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WELCOME TO WORSHIP

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are 
here. If you have any questions, just ask an usher or other volunteer. Please also fill out 
our Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

Last week we saw that the Lord sends messengers to call us to 
repentance. This week we learn that those who refuse to heed that call 
to humble themselves will be humbled anyway. The Lord who once 
came near in flesh and now comes near in Word and sacrament will 
one day come near with consuming fire and judgment. The Lord will 
humble his enemies. This truth does two important things. First, it adds 

urgency to God's Advent call to repentance. Second, it gives us comfort when we, as God's 
people, experience opposition from the world. Those who oppress and harm God's people 
will face justice.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org
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THE SERVICE: SETTING TWO
Starting on page 172 of the blue hymnal

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates | 306

Stand
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION on page 172
Beginning with “If we claim…”

LORD HAVE MERCY on page 174

GLORY BE TO GOD on page 176
Please join as you feel comfortable.

The Word
The service continues on page 178.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Please understand that there have been some unexpected delays with the release of the Service 
Builder. This software would help us create a more complete service folder like we have grown 
used to. Until we have access to that, we will be producing service folders that rely much more 

heavily on using the hymnal as part of the worship experience. 
All hymns and page numbers, unless otherwise noted, correspond to the blue hymnal.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.  Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your 
mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Be seated 

FIRST READING Zephaniah 3:14-17
Not only has the Lord taken away our punishment, but he will defeat all his enemies.
After the reading: 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 130 (in the front of the hymnal)
The song leaders will introduce the refrain. Please join to sing it a second time. Thereafter the Song Leaders 

will sing the verses and the congregation will join on the refrain and the “Glory be to the Father…”

The service continues on page 178.
SECOND LESSON Philippians 4:4-7
We rest in the peace of the Lord, knowing he will humble his enemies in due time.
After the reading: 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!

Stand
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES (in place of the Gospel Acclamation)
We light three Advent candles, remembering Jesus, who came as the Light of the world. He 
came to defeat the powers of darkness.
We remember Jesus, who came to remove the judgment against his people. John 
proclaimed the good news about him.
We hear John’s call to walk in the Light.
We light three Advent candles as a sign of our trust and confidence in what Jesus has 
done for us.
Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.
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GOSPEL Luke 3:7-18
Christ's enemy is anyone who refuses the gifts of his grace. 
After the reading of the Gospel: 
This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated. 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

HYMN OF THE DAY Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing | 827
The Song Leaders will sing verse 1; please join in the subsequent verses.

SERMON   God’s Christmas Carol      

Stand 
CREED  Apostles’ Creed on page 181
Be seated

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH on page 182

OFFERING
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out 
of thanks to him. Guests, please don’t feel obligated to take part in the offering.  
We’re just happy you’re here as our guest to hear and take to heart the message 
of Jesus. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

WELS CONNECTION VIDEO  

The service concludes on page 171.
HYMN O Lord, How Shall I Meet You | 324
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Stand
PRAYER on page 171

LORD’S PRAYER on page 171

BLESSING on page 171
Be seated

CLOSING HYMN Rejoice, the Lord Is King | 524

Christmas Eve Service
Dec. 24 at 6:30PM

Christmas Morning Service
with communion

Dec. 25 at 9:30AM
New Year’s Eve Service

with communion
Dec. 31 at 6:30 PM
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. What application can we make in our lives from the words of John the Baptist to the 
crowds in Luke 3:11-14? In what way do such things fulfill the words of Zephaniah 
3:16?

2. It might sound gruesome and even unchristian to rejoice over the destruction of our 
enemies. However, when we consider what our enemies are, why is rejoicing such a 
fitting response?

3. Read all of Zephaniah. It’s only three chapters long, so it shouldn’t take more than 
five minutes. What do the words of judgment throughout do for us, even as we 
know that the Lord has delivered us?

4. Philippians 4:5 says, “The Lord is near.” List the ways in which the Lord is near to 
you. Then, think about why the Lord being near in those ways brings you peace.
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY: 
Ephesians Wrapup & The Great O Antiphons
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

THE GREAT O ANTIPHONS Dec. 12 | 9:15-10:15 AM

Today our Sunday Bible study is wrapping up Ephesians and beginning a look at the 
Great O Antiphons, some of which are included in the hymn "O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel." Each antiphon consists of a title given to Christ in the Old Testament and a 
petition asking him to come and fulfill the scriptural promise or prophecy.  This will be 
the study topic for this week and next week.  On Dec. 26, the study takes a break for the 
holidays. Please join us in the cafeteria from 9:15-10:15 AM.

TEACHER CALLED  

Last Sunday, we called Miss Deanna Rahn to serve as our 1st-2nd grade teacher beginning 
fall 2022.  Miss Rahn currently serves at Wisconsin Lutheran School-Middle School in 
Racine, WI. If you would like to share with Miss Rahn the blessings of church & school, 
you can find her contact information on the Welcome Table. Please keep Miss Rahn in 
your prayers as she deliberates her call.

SINGING WITH SCHOOL CHILDREN Dec. 18 | 6:30 PM

If you love to sing Christmas carols, be sure to attend the School Christmas 
Service on Saturday. The service includes congregational singing of several 
favorite Christmas Carols. We hope you will attend and bring a friend.

COME FOR THE DRESS REHEARSAL Dec. 17 | 10:00 AM

If you are unable to attend the School Christmas Service on Saturday, you are welcome 
to attend the dress rehearsal on Friday morning at 10:00 AM. Having a live audience on 
Friday helps the students overcome some of their nervousness before the main event. 
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DELIVER GIFTS TO SHUT-INS  Dec. 18 | 9:00 AM

We need several people to help deliver a small gift of fruit and candy to 
our shut-in members this Saturday. We want to let our shut-ins know that 
they are still treasured members of St. Paul's. This is a good ministry for 
families to be involved in; shut-ins love to see little children. To volunteer, 
please contact Hilde Henkel at 715-435-3547 or henkelfm@wctc.net.

ST. PAUL’S MINISTREE

Check out the MinisTREE envelopes on the Christmas tree in the Welcome 
Center. Each envelope lists an item that is necessary for the operation of 
the ministry at St. Paul’s. They range from inexpensive items to rather 
costly ones. If you feel so moved, take one of the envelopes from the tree, 
place your additional Christmas gift offering in the envelope, and drop the 
envelope in the offering plate or one of the slots in the Welcome Table. All 
gifts received will go to supplement current ministry plan offerings.  

PULLED-PORK FOR SUPPER  Dec. 15 | 4:45-6:00 PM

Our final fellowship meal of the Advent season will be served this Wednesday by the 
Willing Workers. They are serving pulled-pork sandwiches with chips and coleslaw. If 
you are able, please bring some cookies or bars to share.

LIVERSTREAM A CHRISTMAS CONCERT Dec. 12 | 3:00 PM

Both Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary (WLS) and Luther Preparatory School (LPS) are 
livestreaming their Christmas Concerts this Sunday The seminary has a 65-voice all male 
choir, while Luther Prep has both a choir and a band. Can’t decide which to watch or 
listen to? Both concerts will be archived for later viewing. You can find the videos at 
livestream.com/WLSLive and livestream.com/lps.

NLHS CONCERT NEXT SUNDAY Dec. 19 at 3:00PM 

The annual Christmas concert at Northland Lutheran High School’s 
(NLHS) is next Sunday in the NLHS gym. The choir and band will 
entertain you with some holiday music. Refreshments will be served 
following the concert.  Bring a music-loving friend.
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GIVE SOMETHING THAT WILL HELP THEM GROW THEIR FAITH

Pay for your loved one to attend a spiritual retreat. Make up your own gift certificate to 
give them at Christmas.

For Him: Let him know he is not just a winner in your eyes, he more than 
a conquer through Christ Jesus! The annual Men of His Word Conference 
will be held in Oshkosh on Saturday, February 19, 2022. This one-day 
conference is only $50, or splurge and add a hotel stay.  More information 
can be found at www.menofhisword.org.

For Her: The Pathways to Christ Retreat in Oshkosh runs Friday evening 
through Sunday morning, March 4-6. However, there are options to 
attend only one or two days of the event. The cost is as little as $80, and 
hotel accommodations are available at the retreat site.  Learn more at  
pathwaystochrist.org.

CHRISTMAS DEADLINE FOR NORTHLAND SCRIP  

This is the last week before Christmas that Northland will be able to place an order with 
the scrip center. To be sure that you get all the gift cards that you may want for your 
Christmas shopping, turn in your order this Sunday, December 12. We will still sell from 
stock on December 19 and 26, but can't assure you that we will be able to completely fill 
all orders. If you have any questions, call Sue Kulhanek at 715-421-4414.Thank you for 
supporting Christian education by using scrip. Christmas blessings from Northland!

GIFTS FROM THRIVENT

We recently received $175.00 from Thrivent Financial’s Thrivent Choice program. If you 
are a Thrivent client, check out the Generosity tab on their website for more on this 
program and others that help you be more generous with the gifts God has given to you.

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 

Last Sunday’s Attendance:  198 
Midweek Advent Attendance:  99  

From July 1, 2021 to December 9, 2021 
Actual ministry income: $ 514,005 Mortgage balance:  $1,196,233   
Actual cost of ministry: $ 470,848  Organ Fund balance: $ 44,677
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CALENDAR                              December 12-19
SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  

9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the West Wing 
9:15 AM Sunday School (grades 3K-6)

10:30 AM Worship

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Leadership Council 
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers in the Resource Center

WEDNESDAY 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
4:00 PM Midweek Advent Worship
4:45 AM Advent Fellowship Meal in the cafeteria
6:30 PM Midweek Advent Worship

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
1:00 PM Newsletter Assembly in the Volunteer Workroom

FRIDAY 10:00 AM Dress Rehearsal for School Christmas Service

SATURDAY 6:30 PM School Christmas Service 

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the West Wing 
9:15 AM Sunday School (grades 3K-6)

10:30 AM Worship

 The LORD your God is in your 
midst, a mighty one who will save

                                         - Zephaniah 3:17a
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


