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WALKING TOGETHER IN UNITY

Introducing Church Center at St. Paul’s
By Pastor Plagenz

“How good and pleasant it is
when God'’s people live together in unity!”
(Psalm 133:1)

King David wrote these words to describe the beauty of a commu-
nity deeply connected in faith. Unity isn't just about sharing a building
on Sunday mornings; it’s about sharing our lives, supporting one an-
other throughout the week, and staying joined in heart and purpose.

As we continue to grow as a congregation, we want to ensure no
one feels left out or out of the loop. That’s why, at our August 2 Congre-
gational Meeting, we will be introducing Church Center—a new tool to
help us stay connected as one family of believers.

What is Church Center?

Church Center is a secure, central hub for every-
thing happening at St. Paul’s. It serves as our digital
front door, bringing our church communications,
schedules, and directory into one convenient place.

The best part? You don't need a smartphone to use it!

While Church Center is available as a mobile app for phones and
tablets, you can also access every single feature directly from your
home computer or laptop using a standard web browser. Whether you
prefer tapping a screen or using a keyboard and mouse, you'll have
full access to our church community hub.

Continue reading on page 2 =»
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WALKING TOGETHER IN UNITY

Introducing Church Center at St. Paul’s
continued from page 1

Why Church Center? Staying Connected Made Simple

We know that adopting new technology can sometimes feel overwhelming, especially if you didn't grow
up with a smartphone or tablet in hand! But Church Center isn't about replacing personal relationships—it’s a
simple, user-friendly tool designed to strengthen them.

Here is how Church Center will sexve our church family:
Our Church Directory: Easily look up the addresses and photos that our family of believers

chooses to share so you can send a card, send a message, or put a face to a name. Everything is
updated in real time!

The Church Calendar: Never miss a worship service, Bible study, or fellowship meal.

Easy Sign-Ups: Register for upcoming events, meals, or volunteer opportunities with just a couple
of clicks or taps.

Group Communication: Stay in touch with your small group or ministry team during the week to
share encouragement and prayer requests.
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Think of it as our digital Welcome Center and Ministry Table—a place where staying in touch with our broth-
ers and sisters in Christ is easily accessible whenever you need it.

How to Get Started (In Just 3 Easy Steps!)
Getting set up is simple, and you only have to do it once!

Scan or Visit: Open your smartphone camera and point it at the QR code
or visit https://stpaulswr.churchcenter.com/setup.

9 Log In: Enter your mobile phone number or email address. You'll re-
ceive a quick 6-digit verification code by text or email to confirm it’s you.

Review Your Information: Confirm your profile details, choose what
information you'd like to share in the directory, and consider adding a
profile photo to help fellow members put a face to a name.

Need a Little Extra Help? We've Got You Covered!

If technology isn't your favorite thing, please don't worry—you don't have to figure this out alone.
As we begin rolling out Church Center, we will have a Help Table in the Welcome Center staffed by friendly
volunteers on select Sundays to assist anyone who would like help getting started. Bring your phone or tablet
by, and our team will happily walk you through the setup, help you download the app, or show you how to log
in on your home computer. If you are unable to stop by on a Sunday, feel free to contact or stop by the church
office, and we'll be happy to help you get started.

Let's embrace this helpful tool together as we continue building a connected, unified community at St. Paul's!
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GETTING TO KNOW YOUR
NEW PASTOR AND HIS FAMILY

Pastor Jeremiah Wallander, his wife Kelli, and their children,
Myra and Titus, joined St. Paul's in July 2026. Jerry and Kelli are orig-
inally from Appleton, WI, and both are graduates of Fox Valley Lu-
theran High School (Kelli '13, Jerry '15). After high school, Jerry at-
tended Martin Luther College in the pre-seminary program studying
Greek and Hebrew and graduating in 2019. Jerry then attended Wis-
consin Lutheran Seminary and graduated in 2023. Upon graduation,
Jerry was called to serve as New Testament instructor and dorm su-
pervisor at Michigan Lutheran Seminary. After three years teaching
New Testament at MLS, he accepted the call to serve St. Paul's as the
youth & family pastor. Jerry has a passion for youth ministry and
showing ]esus to teens and young adults. He also enjoys exercise, studying, literature, film, photography,
drumming, and all Wisconsin sports.

UNEXPECTED TRUTHS

The opening lines of the United States Declaration of Independence boldly assert that certain truths are
“self-evident”—truths accessible to human reason and widely recognized by observation of the world. Among
these are that all people are created equal and possess unalienable rights such as life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness. The founders appealed to principles they believed reasonable people could recognize simply
by reflecting on human nature and justice. These truths were meant to be obvious, clear to the mind, and per-
suasive in the public square. Lutherans, however, note that the most important truths revealed in the Bible are
not self-evident at all. In fact, they frequently appear surprising or even contrary to human expectations.
Scripture teaches that humanity is not naturally good but deeply sinful. It declares that salvation cannot be
achieved through human effort but comes entirely by God’s grace. Most unexpected of all is the message that
God brings forgiveness and eternal life through the suffering and death of Jesus Christ. Biblical truth is re-
vealed by God rather than discovered by reason alone. While some truths may seem obvious to human judg-

ment, the truths of the Bible are often unexpected. I

Join us as we discover the unexpected truths God reveals in his Word. As we gather around Scripture, may
the Holy Spirit strengthen our faith, deepen our trust in Christ, and fill us with confidence in God's saving
promises.

Our worship follows this pattern for Unexpected Truths:

Compline Service on August 5

Twelth Sunday after Pentecost — Proper 15: The Church is for All People
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost — Proper 16: The Son of Man is God

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost — Proper 17: Cross Comes Before Crown

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost — Proper 18: I Am My Brother’s Keeper
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost — Proper 19: Forgiveness is for Me
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost — Proper 20: Grace is Amazing

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost — Proper 21: Real Repentance Looks Different
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MORE THAN A
CLOTHING GIVEAWAY

4

By Michelle Gear

We are a few short weeks
away from one of St. Paul's most
successful ministry events that
you probably didn't know has the
impact it does.

The first year we held the
clothing giveaway, we had com-
munity members lined up down
the block to the pastoral house!
We welcomed over 500 people
during our shopping days. Since
then, year after year, we contin-
ue to see anywhere from 200-400
people walk through those gym
doors on the first night!

Year one of the clothing give-
away, [ wasn't sure what to ex-
pect. Would we receive dona-
tions? Would it be enough?
Would anyone come and shop at
our event? Would anyone be
willing to help sort clothes?
Thankfully, Jan Preonto along
with the Dime and Dollar crew
came to support this brand-new
idea. It wasn't long after this first
year that the Dime and Dollar
team saw the need in our area

/ ITH ANNUAL \

CLOTHING GIVEAWAY
AUGUST 11-15
DONATION DAYS
Tue. 11 10:00 AM-6:00PM

Wed. 12 10:00 AM-6:00PM
SHOPPING DAYS
Thurs. 13  3:00PM-6:00PM

10:00AM-6:00PM /

Qi. 14

and moved their store from Ste-
vens Point to Wisconsin Rapids.
With that came boxes of dona-
tions for years to come!

We would be sorting for
hours and moving clothes out to
the gym, only to notice that the
infant girls' section had little to
nothing on it. The next large do-
nation we would help unload was
a car full of infant girls' clothes.
And this went on carload after
carload. I would notice we could
use some more men's extended
sizes, or kids' coats and boots, or
shoes and just like that, we had
what we needed and more. If I
was there, I would imagine this
was how the disciples felt when
given 5 loaves and two fish!

That first year, I helped a lit-
tle boy around 5 find his first pair
of shoes that were just for him
(he ran around the gym with such
excitement), a preteen girl find
what she needed while her dad
shopped and she confided in me
that her mother was in prison and
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she wasn't sure what she needed,
and a hospital worker come in
and grab a few of the extended
sizes for the emergency depart-
ment. She explained that often-
times when folks come into the
ED, their clothes are cut away
and when they are discharged,
they have nothing to go home in.

Since then, we have seen
many new and familiar faces
walk through those gym doors,
been asked to pray for them or
just listen to their stories. Each
year I am amazed at what we re-
ceive for donations and even
more amazed when we have left-
over clothes!

I encourage you to come
check it out. Even if it's for an
hour to help fold, or on day one
to shop! All are welcome! No in-
come requirements, no limits, no
judgement of any kind. Come
see St. Paul's in action!
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CHURCH LIBRARY CORNER

By Pam Negus

Alternative Resources

For July, I would like to highlight a different type of resource that isn't found directly in the library or
bookstore. If you enjoy listening to music while driving or working out, consider switching it up and try-
ing out a podcast instead. A Time of Grace podcast, Focus on the Family podcast or a video devotion by
Max Lucado are excellent ways to stay in the Word while on the go. Podcasts can be found on Spotify,
Amazon Music, Apple Podcasts and YouTube for free.

July Book Reviews

TOPICS CHRISTIANS NN
I SHOULD I
(KBURTION (HOMOSEXUALITY!
BE TALKING [NSEEN

wtf/ " In God’s Presence —-ﬂmﬁ :;]la\;[,;l,(e When Families
| «« \\ Every Day: FADN Pray
pRGE%%\ISCE\ 365 Devotions AL Novotny by Cheri Fuller
EVERY by Time of Grace (242 FUL)
XGSIR{}XW ~ contributors
Q»‘ (242.62 TOG) This topical book by Pas-
tor Mike Novotny from Time For those looking to make
of Grace allows you to select prayer a family priority, this
Ideal for Time of Grace lis- spec.ific topics rather than book offers 40 devotions with a
teners. this book features a reac‘hng“ from cover to cover. family prayer focus. Each devo-
briof c,me-page ety e Top1c§ include anxiety, de-. tion includes a relatablg true
from’a et [y e pression, sex, homosexuality, story for parents and children, a
. divorce, and politics. The central scripture, interactive
el ST e, book explores God's stance discussion starters, a suggested
on these subjects and offers prayer, and a thought-
guidance on how to discuss provoking quote.

and frame them in your life.

THANK YOU

Dear Friends,

To say the very least it has been a whirlwind of activity in the Pahl household over the past few months!
How blessed and grateful we are that the Lord has been with us as we continue down the road to recovery.
We'd be remiss if we failed to share a HUGE thank you to the many people here at St. Paul’s who assisted
us as we awaited the arrival of the medical personnel! Also a word of thanks to Pastor Plagenz for his bian-
nual visits to see me at the Aspirus Hospital in Wausau, as well as the many prayers, calls, cards, text mes-
sages, lawn mowing (thanks Ross and Rachel), and visits to our home from so many of our friends. We
would ask that you continue to keep us in your prayers just as we do for you! (“I thank my God every time I
remember you. Every time I pray for all of you, I always pray with joy!” Philippians 1:3-4)

Thank you,

Randy Pahl
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A JOYFUL DECLARATION OF FELLOWSHIP

By Wausau Circuit Pastor Andrew Ewald

Zion Lutheran, Wausau, has entered into fellowship with the Evangelical Lu-
theran Synod (ELS), a synod with which WELS stands in fellowship. This took
place at the recent ELS Convention, June 21-26, 2026.

The history. Zion Lutheran is the oldest Lutheran congregation in Wausau
(1874). It began as a Missouri Synod congregation and later joined the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church of America (ELCA). Unfortunately, the ELCA denies the ac-
curacy and truthfulness of the Bible. This approach sadly results in promoting
and defending teachings contrary to the plain words of the Bible. Pastor Steven Gjerde (serving at Zion since
2003) and Pastor Christopher Johnson (since 2018) have been leading the congregation back to accept all of
the Bible as God’s inspired, accurate, and truthful Word and to publicly declare this to be the case.

What is ‘fellowship’? God, in the Bible, wants Christians to reach agreement on Bible teachings (1 Corinthi-
ans 1:10) and to not join with those who teach error (Romans 16:17). Participating in worship and church work
with churches that teach error shows toleration and endorsement of error (2 John 10,11). It does not honor God
when Christians allow his Word to be twisted and falsehoods taught. It does not help the spiritual life of other
Christians if we say nothing about false teaching that harms souls.

So, what now? When two churches confess agreement in everything the Bible teaches, they declare public
fellowship. This is ‘public’ because it tells those inside the building and those outside the building that these
churches share the same beliefs. When Zion declared fellowship with the ELS, they also declared fellowship
with WELS. The happy result is that members of Zion and members of a ELS/WELS congregation may worship
together with confident hearts and clear consciences, celebrate Holy Communion together, and share in
church work.

We thank the Lord of the Church for producing these wonderful fruits through his Word-- fruits that will be
a blessing to us and to many others!

a MORE MEMBERS NOW (/a\ THANK YOU FOR
G; ELIGIBLE FOR THRIVENT é\i‘a KEEPING MINISTRY
~  CHOICE DOLLARS ML N O ING

Attention Thrivent Members: Thrivent has re- Keep Ministry Moving: A huge THANK YOU to
cently enhanced their Thrivent Choice program. all who helped to exceed our goal of $100,000 by
One major change is now ALL Thrivent members the June 30th deadline in our Keep Ministry Mov-
can receive Thrivent Choice Dollars to direct to a ing campaign. Our final tally was $103,335. To God
charity of your choice. St. Paul’s is a registered be the glory! No matter the size or the frequency
recipient of those dollars. All gifts are deposited of your gifts, they are all important in helping us to
through electronic funds transfer. All gifts re- reach this goal. On behalf on the financial team, a
ceived through this effort would be used to sup- heartfelt thank you for helping to Keep Ministry
port our ongoing ministry work. Thank you. Moving. May the efforts to support our ministry

plan continue well into our new financial year!
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New Members
Jared, Kelsey, Wylder,
& Alita Barnard

Baptisms
Alita Rose Barnard
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SPECIAL GIFTS &
MEMORIALS

through July 21

Tuition Assistance

¢ In memory of John Batzer
given by Edna Haferman

School Donation
¢ Inmemory of her brother,

John Batzer, given by Linda
& Keith Van Den Elzen

Current

o Memorial for John Pilgrim,
Judy Anderson’s brother,
given by Rob & Sue Lipke, &
Christine Herrmann

Endowment Fund

¢ Memorial for John Pilgrim,
Judy Anderson’s brother,
given by Michael & Judy
Anderson
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CATECHISM CORNER

How is God’s will done for us as we experience
the spiritual struggles of life on earth?

1 John 3:8 - The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy
the works of the devil.

John 16:33 - I have said these things to you, that in me you may
have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart;
I have over come the world.

Romans 6:6 - We know that our old self was crucified with him in
order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we
would no longer be enslaved to sin.

God’s will is done when he defeats the evil plans of the devil, the
world, and our sinful flesh.

Luther’'s Catechism © 2017 Northwestern Publishing House.
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®, EHV®, © 2019 Wartburg Project, Inc.

JUNE & FISCAL YEAR END 2026 COMMENTS

Giving minus Cost of Ministry
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e Crucial Weekly Envelope Giving for June was $69,594, and for the year totaled $678,840.
e "Keep Ministry Moving" raised $51,000 for June, and did reach the $100,000 appeal target.

Weekly Envelope Giving

‘50000

target
75000 /
60000
45000
30000

15000

0

F RSP BLEFHF O F LR
<+ R &

Mortgage
Balance:
$456,776.06

e The cost to carry out the Ministry Plan for June was $97,360.

e Overall, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2026 financial giving exceeded cost resulting in an operating

surplus of $18,592.
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church
311 14th Ave S
Wisconsin Rapids, W1 54495-2402

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Phone: 715-421-3634
E-mail: churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
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COMING UP AT ST. PAUL’S

Aug. 2 Summer Congregational Meeting
Aug. 5 Compline Service

Aug. 11-14 Clothing Giveaway

Sundays Bible Study at 7:45AM

Pastor Peter Plagenz - 920-689-3036 - pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Jeremiah Wallander- 920-268-9525 - pastorwallander@stpaulswr.org



