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This devotion was given at the school Graduation and Awards Ceremony on
July 20. It reminded everyone, especially the graduates, the importance of
focusing on the things that matter eternally—a message we all need to hear
now more than ever during our time in this turbulent world. - Pastor Plagenz

Since then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts
on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.
Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.
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—Colossians 3: 1-2
What a year! Back in August last year who thought that you wouldn’t
come to school, come into this building, during the whole fourth quarter?
Show of hands? Yeah. Crazy year. But here we are closing this chapter and
opening another one—looking ahead to another school year. And, boy, do
we have a lot of questions now. “What will school look like next month?
Will there be a time when we have to go back to virtual school again?”
And these are all on top of the normal questions running through your
minds. “What will my new teacher be like? How much homework will I
have?” Maybe you’re like me and you’re wondering, “I wonder if there
will be any new hot lunch meals?” But not all of us are coming back to St.
Paul’s. Graduates, I’m sure there are a lot of questions in your minds! What
will my new school be like? Will I be able to find my way around? Will it
be easy to make friends? We have a lot of questions. There are a lot of
things on our minds.
Which is why what Paul says in Colossians is so important for us. Our
theme for the past year was Alive in Christ! based on most of Colossians 3.
I’ll read the first 2 verses. “Since then, you have been raised with Christ,
set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of
God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.”
Continued on pg 2

Worship
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30AM
Monday at 11:00AM
www.stpaulswr.org
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SCHOOL UPDATE

Alive in Christ
continued from pg 1

by Principal John Melso

Paul is writing this letter to New Testament believers who were being told to follow Old Testament laws
and customs. He says don’t focus on those earthly
things. Ultimately, those things won’t matter. Instead,
focus on heavenly things, the things that will last forever.

I do not have any new information to provide regarding the reopening of school. We are still planning
to have students return to school full time and continue
to provide childcare. However, the final changes and
procedures have not been determined at this time. Ongoing meetings and information gathering is still in progress. If you have been following news and media reports regarding safe practices, you know how difficult it
is to separate fact from fiction and to determine best
practices. It seems quite certain that not all will agree
with the decisions that are made. Christ’s love compels
us to be respectful and compassionate toward others
who have viewpoints and feelings different than our
own. Please keep your school leaders in your prayers
as we try to make the decisions that are best for everyone we serve.

We need to hear that. How easily our minds are
filled with thoughts or questions about things that so
quickly will be over and gone. Before you know it, all
of you will be graduates and on to other things in life,
and the questions that filled your minds won’t matter
anymore. We need to set our minds on things above,
not on earthly things. Now, I’m not saying it’s bad to
ever think about those things. It’s not. Just don’t let
those things consume your mind. Don’t let them be all
you think about. Because if you do, you’ll be forgetting
about another world.

8th Grade Graduates

Any Minecrafters out there? Anyone play Minecraft? If you do, you likely know there are three dimensions: the Overworld, the Nether, and the End. True
confessions, I had to look some of this up. You could be
going along surviving in the Overworld minding your
own business and be oblivious of the other worlds. But
those worlds have so much that could be explored, so
many achievements and advancements that you could
have. If you only focused on the one world, you would
be missing so much!

Congratulations to our 8th grade graduates who receive their diplomas on July
20. We wish them God’s richest blessing
on their futures. Congratulations go out
to Cameo Christensen, Mikayla Christenson, Riley Fairbanks, Dakota Jensen, Mitchell Kracht,
Alexa Nowak, Rose Paul, Koen Roach, Emma Schroeder,
Aubrey Tristan, and Henry Woltman. †

Did you notice how Paul began this encouragement? “Since then, you have been raised with
Christ…” When Paul tells these believers and us not to
think about earthly things, he points us to another
world, to the one person who is above—Christ, our
substitute who died and rose from the dead. And now,
as baptized believers in Christ, we know we are with
him, we are part of his kingdom, we know we will rise
from the dead and will reign eternally with him in a
new world. That’s what we focus on, what we fill our
minds with, what we are consumed with—Christ.

EASTER 2.0
Easter wasn’t quite the same this year.
Maybe you celebrated alone at home
or with just a few people.
Come celebrate Jesus resurrection
in God’s house
with your church family.

Sunday, August 9

So when all those questions start swirling around in
your mind, especially, you, graduates, with all these
changes coming, never forget what really matters,
what matters eternally. Set your minds on things
above. Set your mind on the risen Christ! †

Favorite Easter Hymns & Special Music
Christ Is Still Risen!
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WHO YOU GONNA CALL?
ONE OF THE PASTORAL STAFF!
By Pastor Proeber
Second, “Who you gonna call?” could depend on
the ministry about which you are looking for information. In previous communications, we have spelled
out some of the different duties each of us will spearhead. Some of the highlights include:

Okay, I know that’s not how Ray Parker Jr.’s song
“Ghostbusters” goes, but it almost fits, right?
Perhaps you’ve had that question cross your mind,
though. For a while, it was easy to know which pastor
to contact because, well, there was only one! However,
with the added blessings of Mr. Pahl and Pastor
Plagenz to the pastoral staff, there are now potentially
different answers to the question, “Who you gonna
call?”
First, your answer could depend on what day of the
week it is. The staff is working with each other to ensure that one of us is always in the office during the
office business hours. That includes taking separate
days off: Pastor Proeber tends to take his on Friday;
Pastor Plagenz on Wednesday; Mr. Pahl on whatever
day is the best golfing weather  but usually Monday
or Tuesday. If you have a question, an immediate
need, or a desire to seek pastoral counseling, please
keep these days off in mind. Especially if you’re looking for an immediate response via email, it might be
best to include all the pastoral staff members on your
email.



Pastor Proeber is the primary minister for worship,
Bible studies, and long-range ministry planning.



Pastor Plagenz is the primary minister for the
school, outreach, and fellowship events.



Mr. Pahl is the primary minister for SPYs, visitation
(once those are allowed again), and currently
serves as the interim head of the Board of Elders.

Certainly, if you have an emergency or a prayer
request, we want you to know that you can call any one
of us at any time. Don’t let this information get in the
way of us being able to serve you to our fullest potential. If you’re not sure who to call or when to call—just
call someone! We will make sure that your needs are
met. We know you want to respect the time we set
aside to be with our families, but we also want to respect you as our flock, along with our place in your
lives as servant-leaders. †

NEW OFFICE EXTENSION NUMBERS
With all of the pandemic chaos, one bit of news you may have overlooked is that St. Paul’s has a new phone system. A big thank you to our
technology and maintenance volunteers, who spent many nights and
weekends pulling wires and installing equipment.
With the new system, we also have new extension numbers. If you
call outside of regular office hours or when the secretaries are unavailable, you can enter an extension number to be connect to someone’s
phone. Below is a list of those extension numbers.

Church Secretary
School Secretary
Pastor Plagenz
Pastor Proeber
Mr. Pahl, Staff Minister
Mrs. Melso, Childcare Director
Mr. Melso, Principal

1000
1001
1122
1121
1120
1119
1118

Kitchen
Inventors Room (2-3 yrs)
Explorers Room (1-2 yrs)
Discoverers Room (0-1yr)
West Wing Childcare Room
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1100
1101
1102
1103
1115

Who You

Gonna

Call?

Miss Haugly (Kindergarten)
Mrs. Obsuszt (Gr. 1-2)
Mrs. Melso (4K)
Mrs. Jensen (3K)
Mr. Quint (Gr. 5-6)
Miss Avery (Gr. 3-4)
Mrs. Fiecko (Gr. 7-8)

1104
1105
1106
1107
1108
1109
1110
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CELEBRATING RANDY PAHL’S
40TH ANNIVERSARY IN THE MINISTRY
by Jan Peronto
On August 23rd, we will be celebrating Randy Pahl’s 40th Anniversary in the ministry in both church services and with a fellowship meal following the second service.
We will serve the meal in the same fashion as Pastor Plagenz’s ordination meal, carefully following CDC guidelines for safety and requiring guests to respond that they
are attending so we can assign seating.
At the luncheon, we will have a program highlighting Randy’s 40 years of service to
the Lord. If you would like to speak or submit a video on Randy’s behalf, please either
call Jan Peronto at 715-340-2809 or contact the church office. Also look for further information (such as sign-ups to attend or to help) via email or on Facebook regarding this
event. Please consider joining us for both the service and the meal on August 23rd. †

UPDATE FROM LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
By Garth Perry, Congregational President
Typically the voters meet quarterly. Due to COVID-19 a voters’ meeting was not
scheduled in April. The fourth quarter voters meeting is normally scheduled in July. A
voters’ meeting was held on June 22nd. At that time, the budget was approved, and the
treasurer presented a fiscal report. Since we are in a new fiscal year and we are still in
the midst of a pandemic, we will not schedule another meeting for July.
In the fourth quarter meeting, the Council normally presents a ministry plan. In lieu
of printing a ministry plan, all Leadership Council boards will write a summary for the
next newsletter. In the meantime, if you have any questions for a particular board,
please use the contact information listed below.

Officers
President - Garth Perry
Vice President - Tom Peronto
Secretary - Chris Jardine
Treasurer - Kevin Meister
Financial Secretary - Mike Anderson

715-423-6023
715-421-3365
715-325-2396
715-451-1004
715-321-3541

garth.perry77@gmail.com
faithful@wctc.net
cjardine@wctc.net
meisters.kclm@gmail.com
5JAnderson@charter.net

Vacant
715-421-4202
715-572-3698
715-424-1151
715-323-4566
715-424-4996
715-569-3812

knks@wctc.net
patmdeboer@gmail.com
cranhorse@gmail.com
facjac@charter.net
lwes@wctc.net
averjinsky@tds.net †

CONFIRMATION
SUNDAY
AUGUST 9
10:30AM
Our Teen Confirmands
Mikayla Christenson
Carson Derringer
Riley Fairbanks
Dakota Jensen
Mitchell Kracht
Jadyn Kretschmer
Miah Kretschmer
Alexa Nowak
Makenzie Nowak
Ashlyn Overturf
Rose Paul
Learia Poteat
Koen Roach
Emma Schroeder
Aubrey Tristan
Peyton Williams

Board Chairmen
Elders Family Ministry – Kent Schroeder
Fellowship - Randy DeBoer
Lutheran Education - Andy Reitz
Mission Outreach - Fred Camacho
Properties – Larry Wesenberg
Worship - Alan Verjinsky
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A PRIVILEGE AND A BLESSING!
by Staff Minister Randy Pahl
It has truly been amazing for me
to observe, from a different section
of the building at St. Paul’s, what has
occurred over the past year!
Back in June of 2019, the first of
what would be (and will be) many
“deep cleanings” took place. As I
began the laborious duty of emptying my classroom, a few gems were
found that dated back to the beginning of my teaching career – and
not only from here at St. Paul’s, but
all the way back to my early days at
First German Lutheran School in
Manitowoc, WI. I guess the thought,
“You never know, I just might need
this someday,” must have been in
my mind more often than not! Numerous trips were made from the
classroom to what would be my new
office to other classrooms in the
school to either move items or see if
one of the other teachers could use
some of these essential materials.
(Sometimes they were simply left in
their rooms hoping they wouldn’t
notice - haha!)

In the early days of July, Pastor
Proeber and I would often meet together to make plans for what was
just around the corner – fall and the
upcoming school year. Trying to
assist him with a few of his duties or
to supply our school staff with any
possible aid was my main goal.
Where I could help to free up his
time or work with him, whether that
be in the church or the school, was
our main focus. Once those plans
were established we began to work
through them; making adjustments
where needed as we moved forward through the months which followed.
To say it was “interesting” just
might be the understatement of the
year! With a number of challenges
under our collective belt, the middle of March saw COVID-19 rear its
ugly head to the point of closing inperson schooling! (In our previous
newsletter, I laid out the wonderful
efforts of the teachers and leadership as they too worked through the
crisis.)

Then, just one week later, we
were blessed to assist Pastor
Plagenz and his family as they
moved into parsonage 2 and welcomed them to St. Paul’s and Wisconsin Rapids. And speaking of
welcome, by the end of April and
early May both of our pastor’s families increased by one with the
blessings of Aiden Proeber and
Phoebe Plagenz.
Finally, the 22nd of June, the
end-of-the-year voters’ meeting
took place. In that meeting the voting members of St. Paul’s chose to
extend another one year Call to me
to continue serving our congregation (and community) as their Staff
Minister. Thank you Lord for this
amazing Christian family and this
wonderful privilege and blessing to
continue in my service you! It is my
prayer that we are able to join forces to spread the message of salvation “of God our Savior, who wants
all people to be saved and to come
to the knowledge of the truth.” (I
Timothy 2:3-4) To this end help us,
dear Father in Heaven! †

Second Annual Clothing Giveaway
DONATION DAYS
Tuesday, August 4
Wednesday, August 5
10AM – 6PM
Clothing only!
Donation slips available.

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED!
Find the sign up on
our website or in
the Welcome
Center.
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SHOPPING DAYS
Thursday, August 6 ~ 4-6PM
Friday, August 7 ~ 10AM-6PM
Saturday, August 8
8AM – 12PM
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SAVE IT FOR THE REAL THING
Daughters of Jerusalem, I charge you by the gazelles and by the does of the
field: Do not arouse or awaken love until it so desires. Listen! My beloved!
Look! Here he comes, leaping across the mountains, bounding over the hills.
My beloved is like a gazelle or a young stag. Look! There he stands behind our
wall, gazing through the windows, peering through the lattice. My beloved
spoke and said to me, “Arise, my darling, my beautiful one, come with me. Song of Songs 2:7-10
What in the world did I just read? All I see are natural landscapes, scurrying animals, and changing seasons?
The Bible book entitled Song of Songs is, in general, about two people who are deeply in love. They are yearning for each other and the opportunity to express themselves through the gift of sex.
The world exclaims, “Yes, let it fly!” Our minds may ask, “But isn’t that wrong?” Awkward parents and teachers
may wish, “Let’s not talk about it!”
Actually, we do need to talk. But how?
The world tells you that God is unnecessarily withholding something good from you and abuses God’s gift. Almost every form of entertainment minimizes the gift of sex: One-night flings, multiple partners before marriage, affairs, graphic pornographic exploitation, or just flat out inappropriate thoughts and touching that fly in the face of
this beautiful thing God has ordained for marriage.
Before you get duped into the thinking, “How far can we go before it counts as sex?” know this: God created us
to be different sexes to enjoy sex the way (and the best way!) intended—in marriage. Until then, God has called us
to purity: pure thoughts, words, and actions. It is not about “how far can we go” but “how best can I safeguard my
purity?
There is a chance that you may have
already slipped into viewing pornography or engaging in sexual activity. Do
not despair! Practice daily repentance.
Plead for daily renewal. Jesus has covered all sins, including the sexual ones.
Commit your way to Jesus, and he will
guard and keep you from falling. God
has not blocked you from this gift; he
wants you to share it only with the one
he has hand-picked for you to spend the
rest of your life with, to save it for the
real thing!
Prayer: Dear God, thank you for making
me and all people special. Help me to
treasure your gift of sex and prepare me
to enjoy it only with my spouse, so that it
can be a special gift we give only to
each other. Drive sinful thoughts from
me, and give me a pure heart that loves
what you have decided is best for me. In
Jesus’ blood you have made me free.
Amen.

SPY’S: A LOOK AHEAD

Like just about everything else, our St. Paul’s Youth group has taken a hiatus over the past several months. As we anticipate the reopening of our schools in the fall we are also taking “a look ahead” at regathering with our high school age students. Would you be surprised
to know that we have identified over 40 young people within our congregation that fall into this category? What a fantastic opportunity lies
before us! Are you one of those youth? Do you have someone in your
family or that you know whom you could encourage to join with us?
Pastor Proeber and I have been keeping you in our thoughts and
prayers and would like to set a tentative “save the date” for the middle
of September to regather in some way, shape or form. With the ever
changing situation presented by COVID-19, we wish to wait until that
time draws a bit closer and for you to settle back into your somewhat
“normal” school routine. With that said, we’d like you to share with us
your thoughts and ideas as to how we could get as many of the 40+ of
our youth involved in our program this year. Also, if you, as an adult
have a heart for working with young people, we would welcome any
and all participation from you as well. Whether it be simply one activity or multiple events, your service would truly be appreciated!
Thanks, once again, for your prayers, thoughts, participation and
service to our youth and our awesome God! †
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SPECIAL GIFTS
AND MEMORIALS

Did you know that part of our mission
offering to the synod helps fund things
like clean drinking water, smokeless
stoves, mosquito netting, and food
distribution in some of the poorest
regions of the world. Learn more at
wels.net/serving-others

Through July 19, 2020
Current Expenses


In memory of Gilbert Pecher given by Charlotte
Carlson, Jim & Inge Johnson, Stephanie Bathke,
Barb Manz, David & Kari Kellen, and Mike & Judy
Anderson

CATECHISM CORNER

Cheerful Givers


What is your most valuable possession?

In memory of Gilbert Pecher given by Kathy Jackson, Carol Newsom, and Marvin & Dorothy Raasch

God answers that question for us: “A
good name is to be chosen rather that
great riches, and favor is better than
silver or gold” (Proverbs 22:1). What
makes a good name worth so much? The reputation we
have affects almost everything we do with other people.

School


In memory of Gilbert Pecher given by Betty &
Vernon Meyer

Pastor Teacher Assistance Fund


In memory of Gilbert Pecher given by Tom & Barb
Reitz

God doesn’t want us to lose our good name, and God
doesn’t want us to hurt the good name of others. The
Eight Commandment protects reputations—our own
and those of others.

St. Paul’s Student Assistance Fund


In memory of Gilbert Pecher given by Edna & Faith
Haferman

When God forbids false testimony, he reminds us that
anything that hurts a person’s good name is sin.
Leviticus 19:16 You shall not go around spreading
slander among your people. You shall not testify falsely
against your neighbor in a capital case. I am the Lord.
1 Timothy 5:13 At the same time, they also learn to be
lazy as they go about from house to house. They not
only learn to be lazy, but also to be gossips and busybodies, saying things that they should not say.

ST. PAUL’S IS SERVING
AT THE FOOD PANTRY
August 10-14

Proverbs 25:9 Argue your case with your neighbor,
but do not reveal someone else’s secret.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

Proverbs 6:16-19 These are six things the Lord hates,
seven things that really disgust him: arrogant eyes, a
lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart
that devises wicked plans, feet that run quickly to do
evil, a false witness who breathes lies, and a person who
spreads conflict between brothers.

Volunteer:
Contact Judy Anderson
715-423-5922
Donate:
Non-perishable foods accepted
at church or SWEPS

- Luther’s Catechism, © 2017 NPH
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Upcoming Events
Aug 2 ~ Confirmation Sunday
Aug 4-5 ~ Clothing Drive
Aug 6-8 ~ Clothing Giveaway
Aug 9 ~ Easter 2.0
Aug 10-14 ~ Serving at the Food Pantry
Aug. 16 ~ New Member Welcome & Baptism Affirmations
Aug. 23 ~ Mr. Pahl’s 40th Anniversary

Pastor Lucas Proeber · 989-780-3184 · pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz · 920-689-3036· pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org
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