
Apologetics is narrowly defined as “defending the Christian faith by reason with gentleness and 
respect.”   The Apostle Peter writes:  

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so 
that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of 
their slander. 1 Peter 3:15-16

While we fully understand that you cannot reason someone into faith, we are not left without testimony 
(Acts 14:17). “These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31).
Christianity claims that Jesus rose from the dead, and if he didn’t, the whole thing falls apart  
(1 Corinthians 15). Christianity is a robust worldview that touches every part of life. 

The apologetic task is to use every bit of knowledge available as we engage skeptics with the goal of 
proclaiming Christ crucified. We become all things to all people (1 Corinthians 9:18-23). 
Think of apologetics as a ministry of caring. We care about skeptics and their thoughts. 

1. We cannot argue anybody into faith. That’s not how faith works generally, and it certainly is not 
how saving faith works. The Holy Spirit must work on dead hearts to make them alive in faith. The job 
of an “apologist”  is really the same as an “evangelist” – to love the skeptic and proclaim the gospel. 
2. There are no “homeruns” in apologetics. No rational argument is full proof. This is true of every 
argument no matter if it is engaging a secular or religious topic. The last thing we want to do is to leave 
the impression that we have it all figured out. Eventually we will be confronted with counterarguments. 
If we think we have all the answers, either:

a. we will be set up for failure and our faith (if based on rational arguments and not Scripture) 
will be attacked. OR, 
b. we become know-it-alls and will turn off the skeptic. 

Our goal here is to get ourselves to think clearly.  When we think clearly, we will speak clearly. All this is 
with the goal of love towards neighbor. 
Apologetics is a ministry of caring! Thank you for taking on this study.

WHAT IS APOLOGETICS?

WHAT IS THE GOAL OF APOLOGETICS?

WHAT ARE SOME CAUTIONS ABOUT APOLOGETICS?
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LET’S GET STARTED



Every video consists of three 10 minute video segments followed  
by three discussion times for a total of 45-60 minutes per study.
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SERIES OUTLINE

LESSON #1: Introductions to Apologetics 
1.	 The Four L’s and What is Apologetics? 
2.	 Faith and Reason
3.	 Limitations, Goals, and Advice 

LESSON #2: How would a philosopher look at the evidence?
1.	 Worldviews and why they are important
2.	 Cosmological Argument
3.	 Anthropological Argument 

LESSON #3: How would an historian look at the evidence?
1.	 The Resurrection Claim and Circular Logic
2.	 A Biographical Test
3.	 The Chain of Custody between Bible events and books

LESSON #4: How would a lawyer look at the evidence?
1.	 Applying the Internal Test
2.	 Applying the External Test 
3.	 The use of Prophecy 

LESSON #5: How would a scientist look at the evidence?
1.	 Understand the importance of Scientific Terms
2.	 An Argument from Design 
3.	 Are we Soul and Body? 

LESSON #6: How would an artist look at the evidence?
1.	 It’s about Beauty & Epicness  
2.	 The Problem of Evil
3.	 The Story of Job  



If for some reason you miss an in-person lesson and would like to complete it at home, you can find the
corresponding videos for each lesson below.

LESSON #1: Introductions to Apologetics
Apologetics | Defending the Faith – Lesson 1

https://vimeo.com/914900402

LESSON #2: How would a philosopher look at the evidence?
Apologetics | Defending the Faith – Lesson 2

https://vimeo.com/914901764

LESSON #3: How would an historian look at the evidence?
Apologetics | Defending the Faith – Lesson 3

https://vimeo.com/914902670

LESSON #4: How would a lawyer look at the evidence?
Apologetics | Defending the Faith – Lesson 4

https://vimeo.com/914903960

LESSON #5: How would a scientist look at the evidence?
Apologetics | Defending the Faith – Lesson 5

https://vimeo.com/914906401

LESSON #6: How would an artist look at the evidence?
Apologetics | Defending the Faith – Lesson 6

https://vimeo.com/920585575

https://vimeo.com/914900402
https://vimeo.com/914900402
https://vimeo.com/914901764
https://vimeo.com/914902670
https://vimeo.com/914902670
https://vimeo.com/914903960
https://vimeo.com/914903960
https://vimeo.com/914906401
https://vimeo.com/914906401
https://vimeo.com/920585575
https://vimeo.com/920585575


PART 1 OF VIDEO

Imagine you are talking to a skeptical friend about Jesus. How do you start a conversation about him?

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

What do we do with this character named Jesus:  Four options:  
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LESSON #1: INTRODUCTIONS TO APOLOGETICS

L__________________________

L__________________________

L__________________________

L__________________________

What is “apologetics”?  	 	           Apologia =  _____________________________ (1 Peter 3:15) 

What is the role of education in apologetics?

How is apologetics a “ministry of caring?”

Who is the target audience of apologetics?

What you will find: This lesson provides some definitions, an example of apologetics, a brief word about reason 
and faith and, finally, some reasons why we should practice apologetics and some “rules” for apologetics.

VIDEO BREAK: Discuss together what you learned about apologetics and the  
connection of the four L’s to it.

PART 2



VIDEO BREAK: Discuss the proper place of faith and reason in apologetics and the  
difference between ministerial and magisterial uses of reason.

VIDEO BREAK: 
1. Why should we practice apologetics?

2. What is the importance of the five rules of apologetics?

3. Why is apologetics not about winning an argument?

4. What do we mean that there are no “homeruns” in apologetics?

What is reason? What is faith? How do we reconcile them?  

o  What is the ministerial use of reason?

o  What is the magisterial use of reason?

1 Corinthians 1:10-12 – What’s the connection between our reason and God’s Spirit?

PART 3

What are four reasons why we practice apologetics?

What are the five rules of apologetics?

Rule #1     Always keep the __________________ in _________________.

Rule #2     Ask more _____________________ than _______________________.

Rule #3     Never give ________________________ they don’t have.

Rule #4     Always speak with _________________________ and _____________________.
Rule #5     You don’t need to prove ____________________ only _____________________ 			
	       and hopefully ______________________________. 

Reason 1. _______________________________  

Reason 2. _______________________________  

Reason 3. _______________________________  

Reason 4. _______________________________  
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CLOSING THOUGHTS



PART 1 OF VIDEO

Definition of philosophy:

What is a worldview?	

Types of worldviews:

The first worldview is ___________________________.   What does it believe?  

The second worldview is _________________________.  What does it believe?

The third worldview is ___________________________.   What does it believe?

The fourth worldview is __________________________.   What does it believe?

Five criteria to judge a worldview:

1.	 Is the worldview _________________?

2.	 Is the worldview _________________?

3.	 Is the worldview _________________ consistent?

4.	 Is the worldview __________________ consistent?

5.	What does the worldview __________?
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LESSON #2: HOW WOULD A PHILOSOPHER LOOK AT THE EVIDENCE?

What you will find: This lesson takes a look at how a philosopher might look at the claims of Christianity.  
It begins with a definition of worldviews and then offers arguments for the existence of God. It ends with a 
discussion about human rights.

VIDEO BREAK: What is a worldview? What is your worldview? How does it compare to 
other worldviews or align with the five criteria?



VIDEO BREAK: Think about causes and the cosmological argument. What do you like/
dislike about it? Discuss what you personally found to be of value. 

Definition of cosmology: _____________________________________________________________________

What are the four causes used to explain the existence of a thing?

						      Accompanying questions:
1.	 _____________________ cause	 What is it made of?

2.	 _____________________ cause	 What form does it take?	

3.	 _____________________ cause	 How did it get here?

4.	 _____________________ cause	 Why is it here?

What is the cosmological argument for the existence of God?

Can things just pop into existence?

If there is a creator, what would that creator look like?

PART 3

Definition of anthropology: _____________________________________________
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VIDEO BREAK: Discuss together as a group the moral arguments for the existence of God.

CLOSING THOUGHTS

PART 2

Where do people ground their morality?

What makes human beings different than plants and animals? 

What is the law above the law?

The moral argument for the existence of God:  If ____________ ___________ standards do not 
exist, then ______ does not exist. But ___________ _____________ absolute standards do exist, 
therefore __________ exists.



PART 1 OF VIDEO

What is the “resurrection claim?”  

•	1 Corinthians 15:17,19

What are the five minimal facts every credible historian agrees with about the resurrection claim?

1.  Jesus actually ______________________________.

2. Jesus was _______________________ by the Romans.

3. His body was buried in a __________________ tomb.

4. That tomb was found to be ____________________.

5. _____________________ claim to have seen Jesus alive.

What three groups had access to the body of Jesus?

Which of the three groups had a motive to fake a resurrection?

What is circular logic and how do Christians get out of this accusation when dealing with a skeptical friend?
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LESSON #3: HOW WOULD A HISTORIAN LOOK AT THE EVIDENCE?

What you will find: This lesson takes a look at how a historian might look at the claims of Christianity.  
It specifically deals with the “resurrection claim.”

VIDEO BREAK: Put on the hat of a historian. What would you do with the evidence 
provided by the resurrection claim?

The four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) record the claim of Jesus’ resurrection. What is 
the first test to see if they are reliable?

PART 2



VIDEO BREAK: Discuss the reliability of the New Testament and why the ancient 
autographs and manuscripts in the transmission process are important.  

PART 3

How do the New Testament texts fare when compared to other texts of the same era?  And why is 
that important?

Why were the Gospels not written immediately after Jesus’ ascension?

What is the “chain of custody” when it comes to the New Testament information?

What is a vetting process that occurred?
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VIDEO BREAK: Discuss how we can know with absolute certainty that the New Testament 
texts are authentic and accurate.

CLOSING THOUGHTS

How were ancient texts transmitted (copied)?

Definitions of:

•	Autograph:

•		Manuscript: 

How were both used to make copies of the Bible?

The ___________________________ Test asks: Did the__________________________ that’s written in 
the text get to us in an _________________________ and ________________________ way?

Two gaps in the transmission process:

Gap 1:

Gap 2:

Two reasons for the two gaps:

Reason 1:

Reason 2:



PART 1 OF VIDEO

The Internal Test:  Did the ________________ know they were writing _____________?

•	Did the New Testament writers have the means and the opportunity to record this testimony? 

•	Means:

•	Opportunity: 

•	What motive did the New Testament writers have? 
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LESSON #4: HOW WOULD A LAWYER LOOK AT THE EVIDENCE?

What you will find: Previous lessons looked at how a philosopher or a historian would view the existence of 
God and historical claims for Christ. This lesson takes a look at a lawyer’s view of the Bible.

VIDEO BREAK: Discuss together (like lawyers) the Internal Test and how you can still use 
means, opportunity, and motive.

VIDEO BREAK: Discuss together (like lawyers) the overwhelming evidence that supports 
the External Test as it’s applied to the New Testament.

The External Test seeks to find evidence that is ___________________, that is __________________ the 
New Testament in order to compare it to things inside the New Testament to help verify the accuracy 
of the New Testament.

What are some external sources (outside the Bible) that verify information in the New Testament?

What are some examples of information in the New Testament that would have been very 
difficult to fake?

PART 2



PART 3

What is prophecy? 					     What is typology?

Why does this lead us to believe in the reliability of the New Testament?

Name some specific prophecies that come true in Christ that could not have been faked.

How did the discovery of the Dead Sea scrolls impact biblical authenticity?
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VIDEO BREAK: Discuss the three different forms of prophecies and how we can use them 
to verify the existence of Christ and trustworthiness of Scripture.  

CLOSING THOUGHTS



PART 1 OF VIDEO

Important definitions:	 Naturalism:

	 Methodological:

	 Metaphysical:

•	Methodological naturalism says when we carry out scientific experiments we’re only going to 
_________________ in our explanations to things in __________________. 

•	Metaphysical naturalism says only ____________ causes, and things exist which means there is 
no __________, no _______________, no________________, no ______________ .

Which one is good and which one is not?

What is the appeal of logic and scientific experiments?

What impact do all the definitions have in a conversation with someone who says, “I don’t believe in 
the Bible, I just go by reason and science.”
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LESSON #5: HOW WOULD A SCIENTIST LOOK AT THE EVIDENCE?

What you will find: Previous lessons looked at how a philosopher, a historian, and a lawyer would view the 
existence of God and historical claims for Christ. This lesson deals with modern science and God’s revelation.

VIDEO BREAK: Discuss together what you just learned of the relationship between 
science and Scripture and the use scientific open mindedness.

“You always have to think a little bit deeper.”—Dr. Michael Berg



PART 3

Explain: the human being is an embodied soul.

Can cognitive behavior therapy lead us to believe that there is a soul?

What do we lose if we only describe humans as bodies and not embodied souls?
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VIDEO BREAK: Why is it important to discuss the connection between body, soul, and 
cognitive behavior?

CLOSING THOUGHTS

What is the teleological argument?

What are counter arguments to the teleological argument?

What are some examples of information in the New Testament that would have been very difficult to fake?

What is the fine-tuning of the universe?

How did Christianity promote modern science historically?

PART 2

VIDEO BREAK: Discuss how science and faith are not incompatible to each other as it 
relates to design in the world and a designer of the world.  



PART 1 OF VIDEO

Is beauty subjective or objective?

If there is an objective standard of beauty, how does it lead us to belief in the existence of God?

Agree or disagree: Beauty is tied to morality. 

welscongregat ionalserv ices .netWELS Congregational Services

LESSON #6: HOW WOULD AN ARTIST LOOK AT THE EVIDENCE?

What you will find: For this final lesson, we turn to what is called “tender-hearted” apologetics as opposed 
to a hard-logic look at the Christian claim that a lawyer or scientist might take.

VIDEO BREAK: Discuss the difference between objective and subjective beauty (“beauty 
is in the eye of the beholder”) and how it relates beyond art and style to morality (right and 
wrong). Is it subjective or objective?

How do we solve the problem of evil?  
	 *How can there be an all-powerful, all-loving God and also a world of evil?

Solution 1:  God is loving, but not all-powerful.

Solution 2:  God is all-powerful, but not all-loving.

Solution 3:  God doesn’t exist.

Solution 4:  God is in charge of evil.

PART 2



PART 3

How did the bad things in Job’s life actually strengthen his faith?

What are some reasons that God allows and even sends evil? 

Agree or disagree: God sends evil into our lives. 
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VIDEO BREAK: Discuss the story of Job and God’s permission of evil in his life. What is 
God’s intent and purpose of suffering in our lives? 

CLOSING THOUGHTS

VIDEO BREAK: Discuss the problem of evil and its possible solutions. Why is it important 
to make a distinction between God’s righteous anger and our unrighteous anger? 

How do you answer the question, “If God created a perfect world, why would God allow sin in the first 
place?”

Agree or disagree: God is in control of evil.

What is the difference between God’s righteous anger and our anger?


