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In the church year, the season of Christmas runs from December 25 

(Christmas Day) to January 5 (the Twelfth Night or Epiphany Eve) – 

twelve days. During this year’s Twelve Days of Christmas, we use the 
beloved hymn, “Silent Night,” to ponder the profound message: Christ 
the Savior Is Born!  

“Silent Night” was written originally in German by Joseph Mohr, 
with music composed by Franz Gruber. The carol was first performed 

on Christmas Eve in 1818 at St. Nicholas Church in Oberndorf, Austria. 

Legend says the church organ was broken, prompting Gruber to com-

pose a simple guitar accompaniment. Subsequently it was accompa-

nied by many instruments and translated into many languages. 

The text paints the picture of the incarnation, and every line of the 

Christmas carol describes a Bible truth. The last phrase in each stanza 

is repeated, so in the second stanza we hear it twice: “Christ the Savior 
is born!”  

We will also look at the phrases: Heavenly Hosts Sing Alleluia, Holy 

Infant So Tender and Mild, Son of God, and Love’s Pure Light Beams 
from Thy Holy Face. 

On January 6, we start the season of Epiphany. “Epiphany” comes 
from a Greek word that means “reveal.” It is the season when you see 
Jesus begin his public ministry, revealing the reason the Son of God 

came to earth. During Epiphany, Jesus’ true identity becomes clear. He 
is the Anointed One, the Lamb of God, the Light, and the Son of God in 

Glory. By understanding Christ’s identity you will realize your own true 
identity as well. † 

CHRIST THE SAVIOR IS BORN!  
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On Tuesday, January 27, we 

will gather for a St. Paul’s        
Lutheran Leadership Night—  

an evening for all leaders and 

members of St. Paul’s to unite 
around our shared ministry and 

boldly shape its future. 

This event is for all boards, 

committees, and ministry 

groups, as well as any congrega-

tional member who is interested 

in the mission and direction of St. 

Paul’s. Whether you serve in a 
formal leadership role, volunteer 

regularly, or simply care deeply 

about the work God is doing 

through our congregation, this 

night is for you. 

During the evening, we will 

share and reflect on key insights 

As we enter the new year,   

we are thankful for the careful 

planning and prayer that has 

gone into the process of calling a 

second pastor. We are now able 

to share the next important steps. 

Our call meeting has been 

confirmed with the district for 

Monday, January 12, at 6:30 

pm. At that meeting, the congre-

gation will have the opportunity 

to prayerfully consider a call list 

and take the next step in calling a 

pastor to serve alongside our cur-

rent staff. 

In preparation for that meet-

ing, we will also discuss aspects 

of the second-pastor role at our 

congregational meeting on  

Sunday, January 11, at 10:30 

am. This discussion will focus on 

the ministry priorities and areas 

of service we will be calling for, 

helping ensure that the congrega-

tion is informed and aligned as 

we move into the call meeting the 

SAVE THE DATE!  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Leadership Night 

CALL UPDATE  
Pastoral Call Meeting Monday, January 12 @ 6:30 

from the WELS Lutheran Leader-

ship Conference, which nine 

members of our congregation will 

be attending. These insights will 

help us think intentionally about 

how we lead, serve, and move 

forward together—faithful to 

God’s Word and focused on the 
people he has placed in our care. 

Our prayer is that this night 

will strengthen our unity around 

Christ, sharpen our sense of pur-

pose, and encourage bold, joyful 

service as we look to the future 

God is shaping for St. Paul’s. 

More details will be shared in 

January. For now, mark your cal-

endar and plan to join us for this 

important evening about the fu-

ture of our shared ministry! † 

following evening. 

We continue to ask for your 

prayers during this important 

time—prayers that the Lord of 

the Church would guide our  

discussions, grant unity and 

clarity, and lead the right man  

to consider serving our congre-

gation according to his will. 

Please mark your calendars 

and plan to attend as you are 

able. † 
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 For the last year on our 

school Facebook page we have 

shared a post every Thursday that 

highlights a special “hero” in the 
hearts and minds of our faculty, 

staff, or students. These heroes 

come in many different forms. 

They come in the form of our    

incredible volunteers, like our 

weekly librarian crew; or in the 

form of a special group of people 

we are highlighting for the week, 

like our veterans; or it could 

come in the form of community 

heroes like our local police, fire, 

and first responders.  

All of this is to highlight the 

fact that this school is only possi-

ble because of the support of all 

of you. You are all heroes of this 

school. Your offerings, your vol-

unteer hours, and your prayers 

are the reason this school can 

continue to share God’s Word 
with these children each and eve-

ry day. What an honor it is to 

serve at such a place full of so 

many heroes. Please continue to 

champion our school and all that 

we are accomplishing through the 

work of the Gospel and the Holy 

Spirit.  

If you’d like to see these up-
dates on a weekly basis, you can 

follow our school on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/

www.stpaulswr.org and be sure 

to click the “Follow” button so 

that our posts appear in your feed 

every day.  

Thank you to all of our heroes 

at St. Paul’s and within our com-
munity!  

As the calendar turns to a new 

year, it is a good opportunity to 

reflect on the “heroes” who have 
made a difference in our school 

community. The following selec-

tions are a sampling of our Hero 

Thursday highlights from the past 

year. They were chosen at ran-

dom and are shared here once 

more as a reminder of the many 

blessings among us. The Victory 

is Won!  

THANK YOU TO OUR SCHOOL HEROES  
By Principal Andy Van Weele 

Today’s HERO is our local Wisconsin Rapids 
Police Department! They stopped in to say 

hi  to our kids outside today! Our students 

were so excited. They even shared some 

stickers and pencils with them. We are so 

thankful for our courageous men and      

women of the shield. 

Our library expansion project is COMPLETE! 

We are so grateful for all of those who helped 

with this amazing project. Our HERO THURS-

DAY goes to our School Get 'er Done Crew, 

PTO, and project lead, Michelle Gear, for 

creating this amazing new space for our stu-

dents to read, learn, study, and hang out. 

Reading is essential to the academic growth 

of a child, it is our hope that this space will 

serve as a place to motivate their love and 

passion for reading! THANK YOU, THANK 

YOU, THANK YOU to all of you who helped 

make this project happen. Our students are 

so pumped! 
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THANK YOU TO OUR SCHOOL HEROES  
  

Today’s Hero Thursday is one of our middle school students!  
Malina volunteered to play preservice music for our weekly 

chapel service this past week. It always is such a powerful thing 

when our students use their God-given gifts and talents to edify 

worship to God. Way to go Malina and all of our young, talented 

musicians.  

Our HERO THURSDAY is the group of 

dedicated men and women from our 

School Get ‘er Done Crew who helped 
install our new basketball hoops on the 

playground. The students have been 

loving the new hoops and making a lot 

of shots!  

Today’s HERO Thursday is EDNA!!! Edna faithfully attends our school chapel 
every Wednesday. This Wednesday was particularly special for Edna and 

our students as Edna celebrated her 101st birthday! What an example of 

faithfulness to God and His Word and a true love for our students and school.  

Today’s Hero Thursday is MR. PAHL! There is not a human being around 
who lights up this campus and school like Mr. Pahl. When Mr. Pahl walks 

down the hall, the kids line up to give hugs and high fives. His caring    

nature and sense of humor have touched generations of students and   

families at St. Paul’s. This year, Mr. Pahl, continues helping our school by 
teaching various middle school math classes. We are so thankful for him 

and everything he is about as he always allows his light for Jesus to shine. 

Our prayers rise for Mr. Pahl and all that he means to each of us. 

Our HERO Thursday focus this week is on our A-Team       

volleyball! These girls worked so hard and improved so 

much this season. They showed a true passion and           

dedication to their team, coach, and school!  
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Once again, we enjoyed a morning of activities 

for 43 children. This year, we also included a time for 

the parents to interact with each other, too. The chil-

dren enjoyed the morning, starting with the opening 

devotion, followed by reading the story “Wisemen 
Seek the Savior” (the families were given a copy of 
this book). The various activities included singing 

and dancing, making crafts, decorating and eating 

cookies, playing games, and learning more about 

Jesus – getting their passports stamped at each 

event. After 2 hours of fun, they gathered for the 

closing devotion. Afterwards, the parents were told 

about all the fun they had and shown their decorated 

bags, passports, and crafts. The morning ended with 

a lunch of ham with macaroni and cheese, along with 

salad, and, of course, more cookies. After everything 

was cleaned up, the staff members (30 volunteers) 

went home and napped. 

We invite everyone, small and big, to come to 

Easter for Kids on March 28th. † 

CHRISTMAS FOR KIDS  

WRAP-UP 

Bible Lesson 

SAVE THE DATE: 

Easter for Kids 

March 28 
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December’s book reviews –
are one of these books waiting for 

you in our church library? 

How to Study Your 

Bible by Kay Arthur 

(220.7 ART) 

This is a guide to   

inductive study of 

your Bible. Inductive 

bible study uses the 

bible itself as the   

primary source of information 

about the Bible.  This book de-

scribes how to utilize Observa-

tion, Interpretation, and Applica-

tion to analyze what you read.  

This book also explains how to 

use a concordance and an exposi-

tory dictionary. It describes how 

to cultivate step-by-step study 

skills to become an active partici-

pant in God’s Word. Choose this 
book if you would like to study 

your Bible independently but you 

aren’t sure where to start. 

Looking for God in 

Harry Potter by John 

Granger (823.1 GRA) 

Many parents have 

wondered if Harry    

Potter is appropriate  

for Christians to read. This book 

is very in-depth, searching for 

Christian details in the Latin 

phrases used throughout the 

book, it analyzes alchemy, sym-

bols, and character puzzle names 

with hidden Christian meanings 

used in the book, etc.  It evaluates 

whether the “sorcery” in Harry 
Potter supports biblical teaching, 

and not the practice of the occult.   

This book is a must-read for:  

parents whose children are read-

ing Harry and you want to know 

more about what values the books 

teach, parents who want to better 

understand the literary elements 

as well as frequently overlooked 

theological references in her 

books, and those who would like 

to use the novels as an opportuni-

ty to talk with kids about how to 

evaluate any work of fiction. 

The Awesome   

Super Fantastic 

Forever Party by 

Joni Eareckson 

Tada 

Have you ever 

wondered how to 

begin to describe heaven to your 

child?  This book discusses on 

how Jesus extends an invitation to 

his forever party, describes what 

heaven may be like and who is 

invited.  Joni Eareckson Tada, 

who is in a wheelchair, touches on 

how we will all have new bodies 

in heaven. 

 Don’t hesitate to explore the 
church library before or after 

church.  It is all self-serve, and 

everyone can check it out in the 

Resource Center! † 

CHURCH LIBRARY CORNER 
by Pam Negus 

Put off your old nature  
which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful lusts,  

 and be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and put on the new nature,  
created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.   

 

Ephesians 4:22-24 (RSV) 

GROW CLOSER 

TO CHRIST IN  

THE NEW YEAR 
Be in the His Word regularly. 

Follow a Bible reading plan. 

You can find a three-year plan 

for reading though the entire  

Bible at wels.net/serving-you/

bible. You can subscribe to have 

the scripture passages emailed 

to you, or you can print a sched-

ule to keep in your Bible. 

Read devotions.  

Devotions usually include a brief 

passage of scripture, a short il-

lustration related to the passage, 

and a prayer. The synod has a 

variety of devotions for all stages 

of life. You can read or listen to 

them online or subscribe to have 

them emailed to you at wels.net/

serving-you/devotions. If you 

prefer something in print, talk to 

the church office about receiving 

the Meditations booklets or 

check out a devotion book from 

the church library.  

Small Groups Studies 

We currently have half a dozen 

small groups that meet weekly  

to study the Bible and to support 

one another in their walk with 

Christ. See the calendar in  

weekly service folder or on our 

website for meeting times and 

places. † 
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Student Assistance Fund 

• In memory of Fred Camacho 
given by Kevin & Sheila   

Provost 

Tuition Assistance Fund  

• In memory of Fred Camacho 
given by Tom & Barb Reitz 

• In memory of holidays with 
his parents, Elmer & Margaret 

Henke, and in honor of his 

Aunt Nona's December   

birthday given by Dwaine 

Henke 

Teacher Discretionary Fund 

• In memory of Harvey Pierce 
given by William & Carolyn 

Yanke and Richard & Janet 

Dahlke  † 

Athletic Fund  

• In memory of Fred Camacho 
given by The Pecher Family 

Current 

• In memory of Fred Camacho 
given by Betty Meyer, Marvin 

& Dorothy Raasch, and Randy 

& Pat DeBoer 

• In memory of Joe Feaster   
given by Randy & Pat DeBoer 

• In memory of David 
Koeshall's mother, Shirley, 

given by Marv & Dorothy 

Raasch 

Endowment Fund 

• In memory of Harvey Pierce 
given by Mike & Judy          

Anderson 

• In memory of Fred Camacho 
given by Mike & Judy          

Anderson 

Hospitality Committee 

• In memory of Fred Camacho 
given by Matthew & Shannon 

Schmidt 

SPECIAL GIFTS & MEMORIALS 
through December 14  

Mortgage 

• In memory of Fred Camacho 
given by Randy & Carla 

Mayes, Constance A Schoe-

neck Churchill, Jerry & Barb 

Blum, Jon & Bonnie Engel, 

Marilyn Foley, Christine 

Herrmann, David & Robin 

Koeshall, Ken & Dawn Kracht, 

Terry & Sandy Krause, Dale 

Kretschmer, Dave & Ann    

Lepak, Judy Lubeck, Kevin    

& Laurie Meister, Marla 

Mueller, Carol Newsom,   

Curtis & Colleen Ruesch, 

Todd & Laura Schoen, Jeff      

& Marilyn Sigler, Veronica 

Klish, and Mark & Hilde    

Henkel 

Pastor Teacher Fund 

• In memory of Fred Camacho 
given by Edna Haferman 

Security Upgrade 

• In memory of holidays with 
his parents, Elmer & Margaret 

Henke, and in honor of his 

Aunt Nona's December   

birthday given by Dwaine 

Henke 

With the Lord 
Harvey Pierce 
Fred Camacho 

SNOW FUN! 

Compline comes from a   

Latin word meaning completion. 

It is the final, quiet Christian   

prayer service of the day – a 

time for reflection, confession, 

and seeking God's protection 

before sleep.   

 

COMPLINE 

Wednesday, Jan. 14  

at 6:30 pm 
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FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT  
By Michael Anderson – Financial Secretary 

Our mortgage balance with Thrivent now 

is $542,706.81. As it stands now, we should 

make our final payment in about 4 years or 

so, barring any other large principal pre-

payments. 

We received an unexpected blessing – 

our synod insurance premiums are only go-

ing up by $126 per month next year!  In view 

of the continued rising costs of healthcare, 

and the sunsetting of the Affordable Care 

Act, it was indeed a welcome piece of news. 

Currently, our 2025 premium total for the 

four called workers who carry are insurance 

is $7,317.00 per month. Additionally, our 

quarterly pension payment (Jan, Apr, Jul, 

and Oct 1) totals $8,773 per quarter for the 

eight called workers currently on staff. This 

is just a reminder that on January 1, 2026, 

both the insurance and pension will be     

automatically deducted from our checking 

account for a total of $16,087. Any extra    

offerings to help meet this expenditure are 

welcomed! 

If you have any questions regarding 

church finances, please reach out to me   

and I will try to answer you. † 
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CATECHISM CORNER 
When we see sinful desires and words and actions in our lives, we might be tempted to 

think that we don’t need to be bothered by them because God loves us anyway. What 

does God want us as Christians to understand when we see the wickedness of our 

own sinful flesh? 

Luke 18:10-14 (In the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector, Jesus shows the reaction  

believers will have when they contemplate the sin in their lives. The reaction is exemplified by 

the words of the tax collector.) Verse 13: However the tax collector stood at a distance and 

would not even lift his eyes up to heaven, but was beating his chest and saying, ‘God, be     

merciful to me, a sinner!’ 

Psalm 38:18  So I declare my guilt, and I am troubled by my sin. 

Luke 15:21  The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight. I am no  

longer worthy to be called your son.’ 

Psalm 51:4,17  Against you, you only, have I sinned, and I have done this evil in your eyes. So you 

are justified when you sentence me. You are blameless when you judge. The sacrifices God 

wants are a broken spirit. A broken and crushed heart, O God, you will not despise. 

Romans 7:24  What a miserable wretch I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 

2 Corinthians 7:10   In fact, godly sorrow produces repentance, which leads to salvation, leaving 

no regret. On the other hand, worldly sorrow produces death. 

God wants us Christians to understand that we deserve God’s judgement because of the wickedness  
of our sinful flesh. 

Luther’s Catechism © 2017 Northwestern Publishing House. 
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version®, EHV®, © 2019 Wartburg Project, Inc.  

IN THE MAILBOX 
Dear St. Paul’s Church Family, 

We would like to express our deepest gratitude for 

the kindness, condolences, and prayers you have 

shared with us during this difficult time. Your support 

has meant more to our family than words can express. 

We would also like to extend our heartfelt thanks to 

Pastor Plagenz for his many visits and for the beautiful 

service he provided. The loss of Fred has been pro-

found, but your compassion and love have helped 

make this journey more bearable. 

We find comfort in knowing that Fred is now at peace 

and enjoying paradise with our Savior—a blessing for 

which we are deeply grateful. 

With love, 

Family of Fred Camacho 

To the ladies who attended Advent by Candlelight 

at St. Paul's in Wisconsin Rapids on December 7:  

As you know, we took an offering for area food   

pantries. We collected $580, which we decided to 

divide among pantries in the four cities represented 

by those who attended. Therefore $145 each went to 

the Interfaith Food Pantry in Plover, Soup or Socks in 

Marshfield, the Clark County Food Pantry in Neills-

ville, and FOCUS food pantry in Wisconsin Rapids. 

Thank you for your generosity! May God grant you 

all a most blessed Christmas and new year. 

St. Paul's Advent by Candlelight committee 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Peter Plagenz · 920-689-3036· pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 

NEW WORSHIP SERIES 

starts on January 4 


