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ADVENT ANNOUNCEMENTS
We get to hear a lot from the prophet Isaiah throughout the Church year.
Advent and Christmas are no exceptions to that. We read about things like
the virgin birth in Isaiah 7:14. We see the Light that will shine in the darkness as an almighty child is born and that child will be called things like the
Prince of Peace in Isaiah 9:2, 6-7. Isaiah praises the Lord for all the wonderful things he has done or would do in Isaiah 12; we could certainly include
sending his Son to take on flesh in the list of wonderful things God has done.
Isaiah also speaks of the comfort that comes through God’s gospel message
in Isaiah 40:1-11. We also hear Isaiah’s name mentioned in two well-known
Christmas hymns:


Isaiah had foretold it
In words of promise sure,
And Mary’s arms enfold it,
A virgin meek and pure.
Through God’s eternal will
This child to her is given
At midnight calm and still
(Behold, a Branch is Growing CW 47 v. 2)
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How should I not have known
Isaiah would be there,
His prophecies fulfilled?
With pounding heart I stare:
A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me,
A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me.
(Where Shepherds Lately Knelt CW 54 v. 3)

It’s not hard to see how God has used Isaiah to get the message of the
coming Messiah to his people of all ages. For that reason, we will hear from
Isaiah’s prophecies several times throughout the Advent and Christmas (as
well as Epiphany) seasons. Our Advent midweek services will even focus on
three Advent Announcements that we hear from Isaiah.
Continued on p.2
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ADVENT ANNOUNCEMENTS
Continued from pg 1
Isaiah would be the first to say
that we don’t focus on his writings
because of his great poetic prowess; nor does he have his own compelling life story to share with us.
Instead, we highlight Isaiah’s
prophecies because they point us to
the focus of every season of the
Church year: our Savior, our King,
our God, our Servant, our Light, our
Comfort—Jesus Christ. As we draw
closer to the manger in Bethlehem,
as well as closer to our heavenly

home, let us always remember Jesus—who he is, what he has done,
what he means for us, how we can
tell others about him. It wouldn’t
hurt to see what Isaiah has to say
about all of those things along the
way.
God will grant you a blessed
Advent, Christmas, and New Year
as you ponder all the wonderful
things God has done for you and as
you are fed by his precious means
of grace. †

MIDWEEK
ADVENT DEVOTIONS
Wednesdays,
Dec. 1, 8 & 15
4:00 & 6:30 PM
Fellowship Meal
served 4:45-6:00 PM

COMING HOLIDAY EVENTS
St. Paul’s has lots of events in November and December to help you focus on
your Savior. You can serve, participate, or invite a friend.

CHRISTMAS FOR KIDS ~ Dec. 4 at 9:00-11:45AM

Thanksgiving Eve
Worship
Wednesday, Nov. 24
at 4:00 & 6:30PM

Christmas Eve Worship
Dec. 24 at 6:30PM

Christmas Morning
Worship
with communion
Dec. 25 at 9:30 AM

New Year's Eve Worship
with communion
Dec. 31 at 6:30PM

Kids ages 3-10 learn about Jesus’ birth through songs, games,
music & more. This also serves parents by freeing them up to
shop or take care of other holiday tasks. Pre-register on our
website. Volunteers are needed to help with activities. Contact
Kent Schroeder at 715-323-6167 or knks@wctc.net.

ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT ~ Dec. 5 at 6:00PM
Women enjoy an elegant evening preparing themselves for the
Christmas season. Look for the signup in the Welcome Center.
Table hostesses are needed. Contact Marilyn Sigler at 715-2130054 or jmsigler1975@gmail.com.

FRUITBASKET DELIVERY ~ Dec. 18 at 9:00AM
Deliver a fruitbasket to one of our members who is homebound,
in a care facility, or recently lost a spouse. Contact Hilde Henkel
at 715-435-3547 or henkelfm@wctc.net.

SCHOOL CHRISTMAS SERVICE ~ Dec. 18 at 6:30PM
Our school students will lead a special Christmas service open
to the entire congregation. Bring a friend.

2

St. Paul’s Epistle

December 2021 edition

WHO’S MY ELDER?
Groups for the Board of Elders
different groups, one group for each elder.

The Peter Plan is right around the corner! In January we as a congregation guided by the elders and
their assistants will begin our organized effort to better
care for those not being spiritually fed by Word and
sacrament in public worship—creating a congregational culture of Christian care.

That means you have a specific Elder who will be
concerned about YOU—your physical, your emotional,
and primarily your spiritual well being—and can assist
you as he is able with any concerns. However, for that
to best happen, you need to know who your Elder is.
See the paragraphs below to find your Elder and learn
a little more about him!

However, care from the Elders will extend beyond
the Peter Plan. One of the duties and responsibilities of
the Board of Elders according to our congregational By
-Laws is to “be concerned about the spiritual, emotional, and physical health and welfare of the individual
members of the congregation.” To assist the Board in
that endeavor, as well as with the Peter Plan, we are
dividing all the households of the congregation into six

Then, as you have the opportunity, introduce yourself to your Elder. Give him a call and get to know him.
He will not only be a spiritual leader for you, but he
will also be a Christian friend full of help and encouragement. †

Mr. Richard Herrmann
414-708-4548
rcherrmann3@gmail.com
Hello! My name is Rich Herrmann. My wife Christine and I moved to Rapids from Milwaukee last year in December. We were members of Victory of the Lamb, a WELS congregation with a contemporary worship style. I was head usher there for the last two years, and
Christine and I served as both ushers and greeters. Prior to that we were members of
Divine Peace in Milwaukee, where I served on various boards and committees. Christine
and I are enjoying retirement pursuing our hobbies and visiting our grandchildren who
live in Milwaukee.
I accepted an Elder position at St. Paul's because I think the spiritual health of a congregation is of prime importance. I humbly ask for your prayers and God's guidance as I
serve our Savior in this ministry.
Mr. Herrmann’s Group: last names Altmann-Eichhorn

Mr. Vaughn Hetzel
715-423-7018
Hello! My name is Vaughn Hetzel. I’ve been a lifelong member of St. Paul’s. I love helping the believers here on their path to heaven in whatever way I can. We all have our
own stories, but we can go through these different stages of life together. I enjoyed volunteering as a visitor to the shut-ins. They taught me much more than I did them.
Ephesians 6:12 says, “Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” As our time becomes more evil, we need to cling
to the cross of Christ tighter and tighter. I am proud to serve as an Elder and help the
members of St. Paul’s cling to His cross.
Mr. Hetzel’s Group: last names Endries-Jaworski

3

St. Paul’s Epistle

December 2021 edition

WHO’S MY ELDER?
Mr. Dale Kretchmer
715-254-4991
salm139@solarus.net
Hello! My name is Dale Kretchmer. I was born and raised in Sheboygan Falls, WI. I attended University of Wisconsin, Madison and graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Metallurgical Engineering way back in 1969 BC (before computers). I married
June Peterson in 1968, and we lived in Greenleaf, Rhinelander, and Hayward, WI, before
moving to Wisconsin Rapids in 2009.
I consider it an honor to have been a member of St. Paul's Board of Elders for the past 8
years, serving our congregation, and, most importantly, serving my Lord and Savior. As
our church bylaws proclaim, the Elders are to assist the pastoral staff in matters pertaining to the welfare of the congregation, especially their spiritual welfare. The Peter Plan
is an integral part of that task as we seek, with the Holy Spirit's guidance, to encourage
those who are in various stages of inactivity. I pray that all of our members would become involved in this plan and thereby partner with us.
Mr. Kretchmer’s Group: last names Jensen-Lepak

Mr. Greg Paul
715-424-0449
gregorystevenpaul@yahoo.com
Hello! My name is Greg Paul. I came to St. Paul's in September of 1981 when my dad became the new pastor. I went to school here, was confirmed here, was married here, and
my three daughters were baptized here. I have six grandchildren whom I very much enjoy during my free time. St. Paul's has been a large part of my life.
I became an Elder recently because I have a heart for outreach and because the Pastor
asked me. I've watched so many people leave this church. I see them in the grocery
store, and I'm saddened because their souls may not be being fed by the Word of God.
My prayer is that our whole congregation embraces the Peter Plan for this reason.
Mr. Paul’s Group: last names Lindermuth-Paulos

Mr. Tom Reitz
715-887-2785
retline76@gmail.com
Hello! My name is Tom Reitz. I was asked to be an elder in 1981/82, after Pastor Paul started at St. Paul’s. I have remained an elder for most of these years outside of a short break
a number of years ago for some respite.
At times I feel like Jonah, reluctant to call on members who have drifted away from the
Word and Sacrament. Pastors and other men such as Al Haferman and W.O. Johnson encouraged me to continue in this calling.
Bible reading and Bible study groups as well as Meditations and Time of Grace devotions
have convinced me to call on the lost sheep; for the sinful flesh is always contrary to the
will of God and human reasoning cannot prepare us for eternal life. Only the Holy Spirit
through the Word can convince us of the gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ’s atonement.
Mr. Reitz’s Group: last names Pecher-Shore
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WHO’S MY ELDER?
Mr. Gary Stensberg
715-423-0725
gstensberg@charter.net
Hello! My name is Gary Stensberg. I’m married to Judy. We have two sons, Ben and Jon,
and two grandchildren, Gracie and Gunnar. I have been a member of St. Paul's my entire
life, being baptized and attending grade school here.
I was honored to be asked to join the Board of Elders. I look forward to doing more for
the welfare of the church, its members, and called workers.
Mr. Stensberg’s Group: last names Sigler-Zernicke

THOSE A-MAZE-ING SPYS
by Staff Minister Randy Pahl
Is it really possible that I am
sitting down to pen the final newsletter article for this year? And
didn’t we just turn the calendar to
2021? Because this Epistle will go
to print before November 25, I feel
the need to write, “I hope you have
a happy Thanksgiving, are looking
forward to the Advent of our Lord,
and a Merry Christmas to all!”
But, before we look too far
ahead, I’d like to take you back to
Saturday, October 23, as a group of
fifteen youth and adults headed
over to Plover to pay a visit to
Feltz’s Dairy Farm. It was a beautiful fall day as the SPYs, two adults,
and one youngin’ decided to meander their way through Feltz’s corn
maze. It was exciting to watch them
emerge after 30-60 minutes of running into dead ends, each other,
and even other patrons! There were
plenty smiles as well as stories of
adventure! Afterwards, a few tours
of the farm were taken, the store
perused, pumpkins purchased, and
ice cream cones devoured. All in
all the consensus was that this

outing is definitely one to put on the
calendar for future years!
Next, it was Friday, Nov. 5, and
time for “Family Fun Night.” While
a portion of the teaching staff were
still conducting parent/teacher conferences, approximately twenty-five
people gathered together in the
gym. Young and old joined together
to participate in board games, the
throwing and shooting of balls, and
even playing with the toy trucks and
cars (Aiden Proeber was adorable!). Some of the group brought
snacks and drinks to share, while
Mr. Seth Kroells made certain there
was pizza to be consumed. Per
usual, a good time was enjoyed by
all!
Finally, as we head into this festive time of year, we look forward to
seeing you in church during the
many services that will be offered
over the next six week period. May
the good Lord continue to bless and
be with us as we worship and thank
Him for the myriad of blessings with
which He continues to pour out upon us! †
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Finally, all of you,
live in harmony with one another.
Show sympathy, brotherly love,
compassion, and humility.
-1 Peter 3:8

Taken Home
to be with the Lord:
Richard Zawatzke

ORGAN RESTORATION
FUND

Current Balance
$43,677
Need to reach our next milestone
of $75,000 by March 1
to avoid getting a loan.
Total Project Cost: $125,000
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SAME NAME, NEW COLOR
Beginning this Advent, we will be
transitioning to using the new
Christian Worship Hymnal. It has
the same name as our current
hymnal, but it is blue instead of
red. For a while, you will probably be picking up the hymnal
more often than you usually do.
Some of the liturgy is sung differently or sung when it was previously spoken. Plus there
are some new hymns, old hymns set to new tunes, and
new psalms.

HELP WITH THE TRANSITION
The hymnal transition begins on Saturday, Nov. 27.
One of the old red hymnals will be removed from each
pew rack. Then, the new blue hymnals need to be
opened for the first time. This will be done carefully,
a few pages at a time, like opening a new textbook at
school. Finally, the new hymnals will be placed in the
pew racks. Lots of volunteers are needed at 9:00AM on
Nov. 27. We will be removing and replacing close to
200 hymnals. Even if you have mobility issues, you can
help with the hymnal opening part.

NOT EVERYTHING IS CHANGING
But don’t worry, not everything is changing. A lot of
your favorite hymns are still in the new hymnal, and we
will be singing them when they fit the service theme. We
will also be keeping the red hymnals in the pews, at least
for a time. Each hymnal rack will now have one red and
one blue hymnal, so we can use both. Although we will
mostly be using the new blue hymnal, there may be times
when we want to use something from the old red hymnal.
For instance, if someone’s favorite hymn did not make it
into the new hymnal, we can still sing it at their funeral
using the old red hymnal.

We plan to use the new blue hymnals for worship
services on Nov. 28. However, there have been some
publishing delays on items like accompaniment books
for the organists/pianists, so we may have to make
some last minute adjustments to that plan. With only
one blue hymnal per hymnal rack, you may have to
share with your spouse or children. If you purchased
a hymnal for your personal use, we encourage you to
bring it with you for worship during this transition
period.
We hope you will take time over the next few
weeks to become familiar with the new Christian Worship Hymnal. May it be a blessing to our worship life. †

DID YOU KNOW…

NAVIGATING THE NEW HYMNAL

The 200 new Christian Worship Hymnals that we
purchased cost $5,137. We also need materials
for the pastors, accompanists, and others involved in worship. Those extra materials are expected to cost about $1,100.

The new Christian Worship Hymnal is laid out differently than our old hymnal. After an introductory
section on the church year and lectionary (a list of
Bible readings which are assigned to a given day),
you will find the psalms. The last psalm is 150. Page
numbering for the service settings, rites, and other
material picks up at page 151. The hymn numbers
begin where the page numbering ends, so the first
hymn is #301, which is also on page 301.

Over the last year, several people have donated to the cost of this project. The Willing Workers gave $3,000 from their 2020 Bake & Craft
Sale to the fund, and over $600 was raised at
the Easter breakfast and Lenten meals. However, we still have a shortfall in this area. If you
would like to give a special gift towards the new
hymnals, just note it on your envelope. The cost
of one hymnal is about $26 with shipping.

Looking for Preparation for Holy Communion? See
Christian Questions on page 295.
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SPECIAL GIFTS AND MEMORIALS
Through November 14, 2021
Current Expenses
 In memory of Bob Smolarek given by Patrick &
MarySue Michels, Peggy Walton, Nona Henke,
Robert Stake, Kurt & Ann Boson, Mike & Judy
Smolarek, Alan & Jill Teske, Joel & Mary Kay
Tenpas, Doug Tenpas, Shelly Smolarek, other
friends & family, and StratTec Security Corp.,
where Bob’s grandson, Kristopher, works.
Mortgage
 In memory of Fritz Vollert given by Kathy Jackson

Organ Fund
 In memory of Grant Meyer given by Sue (Jackson)
Johnson
 In memory of Bob Smolarek given by Jim & Jeanne
Jackson and Dorothy Raasch
 In honor of the 85th birthday of Bill Stellmach given
by Pat Stellmach
Hymnal Fund
 In celebration of Edna Haferman’s 97th birthday
given by Mike & Judy Anderson

CATECHISM CORNER
Because of the cross, the entire world has been declared to be not guilty. This is true, not because people believe it but because it truly happened (universal/objective justification).
Why doesn’t everyone receive the blessings that Christ won for every person on the
cross?
Philippians 3:18,19 To be sure, many walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. I told you
about them often, and now I am saying it while weeping. Their end is destruction, their god is their appetite, and their glory is in their shame. They are thinking only about earthly things.
Romans 2:12 Indeed, all people who have sinned without law will also perish without law, and all the people
who have sinned in connection with law will be judged by law.
Matthew 22:1-14 (Jesus compared the kingdom of heaven to a wedding banquet prepared by a king. Those
who were invited refused to come, so the king sent his servants into the streets to invite others. One of the
guests, however, refused to wear the wedding clothes that were provided for him.)
Romans 10:3 Since they were ignorant of the righteousness from God and sought to establish their own
righteousness, they did not submit to the righteousness from God.
Galatians 5:4 You who are trying to be declared righteous by the law are completely separated from Christ.
You have fallen from grace.
Hebrews 10:26 For if we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the full knowledge of the truth,
there no longer remains any sacrifice for sins.
Romans 3:23-25a All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God and are justified freely by his grace
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God publicly displayed as the atonement seat through
faith in his blood.
Many people reject God’s gracious gift of righteousness because they feel that they don’t need to have righteousness or they believe that they have lived a righteous enough life to make God happy with them, When
humans reject the truth of what Christ did, they separate themselves from the forgiveness Christ won for
them.
- Luther’s Catechism © 2017 NPH

7

St. Paul’s Epistle

December 2021 edition

Non-Profit
Organization
US Postage
Paid
Permit No. 46

St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church
311 14th Ave S
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495-2402
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Phone: 715-421-3634
E-mail: churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
December 2021 edition

A merry heart
does good,
like medicine.
- Proverbs 17:22
NKJV

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Nov. 24 - 4:00 & 6:30PM
Christmas Eve Worship
Dec. 24 - 6:30PM
Christmas Morning Worship
Dec. 25 - 9:30AM

Pastor Lucas Proeber · 989-780-3184 · pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz · 920-689-3036· pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org
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