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THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS NEAR 

The Second Sunday in Advent 
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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

December 8, 2019 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. It’s encouraging to see 

parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child is restless, you can use the 

Family Room to calm your child.  Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side 

of the Worship Center. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service and 

listening devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers or greeters can help you 

find the restrooms, family room or answer your other questions. 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near! The Forerunner prepares for the coming Christ 

by preaching repentance that brings renewal of life. The Root of Jesse will come in swift 

judgment on the unrepentant but in mercy and grace for God’s people. His coming will 

end the wickedness of the world and usher in a new age restored to the perfection with 

which God made it. 

The liturgical color* for this Sunday is blue, as our eyes are drawn to the blue skies in 

anticipation of our Lord’s return in glory. 

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 

Scripture quotations marked (NIV84) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION . 

NIV. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.TM  Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Hymns and liturgy marked CW can be found in the red hymnals in the pew racks, Christian Worship: A Lutheran 

Hymnal.  Common Service. Words and Music. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903  

                                                
* The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit. 
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THE COMMON SERVICE   

The common service is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church.                                                                                                                                                                                                           

WELCOME 

OPENING SONG  O Jesus, Lamb of God, You Are| CW 27 

Please stand. 

INVOCATION 

Minister (M): In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions.  I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 

I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C:   Amen.  

CHOIR As We Come Together 

Advent is a Latin word that means “coming.” The season of Advent is the four-

week period before Christmas that the Church uses to remember the “coming” of 

the Christ. We are celebrating that he came once as a baby in Bethlehem, and 

that he will come again at the end of time as King of kings and Lord of lords. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray.  

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for our only Son. By his coming give 

us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this 

world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:   Amen. 

Be seated. 

The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 11:1-10 

The Kingdom of Heaven will be unlike anything we've ever seen. 

After the reading, the announcement is made:  

M: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 130| The People’s Psalter 

The choir will sing the refrain once, then all will repeat it.   

Thereafter the choir will sing the verses and the congregation will sing the refrain. 

 
 

Choir – Lord, from the depths to you I cry,  

 Savior, Lord, my prayer receive: 

Who can stand the press of sin?  

Those who in your grace believe. 

Mark not all my sin and shame,  

Lest the burden break my heart; 

Not my heart alone, but yours,  

Your great mercy shall endure. 
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Congregation – Lord, from the depths to you I cry; Lord, hear my prayer. 

 

Choir - Lord, for you my soul awaits;  

 In your word my hope is laid; 

 As the sentries by the dawn  

 For their patience are repaid. 

 Hope in God, O Israel; God,  

 whose steadfast love is sure; 

 Who for us redemption brings;  

 God, whose mercy shall endure. 

 

Congregation – Lord, from the depths to you I cry; Lord, hear my prayer. 

SECOND LESSON  Romans 15:4-13 

The nearing Kingdom gives us hope in God's promises. 

After the reading, the announcement is made: 

M: The Word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God!  

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES 

M:  We light two Advent candles, remembering 

Jesus, who came in history. He came into a 

world of sin and death.  

C: We remember Jesus, who came as the 

promised Messiah. John the Baptist prepared 

the way of the Lord. 

M: We hear his call to repent. 

C: We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire for renewal. 

M:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

C: Through your Word and Spirit our souls be blessed. 

  

The Advent wreath uses two symbols: 

light and an evergreen tree. The 

evergreen represents the constant 

nature of God’s loving promises. The 

light of the flame reminds us of Jesus, 

the Light of the world. As the light 

increases each week, so does our joy as 

we approach the birthday of the Savior. 
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Please stand. 

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 3:1-12 

Pave the way for the Kingdom of heaven to come near! 

After the Gospel, the announcement is made: 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C:   Praise be to you, O Christ! 

CONFESSION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 

look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Be seated. 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE    

The children are invited to come forward for an object lesson.  

HYMN OF THE DAY                                On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s Cry |CW 16 
 Contemporary Setting 
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SERMON -  HEED JOHN’S ADVENT MESSAGE 

Please stand. 

RESPONSE                                        | CW p.20 

 ♫  Create in me a clean heart, O God,  

 and renew a right spirit within me.  

Cast me not away from your presence,  

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation,  

and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

Amen. ♫ 

Be seated. 

OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 

support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide 

church body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to 

participate.  We ask that everyone, guests and members, sign the Friendship 

Register, which will be passed out during the offering.   

If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic 

option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect 

you with our website’s giving page. 

VIDEO – Who Gives the Most  

 

Please stand.  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M:  Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to 

send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets 

of old, you continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior. 

C:  We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy 

the works of the devil. 

 

In place of our usual musical offering, 

devotional videos will encourage us as 

we carry out the giving portion of the 

10 for 10 emphasis. 

This is essentially a song of 

repentance and restoration. 

What a way to put God’s 

Word into practice! 
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M:  As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter 

our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy.  

C:  Move us to take to heart the words of John: “repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 

near.” 

M:  You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and 

strength. Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the 

despairing. In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and 

the frenzy of commercialism.   

C:  Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 

M:  Direct our eyes not only to the manger, but also to the skies, where we will see your 

Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords.  

 Special prayers and intercessions 

M:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 Silent Prayer 

M:  Come quickly, dear Lord, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory.  

C:   Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.  

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 

our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 

Be seated. 

HYMN Comfort, Comfort All My People | CW 11 
 Contemporary Setting 

  

This hymn summarizes the 

messages of Isaiah 40 and John 

the Baptist in Matthew 3. 
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Please stand. 
 

M: Let us pray together. 

C:  Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes 

from above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the 

joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast 

faith and confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.  

 M:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace.  
C:   ♫ Amen.  Amen.  Amen. ♫ 

Be seated. 

CLOSING HYMN When All the World Was Cursed | CW 20 (1,4) 
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS 

1. While we heard from Isaiah 11 today, Isaiah 40 also has multiple connections to 

today’s theme, especially the first eleven verses. Read those verses and connect the 

thoughts to what we hear about John in Matthew 3. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Would John the Baptist be a popular preacher today? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Some of John the Baptist’s words could be twisted to turn people to themselves for 

salvation. With which words could that happen? How do they actually point us to 

God for salvation? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. A few weeks ago, we heard a reading which included Isaiah 65:25, which is similar 

to what we heard from Isaiah 11:6-9 today. The message is nearly identical—what is 

the main theme in both sections? 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY 
Bible Translations: Who, What, Why, and How? 

The Problem with Language 

Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. 

SEE WHAT GREAT LOVE                                                  Dec. 14 | 6:30 PM 

Don’t miss the School Christmas Worship Service next Saturday, Dec. 14 

at 6:30 PM.  The school children will share the Good News of God’s great 

love with you.  Bring a friend!  Come early to hear pre-service music by 

the piano and band students as well as the junior handbell choirs.  

 

COME TO THE DRESS REHEARSAL  Dec. 13 | 10:00 AM 

If you are unable to attend the School Christmas Service on Saturday, you are welcome to 

attend the dress rehearsal on Friday, Dec. 13 at 10:00 AM. Having a live audience helps 

the children get over their nervousness before the main event. 

 

FAMILY CHRISTMAS PARTY  Dec. 15 | 2:00-6:00 PM 

The entire congregation is invited to St. Paul’s Family Christmas party next Sunday 

afternoon. Activities will include a devotion, playing games with the whole family, a 

Christmas craft, decorating cookies, plus an evening meal.  The fun begins at 2:00 PM in 

the cafeteria. 

NEW OFFERING ENVELOPES 

The 2020 offering envelopes were placed in your mailslots this week.  Be sure to pick them 

up, but do not use until next year! Your envelope number may have changed, and if you 

use them in 2019, someone else may get credit for your offering.  If you have more than 

two envelope holders in your family (usually teenagers), look for the extra boxes on the 

table across from the mailslots. If you did not receive envelopes for some reason and 

would like some, please let us know. 
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MIDWEEK ADVENT SERIES  

Angels are, by definition, messengers of God. We are reminded of this throughout God’s 

Word. Join us for our midweek services this Advent to hear three lesser-known Old 

Testament accounts of angels sharing God’s will with others. These services will help us 

all prepare our hearts for the coming Savior. We are also blessed to welcome some guest 

preachers to St. Paul’s as part of this series. 

 December 4 – Angels Proclaim: Tell Them What the LORD Says 

 December 11 – Angels Proclaim: Your Child Brings Deliverance 

 December 18 – Angels Proclaim: The LORD is With You 

Our Advent suppers are served from 4:45-6:00 PM. As usual, we ask that everyone help 

out with the meal once during the season.  The schedule is:  

 Last Names A-J help on Dec. 4 

 Last Names K-O help on Dec. 11 

 Last Names P-Z help on Dec. 18 

ADVENT DEVOTION IN YOUR EMAIL 

If you were unable to pick up an Advent devotion booklet from Martin Luther College 

(MLC), you can still receive the devotions via email through MLC’s website (mlc-

wels.edu/publications/seasonal-devotions). 

DELIVER CHRISTMAS CHEER FOR SHUT-INS!   Dec. 17 

We have an annual tradition of giving fruit baskets to our shut-in members and those who 

are recently widowed.  You can bring a smile to a few shut-ins. To volunteer, please call 

Hilde Henkel (715-435-3547) or email her (henkelfm@wctc.net). 

WHEN THE HOLIDAYS HURT    

The holidays can be a difficult time of year for those experiencing a loss of any kind. The 

sights and sounds of the season, all things that at one time brought such joy, now may 

only serve as painful reminders of loss.  Don’t be reluctant to share your feelings with 

friends and family, and if necessary, seek help. St. Paul’s Stephen Ministers are trained 

and experienced in walking alongside hurting people. To be connected with a Stephen 

Minister, contact Mike Grosskreutz (715-315-2744 ~ mgrosskreutz@tds.net) or Susie 

Dempze (715-424-1324 ~ jscranby@gmail.com).  
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GIVE A GIFT WITH A CHRISTIAN THEME 

Our book store has a nice selection of items that will help you spread the Good News this 

Christmas. There are children’s books, adult coloring books, devotionals, music CDs, and 

more.  Many of these are at discounted prices. Our bookstore is located in the Resource 

Center. Just deposit your payment in the black cash box on the table and take your 

purchases home right away. 

SEND CHRISTIAN CHRISTMAS CARDS 

Let them know the real reason for having a “Merry Christmas” or “Happy Holidays” is 

our Savior, Jesus Christ. Christmas cards with Christen messages are available from our 

bookstore. Boxes of 12-20 cards are priced at $3.00-$4.00. Some individual cards are also 

available for only 50 cents. 

GIVE A SPECIAL EXPERIENCE 

If your loved one doesn’t need more stuff, why not pay their way 

to a Christian event!  Here are some ideas:  

Bus trip to the Ark Encounter & Creation Museum in June. Rates for singles, couples, 

and seniors can be found in the brochure on the ministry table. 

The Cranky Mom Fix: A Women’s Event at St. Paul’s on January 11. Tickets are only $10 

from the church office, High Gear Promotions, or on facebook. 

Richer Marriage: Marriage Retreat in Frankenmuth, Michigan ~ Jan. 31-Feb. 2. Visit 

wels.net/events.  

Men of His Word Conference in Oshkosh on Feb. 8. Visit www.menofhisword.org. 

USE SCRIP FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 

Purchase gift cards from our scrip programs to buy your Christmas gifts and holiday 

foods, pay for travel expenses, or to give as gifts. Scrip is available for many local 

businesses as well as national chains. You can purchase in-stock cards on Sunday 

mornings in the Welcome Center, or in the office during the week. Orders for other cards 

are due by Sunday morning and are usually delivered on Thursday.  (If you have an online 

account set up, you can purchase scrip at any time, even while in the store.) Remember, 

the last day to order physical cards for delivery before Christmas is next Sunday, 

December 15. All of your scrip purchases help support Christian education either at St. 

Paul’s Lutheran School or Northland Lutheran High School. 
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HIRING: BUS DRIVER 

Northland Lutheran High School needs a bus driver for the Wisconsin Rapids route. This 

is a paid part-time position, transporting students from St. Paul’s to NLHS each morning 

and evening.  If you are interested, please contact NLHS at 715-359-3400. 

HIRING: PART-TIME JANITORIAL WORKER 

We are in need of someone to daily clean the restrooms, hallways and more.  This position 

is for 20 hours per week. For more information, please contact Fred Camacho at 715-323-

4566 or facjac@charter.net.  

HIRING: CHILDCARE WORKERS 

Our Little Lambs Childcare needs more workers, so we can serve more families.  The most 

urgent need is for early morning and late afternoon, although more hours are available.  

Duties vary according to age group and time of day. For more information, please contact 

Carole Melso at 715-421-3634 ext. 15 or littlelambs@stpaulswr.org 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Work out with the Wildcats Fundraiser: Saturday, Jan. 4 ~ 9:00-11:00AM  - Zumba, Pound, 

& Yoga at Northland Lutheran High School. 

Pioneer Pancake Brunch: Sunday, January 5 – Pancakes, Potato Pancakes, French Toast, 

Sausage & More in the cafeteria. 

The Cranky Mom Fix: Saturday, Jan. 11 ~ 8:30-11:30 AM – Learn to tame the “momster” 

inside you. Tickets $10. 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT  

Last Week’s Attendance: 142           

Year-to-date average attendance: 242 
 

From July 1, 2019 to November 29, 2019 

Actual ministry income:  $459,720 

Actual cost of ministry:           $471,517        

Mortgage balance:                 $1,443,485  

Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Service at 6:30 PM 

Christmas Morning Service 

at 9:00 AM 
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CALENDAR                           December 8-15 

 

SUNDAY  8:00 AM Worship  

 9:00 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 

 9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 4K-6 in Room 106 

 10:30 AM Worship 

 6:00 PM Advent by Candlelight 
      

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 

 9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 

 6:30 PM  Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center 
  

WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM School Chapel Service  

 4:00 PM Midweek Advent Service 

 4:45 PM Advent Meal in the cafeteria (Helpers K-O) 

 5:30 PM Handbell Choir in the balcony 

 6:30 PM Midweek Advent Service 

 7:30 PM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room 

 7:30 PM Choir in the balcony 
       

THURSDAY   7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 

  2:00 PM Hafermann Singers at Atrium Care Center 

  6:00 PM Men’s Devotional Basketball in the gym 

  6:30 PM A People Close to God in the Resource Center 
 

SATURDAY  6:30 PM School Christmas Service  
   

SUNDAY  8:00 AM Worship  

 9:00 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 

 9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 4K-6 in Room 106 

 10:30 AM Worship 

 2:00 PM Family Christmas Party in the Cafeteria 
  

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Dec. 17 Fruitbasket Delivery 

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Service at 6:30 PM 

Dec. 25 Christmas Morning Service at 9:00 AM         



311 14th Ave S  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495  |  715-421-3634   |  churchoffice@stpaulswr.org 

Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org 
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