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A LOOK AHEAD TO
CHRISTIAN WORSHIP 2021
by Pastor Lucas Proeber
This may be news to you, but WELS is publishing a new
hymnal in the coming year. St. Paul’s leadership has been
discussing not only how best to go about purchasing this
hymnal, but also how to integrate this change into our
worship life. The hymnal won’t be published until late fall
2021, but I still wanted to give you some information
about the process of compiling the hymns that will be
included in this hymnal.



New BIC Class pg 3

To do so, I borrowed sections from a recently written article which previewed the process. The article was written by Seminary professor and hymnal
committee member Aaron Christie. If you’d like to read the entire article or
learn more about the Christian Worship 2021 (as it’s being called), you can
visit ChristianWorship.com.
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The Best Christmas Ever
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Think of our new hymnal as a “choir” of sorts. Specifically, a choir that
has 683 members. Unlike an eager choir of musical novices, each and every
member of this choir had to pass a rigorous tryout with at least six separate
stages of text and tune analysis and development. 15,000 hymns tried out
for a seat in the ensemble. 683 made the cut. Why such an exacting process? Because scriptural truth and stewardship of musical treasure demand
a bar that is deliberately set high. This choir, after all, will sing, teach, and
impart Christian truth to the Church! It will do so for hundreds of thousands
of people, in thousands of weekly services, in dozens of countries, states,
and territories, over the next thirty years.
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PASSING RIGOROUS STANDARDS
These rigorous standards for membership in the choir were already
embedded in the Hymnody Committee’s “Hymn Criteria List” that was unanimously adopted by the Executive Committee and guided hymn tryouts for
the next five years. To be included, a hymn must...
Continued on pg 2
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CHRISTIAN WORSHIP 2021 continued from pg 1
1. be Christocentric.
2. be in harmony with the scriptural faith as
confessed in the Lutheran Book of Concord. (Especially, but not restricted to,
means of grace focus, justification centered, law/gospel balance, receptive
view of worship, the teaching function of
hymnody, etc.)
3. be rooted in the Church year with its emphases on the life of Christ and the Christian’s life in Christ.
4. be drawn from classic Lutheran sources
and deliberately inclusive of the
Church’s broader song (including socalled international or global music).
5. be superlative examples of their genre in
regard to both textual content and musical craft.
6. be accessible and meaningful for God’s
people at worship in both public and private settings.
7. be useful for those who preach and teach
the faith.
8. be part of a corpus that will find wide acceptance by the vast majority of our fellowship.

CASTING A WIDE NET
The choir of our new hymnal has been
very deliberate in casting a wide net for
members that are our very own from Lutheranism’s heartland and members that will become our very own from around the world.
Looking back, several more of Paul Gerhardt’s children will be in the choir. Looking
forward, many hymns by newer talents from
Getty Music will sing as well. The new choir
will sing the seasons of Christ’s life that are
unfolded in the seasons of the church year
with a distinct expertise. We will hear much
that resonates with the various seasons of our
lives. It is impossible for one book to be a
one-stop resource for every ethnicity and
culture. But the law of Christian love and the
doctrine of the holy Christian church caused
us to be deliberately inclusive of the nations,
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tribes, people, and languages with whom we
will sing in the heavenly choir.
Each hymn is unique. “Lift Up Your
Heads” has gone on a diet and looks lovely in
her new tune. “Dawning Light of Our Salvation” is one of the younger members of the
choir. Her composers were youth confirmation age when our current hymnal was published in 1993. “Come, Thou Long Expected
Jesus” sings in a section with about 22 other
American folk tunes. “Thou” is not an accident in her title. A careful read will reveal a
bit of bias in bringing back some thee’s and
thou’s in the “new” hymnal. This choice reflects common usage among American Christians in 2020. In the Christmas section, can
you hear some familiar carols that weren’t
part of the CW93 choir? A preview (found on
ChristianWorship.com) contains a carol from
Poland (“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”), one from
England (“God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen”), and one from France (“Love Has
Come”). Finally, a member with a widely recorded voice rounds out the Christmas section, “Joy Has Dawned” by Getty and
Townend. In just these first several hymns,
one already sees a Christ-centered crosssection of old and new from the Old World as
well as the New.

BLESSING ALL GENERATIONS
And WELS will be blessed. Grandmas
and grandpas will be blessed as they continue to sing their old favorites and teach them
to their children’s children. The children will
be blessed by a gospel heritage in song that
has now come to them. The 683 singers in
CW21 will be with us for thirty years. How
wonderful to know that they will gladly serve
as they always have: spreading the good
news, teaching the truth that sets us free, inviting the lost, strengthening the found, encouraging the living, and comforting the dying. Until...
Until we join the hosts that cry,
“Hosanna to the Lord most high.”
Then in the light of that blest place
We shall behold you face to face.
(CW93 230:3) †
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FOUNDATIONS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH:
WINTER BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS
by Pastor Plagenz
Beginning January 7th and running
for 12 weeks, Pastor Plagenz will hold
a Bible information class Thursday
evenings at 6:30pm in the Resource
Center. This class will walk through
Foundations of the Christian Faith, a
course comprising work from numerous pastors in our synod and compiled
by Pastor Luke Thompson.

THURSDAY AT 6:30 PM
BEGINNING JAN. 7

As the name suggests, these
twelve lessons cover the basics of
Christianity and what we believe and
teach at St. Paul’s. Three units divide
the lessons into easy-to-digest segments by examining a broken and restored relationship, our vertical relationship with God, and our horizontal
relationship with each other. Along

with the lessons themselves, the
course materials also include a handy
index of key terms, Luther’s Small Catechism, and a robust appendix of articles, charts, and diagrams covering
topics from ancient Bible manuscripts
to differences between modern
churches.
Whether you’ve been at St. Paul’s
for weeks or decades, I guarantee this
course and its materials will teach you
something new. Come to be refreshed
with the core teachings of the Bible
and to expand your knowledge. Better
yet, invite a friend to come study with
you and learn the Foundations of the
Christian Faith. †

UPDATE ON SPORTS AT ST. PAUL’S
by Staff Minister Randy Pahl
Merry Christmas and a joyous
New Year from all of us here on the
southwest corner of the building!
As the song states, “It’s the most
wonderful time of the year,” and yet
many folks are looking forward to
the end of the most “unusual” year
many of us have ever experienced
(to say the least)!
Just one of the many things that
have made 2020 so “unusual” is the
fact that our students here at St.
Paul’s are not, at this time, participating in any extracurricular sporting activities. At the beginning of
the school year they would have
played volleyball games against
other WELS and local schools. Also,
early in December basketball practices would have begun, with actual
games tipping off in January. Instead, a virtual meeting was recent-

ly held with several of our conference’s athletic directors to discuss
what the options might be for the
season. It was decided to continue
to be patient and hold off on sports
as we wait for any changes that
might be forthcoming from the
CDC.
If and when the time does come,
we are hoping that we can offer
something within our own student
body to be able to fill the void. We
will be sure to keep you posted on
any new developments as they
might arise.
And so for now, may the good
Lord continue to bless us, keep us
safe and, as we sing in the last line
of hymn 64 from our Christian Worship hymnal, “Grant us now a glad
new year. Amen, Jesus, hear us!” †
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NOW HIRING:
Part-Time Janitor
Monday-Friday
5:00-9:00PM
Seeking a self-motivated person to
carry out janitorial duties at the
church and school. Some responsibilities are taking out trash, cleaning
the cafeteria, sweeping and mopping all floors in the school building,
cleaning bathrooms, re-filling bathroom supplies, and picking up trash
around the building.
An application and complete job
description are available from the
church office.
For more info, call Larry Wesenberg
715-424-4996 or lwes@wctc.net
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THE BEST CHRISTMAS EVER
by Principal John Melso
As I write this newsletter article, I'm
a couple chapters into a new book
with the 3rd and 4th graders for literature class. The name of the book
is The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
by Barbara Robinson. So far, we’ve
met the Herdman children who are
considered by the local community
to be the absolute worst family in
town. To the children at school,
they are the biggest bullies ever. The Herdmans are a pretty unlovable bunch, but then they are
shown love and kindness by the
Bradley family. Mrs. Bradley invites
the children to take part in the annual Christmas pageant. Everyone
expects it will be the worst Christmas pageant ever, but instead,
something miraculous happens. The Herdmans hear the

Christmas story and are touched by
it like nothing before. They treat
the pageant as if they are there on
that first Christmas night. Mary and
Joseph, played by Imogene and
Ralph Herdman, protect their baby
as their most cherished possession. The Wise Men’s gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh are replaced with a large ham. The ham,
which the Herdman’s received as
charity, was the only gift the very
poor family could give. Instead of
keeping it for themselves, they
wanted to give it to the baby Jesus. They surely thought it a more
useful gift than perfumed oil. Then
the most unexpected thing of all
happened. Imogene Herdman
cried. You see, for the first time in
her life, she saw the baby Jesus for

what he was, the Son of God, the
greatest gift of all. It truly was the
best Christmas pageant ever.
Barbara Robinson reminded me of
how special the Christmas story really is. I certainly don't want it to be
routine. I want to show my thankfulness and give to Jesus my version of
the Herdman Christmas ham. I want
to stand beside skinny legged, dirty
sneakered Gladys Herdman and
yell for all to hear: “Hey, unto you a
child is born!” I pray that you see
the beauty of Christmas and make
this the best Christmas ever.
[If you’d like to read The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, there are 6 copies available on the Ministry Table
in the Welcome Center. Please return the book when you are finished.] †

Clockwise from left: Student explore an “art
gallery” in the school hallway. Hanging out with
friends. Kindergarteners with their Christmas tree.
Balloon Rocket Racing. Working on a jigsaw
puzzle improves visual-spatial skills.
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WHO’S ON YOUR CHRISTMAS LIST THIS YEAR?
By The Stewardship Committee
Christmas is just around the corner. If you are like
most folks, you are checking and double-checking
your gift list to make sure that no one is forgotten, that
each family member has that perfect gift, to help make
the Christmas season special for all.

weekly offerings and monthly expenses. It may even
allow us to expand some ministries so that more lives
can be touched with the gospel message, which is really what Christmas is all about.
Who’s on your list? Please consider giving an extra,
over-and-above gift to your St. Paul’s family. A wrapped
gift box will be placed in the Welcome Center to accept
such gifts. Your weekly envelopes will still go to their
normal place, in the slots of the Information Table.
Thank you. †

Is St. Paul’s on your Christmas list? We are, as our mission statement reads, a “family of believers.” We don’t
want to neglect one of the important members of the
family! If St. Paul’s were to have a list of Christmas gift
ideas, it would range from things such as a ream of paper (about $4) to an additional mortgage payment
($13,500) to the biweekly payroll for all of our called
and hourly workers ($20,000+), with many more items
in between.

May God
bless you
in the
New Year.

Additional Christmas gifts to St. Paul’s will help ease
the pressure of trying to keep a good balance between

SCRIP NOTES
By St. Paul’s Scrip Coordinator, Deb DeWilde
We’ve come a long way with our
scrip program, and in these trying
times scrip makes more “cents”
than ever. We now have many opportunities to purchase scrip cards
for gift giving and for our everyday
use. Download the Raise Right app
from your app store, connect your
scrip account to Presto Pay and you
will be able to use scrip for most
purchases.
The many faces of scrip include
your sales person in church on Sunday mornings, our office assistants
during open office hours; the Raise
Right app allows you to purchase
cards using your bank account or
for a small fee your credit card and
now you can even have cards
shipped directly to you, or a recipient of your cards, again for a small
shipping fee.
As the calendar year is coming to
a close we’d like to remind you of a

few dates:
The last date to order physical
scrip gift cards for Christmas delivery is Sunday, December 20th.
Cards will be distributed on
Wednesday, December 23th.
There will be no card sales in
church nor will an order be placed
on Sunday, December 27th. Please
plan ahead for your gift giving and
your usual weekly scrip use. We do
appreciate our repeat customers
each week!
At the end of the year, I will close
out 2020. If you would like a printed
tax statement please email your request to and we will email your
statement.
stpaulsscripwr@gmail.com
Last, please keep in mind that
scrip rebates help to fund our
school. Each purchase may not
seem like much but they do add up.
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We average nearly $8,000 in scrip
rebates each year. We are a bit
down this year due to our closure,
but I see more and more people
signing up for this. Our school
thanks you!
Last a reminder of what scrip can
be used for:
Dining, gas, groceries, department stores, online shopping including both visa and discover
cards for general shopping anywhere. A simple gas or fast food
card make the perfect small gifts
that are greatly appreciated.
As always, if you have questions
please call 715-569-4018 email
stpaulsscripwr@gmail.com or, if
you’re an online shopper, go to
https://www.shopwithscrip.com/ to
see what we have to offer!
Have a blessed holiday season,
Your Scrip Team †
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THRIFT STORE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
By Jan Peronto
In order to continue in its current
capacity, the Stevens Point Dime &
Dollar Thrift Store is in desperate
need of your help. First, if you have
an interest in retail management,
the store needs a manager to organize volunteers and oversee its general operation. Second, many
hands are needed to process donations, cashier, and maintain the facility. Currently, the store has two
regular cashiers and a small handful
of other volunteers who come in
once a week or less. With increased donations, the store is
struggling to keep pace with processing items, cleaning, pricing,
and displaying the goods with so
few volunteers. We accept anyone
who is willing to commit to any
amount of time and in any capacity.
If you think you could give a few
hours a week, a month, or a year, it
is all appreciated and necessary.
We can train you to enhance any
current skills or interests you have
or develop a new interest in an entirely different type of work. We
need volunteers who are actively
involved with customers as well as
those who might only work when
the store is closed or remotely from

email address is
JKP111310@gmail.com if you prefer
that method of communication.

home doing various tasks. Whether
you are 16 or 96, there is always a
need for your help. Both men and
women are necessary to keep the
entire operation functioning
properly and provide both a mission field for our customers and
monetary support to Northland.
Please prayerfully consider God’s
call to work at Dime and Dollar.
Our store is open from 10:00 AM to
4:00 PM Monday through Saturday,
but the work is there any time of
day. Please call Jan Peronto at 715421-3365 (home) or 715-340-2809
(cell) or call the store at 715-3410562 to express your interest. Jan’s

We do appreciate your quality donations as well but do consider that
without additional volunteers the
current amount we receive is overwhelming. If you have large items
to donate such as furniture, please
call the store ahead of time to see if
we have room for it. If you are donating clean and complete items,
please bring them to the store on
Tuesday through Friday or Saturday
by appointment.
Dime and Dollar Thrift Store is located at 3268 Church Street (Business
51) in Stevens Point. It is a WELS
non-profit store that relies on donations and volunteers to produce a
profit, which goes directly to Northland Lutheran High School. There is
a second Dime and Dollar store in
Wausau as well and together the
two stores generate over $100,000
per year for Northland. In the 30
years since it began, Dime and Dollar stores have given about $3 million to providing a Christian education for young people. †

Thank you for the volunteers from your church that helped SWEPS during the days
of 11/23 through 11/25. During those 3 days, 110 households were served for a total of
284 individuals including 12 new clients in South Wood County. We are so thankful
for those who care about the well-begin of our neighbors in this area. With the continued drive-through style service and winter coming on, volunteers are vital.
South Wood Emerging Pantry Shelf
Assistant Operations Manager Pat Barton
Feeding Our Communities with United Services (FOCUS) is a newly merged organization
bringing the South Wood Emerging Pantry Shelf food pantry, The Neighborhood Table community meal program and the Rapids Family Backpack program into one organization to deal
with local food insecurity issues as a united group. Through the end of October FOCUS has
to provided 16 Mobil Food Pantries serving over 820 households each time.
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Baptisms:
Huxley Wayne Servi
Lillyann Sarah Knoll
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FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS…
After serving many years, the coordinators for the
Community Thanksgiving Dinner stepped down, and
it looked like this annual event would have to end.
But the Lord not only blessed St. Paul's with a large
kitchen facility, but also willing volunteers to take
over this ministry. A big thank you to Nicole Sukow,
Michelle Gear, and Kyla Jaworski for stepping in
when most needed. This year's meal served over 530
people in the community. Here are some notes and
pictures from event. †
Our coordinators, Kyla, Michelle & Nicole, hard at work.

I would like to say thank you to all the
wonderful volunteers and workers who
worked so hard to prepare the wonderful
Thanksgiving dinner for so many people.
To all the thoughtful and generous people at St. Paul's for
your giving of yourselves to serve us! We have so very
many things to be thankful for even in 2020! Just the
thought of being without family today is disheartening, but
cooking the big meal for just the two of us was overwhelming. Thank you for our lovely meal. God bless!
- Jerry & Sharon

Thank you for providing me with a delivered hot
meal. The food was delicious! You all did a good
job! You guys seem efficient! All of you have a
servant's heart; may God bless and reward you
for helping out, and sacrificially giving of your
time, talent, and treasures. Hope afterwards you
all enjoyed a Happy Thanksgiving spent with family and friends. Thanks! - Becky

May the Lord bless all who
helped put this delicious meal
together. Thank you.
- Jean & Ron & Sheryl

Dave & I want to
thank you for a delicious Thanksgiving
dinner. We surely
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Dec. 31—New Year’s Eve Worship at 6:30PM
Jan. 7—Foundations of the Christian Faith
Jan. 17—Sanctity of Life Sunday
Jan. 19—Quarterly Voters’ Meeting

Pastor Lucas Proeber · 989-780-3184 · pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz · 920-689-3036· pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org
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SPECIAL GIFTS AND MEMORIALS
Through December 13, 2020


Current Expenses




In memory of Donna Stensberg given by Charlotte
Carlson, Rosie Oestreiccher, Linda Pollnow, David
& Robin Koeshall, Inge Johnson, Matthew & Tammy
Szeligowski, Rick & Cynde Lau, Myron & Ramona
Lubeck, Dennis & Debb Stensberg, Karen McCarthy, Ed & Patty McCarthy, Andy & Jess Edwards,
Sue Jackson-Johnson, Barb Manz, Ray & Gloria
Wunrow, Gary & Judy Stensberg, Stephanie Bathke, Clara Melsen, Toni Hamann, and Randy & Pat
DeBoer

In memory of Janet Heister’s sister given by Anita
Simenson

School
 In memory of Donna Stensberg given by Vernon &
Betty Meyer, Larry & Veronica Klish


In memory of Ron Ahles, father of Rhonda Matthews & Debra Wittrock, given by Tom & Gayle
Bartelt

 In memory of Nick Tristan given by Kathy Jackson
Pastor Teacher Assistance Fund
 In memory of Donna Stensberg given by Edna
Haferman

In memory of Joe Feaster given by Randy & Pat
DeBoer

Cheerful Givers
 In memory of Donna Stensberg given by Kathy
Jackson, and Bev Pecher

 In memory of Ron Ahles given by Edna Haferman
Missions
 In memory of Donna Stensberg given by Ruth Taggatz
St. Paul's Student Assistance Fund

Mortgage
 In memory of Donna Stensberg given by Terry &
Helen McAuley, Carol Newsom, Carol Brown, Linda Lucht, Mark & Hilde Henkel, Anita Simenson,
and Nona Henke



In memory of Fred Camacho's mother given by
Edna Haferman

CATECHISM CORNER
How do we know Jesus Christ is true God?
Matthew 1:23 “Look, the virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son. And they will
name him Immanuel,” which means, “God with us.”
Luke 2:11 Today in the town of David, a Savior was born for you. He is Christ the Lord.
Romans 9:5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, came the Christ, who is God over
all, eternally blessed. Amen.
John 20:26-28 After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors
were locked, Jesus came and stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. Then he said to Thomas, “Put
your finger here and look at my hands. Take your hand and put it into my side. Do not continue to doubt, but
believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish, but have eternal life.
- Luther’s Catechism © 2017 NPH
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