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Aiming for Excellence
By Pastor Lucas Proeber
Perfection. It’s a scary word. God demands it; we can’t produce it. People
think they have it on their own; they couldn’t be more wrong. So, a common thought has been to stay away from high standards because all they
do is make us into perfectionists. That leads to low self-esteem and hurt
feelings because we hardly ever hit those high goals, so let’s just lower the
standards and everything will be good, right? Let’s just make sure we accomplish “good enough” and let other people worry about excellent and
praiseworthy things.
Well, not exactly. I assume it’s not news to you that God has made us perfect in his sight through Jesus’ perfect life and innocent death. That doesn’t
mean everything we do shines and glitters. We still have sin in our lives
(even though those sins have been paid for through Jesus’ sacrifice), which
means we are still at odds with God by the way we live and respond to his
love and grace. So, what’s the point of even trying to give back to God
when we can’t ever match what God has given us? What’s the point of aiming for “excellent” or “praiseworthy” in what we do?
Perhaps an illustration will help get my thought
across. Think about an owner of a restaurant.
Why does she want her employees to be kind
and considerate of the needs of others? Because, in a way, her employees are a reflection of her own demeanor to the customer. So,
if the server is rude, the customer is likely to
think poorly of the owner. If the staff treats the
customer in an excellent way from the time the restaurant is in sight, the
customer is far more likely to have a pleasant experience and, more
importantly, return for another meal.
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Aiming for Excellence continued from pg 1
Whatever
YOU DO,
DO IT ALL
FOR THE GLORY

of

God
- 1 Cor. 10:31

But there are a lot of other factors that can determine the final appeal of a restaurant. If it
has an entrance that isn’t clearly marked, that builds frustration for the customer, making the meal perhaps less enjoyable. Or maybe the bathrooms didn’t have an infant
changing table, forcing a young couple to trudge back out to the car in order to change
their child’s diaper. Perhaps the music is too loud or the chairs are too small or the
lights are too bright or the menus are difficult to understand. None of these things have
to do with the food itself (the real reason why people go to restaurants) but, if they
aren’t excellent, they can impact how the food is received.
That’s similar to a church. We want to give people the gospel—the truth that Jesus died
to pay for their sins—there’s nothing better for us to give! But there are a lot of things
that can affect someone’s church experience that get in the way of the gospel. Maybe
our signs aren’t clear. Perhaps someone gave a first-time worshipper a blank stare rather than a warm smile. Maybe the music was too fast or too slow or too hard to follow.
Maybe the service folder wasn’t helpful for a first-timer. Maybe the microphone was too
soft or too quiet. Maybe the outside of the building is in need of some attention. Maybe
the appearance of the pastor was distracting. None of those things are the gospel (the
real reason why people go to church) but, if they aren’t presented in an excellent way,
don’t they impact how the gospel is received?
And that’s just in a public worship setting! What about your home life? Or your work
life? Or the position you serve in on a church board? Do they reflect a standard of excellence which praises God in all things? Or do they say something more like, “I’ll just
make it good enough”?
I don’t want you to think I’m a perfectionist. I’m not. I know there will be plenty of times
when we mess up and fall short of our goals. Thank God for grace. Even so, if we strive
for anything less than excellent, that’s what we will end up with—a less-than-excellent
“product” for others and for God. So, let’s run to the throne of grace for forgiveness. At
that throne, we will also find the motivation and power to not only think about excellent
and praiseworthy things (Phil. 4:8), we’ll be able to actually do some excellent and
praiseworthy things. All by the grace of God. Will you strive for excellence with me?

First Annual Clothing Giveaway
DONATION DAYS
Tuesday, August 6
Wednesday, August 7
10AM – 6PM
Clothing only!
Donation slips available.

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED!
Find the sign up on
our website or in
the Welcome
Center.
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SHOPPING DAYS
Friday, August 9 ~ 4-6PM
Saturday, August 10
8AM – 12PM
Cost: FREE
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School News
School Calendar Changes
The Board of Education made a few changes to the 2019-2020 School
Calendar. Revised copies of the calendar are in the track rack across
from the church mailboxes. Here are the changes:

First Day of School August
26

1) First day of school is now Monday, August 26.
2) School is now scheduled on August 30.
3) Last day of school is now May 29. Graduation is now May 28.
4) Teacher's Conference dates have been changed from February 13-14 to a week later on February 20-21.
5) The Opening Service will be on Sunday, August 25 at 4PM.
6) A Parent Orientation Meeting is scheduled for August 15 at 6:30pm. Information will be shared concerning
the upcoming school year. All parents are asked to attend. The orientation will take 30-45 minutes followed
by some fellowship time to get to know the new families to our school.
7) The Board of Education approved the faculty's request to move St. Paul's Got Talent to Friday, May 1. The
venue will also change. Next year school plays or musicals will be performed for St. Paul's Got Talent. The
following year we will return to the traditional format. By performing plays or musicals every other year, it
will provide students with an opportunity to experience another form of performing arts.
The new calendar has fewer parent drive days for students that get bussed.

Opening Service
The Opening Service for this school year is Sunday, August 25 at 4PM. Congregational members are welcome to
join us for the service. The theme for the 2019-2020 school year is Alive With Christ.

Weekender Camp ~ Sept 7 & 8
The Lutheran Pioneers are holding their annual Weekender Camp at
Camp Alexander on Sept. 7-8. Children in grades K-8 are invited.
Parents are also welcome to attend. Some of the activities planned for
the camp include canoeing, games, nature activities, archery, bible
activities, and campfires. Everyone can sleep in cabins, but you are
welcome to bring a tent.
For more information, visit our website, www.stpaulswr.org/pioneers,
or contact Kent Schroeder at knks@wctc.net or 715-421-4202. Register
by August 12 to receive a discount.
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“10 for 10” Coming To St. Paul’s This September
“All the church ever talks about is money!”
You’ve heard statements like that before. You may have even said something like that before. But, we would like to
take that to task. Why? First, it’s simply not true. We want souls to be in heaven. The fact remains that it helps to
have a paid staff and a building with working utilities to help us accomplish the goal of telling others about Jesus.
Second, the statement is misleading: God wants a lot more than our money! He wants us to love him with all our
heart, soul, mind, and strength. If we could love God in that way, money would be a non-issue.
In three of the last four years, our income has fallen short of our expenses resulting in what amounts to an accumulating deficit over the years. However, we have many reasons to rejoice! We have many of our called worker positions filled; we are meeting more and more new people through various ministries; through the work of the Holy
Spirit, our giving has started to show an encouraging trend. There is definitely room for a hearty “thank you,” especially given the place in which we found ourselves at the end of 2018. Still, perhaps we can think of this emphasis as
a way to avoid what has happened in the past and a way to make these recent trends not just a blip on the radar, but
the new normal here at St. Paul’s.
In September, we will focus on what the Bible has to say about how we handle God’s money. We will also challenge
our whole church family to give a tithe (10%) OR to increase the proportion of what they are giving for their weekly
offerings for a period of ten weeks. Why? Generous giving is one of the ways that faith-filled hearts respond to the
riches of Christ. Giving is an act of worship. That’s the only reason we pass offering plates during church services.

Faith relishes
a challenge.
The Spirit is up
to the task!

The practice of tithing is at least as old as Abraham (Genesis 14:20). In Old Testament
Israel, tithing was commanded by law. In the New Testament Church, tithing—along
with all other methods of giving—is inspired by the gospel of Christ. Many Christians
tithe freely as an exercise of their faith. Does God not have the ability to keep us safe,
warm and well-fed without 10% of our income? To share an even greater proportion of
our income? Faith relishes the challenge. The Spirit is up to the task!

Finally, tithing serves Christians as a guide for proportionate giving. The Apostle Paul said, “…each one of you
should set aside a sum of money in keeping with your income” (1 Cor. 16:2). As Christians, tithing is a practice to
be engaged in freely rather than a requirement to be met legally. Some of us are already in the spiritual habit of
tithing. Inspired by God’s grace, we may seek to give more, more often, more creatively. For others, tithing will be
a significant test of faith. For still others, because of life-issues known to God, the tithe might currently be unreachable. If that is your situation, would you consider an extra percent, or two, or three? No matter where we find ourselves on the “giving spectrum,” this is true: Our trust in God’s goodness is well-placed! “Now to Him Who is able
to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be
glory in all the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen” (Eph. 3:20-21).
In the coming months, you will receive several mailings, devotions, and a commitment packet as part of our 10 for
10 Stewardship Emphasis. Receive them in the spirit they are offered: As an opportunity to grow in faith and in your
life of worshipful giving. Study them. Think about them. Pray through them. They will help keep our stewardship
emphasis centered in Christ and the cross as we seek to avoid financial quickfixes and gimmicks!
May the Lord of the Church richly bless our family here at St. Paul’s as we
seek to worship him with our gifts and offerings!
In Christ,
Your Stewardship Committee
Mike Anderson, Kent Schroeder & Pastor Proeber
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The Blessing Tree Branches
The Blessing Tree is gone (did you notice…?) but the blessings aren’t!
What started as a bare branch tree a few short weeks ago leafed out
over three consecutive Sundays to display a total of 129 different blessings. Thank you to all those individuals who took the time to help make
the tree bloom!
Not surprisingly, 72 of the leaves expressed thanks for people…with
family at the top (35), Christian friends, a specific individual (21), Pastor Proeber (5), and our called workers and church staff.
The next category of blessings was all faith related (30)…forgiveness
of sins, eternal life, God’s word, saving grace. A distant third with 17
leaves were specific things…from health insurance, the weather,
springtime, a car that runs, and even everything! The last group was a
miscellaneous assortment of 10 items from worship technology, 50
years of marriage, restful sleep, and even difficult times.
So while the tree itself is gone, we still have those blessings and more,
with new ones coming with each new day. Remember to pause each
day to reflect on the blessings you have been given and then to thank
the one from whom those blessings came.

Special Gifts
and Memorials
Through July 21, 2019
Missions
 In memory of a cousin, Norma
Pfeiffer, given by Bill & Elaine
Wittrock
St. Paul’s Student Assistance Fund
 In memory of a cousin, Norma
Pfeiffer, given by Edna & Faith
Haferman
Cheerful Givers
 In memory of Larry Nelson
given by Kathy Jackson

With the Lord
Arnold Payne

Thank Yous From The Food Pantry
Thank you for the volunteers from your church that helped at SWEPS
during the days of 6/17 through 6/21. During those 4 days, (pantry was
closed Wednesday for the mobile pantry) 109 households were served
for a total of 253 individuals including 8 new clients in South Wood
County. We are so thankful for those who care about the well-being of
our neighbors in this area. Our needs are ongoing, so food and monetary donations are continuously and graciously appreciated. We also
appreciate receiving paper and plastic bags as well as children’s
books. Thanks again, for your help at SWEPS and supporting those in
need in our area.
The South Wood Emerging Pantry Shelf (SWEPS) gratefully acknowledges and thanks you for your recent food donation (2 large bags and I
box of food). We appreciate your gift and your concern for the hungry
members of our community. The pantry has been blessed by the generosity of so many in the community. SWEP serves over 1.350 people each
month in over 535 households. Your donations help make this possible!
Thank you again for your support of the Pantry!!
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TWO PART-TIME CHILDCARE
POSITIONS AVAILABLE
starting Aug./Sept.
Flexible scheduling.
Contact Director Carole Melso
715-421-3634 ext. 15
littlelambs@stpaulswr.org.
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Upcoming Events
Voters Meeting
Aug. 5 at 7:30PM

CLOTHING GIVEAWAY
Aug. 9 ~ 4-6PM
Aug. 10 ~ 8AM-NOON

School Parent Orientation
Aug. 15 at 6:30PM
Opening School Service
Aug. 25 at 4PM

Pastor Lucas Proeber · 989-780-3184 · pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
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