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THE KING SHALL COME:  

Prepare to Meet Him 
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

December 10, 2023 

Welcome To Worship 

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you. 

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions. 

Service Notes For This Service 

Scriptures teach that King Jesus is the Son of God in flesh and the only hope for 
salvation. Jesus himself claimed that he is the only way into the glorious 
kingdom of heaven. You do not approach meeting someone like that casually or 
carelessly. You prepare meticulously. What does that mean? What does a life of 
readiness—ready to meet such a King—look like? In one word: repentance. If 

we insist on hanging onto our sins, how can we receive the One who came for the very purpose 
of taking those sins away?  

Throughout history, God has raised up called servants—like John the Baptist—to preach a 
message of repentance. This repentance is central to our preparation for the Lord’s coming. 
Without repentance, the King’s coming only terrifies. But all those who believe and repent look 
forward to the coming of the King and the consummation of his everlasting kingdom. 

Those Serving in Worship 

Pastor Lucas Proeber; Accompanist Marilyn Foley; Church CHoir  
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The Service: Setting Two 
Setting Two begins on page 172 of the hymnal 

 

Welcome 
 

Hymn 316 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
 
Stand 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 172 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us 
from all unrighteousness. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my 
thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not 
loved others as I should. I deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, 
my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I 
pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Lighting of Advent Candles in place of Lord, Have Mercy 
We light two Advent candles, remembering Jesus, who came in history. He came into a world 
of sin and death. 
We remember Jesus, who came as the promised Messiah.  John the Baptist prepared 
the way of the Lord. 
 

We hear his call to repent.  
We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire for renewal. 
 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 176 
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Tune: Marty Haugen  © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming, 
give us strength in our conflicts, and shed light on our path through the darkness of this 
world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Be seated 

First Reading Isaiah 40:1–11 

John the Baptist would fulfill these words of Isaiah about preparing people to meet the Lord. 
1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call out 

to her. Her warfare really is over. Her guilt is fully paid for. Yes, she has received from 
the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 3 A voice is calling out: In the wilderness prepare the 
way for the LORD. In the wasteland make a level highway for our God. 4 Every valley will be 
raised up, and every mountain and hill will be made low. The rugged ground will become level, 
and the rough places will become a plain. 5 Then the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all 
flesh together will see it. Yes, the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 
 

6 A voice was saying, “Cry out!” 
And I said, “What shall I cry out?” 
    All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like a wildflower in the countryside. 7 Grass withers, 
flowers fade, when the breath of the LORD blows on them. Yes, the people are grass. 8 Grass 
withers, flowers fade, but the Word of our God endures forever. 

 

9 Get up on a high mountain, O Zion, you herald of good news. Lift up your voice with 
strength, O Jerusalem, you herald of good news. Lift it up! Do not be afraid! Say to the cities of 
Judah, “Here is your God!” 10 Look, God the LORD will come with strength, and his arm is ruling 
for him. Look, his reward is with him. The result of his work is in front of him. 11 Like a 
shepherd he will care for his flock. With his arm he will gather the lambs. He will lift them up 
on his lap. He will gently lead the nursing mothers. (EHV®) 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm of the Day 85A LORD, in Your Mercy, Hear My Prayer 
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You, LORD, forgave the iniquity of your / people 
    and covered / all their sins. 
You set aside / all your wrath 
    and turned from your fierce / anger. 
Show us your unfailing / love, LORD, 
    and grant us your sal- / vation.   Refrain 
  

I will listen to what God the / LORD says; 
    he promises peace to his / people. 
Surely his salvation is near those who / fear him, 
    that his glory may dwell / in our land. 
Love and faithfulness meet to- / gether; 
    righteousness and peace kiss each / other. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Text: Hal H. Hopson. Tune: Hal H. Hopson. Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. Text and tune: © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Music Publishers (refrain). Used by 
permission: OneLicense no. 719903. Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Second Reading 2 Peter 3:8–14 

Judgment Day will come at an unexpected time; we prepare ourselves with daily repentance. 
8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: For the Lord, one day is like a thousand 

years, and a thousand years are like one day. 9 The Lord is not slow to do what he promised, as 
some consider slowness. Instead, he is patient for your sakes, not wanting anyone to perish, 
but all to come to repentance. 

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. On that day the heavens will pass away 
with a roar, the elements will be dissolved as they burn with great heat, and the earth and 
what was done on it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be destroyed, 
what kind of people ought you to be, living in holiness and godliness, 12 as you look forward to 
and hasten the coming of the day of God? That day will cause the heavens to be set on fire and 
destroyed, and the elements to melt as they burn with great heat. 13 But according to his 
promise we look forward to new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 

14 Therefore, dear friends, as you look forward to these things, make every effort to be 
found in peace, spotless and blameless in his sight. (EHV®) 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
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Choir Anthem Come, Thou Long Excepted Jesus 
 
Stand 
 

Gospel Mark 1:1–8 

John the Baptist prepares the way for the Lord with his message of repentance and forgiveness. 
1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 This is how it is written in 

the prophet Isaiah: “Look, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare the way 
for you. 3 A voice of one calling out in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way of the Lord. Make his 
paths straight.’” 

4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 

5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him. 
They were baptized by him in the Jordan River as they confessed their sins. 6 John was clothed 
in camel’s hair, and he wore a leather belt around his waist. He ate locusts and wild honey. 
7 He preached, “One more powerful than I is coming after me. I am not worthy to stoop down 
and untie the strap of his sandals! 8 I baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit.” (EHV®) 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated 

 

Children's Message 
 

Hymn of the Day 308 There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying 
 Sing beginning with the second verse. 

 

Sermon  Are You Properly Prepared for Christmas? 
 
Stand 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
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    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Be seated 
 

Prayer of the Church 
Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to send the 
offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old, you 
continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior. 
We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy the 
works of the devil. 
  
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our pride 
and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 
Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” 
  
You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. Use it to 
cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In these days before 
Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism. 
Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 
  
Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son 
coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 
Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 
  
Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical and emotional pain and all who 
are afflicted by disease or facing death. Pour out your compassion on the grieving and comfort 
the mourners who miss someone they loved. 
Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 
 
Special prayers and intercessions 
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Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
 
Silent prayer 

  
Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 
Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connect Card and Offering 
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page. 

 
WELS Connection    World Missions - Vietnam 

 
Hymn 310 Arise, O Christian People  
 
Stand 
 

Prayer based on Psalm 85 
God of love and faithfulness, you showed favor to your people by sending your one and only 
Son to be our Savior. Help us trust in him as our gracious Redeemer and so enjoy the peace he 
came to bring, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

Special Prayers This Week 
† Pastor Proeber is having back surgery on Wednesday.  

† Linda Lucht was diagnosed with A-Fib and will have a heart procedure in January. 

† Betty Szelagowski appears to be near the end of her life on earth.  

† John & Carole Melso were extended calls to teach at New Hope Lutheran Academy in West 

Melbourne, FL.  

† Mrs. Michelle Korth who is deliberating the call to serve as a lower grade teacher in our school 

for the remainder of the school year. 

†   

†   

†   

†  
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Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

Hymn 302 Prepare the Royal Highway vs. 1, 4 
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Take Home Questions 
 

1.    Isaiah 40:6-8 talk about flesh being like grass and flowers. Ponder/discuss the similarities 
between human existence and plants. 

 
 
 

a.     In contrast, what endures forever? 
 
 

 
b.     How does that solve the problem of all flesh being grass? 
 
 

 
2.    Throughout the Second Reading from 2 Peter 3, the destructive events of Judgment Day 

are described. Using the service folder, underline as many as you can find.  
 
 
 

a.    But then, verses 13 and 14 say that “we look forward” to these events. Using only the 
verses in 2 Peter 3:8-14, find the reason(s) behind our ability to look forward to 
Judgment Day, even when it is described as such a day of destruction. 

 
 
 

3.    This is a frequent encouragement from the Pastors but a worthwhile one: set up a habit by 
which you can daily remember your baptism and all the truths that come with it. It could 
be whenever you take a shower/bath or when you wash your hands. You could write on 
your mirror or fridge—“I am a baptized child of God.” You could say a prayer of 
repentance with your breakfast. 

 
 
 
4.    John’s entire ministry—his dress, his message, the place from which he preached—was 

marked by humility. While we do not have to move to the wilderness or change our 
wardrobe, in what ways can we learn from John as we invite others to worship and share 
our faith with them? 
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News & Announcements 

 
Sunday’s Bible Study: 
When Someone We Love Is Afflicted  
With a Terminal Illness  
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM 

     

Lower-Grades Teacher Called for Remainder for the School Year 

Last Sunday, we called Mrs. Michelle Korth to serve as our 3K teacher and to assist in 1st-2nd 
grade for the remainder of the 2023-2024 school year.  This is to fill the vacancy left while Mrs. 
Jensen is on a personal leave of absence. Mrs. Korth lives in Hewitt, WI with her husband and 
child. Please keep Mrs. Korth in your prayers while she deliberates this call. 

Deliver Gift Bags to Shut-ins Dec. 16 

You can brighten someone’s day by delivering a gift bag from the church. All of the people 
receiving gifts are in care facilities, homebound, or a recent widow/widower. You are welcome 
serve as a family; take your little kids with you.  The gift bags will be ready the weekend of Dec. 
16.  To volunteer, please contact Hilde Henkel at 715-435-3547. 

Children’s Christmas Services Next Weekend 

Preschool Christmas Service Dec. 16 | 10:00 AM  
The service is based on Old Testament prophecies. The children have been working on 
recitations and songs. After the service, there will be snacks and fellowship in the gym. Come 
hear our smallest children proclaim the good news! 

School Christmas Service Dec. 16 | 4:00 PM 
This service will take a look at several “Trees of Christmas” including the trees in the Garden of 
Eden, Jesus’ family tree, the “tree” of Calvary, and our modern-day Christmas tree. The service 
includes lots of congregational participation as well as songs and recitations by the school 
children.  

Dress Rehearsal Dec. 15 | 10:00 AM 
Anyone unable to attend the services on Saturday is welcome to 
attend the dress rehearsal. The preschool service will start at 10:00 
am with the K-8 service starting immediately afterwards. Having a 
live audience helps the children get over some of their nervousness 
before the main event.  Note that we will not have preservice music 
by the students at the dress rehearsal.   
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Share the Joy of God’s Promise Fulfilled Dec. 17 | 3:00 PM 

On Sunday, Dec. 17, the choir and band at Northland Lutheran High School will 
present a Christmas concert, Bethlehem’s Child, in their gym.  The concert will 
include some of our own St. Paul’s members. Why not take a music-loving friend! 

Seminary Christmas Concert Today Dec. 10 | 3:00 pm  

The seminary chorus hold its annual Christmas concert this Sunday. You can watch the 
livestream or view the concert later at https://livestream.com/wlslive/2023-christmas-concert. 
The concert would be beautiful background music for your baking, wrapping, or holiday party. 

Holiday Scrip Schedule 

Next Sunday, Dec. 17, will be the last Sunday to order scrip before Christmas, so please think 
ahead to get your shopping done soon! We will not be selling scrip or taking orders on Sunday, 
December 24. Order taking and selling will resume on Sunday, December 31. Thank you for 
supporting Christian education by buying scrip! 

Free Wall Calendars   

Both Herman Taylor Funeral Home and Ritchay Funeral Home have provided us with 2024 wall 
calendars. Both calendars have beautiful photos accompanied by scripture verses. They are 
yours for the taking and can be found on the Ministry Table. 

Healthy Marriage Weekend Jan. 19-21 

Come to the Stella Hotel and Ballroom in Kenosha, WI for a Marriage Enrichment Weekend on 
Jan. 19-21, 2024. The workshop fee includes lodging for two days, breakfast on both days, lunch 
on Saturday, and all workshop materials. The deadline to register is Dec. 19. Register early; space 
is limited. Learn more and register at https://wels.net/marriage-enrichment. Guys, this would 
make a great Christmas gift for your wife. 

Men of His Word Conference Feb. 17 

The 15th annual Men of His Word Conference (Theme: Built to Serve) will be 
held at the Best Western Premier Waterfront Convention Center in Oshkosh 
on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024.  Do you ever wonder if you’re the right man for the 
job? Whether we realize it or not, God has given each of us the exact abilities 
we need to do the work he has planned out for us. TO get details about 
schedule, breakout sessions, keynote speaker, cost, and registration, go to 
www.menofhisword.org. Ladies, this would be a nice gift for a man in your life 
or maybe make this a father/son getaway!   
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Calendar December 10-17 
 

Sunday  8:00 AM Worship 
 9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
 9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 3K-6th 
 10:30 AM Worship 
      

Monday 4:30 PM Choir Practice in the balcony  
 

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
 9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center  
 6:30 PM Stephen Ministries in the Resource Center   
 

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service 
 4:00 PM Midweek Advent Service 
 4:45 PM Fellowship Meal in the cafeteria 
 5:30 PM Handbell Practice 
 6:30 PM Midweek Advent Service 
  

Thursday  7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
 

Friday 10:00 AM Dress Rehearsal for Preschool & School Christmas Services 
   

Saturday  10:00 AM Preschool Christmas Service 
 4:00 PM School Christmas Service 
 

Sunday  8:00 AM Worship 
 9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
 9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 3K-6th 
 10:30 AM Worship  
 3:00 PM Christmas Concert at NLHS 

 

Attendance Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  211 
 

Next Sunday 
Theme: The King Shall Come: He Brings Perfect Joy 
Readings: John 1:6-8, 19-28; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

Upcoming Events 
Dec. 24  Sunday Worship at 9:30 AM 
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Worship at 6:30 AM 
Dec. 25 Christmas Day at 9:30 AM 

NOTE:  
On Sundays, Dec. 24 & 31,  

we will only have one 
morning service at 9:30 am. 
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