WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

"Are you the one who is to come,
or are we to wait for another?"
Matthew 11:3, NRSV

Come, Lord Jesus!
As Messiah

Third Sunday in Advent
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Welcome To Worship -
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here.
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It's encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find these things and
answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday

Humanity wants a made-to-order Messiah. We want the Savior we want. The Jews
wanted a political Messiah who would remove Roman oppression and reestablish the
kingdom of Israel. The generic Christian of today wants a Messiah who is a good
teacher and an inspiration for brotherly love.

Even faithful Christians face the temptation of a made-to-order Messiah. We want a Messiah
who isn't bothered by the sin that keeps cropping up in our life, who doesn’t call for total
dedication but is fine if we only want a relaxed association with him. We want a Messiah who
dispenses blessings liberally, to ensure that our life is blessed, as we would like to define it.

That is not the Messiah who came. Jesus defies the expectations of Israel, the world, and us.
Jesus reminds us that “blessed” is a term that he defines, and it begins with not rejecting the
Messiah because he fails to meet our expectations. One proof that Jesus is the Messiah is that
he fulfilled every prophecy. Therefore, blessed people respond to adverse circumstances with
patient waiting and confidence that, at just the right time, their Messiah will fix all that is
broken in their lives.
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The Service: Setting Three

Setting Three begins on page 188 of the hymnal.

Welcome

Hymn 812 Christ, the Sure and Steady Anchor
Join to sing following the first verse.

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy CW 190

Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory to God in the Highest
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty
deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts, and fill us with your light; for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated
First Reading Isaiah 35:1-10

The prophet foretold that the coming of the Messiah would change everything.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm of the Day

146C Praise the LORD, Sing Hallelujah
Join to sing following the first verse.
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Second Reading James 5:7-11
God encourages us to be patient in waiting for the Messiah’s coming Kingdom.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Stand

Lighting of the Advent Candles in place of the Gospel Acclamation

We light three Advent candles, remembering Jesus, who came to fulfill the promises of God.
We remember Jesus, who came in answer to the prayers of his people.

We patiently wait for him to return in glory, showing all people that he is the true Messiah.
We light three Advent candles as a sign of our trust and confidence.

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.

Gospel Matthew 11:2-11

Jesus deals gently with those whose present circumstances lead them to doubt whether or not
he is the Messiah.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 324 0 Lord, How Shall | Meet You
Sermon An Answer for Your Doubts
Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Connect Card
Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card.

Prayer of the Church

Gracious Lord, you sent your Son into our world to destroy the power of Satan and restore the
human race as your children and heirs. Work in us during this Advent season so that we may
rejoice in the coming of our Savior and to long for his coming again.

Make us eager to receive the King who comes to save us.

Lift up our hearts to see the King who comes to save. Reveal to us his willingness to take on
our human form and stand in our place. Show us the power he extends in his Word and
sacraments to make us your children and keep us in faith. Thrill us with his promise to come
and take us to our eternal home to live with you forever.

Open our eyes to see and believe the wonders of the Savior’s love.

As we live with Christ and trust in him, move us to turn away from sin day after day with the
strength your Spirit provides. When we fall, forgive and renew us to serve you and all people.
Empower us and guide us to walk with Christ by faith.

Protect us from the distractions that come at this time of the year. Even in gift-giving and
celebrating, keep our hearts focused on Christ and his forgiving love.
Give us joy at his coming at Christmas, his coming in the gospel, and his coming again.



Move us to share with others the most important gift of this season, the truth about Jesus.
Even in busy times lead us to pray for those whose joy is diminished because of sickness, pain,
or loss. Give us opportunities to provide help to those in need.

May others see the love of Christ in our words and actions.

Special prayers and intercessions
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

Loving Lord, work in us during this Advent season so that our joy may be genuine and may
rest in the promises of the King who comes to save.
Come, Lord Jesus. Amen.

Offering

Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of
thanks to him. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like
an electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone. It will
connect you with our website’s giving page.

WELS Connection Supporting Missions
Hymn 307 When the King Shall Come Again
Stand

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them,
read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive

those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn 519 There Is a Redeemer

HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Dec. 24 ~ Christmas Eve Worship at 6:30 pm
Dec. 25 ~ Christmas Day/Sunday Worship at 9:30 am
Dec. 31 ~ New Year’s Eve Worship at 6:30 pm
Jan. 1 ~ Sunday Worship at 9:30 am

(Note: Only one service will be held on
Sundays, Dec. 25 and Jan. 1)
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Take Home Questions

L

2.

If a friend says that Christians should never doubt God, how would you respond?

James 5:7 says, “See how the farmer waits for the valuable harvest from the ground,
patiently waiting for it, until it receives the early and late rain.” How can these words help
you when you doubt this week?

Compare the reading from Isaiah 35:1-10 with last week's reading from lIsaiah (11:1-10). What
themes do you see in both? What ultimate reality is Isaiah pointing to in both chapters?
How do we see these things take place in our lives?

"Whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than [John the Baptist]."
Review/explain/ponder what Jesus means by those words. It might help to consult other
Bible passages that talk about the least and greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

Special Prayers This Week:

Chuck Oestreich is awaiting heart surgery
Angie Higdon’s mother underwent surgery — speedy recovery

12



News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study:

The Christian Funeral
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

Children’s Christmas Services on Saturday Dec. 17 10:00 am & 6:30 pm

Our school children will hold two Christmas services this year. The preschool service will be
held at 10:00 am next Saturday. The K-8 will hold their service at 6:30 pm. Everyone is welcome
to attend either service. Prior to the 6:30 service, the piano, band, and handbell students will
play pre-service music. We hope you will attend.

Come to the Dress Rehearsal Dec. 16 | 10:00 am

If you are unable to attend on Saturday, you are welcome to come the dress rehearsal on Friday
at 10:00 am. Having a live audience helps the children get over some of their nervousness before
the main event. There will be no pre-service music. However, you can partake of both services,
since the K-8 rehearsal will immediately follow the preschool rehearsal.

Help with “Fruit Baskets™ Delivery Dec. 17

We will be delivering gifts of fruit and other goodies to our shut-infhomebound members as
well as some recent widows. Volunteers are need to make deliveries. This is a great opportunity
for the whole family to do ministry together as older people usually love to see children. If you
are willing to help, please contact Hilde Henkel at 715-435-3547

Call Meeting Set

Our next call meeting will be held on Tuesday, Dec. 20 at 6:00 pm. We will be calling a principal
to begin serving us in Fall 2023. Please plan to attend and pray that God would meet our needs.

St. Paul’s Students in Concert

Several St. Paul’s grade school students and some former students who now
attend Northland Lutheran High School (NLHS) will be a part of the
Christmas Concert at NLHS next Sunday, Dec. 18 at 3:00 pm. The theme is
“Immanuel: Go with Us.” The only way to see this concert is to drive there,
take a friend to keep you company. NLHS is located in Kronenwetter.
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Help a Friend Experience the Nativity

Take your unchurched friends to “The Greatest Gift.” This live outdoor nativity will be held on
Saturday, Dec. 17, 5:00-8:30 p.m., at Northland Lutheran High School in Kronenwetter. It is a
free outreach event with no registration required. They will walk through the woods stopping
at stations to hear the true Christmas story from actors and carolers. If you wish to have a
reserved time for you and your guest(s), please visit nlhs.org to link to the reservation page.

Holiday Scrip Schedule

St. Paul’s Scrip Users: The last date to order physical scrip gift cards for Christmas delivery is
next Sunday, Dec. 18. Cards will be distributed on Wednesday, Dec. 21. There will be no cards
sales in church, nor will an order be placed, on Sunday, Dec. 25 or Sunday, Jan. 1. Please plan
ahead for your gift giving and your usual weekly scrip use.

NLHS Scrip Users: The last day to order physical cards from Northland scrip before Christmas
will be next Sunday, December 18, with orders being filled yet that week. No scrip sales will be
made on Christmas Day. Ordering and stock sales will resume on Sunday, January 1. Please plan
accordingly. Get your Christmas shopping done and support Christian education at the same
time!

Ecards available anytime! Want to buy something online, or need a last minute gift? Use scrip
ecards. They are available within minutes of purchase. You can enter the code at online
checkout, or you can print the ecard to give as a gift or to take with you to a store. Learn more
at raiseright.com, or contact Deb DeWilde with your questions at stpaulsscripwr@gmail.com or
at 715-569-4018.

Christmas Music from Our Synod Schools

Both Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary and Luther Preparatory School will hold their Christmas
concert this afternoon, Dec. 11 at 3:00. You can watch or listen to the seminary concert at
livestream.com/WLSLive. The Luther Prep concert can be found by going to livestream.com/Ips
and using the link to Vimeo.

Get a Pie or Crisp before They Are Gone

The Willing Workers still has a few take-and-bake
frozen apple crisps and pies. These make a great gift for
someone who has everything. Baking instructions are
included. You can pick one up from the church office
during the week, or look for a Willing Worker on
Sunday. Your purchases will help reduce the principal
on our mortgage.
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Calendar December 11-18
Sunday 8:00 AM  Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6t grade
10:30 AM  Worship
Monday 4:30 PM  Choir practice in the balcony
Tuesday 6:45 AM Men'’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM  Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM  Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center
Wednesday 8:55 AM  School Chapel Service
4:00 PM  Midweek Advent Worship
4:45 M Fellowship Meal
6:30 PM  Midweek Advent Worship
Thursday 7:00 AM  Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
1:00 PM  Newsletter Assembly in the Volunteer Workroom
Friday 10:00 AM Dress Rehearsal for Preschool & School Christmas Services
Saturday 10:00 AM Preschool Christmas Service
6:30 PM K-8 School Christmas Service
Sunday 8:00 AM  Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6% grade
10:30 AM  Worship
3:00 PM Christmas Concert at NLHS
Attendance & Offermg Report Therefore, brothers, be patient
Last Week’s Attendance: 241 until the coming of the Lord.
Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 408,586 - James 57

Actual offerings YTD:

$ 300,047

St. Paul’s Scrip for November:

$201.06 in tuition

$391.64 in school support
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311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org

Pastor Lucas Proeber | 989-780-3184 | pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
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