


Evening Prayer

Welcome
Stand
Opening Sentences CW 215
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Jesus Christ is the light of the world,
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the light no darkness can 0 - Ver - come.
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Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
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and the day is almost 0 - ver
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Beourlight and scat-ter the darkness,
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and hear our evening prayer and praise.
Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
Hymn of Light CW 216
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1 Glad - d’ning light of pur - est glo - 1y, shin - ing
2 In the fad - ing light of eve - ning, as the
3 For your gift of life un - end - ing, joy - ful
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down from heav'n on high, from the ev - er -
set - ting sun de - parts, Fa ther, Son, and
voic - es ev - er sing hymns of praise that
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liv - ing Fa - ther— hail, most bless-ed Je - sus Christ!
Ho - ly Spir - it— we a - dore you, Lord our God.

right - ly hon - or, Son of God, your sav - ing name.

Text: Michael D. Schultz © 2021 Michael D. Schultz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Lord God, we thank you for this day of grace now drawing to a close. Stay with us, and warm
our hearts with your forgiving love in Christ. By your Word keep our faith burning brightly,
that we may walk in the light of your presence through the darkness of this world. Come and
bless us as we worship you—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Be seated

Psalm 96D Sing to the LORD, Ye Distant Lands

The Church sings Psalm 96 in services that celebrate Jesus entering the world with his
righteousness for the sake of people from every nation.
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1 Sing to the LorDp, ye dis - tant lands, ye tribes of ev - ’ry

2 Let heav’n pro-claim the joy - ful day; let joy on earth be
3 Be - hold, he comes, he comes to bless the na - tions as their
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tongue; his new - dis - cov - ered grace de - mands a
seen; let cit - ies shine in bright ar - ray, and
God, to show the world his right - eous - ness, and
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new and no - bler song. Tell all the na - tions,
fields in  cheer - ful green. Let joy a - bove all
send his truth a - broad. But when his voice shall
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“Je - sus reigns, God’s own al-might -y Son; his pow’r the
joys sur - prise the is-lands of the sea; ye moun-tains
raise the dead, and bid the world draw near, how will the
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sink -ing ~ world sus - tains, and grace sur-rounds his throne.”

sink; ye val - leys rise; pre - pare the LoOrRD his way.

guilt - y na - tions dread to see their judge ap - pear.
3



Reading Luke 1:57-79
Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist, praises God for keeping his promises.

57When the time came for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. *Her
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they were
rejoicing with her. 0On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. They wanted to call
him Zechariah after the name of the father. °*But his mother answered, “No. He will be called
John.”

%They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who is called by this name.” ®*They
made signs to his father, to see what he wanted to name him.

©He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they were all amazed.

%4Immediately Zechariah's mouth was opened, his tongue was loosed, and he began to
speak, praising God. %Fear came on all who lived around them. In the entire hill country of
Judea people were talking about all these things. ®®And everyone who heard this took it to
heart, saying, “What then will this child be?” Clearly, the hand of the Lord was with him.

%7His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied:
68Blessed is the Lord, the God of Israel,

because he has visited us and prepared redemption for his people.

%He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David,
7%just as he said long ago through the mouth of his holy prophets.

7'He raised up salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us,
72in order to show mercy to our fathers by remembering his holy covenant,
Bthe oath which he swore to Abraham our father,

74to grant deliverance to us from the hand of our enemies,

so that we are able to serve him without fear,

75in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.

7And you, child, will be called a prophet of the Most High,

because you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,

77to give his people the knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins,
78because of God's tender mercies,

by which the Rising Sun from on high will visit us,

79to shine on those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,

to guide our feet into the way of peace. (EHV®)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn 780 O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright



Sermon

Stand

Song of Zechariah
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1 Praise be to the Lord, the God of
2 Through his holy prophets he promised of old

that he would save us fromour en - e - mies,
3 This was the oath he swore to our father A - bra - ham:
4 You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most__ High,
5 In the tender compassion of our God,
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1 he has come to his people and set them free.
2 from the hands of all who hate us.
3 to set us free from the hands of our en - e - mies,
4 for you will go before the Lordtopre - pare his  way,
5 the dawn from on high shall breakup - on us,
¥
y il —— i
@ L | [ P al
D)
1 He has raised up for us a mighty Sav ior,
2 He promised to show mercy to our fa thers
3 free to worship him with - out____ fear,
4 to give his people knowledge of sal - va tion
5 to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shad - ow of death
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1 born of the house of his servant Da - vid.
2 and to remember his holy cov - e - nant.
3 holy and righteous in his sight all thedays of  our life.
4 by the forgiveness of  their sins.
5 and to guide our feet into the way of  peace.

Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer; Tune: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OnelLicense no. 719903



Be seated

Connect Card and Offering

Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him. If the gospel message
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR
code with your mobile phone. It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

Stand
Prayer

Abide with us, Lord, for it is evening and the day is almost over. Abide with us and with your
whole Church. Abide with us in the evening of the day, in the evening of life, in the evening of
the world. Abide with us in your grace and goodness, in your holy Word and sacrament, in
your comfort and blessing. Abide with us when we are overcome by the night of sorrow and
fear, by the night of doubt and affliction, by the night of bitter death. Abide with us and with
all your people in time and in eternity.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.



A\

——
o
o L P E—

D S

Letus praise the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
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Blessing
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The grace of our Lord -+ Je - sus Christ andthe love of God
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and the fellowship of the Holy  Spir - it be with you all
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A - men.

Be seated

Hymn

713 1 Want to Walk as a Child of the Light




THE SONG OF ZECHARIAH

A When the Bible was translated into Latin, “Benedictus” was the
7.7y\  first word of the song that Zechariah sang after the birth of his
)\ \_ son, John the Baptist. The Song of Zechariah is a powerful
Al proclamation of God's faithfulness, salvation, and mercy.
“‘"fi?/‘ )\ Zechariah begins by blessing the Lord for visiting and redeeming
- his people, highlighting God's action in sending the promised
Savior from the house of David.

The song celebrates deliverance from enemies, not only in a political sense but
ultimately from sin, death, and the devil. It emphasizes God’s mercy and his
holy covenant, grounded in his promises and grace.

Zechariah also speaks of John’s role as the prophet who will prepare the way
for the Lord by preaching repentance and pointing to Jesus. The “Benedictus”
ends with a vision of peace and forgiveness, likening Christ’s coming to a
sunrise that brings light to those in the darkness of a fallen world.
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