We thank all the volunteers for their service and for those
members who donated games for the event. The next major event is VBS. Look for
information on that soon. We need many volunteers to make this program a success.
It is one of many effective ways to reach the children of our community with the gospel message.



The church pews were in need of repair. The Board of Worship reported that the
cloth on those pews was mended by Laurie Quint. We thank her for her service.



An end of school year online survey was developed by Mr. John Melso for school
parents. The Board of Lutheran Education will be reviewing the results of the survey.



Our quarterly voter's meeting has been moved to August. We are discussing possibilities for changing the entire schedule in the future to better accommodate budget
planning and items related to the school year.

Donate School Supplies
St. Paul’s is a drop off site for the community-wide Stuff the Bus school supply drive. We will be collecting items the
entire month of July. The top items needed are: Backpacks, Notebooks (plain colors), Folders (plain colors), Colored Pencils, Markers, Highlighters, Water Colors, Glue Sticks, and Scissors. You can drop off your donations in the
Welcome Center.
The actual “stuffing of the bus” takes place on August 1 ~ 11:30AM - 1:00PM. We
could use a volunteer to deliver our donations. Call the church office if you can help:
715-421-3634.
The school supplies will be distributed to needy children on August 16 & 17. All families in financial need qualify, whether they attend public or private school. However, you must pre-register by August 1 at www.uwswac.org or call 211.
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New Member Reception

I believe that there is upon earth a

We have had a lot of new members in the last year. One
of the issues new members often face is the feeling that
“I don’t know anyone” or “No one knows who I am.” To
help our new members feel welcomed, we are starting
what will hopefully become an annual tradition , A New
Member Welcome.

little holy group and congregation of
pure saints, under one head, even Christ.
This group is called together by the Holy
Spirit in one faith, one mind, and understanding, with
many different gifts, yet agreeing in love, without
sects or schisms. I am also a part and member of this
same group, a sharer and joint owner of all goods it
possesses. I am brought to it and incorporated into it
by the Holy Spirt through having heard and continuing to hear God’s Word, which is the beginning of entering it.

Between the services on Sunday, June 30, we will have a
reception in the Welcome Center. If you are able,
please bring a coffee cake, muffins, or other breakfast
treat to share. We also ask that everyone wear a nametag, so our new members can learn our names and we
can learn theirs.
Be sure to say hi and chat with the people you don’t
know. The idea is to help them feel a part of our church
family. You might even make a new friend!

- Martin Luther, Large Catechism, II, par. 51,52

ENCOURAGE

Special Gifts and Memorials

one another

Through June 16, 2019

AND BUILD EACH OTHER UP
- Thessalonians 5:11

Mortgage
 In memory of John Ritchay Sr. given by LaVern &
Delores Becker

Our New Members

School

(not including called workers)













Chris & Liz Cordrey
John & Tammy Cordrey
Bill Eichhorn
Patrick & Michelle Gear and
Walker & Wyatt
Chad & Kellie Jensen and
Brandon, Dakota, & Caleb
Kaitlyn Lepine
Raquel Liszt and Aaryn & Angel
Randy & Carla Mayes
Jamie Voda
Tara Voda and Hayden

In memory of Terry Jeffson given by Vernon & Betty
Meyer

Debt Reduction
 In honor of their 40th wedding anniversary on June
2nd given by David & Robin Koeshall
Outreach
 In memory of Ken Knapp given by Linda Pollnow
Endowment Fund
 In memory of Sally Johnson given by Linda Pollnow
Cheerful Givers
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In memory of Terry Jeffson given by Robert & Katie
Schalow



In memory of their parents given by Terry & Sandy
Krause
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Upcoming Events
New Member Reception ~ June 30
School Supply Drive ~ July 1-31
Clothing Drive ~ Aug 6 & 7
Clothing Giveaway ~ Aug 9 & 10

July 28-August 1
Meal at 5PM
VBS Program 5:30-7:30PM

Pastor Lucas Proeber · 989-780-3184 · pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
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