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So do not fear, for I am with you;
do not be dismayed, for I am your God.
I will strengthen you and help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.
- Isaiah 41:10

The following is the sermon I shared with those who attended Bob
Hetzel’s funeral on January 18. While it was written for that specific
occasion, I hope it still has value for you as you apply these same truths
to your life.—Pastor Proeber
There’s plenty we could be afraid of today. We could fear being
alone or taking risks; we could fear the unknown of tomorrow and the
lack of control we have over seemingly everything; and, especially at a
time like this, if we’re anything like the majority of the world, we could
fear death and all that it brings with it as we go through the process of
grieving the death of our loved one, Robert Hetzel.
We know why fear and death both exist—sin. Before sin entered the
world, there was no fear—there was only perfect joy and peace. There
was no death—only life and health. But ever since that first fatal flaw of
Adam and Eve, the world has suffered from fear; and everyone has either gone through death or has death coming for them. People realize
that nothing is the way it was supposed to be—and that’s frightening.
I can imagine Robert had times of fear throughout his life. He
served in the Army—we’ve all heard stories about how frightful war
can be, no matter where one is stationed; Robert lived through many
ups and downs in this world—economic downturns, political strife,
medical scares; and Robert dealt with painful loss as he said goodbye
to DuWayne (Bob’s son), LuVerne (Bob’s wife), all his siblings, and his
parents.
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DO NOT BE DISMAYED … I AM YOUR GOD
continued from pg 1
But then we turn to these
words from Isaiah—words that
were used for LuVerne’s funeral
sermon—and we hear God say,
Do not fear. Do not be dismayed.
When you hear those words, I
wouldn’t be shocked if your first
reaction would be something like,
Why shouldn’t I? I can’t control the
world. What else can I do EXCEPT
fear? Give me one good reason,
Lord, why I shouldn’t fear.
In response, God doesn’t say
that he is going to take away any
of the hardships. He’s not going to
make it so that we never suffer
physical death. He doesn’t undo
all the wars or make the economy
steady. He has something much
better—he says, I am with you. I
am your God. Those are such simple words and yet they carry so
much into the hearts of God’s children. I, your God, am with you.
God could very well put us on
an island to keep us safe from
everything; but what good would
that do for our faith and trust in
him? Instead, as we go through all
the same things as the rest of the
world, we have this promise that
sets us apart from everyone else—
that God is with us. Sure, there are
a lot of things that would try to
make us believe that there is no
God; and if there is a God, he’s
certainly not good; and if he’s
good, he most certainly is not with
us.
God says otherwise. He’s
shown us that he will go through
literal hell for us as he sends his
Son into the world to live perfectly

and die innocently on the cross as
the once-for-all payment for sin.
Yes, for my sins, your sins, the
sins of the entire world, for Robert’s sins. He may have been
sweet and heartfelt in so much of
what he did, but he knew more
than anyone else living that he
needed a Savior. Because without
a Savior, there would be so much
more to fear than a bleak financial
outlook or failing health—without
a Savior, we would all have to fear
an eternity in hell.
Thankfully, Jesus assured Robert and he assures us that we have
nothing to fear—not even death or
hell itself. Because Jesus didn’t
just die; he rose. And by doing so,
he took away the sting and fear of
death. We know what happens
with those who die in the Lord—
they go to the eternal and perfect
realms of heaven. We know that
God will be with us—now and forever—just like he was with Robert
throughout his life.
If you want proof that God was
with Robert, look no further than
the promise God made to Robert
through his baptism. As water was
poured and the Word of God was
spoken, it’s as if God told Robert:
―I am with you. I will never leave
you. You have nothing to fear.‖
God spoke to Robert through
his Word, as he was instructed to
cherish and read it every day.
Through that instruction, Robert’s
faith and trust in God grew so that,
no matter what, he would know
that God was in control. Robert
could pray as he did at every
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meal with his family the words of
Psalm 136—‖Give thanks to the
Lord, for he is good. His mercy
endures forever.‖ I’m sure those
words were on his heart even as
he suffered loss; as he served in
war; as his health declined; as his
eyes closed one final time. Robert
could always give thanks; because he knew he had nothing to
fear. His God was always with
him, holding him up by his powerful grace and strengthening him
through the precious promises of
his Word.
God was with Bob throughout
his life; so now Bob is with God—
no fear, no weakness, no failing
health, no need to be strengthened or upheld. Bob is enjoying
the perfect bliss of eternity in
heaven with LuVerne and DuWayne and all the rest of God’s
children.
Because we know these
things, we don’t have to fear either—not death, and not anything
else in this world or the next. Because we know that God is with us
to strengthen and uphold us
through his message of forgiveness and his promise of eternal life with him—the same messages that have made it so that
Robert is where he is right now—
we can give thanks always. May
the message of the gospel and the
strength that it gives us uphold us
until that day when we will be reunited with Robert and all believers
in perfect and eternal peace.
Amen. †
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
January 24-30
DRESS UP DAYS

BOOK FAIR

Students (and staff) express their creativity and have
a little fun, by dressing in themed costumes (like
super heroes) each day. See the posters around the
building to see the themes.

The book fair will be open for business MondayThursday from 3:30-4:30 PM, Friday from 3:30-5:30
PM, and Sunday after each service. You can also
shop the book fair online at scholastic.com/bf/
stpaulslutheranwr. Your purchases will help us improve our school library. We will also accept monetary donations, if that is what you prefer.

HOME BASKETBALL GAME
Our Panthers will take on the team from Our Savior’s, Wausau on Friday, Jan. 28 at 5:00PM. This is
also Parents Night. Come cheer on our team!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUNDAY
The school children will sing ―in worship‖ on Sunday, Jan. 30. They are still participating virtually, so
a video of their song will be shown at all of our worship services.

Want to learn more about
St. Paul’s Lutheran School?
Visit our website: stpaulswr.org/school

BIBLE CLASS ON THE DIVINE CALL
Our current Sunday morning Bible class centers on the divine
call—or the public ministry (pastors, teachers, and staff ministers).
Perhaps you’ve avoided call meetings because you aren’t quite sure
what is going on at them; or you went to one and felt lost, so you
don’t go to them anymore. Maybe you’ve had questions about why
pastors and teachers are treated the way they are treated. Or you
might just be a little unsure of what it means when a call gets
―returned‖ or ―accepted.‖ If you have had any of those (or other)
questions, please come to the Sunday morning Bible class.
We will discuss what it means that a call is ―divine;‖ what God
says about those who serve in the public ministry; and what God
says to those who are served by the public ministry. Classes are
sure to be filled with engaging conversation and (hopefully) helpful
information, all grounded in the foundation of God’s Word. †
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Do you have a
3, 4 or 5 year old?
Preschool and Kindergarten
classes fill quickly at St. Paul’s
Lutheran School. Please contact
us to let us know that you are
planning to send your child to
St. Paul’s this fall.
K-8 ~ Mr. John Melso
715-421-3634 ext. 1118
principal@stpaulswr.org
Preschool ~ Mrs. Carole Melso
715-421-3634 ext. 1119
littlelambs@stpaulswr.org
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WORSHIP LOGISTICS
By Pastor Lucas Proeber
Please take time to read about one small
change and two encouragements regarding our
worship services.



Some of the hymns and liturgical songs are obviously more difficult to sing; we are finding that
out by experience. But, if we’re honest, there
were some difficult hymns in the red hymnal…
we just hardly ever sang them (335 in the red
hymnal – ―O Kingly Love‖ – comes to mind). Obviously, with anything that is unfamiliar, things
will become more familiar with time and usage.
So please don’t give up on any of the new hymns
or service settings. While some of them are unfamiliar, they all have a place in the Church, and
they all aim to glorify God.



The hope is to always include some more wellknown songs to ―balance out‖ the newer things
we are singing. That might be within one service; or it might happen that one week is mostly
unfamiliar and the next week is mostly familiar.

“Let us pray…”






To enhance the flow of the worship service, special prayers will be placed in the service folder
near the announcements. While it is understood
that things will come up (accidents, deaths, test
results, etc.) after the service folder goes to
print, we humbly ask that you try to have any
special prayer requests in by the previous
Thursday at noon. Assuming there are no other
prayers to be added, this practice will eliminate
the need to announce special prayers prior to
the Prayer of the Church.
The pastors will not turn away requests made
after the Thursday cutoff; however, we would
appreciate that, if possible, you would assist us
in this way.

Connect Cards

Since we are sharing birthdays and anniversaries as part of the monthly newsletter, we will
no longer include them as special prayers in our
worship services. A prayer for birthdays and
anniversaries will be shared along with the
newsletter to help you remember and pray for
your brothers and sisters in Christ privately.
Some special cases may apply, as determined
by the pastors.



We realize that we sound like broken records.
But these cards, while seemingly insignificant,
are helpful in assisting the pastors and elders in
caring for your spiritual welfare, as well as the
spiritual welfare of your brothers and sisters in
Christ.



The reason we’ve adapted to ―separate‖ the
Connect Card time from the gathering of the offering is so that everyone (including guests)
would be able to focus solely on that card. If
everyone takes that time to fill it out, perhaps
guests will be more inclined to also fill out a
card. After all, there can be a positive side to
peer pressure.



For those who worship online or through public
access TV, please continue to fill out the online
Connect Card or, if you do not use a computer,
call the church office and either speak to the office staff or leave a voicemail. †

“Everything is so…new!”
Perhaps you have thought or said something
like this regarding the blue hymnal. As pastors, we
want to continue to encourage you in using these
unfamiliar books.


We are all learning new things together. Even if
we, as pastors, look comfortable up front, many
of the psalm and hymn settings are new to us,
too.
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HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!
by Staff Minister Randy Pahl
saints victorious, to our heavenly home. This was
the message that was shared time and time again…
what comfort this sweet sentence gives! The words
time, talent and treasure are often referred to as the
three ―T’s‖, and it was truly seen on display. Thank
you to all who gave of one, two, or all three of those
―T’s‖ to our God, to our church (both here and beyond), to our school, and to those who labor here (a
―labor of love‖) for the Lord!

In December it’s ―Merry Christmas‖ followed by January’s
―Happy New Year‖ and the next
thing you know we will be starting
the Lenten Season with ―Ash
Wednesday‖ falling on March 2nd this year. As we
send out our greetings for ―Valentine’s Day‖ we realize we are squeezing in-between all of this the
month of February, and that can only mean two
things: 1) love, and 2) another edition of the monthly
newsletter here at St. Paul’s!

And, now, with the approach of Valentine’s Day,
be certain to thank your heavenly Father for loving
us all so much that He would send His one and only
Son to live, die, and rise again so that we might enjoy eternal life and love in the mansions of heaven!
Also, ―Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your
mind.‖ (Matthew 22:37 - NIV) And, finally, be certain to share His love with everyone, ―Love your
neighbor as yourself,‖ (Matthew 22:39 - NIV) as you
remember them and us all in your prayers. †

We certainly were reminded of love on a regular basis at the end of December when two funerals
were held here during the final week and we saw an
outpouring of love from family and friends at that
time. And, yet, wasn’t all of that simply a reflection
of the unconditional love that our Savior has for us?!
Throughout December we focused on not only Jesus’ first coming, but also how He will come again a
second time to take us to be with Him, and all the

15 days of Prayer for China

~ New Members ~
Tyler & Deirdre Timm
their children Elli, Josie & Ben

1.3 billion people in China are not
Christians. During the 15 days of the
Chinese New Year and Spring Festival
(Feb.1-15), ask the Holy Spirit to bring
the gospel to them. A prayer guide can be found at
316NOW.org/15-days-of-prayer.

~ With the Lord ~
Vernon Meyer
Lloyd Brock
Vivian Kroll
Robert Hetzel
Helen Kuhn

Help for the Homeless
Hygiene Drive
Most of us can afford to buy shampoo
or a package of toilet paper. What if
you couldn’t? During the hygiene drive (Feb. 13March 6), St. Paul's will join other churches, schools,
and businesses in collecting personal care and cleaning products for local crisis agencies in Central Wisconsin. Look for the collection box in the Welcome
Center.

To the church members at St. Paul's Lutheran,
Thank you for the gift [of fruit] and for remembering me
at Christmas time. Hope to see you in church one of
these days. Keeping you all in my prayers.
Margaret Jackson
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FINANCIAL NEWS
By Michael Anderson, Financial Secretary
You may have noticed that the financial numbers have not been reported in the weekly bulletins
for the past several weeks, bearing the notation
―under construction.‖ There seems to be some confusion as to what the numbers actually represent
and if they adequately portray our financial situation.
Under the current system of reports, Income
includes all of the weekly envelopes, funds for
WELS, Missions, Northland, and the mortgage. In
addition, it includes Preschool Income, School Income, and Hot Lunch Income, (what I am calling fees
and tuition.) Going forward, Income will be the
above items MINUS the tuition and fees, due to the
cyclical nature of the receipt of those payments, especially school tuition. The goal is to present a
more accurate picture of how weekly offerings are
keeping pace with our budgeted ministry plan.

ACTUAL offerings with our year-to-date expected
offerings. This should give us a better feel as to our
overall financial health. What you can expect in the
bulletin then is, for example:
Anticipated offerings YTD: $290,000
Actual offerings YTD:
$275,000
Two things to note: We did pass a deficit budget for this fiscal year, so even running at 100% of the
anticipated offerings is still going to leave a shortfall. Be assured that the boards are all working diligently to control the expense side of the ministry
plan as well as to minimize that deficit. Secondly,
current numbers do not report any of the special
funds that we receive each week, things like the
hymnal fund, the organ repair fund, and other special funds. A summary of those funds’ activities will
be included in the newsletter going forward.
We will also report the mortgage balance just
once each month, since we currently just make a
monthly payment on the first of each month.

How will this look? Say for example, we budgeted $520,000 in envelope income for the year. That
averages out to $10,000 per Sunday. As we have
completed Week 29 of our budget, we should expect income of $290,000. We can then compare our

If you have questions or concerns about the
new reporting structure, do not hesitate to ask me
and I will do my best to provide an answer. †

CATECHISM CORNER
Because of what the Lord has done for each of us, the ―real me‖ loves to live for Jesus. At
the same time, we are troubled by our many sinful desires, which often lead to sinful acts.
Why do we have these sinful desires?
Romans 5:12 So then, just as sin entered the world through one man and death through sin, so also death
spread to all people because all sinned.
John 3:6 Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh. Whatever is born of the Spirit is spirit.
Psalm 51:5 Certainly, I was guilty when I was born. I was sinful when my mother conceived me.
Romans 7:18 Indeed, I know that good does not live in me, that is, in my sinful flesh. The desire to do good
is present with me, but I am not able to carry it out.
Genesis 8:21 The Lord smelled the pleasant aroma. The Lord said in his heart, ―I will never again curse
the soil anymore because of man, for the thoughts he forms in his heart are evil from his youth. Neither will
I ever again strike every living thing, as I have done.
Mark 7:21-22 In fact, from within, out of people’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual sins, theft, murder, adultery, greed, wickedness, deceit, unrestrained immorality, envy, slander, arrogance, and foolishness.
- Luther’s Catechism © 2017 NPH
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SPECIAL GIFTS AND MEMORIALS
Through January 16, 2022
Current Expenses
 In memory of Vernon Meyer given by Charlotte
Carlson, Kevin & Sheila Provost & Family, Linda
Pollnow, and Elaine Martin
 In memory of her husband Robert & her son
Randy Hafermann given by Joan Hafermann
 In memory of Lloyd Brock given by Linda
Pollnow
School
 In memory of Vernon Meyer given by Inge Johnson, Lois Wittrock, Kathy Jackson, Herb & Carol
Jackson, Huntz & Marilyn Link, Susie Dempze,
Ruth Taggatz, Randy & Pat DeBoer, Jim & Jeanne
Jackson, Joan Hafermann, David & Robin
Koeshall, Fred & Karen Brinkman, Scott & Cindy
Gasch, Peter & Linda Leder, Mark & Jan Janke,
Karl & Kim Mittelsteadt, Scott & Julie Burkart,
Robert Ebben, Rick & Sue Bina, Peggy Walton,
Carol Brey, Judith Levy, and Family & Friends
Organ Fund
 In memory of Vernon Meyer given by Larry &
Veronica Klish, Carol Newsom, Tom & Sue
Kulhanek, Stephanie Bathke, Mike & Judy Anderson, Bob & Katie Schalow, Tom & Debi Wittrock,
Lavern & Delores Becker, Marvin & Dorothy
Raasch, Jared & Kari Vollert, Anita Simenson,
Gary & Linda Jones, Marilyn Foley, Marla
Mueller, Donald & Marlene Gasch, Susan
Janke, and Family & Friends
 In memory of Janet Heister’s son given by Carol
Newsom, Tom & Gayle Bartelt, Anita Simenson,
Marilyn Foley, and Janet Heister
 In memory of Lloyd Brock given by Mike & Judy
Anderson, Lavern & Delores Becker, and Anita
Simenson
 In memory of Edward Haferman given by
Marvin & Dorothy Raasch
 In memory of her husband Robert & her son
Randy Hafermann given by Joan Hafermann
 In memory of David Kreutzer given by Gary &
Linda Jones
 In honor of their 30th wedding anniversary
given by Roger & Lisa Crump
 In memory of Edna Haferman’s loved ones given
by Janet Heister



In memory of Bob Hetzel given by LaVern &
Delores Becker
Hymnal Fund
 In memory of Lloyd Brock given by Ron &
Georgene Provost
 In memory of Randy Pahl’s mother given by Ron
& Georgene Provost
St. Paul’s Student Assistance Fund
 In memory of Janet Heister’s son given by Edna
Haferman and Bonnie Zastrow
 In memory of Vernon Meyer given by Edna & Faith
Haferman
 In memory of Sandy Kruger’s husband, Jim, given
by Edna & Faith Haferman
 In memory of Judy Lubeck’s sister-in-law given by
Edna Haferman
Pastor Teacher Assistance Fund
 In memory of Edna’s nephew, Gary Fisher, given
by Edna & Faith Haferman
 In memory of Lloyd Brock given by Edna Haferman, Tom & Barb Reitz
 In memory of Edna’s brother-in-law, Edward Haferman, given by Edna & Faith Haferman,and Tom
& Barb Reitz
 In memory of Sandy Kruger’s husband, Jim, given
by Tom & Barb Reitz
 In memory of Vernon Meyer given by Tom & Barb
Reitz
 In memory of Janet Heister’s son given by Tom &
Barb Reitz
 In memory of Vivian Kroll given by Tom & Barb
Reitz
 In memory of Gail Kretschmer’s father given by
Tom & Barb Reitz
St. Paul’s School Athletic Department
 In memorial of Randy Pahl’s mother given by David
& Robin Koeshall
The whole law is summed up
in this one statement:

“Love your neighbor
as yourself.”
- Galatians 5:14
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CELEBRATING CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
January 24-30
Dress Up Days ~ Book Fair
Basketball Game ~ Worship Service
Read more on page 3
Pastor Lucas Proeber · 989-780-3184 · pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz · 920-689-3036· pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org
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