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Grace That Gives Birth
To Thankful Living

November 26, 2025

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here.
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Service
God is gracious! He preserved his creation after the flood. He gives every good
y ‘l‘f’ 0 i’ and perfect gift. He seeks the lost with saving grace. That grace does more
« '%/ T than fill our lives with blessings; it transforms our hearts. As Jesus did for
,/7wﬁ Zacchaeus, he comes to us through his Word, calling us by name and giving
us new birth. Moved by his mercy, we respond with genuine gratitude and
joyful generosity. May our worship tonight strengthen that thankful faith and direct all praise

to the God who first loved us.

Those Serving in Worship

Pastor Peter Plagenz; Accompanist: Marilyn Foley; Offering music: Choir
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Thanksgiving Service

Welcome

Hymn 507 Let All Things Now Living

Stand
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

I rejoiced with those who said to me,

“Let us go to the house of the Lord.”

How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty!

Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you.
The Lord is near to all who call on him,

to all who call on him in truth.

Confession and Absolution

We confess that our hearts are not always joyful or thankful.

We have not trusted God’s daily care, nor reflected his generosity in our lives.

Let us come before him in repentance and faith.

Merciful Father, we confess that we have sinned against you in our thoughts, our
words, and our actions. You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living
thing, but we have not always received your gifts with gratitude. You have given us new
life through your Word of truth, but we have not always lived in the thankful and
generous love it creates. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us, forgive us, and
renew our hearts.

Silence for meditation

God, in his boundless goodness, has had mercy on us. He sent his Son to seek and to save the
lost, to sacrifice his precious blood on our behalf. By Christ’s authority and command, I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Response to Forgiveness 617 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’'nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. Text: Public domain
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

O Lord, maker of all things, you open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living creature.
We praise you for crowning the fields with your blessings and enabling us once more to gather
in the fruits of the earth. Teach us to use your gifts carefully, that our land may continue to
yield its increase; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Genesis 8:18-22

God’s gracious promise to preserve his creation shows that every daily blessing flows from his
mercy and moves us to thankful living.

8Noah went out with his sons, his wife, and his sons' wives along with him. *Every animal,
every creeping thing, every bird, and whatever swarms on the earth went out of the ship,
species by species. 2°Noah built an altar to the LORD and took from every clean animal and
every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. #The LORD smelled the pleasant
aroma. The LORD said in his heart, “I will never again curse the soil anymore because of man,
for the thoughts he forms in his heart are evil from his youth. Neither will I ever again strike
every living thing, as I have done. 2While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and
heat, summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.” (EHv®)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 100C We Are His People
Join to sing the refrain.
Choir - We are his people, the flock of the LORD.

) N e . (™)
Refrain - — 4 e —— ——— — ‘ ¥
e e e e e i
We are his peo - ple, the flock of the LORD.

Choir - Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the lands, all the lands!
Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into his presence with singing!

Refrain

Choir - Know that the LORD who made us, the LORD who made us is God.
We are the LORD’s and the people of God, and we are the sheep of his pasture.

Refrain



Choir - Enter his gates with thanksgiving, his courts with praise!
Give thanks and bless the LORD, give thanks and bless his name!

Refrain

Choir - For the LORD is good, and his steadfast love endures forever.
God is faithful, faithful to all generations.

Refrain

Text: © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House. Used by permission: License no. 130005105

Second Reading James 1:16-18

James reminds us that every good and perfect gift—and our new birth in Christ—comes from
God’s unchanging grace, which creates grateful hearts.

Do not be deceived, my dear brothers. 7Every good act of giving and every perfect gift is
from above, coming down from the Father of the lights, who does not change or shift like a
shadow. ®Just as he planned, he gave us birth by the word of truth so that we would be a kind
of firstfruits of his creations. (EHV®)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Luke 19:1-10

Jesus’ gracious rescue of Zacchaeus reveals how God’s saving love transforms sinners and
produces joyful, generous thanksgiving.

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2A man named Zacchaeus was there. He
was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. 3He was trying to see who Jesus was, but since he
was short, he could not see because of the crowd. 4He ran on ahead and climbed up into a
sycamore tree to see Jesus, because he was about to pass by that way. SWhen Jesus came to the
place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for [ must stay at your
house today.” ®He came down quickly and welcomed Jesus joyfully. 7When the people saw it,
they were all grumbling because he went to be a guest of a sinful man.

8Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I am going to give half of my
possessions to the poor. And if I have cheated anyone out of anything, I will pay back four
times as much.”

9Jesus said to him, “Today, salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of
Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (EHV®)

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!



Children's Message

Hymn 597 Now Thank We All Our God
Sermon Grace That Gives Birth to Thankful Living
Stand

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Connect Card and Offering

Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him. If the gospel message
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR
code with your mobile phone. It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering My Heart Is My Filled With Thankfulness

Prayer

Lord of heaven and earth, you made all things beautiful. You have provided green forests and
refreshing streams. You have arranged the orderly procession of day and night for our work
and rest.

Thank you for the mountains and the prairies, the roaring sea, and the gentle breeze.



Thank you for roofs that shelter us, for clothing that protects us, and for food and drink.
Thank you for our work, for projects that are done well, and for the approval of supervisors
and teachers. Thank you for all who serve at night to make our days more pleasant.

Thank you for associates at work, for their encouragement and praise, and for the joys
of human friendships.

Thank you for our cities and our countrysides, for farms and factories, for streets and
highways, and for all of life that flows so swiftly before us.

Thank you for children at play, their boundless energy, and their shouts of joy and
laughter.

Thank you for the morning greetings we receive, and for all the smiles that come from faces
loved by you.
Thank you for Christian parents, for their affection and their care.

Thank you for the healing you bring when we are sick, the protection you send when we are in
danger, and the comfort you offer when we are sad. Lead us to be thankful as we believe that
in all things you work for the good of those who love you.

Thank you for those who help and encourage us in difficult times.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

Thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, for his coming to us in Word and sacraments, for his
giving and forgiving, and for listening to our prayers. Receive our gifts and offerings as our
sacrifice of praise.

Lead us in thankful living today and always. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord—the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit—bless us and
keep us.

Amen.

Hymn 508 Sing to the Lord of Harvest



WELS Christian Aid and Relief

Iwill praise God’s name in song and glorify him with thanksgiving (Psalm 69:30).
The Lutheran church is often called the singing church. What do we sing about? We sing
about a God who created us and cares for us with abundant blessings. We sing about
a God who sent his Son to redeem us by his blood, save us from our sins, and secure
our place in heaven. We sing about a God who comforts our hearts and strengthens our
faith through Word and Sacrament. With great joy and gratitude, we sing our songs of
thanksgiving to glorify our gracious, generous, and compassionate God!

Not only do we sing; we act. We imitate our God in the compassion we show to others.
Your special gifts enable us to serve hurting people all around the world and lead to
many opportunities to share the good news of God’s love in Christ, so that they too can
sing a song of thanksgiving to the one true God. We thank you for supporting this vital
ministry of compassion with your prayers and gifts of love! Here’s how we used those
gifts this past year:

Grant Summary

Disaster Relief: $441,657 was utilized for disaster relief. We helped rebuild churches
in Malawi destroyed by a cyclone, provided flood relief in India, Kenya, Thailand,
and Vietnam, assisted with wildfire relief in Texas, Arizona, and Los Angeles, and
supported recovery efforts following hurricanes Helene and Milton.

Humanitarian Aid: $482,946 went toward humanitarian aid projects in partner-
ship with WELS Home and World Missions. These dollars help provide food for the
hungry, medical care for the sick and dying, clean drinking water, school supplies
for underprivileged children, vocational training, and many other needs.

Personal Relief Grants: $388,386 funded grants to assist brothers and sisters
experiencing a medical or financial crisis.

Total: God enabled us to use more than $1.3 million of your gifts to show compas-
sion to people in need! To him alone be all the glory!

To learn more, make a donation, or volunteer, visit wels.net/relief and like us on Facebook at
fb.com/WELSChristianAidandRelief. If a need arises for humanitarian aid or disaster relief in
your area, please contact Director Rev. Daniel Sims.

WELS Christian Aid and Relief
daniel.sims@wels.net ® 414-256-3204 \ /
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