The Augsburg Confession
• Lesson Four•
Articles 11, 12, and 25: Confession, Absolution, and Repentance
1. Dr. Eck in his 404 Propositions accused Lutherans of doing away with private confession
and absolution. Read Article 11 and Article 25, paragraphs 7 to 13. What did the
Lutherans do away with?

2. Using the Scripture passages Psalm 19:12 and Jeremiah 17:9, tell why the Lutherans did
away with this practice.

3. Explain: The problem is not so much sins but sin itself.

4. Catholic teaching is that “penance” consists of three parts: contrition, confession, and
satisfaction. Satisfactions are what the priest commands the repentant person to do. Such
satisfactions might include fasts, prayers, forms of self-denial, etc. From Article 25,
paragraphs 4 and 5, and from what we have already learned, what is wrong with
demanding satisfactions to contrition and repentance?

5. Read Article 12, paragraphs 2 to 5. What are the two parts of repentance?

6. Read Article 12, paragraph 6.
a. What is the blessing of this godly repentance?

b. What flows from repentance, this faith in Christ and the forgiveness we have in
him?
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7. Read Article 25, paragraphs 2-4. Why is absolution to be so highly prized, and why is it
such a privilege for us to use absolution?

8. Explain: God does not forgive the sins of those who do not repent of them.

9. Explain: God does not forgive the repentant because of their repentance.

10. Agree or Disagree? We get more out of private confession and absolution than public
confession and absolution.

11. Read Article 12, paragraphs 7 and 8.
a. Cite a biblical example of a believer who lost the Holy Spirit and his faith.

b. Read 1 John 1:8. Can people ever reach a state of perfection in this life?

12. Read Article 12, paragraph 9. Read 1 Corinthians 5:1-5 and 2 Corinthians 2:6-8. What
should we do when an errorist repents?

13. Compare King Saul with King David and Peter with Judas. Who was repentant and who
wasn’t, and why?
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