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This year’s Advent theme, Imminent Arrival, calls to mind how 
people eagerly anticipate the Christmas season. The Latin word    

adventus means arrival, and in the Christian church we eagerly     
anticipate three arrivals of Christ: the commemoration of his birth, 

his return on judgment day, and the moments he touches our hearts 

in Word and  sacrament.  

Do you remember the feeling when someone important is about 

to arrive at your place? It’s a mixture of anticipation and excitement 
and nervousness. Did you make all the correct preparations? Will 

the person be happy to see you? When and how will the person    

arrive? Will there be any surprises? 

During weeks before Christmas, we anticipate the imminent   

arrival of Jesus. He’s an important person! We are about to celebrate 
his birth. He could return on judgment day at any time. But in wor-

ship we realize that he impacts our lives when the Bible is read and 

when the sacraments are administered. Suddenly we feel the excite-

ment of an imminent arrival. The Lord is near! 

Our Sunday worship in the season of Advent follows this path:  

Nov. 30 ~ Imminent Arrival of the King 

Dec. 7 ~ Imminent Arrival of the Judge 

Dec. 14 ~ Imminent Arrival of the Messiah  

Dec. 21 ~ Imminent Arrival of Emmanuel † 



St. Paul’s Epistle  December 2025 edition 

2 

People love Christmas music! 

It seems to be played earlier and 

earlier every year. There are 

many popular tunes, and some 

songs even have words that point 

us to the reason for the season, 

the birth of Jesus, our Savior. 

Did you know that the Bible 

has songs of Christmas? They 

were sung to announce Christ’s 
birth. The Song of Mary, also 

called the “Magnificat,” is the 
song Mary sang when she was 

telling her relative Elizabeth 

about becoming the mother of 

Jesus. The Song of Zechariah, the 

This Advent season we’re 
looking forward to gathering as a 

church family around God’s Word 
and promises—but with one im-

portant change to our schedule. 

To better serve those who fin-

ish work at 5:00 pm, our midweek 

Advent services will now begin at 

6:30 pm (instead of 5:00 pm). We 

chose 6:30 because it’s a familiar, 
standard time for evening events 

and worship services at St. Paul’s, 
and it allows more of our mem-

bers—especially working indi-

viduals or families—to arrive 

without rushing. 

In keeping with the same rea-

sons we recently consolidated 

our Sunday morning worship ser-

vices, we’ll also be having one 
midweek Advent service instead 

of two. (We had two services dur-

ing Advent in 2024 but changed 

to one midweek service during 

Lent in 2025.) Our goal is not 

simply efficiency, but fellow-

ship—we want our WHOLE 

CHURCH FAMILY together in 

ONE service, gathered as ONE 

body to hear the same Word, sing 

the same hymns, and encourage 

one another as we prepare to cel-

ebrate Christ’s coming. 

BIBLE SONGS OF CHRISTMAS 

MIDWEEK ADVENT WORSHIP  
New Time—Same Joy 

Before worship, you’re invited 
to enjoy a time of food and fellow-

ship. A meal will be served in the 

cafeteria from 5:00–6:15 pm. This 

is a wonderful opportunity to slow 

down in the middle of a busy 

week, connect with fellow believ-

ers, and then move together into 

the sanctuary to focus on our Sav-

ior. 

Mark your calendars, bring 

your family, invite a friend, and 

join us as we fix our eyes on Jesus 

this Advent—together. † 

“Benedictus,” is the song Zechari-
ah sang when his son, John the 

Baptist, was born to prepare the 

way for Jesus. And, the Song of 

the Angels, “Gloria in Excelsis,” 
is the song the angels sang the 

night Jesus was born.  

We have only the words of 

those songs, not the music, but 

Christian composers through the 

ages have set those words to mu-

sic. At our midweek Advent ser-

vices, we look at the background 

and words of those songs to help 

us prepare to celebrate the birth 

of the Christ Child. † 

Midweek Advent  

Service: 

Dec. 3, 10 & 17 

at 6:30 PM 
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Sarah Schoenborn is our new “church-secretary-in- 

training”. She will eventually replace, Judy Stensberg,  
who is retiring at the end of the school year.  

Sarah and her husband Mike moved to Wisconsin 

Rapids this summer. They are transferring from Peace 

Lutheran in Hartford, where Sarah grew up.  

We can see how God has prepared Sarah for this 

position. She attended Kettle Moraine Lutheran High School and says 

she has always wanted to serve behind the scenes in ministry.   

Sarah usually works Tuesdays through Fridays, so please stop in 

and introduce yourself if you have a chance to do so. † 

ANOTHER NEW FACE IN THE OFFICE 

Beginning November 23rd, 

our Adult Bible Study will explore 

a timely and meaningful series 

titled “This Blessed Fellowship.” 
Drawing deeply from Scripture, 

this study helps us understand the 

unity we share as Christians, how 

that unity is threatened, and how 

God calls us to live out our fellow-

ship in faithful, loving practice. 

Below is an overview of the five 

lessons in this series: 

Lesson 1 - This Blessed          

Fellowship 

We begin by celebrating the 

gift of Christian unity. Scripture 

describes the Holy Christian 

Church as one body, joined to-

gether by “one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism.” We’ll look at how 
God brings us into this fellowship 

and how we practice that unity in 

worship, prayer, encouragement, 

mutual care, and shared confes-

sion. The first lesson sets the joy-

ful tone for the whole study. 

Lesson 2 - Factions and 

Schisms 

Next, we examine the forces 

that threaten Christian unity. Jesus 

himself warns that false teaching 

and spiritual deception divide his 

people. This lesson explores what 

causes doctrinal fractures, why 

“agreeing to disagree” is spiritu-
ally dangerous, and how God 

calls his Church to unity—not 

simply union. We also learn how 

the truth of God’s Word guides 
our approach to disagreements 

within the church. 

Lesson 3 - Watch Out and 

Keep Away 

Here we consider the Bible’s 
clear warnings about false doc-

trine and harmful influences. God 

calls believers to test teachings 

carefully, cling to his truth, and 

lovingly avoid teachers or teach-

ings that oppose Scripture. We 

will study not only what God com-

mands in these situations but also 

why—for the protection of our 

faith, the spiritual safety of others, 

and the honor of Christ’s Word. 

Lesson 4 - Fellowship in     

Practice 

Having examined the biblical 

principles, we turn to their real-

world application. How do we 

recognize the difference between 

a weak brother who needs patient 
guidance and a persistent errorist 

who rejects correction? What 

does someone’s confession, 
church affiliation, or worship 

practice tell us? This lesson helps 

us apply Scripture faithfully, hum-

bly, and lovingly as we interact 

with fellow Christians. 

Lesson 5 - Fellowship in     

Practice (Continued) 

Finally, we explore practical 

situations involving worship, Holy 

Communion, prayer, music-

making, and participation in 

church life. Because Scripture 

does not give checklists for every 

scenario, this lesson equips us to 

apply God’s fellowship principles 
with both clarity and compas-

sion—avoiding legalism on one 

side and careless laxity on the 

other. Above all, we strive to give 

a clear and loving testimony to 

God’s truth. 

This series will help us appre-

ciate the precious unity God has 

given us as members of one 

body—and understand how to 

protect and practice that unity in 

a world that often pulls in the op-

posite direction. 

Join us each SUNDAY from 

10:30–11:30 AM in the CAFETE-

RIA as we gather around God’s 
Word and grow together in 

“THIS BLESSED FELLOW-
SHIP”. † 

THIS BLESSED FELLOWSHIP 
New Adult Bible Study Topic 
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Greetings to all at St. Paul’s! 

Thank you so much for sponsoring the [Family Neighbor-

hood Meal] Oct. 2 meal, both financially & with in person vol-

unteers. It was super nice to have you all present at the meal, 

with smiles & servant hearts! We served a good amount of 

meals – between volunteers, guests, 2nd plates & home deliv-

ered meals, we ended the evening having served 162 plates! 

We hope you enjoyed your evening at FNM & will join us 

again in the future! If it weren’t for groups like yours FNM 
would not be able to provide this very needed ministry to our 

community! 

With gratitude – 

Dawn & all of us at FNM †  

NOTES OF THANKSGIVING 

Dear Friends, 

I was truly overwhelmed by the amount 

of prayers, calls, texts, cards and gifts, as 

well as the visits at the hospital from so 

many members and friends both here at St. 

Paul’s and throughout our fair city.  All of 
those efforts definitely warmed my “heart” 
and have played a huge role in my recov-

ery.  There are so many other thanks to 

pass along as well:  to Pastor Plagenz and 

Principal Van Weele for their visits and de-

votions that they shared – to Pastor, Mr. 

Van Weele, Mr. Biesterfeld, Mr. Quint, and 

Mrs. Erin Meister who stepped in to cover 

my chapel and classes while I was away 

from the classroom – and to the students 

and faculty for making cards and a video 

all of which brought a smile to my face and 

a tear to my eye!  And, so, once again a 

huge THANK YOU to everyone and may the 

good Lord continue to be with us all as we 

eagerly anticipate the upcoming celebra-

tion of His birth! 

Mr. Randy Pahl 

At our October congregation-

al meeting, we prayerfully decid-

ed to begin the process of calling 

a second pastor. Since that meet-

ing, our current called workers 

and congregational leaders have 

been meeting to think through the 

specific ministry focus for this ad-

ditional shepherd. In order to do 

this responsibly, we recognized 

the importance of laying out some 

future ministry plans—especially 

in the area of Christian disciple-

ship. 

This planning work not only 

helps us move forward with 

thoughtful and intentional minis-

try, but it will also serve any pas-

tor who receives our call. Having 

clarity about our congregation’s 
goals allows him to consider his 

gifts and how he might best fit 

into the role as he prayerfully de-

liberates the call. 

It is also worth noting that 

there is a “quiet period” for call-
ing pastors each year in the WELS 

during the Advent and Christmas 

seasons. From December 12 

through January 11, congrega-

tions do not issue calls. In addi-

tion, the high vacancy rate across 

our synod means that there is cur-

rently about a three-week delay 

between submitting a request for 

a call list and receiving that list 

from the district president. 

For all these reasons, our first 

call meeting is planned for MID-

JANUARY. We will share the ex-

act date and time after our call 

request is confirmed by the dis-

trict president. 

As always, we ask for your 

prayers—both for our congrega-

tion as we seek to carry out 

Christ’s mission among us, and 
for the men who may be asked to 

consider a call to serve here at St. 

Paul’s. † 

UPDATE ON CALLING A SECOND PASTOR 

ADVENT DEVOTIONS 
 

Hardcopies available  

after Thanksgiving. 

Or receive daily emails by subscribing at  

mlc-wels.edu/publications/seasonal-devotions/ 
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Are you curious about the 

kinds of books we have on hand 

in our church library? Each 

month, a few reviews of books 

that you may find interesting will 

be included in the newsletter. 

This month reviews one for fami-

lies, two for adults, and one for 

kids. The call numbers or loca-

tions are included so you can find 

them in the library more easily. 

See if any of these catch your eye! 

Look Up From Your 

Phone So I can 

Love You by Amy 

Vannieuwenhoven 

(call number 248.4 

VAN) 

As of 2017, 44% of 

the world’s popu-
lation had a smartphone, and we 

can imagine the numbers have 

only increased.  This book is a bit 

unexpected. It is an interactive 

journal for families with grade 

school and/or high school chil-

dren. It prompts families to have 

meaningful conversations about 

their faith and relationships. The 

end goal is to understand each 

other better, establish a plan to 

responsibly use technology, and 

grow in your appreciation of God.  

This is ideal for families just be-

ginning to navigate life with a 

phone for their kids, or families 

who desire to reel their kids back 

in.   

Becoming Family 

– How to Build a 

Stepfamily That 

Really Works by 

Robert Lauer and 

Jeanette Lauer (call 

number 306.8 LAU) 

Written by au-

thors who lead 

workshops in marriage and family 

life and who have each lived in a 

stepfamily, this book is an effort 

to provide a practical Christian 

guide for stepfamily life. Christian 

tools and biblical teachings are 

included, addressing common 

pitfalls and how to meet challeng-

es successfully. 

The Five Love Lan-

guages of Teenag-

ers by New York 

Bestselling Author 

Gary Chapman (call 

number 306.8 CHA) 

Gary Chapman previ-

ously wrote well-

known books on how to discover 

which of the five love languages 

your spouse or young child re-

sponds to best. In this book, he 

addresses what may be the big-

gest challenge of all: how parents 

can communicate love effectively 

on an emotional level with their 

teenager. In case you aren’t famil-
iar, the five love languages are 

the same for all: words of affirma-

tion, physical touch, quality time, 

acts of service, and gifts. The 

book includes an assessment tool.     

Goodbye to Goodbyes 

by Lauren 

Chandler 

(This book is 

on the chil-

dren’s shelf of 
the church li-

brary) 

If you are 

looking for a way to discuss death 

with your child, Goodbye to 

Goodbyes may be a successful 

way to do it.  This book is appro-

priate for parents to read to 

young children, or early readers 

to read with their parents, even 

before their first experience with 

death. It covers the story of Jesus, 

Lazarus, and an empty tomb, and 

explains how, with Jesus, good-

byes are only temporary. 

Explore the church library 

and see if there is a book just 

waiting to be read by YOU! † 

CHURCH LIBRARY CORNER 
by Pam Negus 

SCHOOL QUICK HITS 
We thank the Lord for quickly filling the teaching vacancy in our 

school for next year. Mrs. Sarah Burgess will be joining our faculty as a 

1st & 2nd teacher. Her husband is the pastor at St. Paul’s in Adams, and 
they have a son attending our 6th grade. 

Another addition to our staff is our new part-time custodian, Mr. 

Matthew Oligney. He and his wife May have a daughter in first grade. † 
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FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT  
By Michael Anderson – Financial Secretary 

The current mortgage balance with Thrivent 

stands at $554,508.45 as of 11/6/25 per the latest 

statement from Thrivent.  One year ago, on 11/6/24, 

the statement balance was $820,273.78. The de-

crease this past year amounts to $265,765.33, a re-

duction of 33 per cent! What a truly remarkable 

blessing this is as a result of our 125th Anniversary 

Campaign ($139,000) and our regular monthly mort-

gage principal payments ($126,765). Thank God for 

this significant impact on our debt and pray that 

hearts are moved to continue to work to eliminate 

this burden. 

If you have questions or concerns regarding our 

finances, pleases don’t hesitate to ask me. I am more 
than willingly to help get you’re the information you 
desire. † 

Many of our St. Paul's members (and others from 

outside of our church) look forward each fall to the 

annual Craft and Bake Sale. The preparation for this 

event begins weeks ahead of time with many hours 

spent in the kitchen. Apples to peel and cut and pie 

crusts to make, usually always more to prepare than 

the previous year. It is a great time for fellowship, a 

great time for members to donate their craft items, 

baked goods, pickles, and other treats that many 

look forward to buying just before the Thanksgiving 

and Christmas holidays.  A hearty thank you to those 

who helped in any way.   

Receipts from the sale totaled over $4,400, with 

some apple pies still available. The profits will be 

used to fund school security upgrades. † 

ANOTHER THANK YOU 
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CATECHISM CORNER 
What does the Bible tell us about heaven, the final home of believers? 

John 11: 25, 26 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in 
me will live, even if he dies. And whoever lives and believes in me will never perish.   
Do you believe this?” 

Revelation 14:13  And I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord 
from now on.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “because they will rest from their labors, for their works follow 
them.” 

Revelation 21:3,4  And from the throne I heard a loud voice that said, “Look! God’s dwelling is with peo-
ple. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them, and he will 

be their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or sorrow or 

crying or pain, because the former things have passed away.” 

Revelation 7:15-17  Because of this they are in front of the throne of God, and they serve him day and 

night in his temple. He who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them. They will never be hun-

gry or thirsty ever again. The sun will never beat upon them, nor will any scorching heat, for the 

Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd. He will lead them to springs of living water. 

And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. 

Colossians 3:4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

Revelation 21:22-26 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are 

its temple. The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, because the glory of God has 

given it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth 

will bring their glory into it. There is no day when its gates will be shut, for there will be no night in 

that place. They will bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it.                                                                                  

Luther’s Catechism © 2017 Northwestern Publishing House. 
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version®, EHV®, © 2019 Wartburg Project, Inc.  

Current  

• In memory of Harvey Pierce given by Betty  
Meyer, Michael & Charmaine Mancl, David & 

Kari Kellen, Karen Christopherson, Stephanie 

Bathke, and other family & friends  

Mortgage  

• In memory of Harvey Pierce given by Tom & 
Gayle Bartelt and Anita Simenson 

Pastor/Teacher Assistance Fund 

• In memory of Bob Hofschild given by Enda    
Haferman 

• In memory of Harvey Pierce given by Edna   
Haferman 

SPECIAL GIFTS & MEMORIALS 
through November 16  

School Athletic Fund for Volleyball 

• In memory of Harvey Pierce given by family & 
friends 

School Donation  

• In memory of Ann Lepak's Mother, Ruth Becker, 
given by Tom & Gayle Bartelt 

St Paul's Tuition Assistance Fund 

• In memory of Harvey Pierce given by friends 
and family 

WELS 175th Anniversary  

• In memory of Harvey Pierce given by Dolores 
Becker  
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Peter Plagenz · 920-689-3036· pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 

HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

School Christmas Service 

Saturday, Dec. 20 at 4:00 PM 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Wednesday, Dec. 24 at 6:30 PM 
 

Christmas Morning Worship 

Thursday, Dec. 25 at 9:00 AM 


