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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

December 7, 2025 

Welcome To Worship 
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you. 

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions. 

Service Notes For This Service 
The judge is an important person. You stand when he enters the courtroom. 
What he says must be obeyed. If you are the one on trial, his determinations make 
a big difference in how your life will continue. 

You might be quite nervous if the judge is about to arrive. John invited people to 
turn their nervousness to repentance. He says that the arrival of the Judge is 
imminent, and the kingdom of heaven is near! You are invited to hear John, 

repent, and believe the good news of the coming Savior. 

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 8 of this service folder or 
Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal. 

Those Serving in Worship 
Pastor Peter Plagenz; Accompanist: Tammy Paul; Soloist, Bob Hafermann Jr. 

Acknowledgements 
Setting One from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage 
Version® (EHV®) © 2017 Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Liturgical and musical settings of Scriptur e 
based on text from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used 
by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.  
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The Service 
 
Welcome 
 

Hymn 302 Prepare the Royal Highway 
 
Stand 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession  
God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble. 
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.                                 James 4:6,10 
 

Dear friends, the season of Advent is a time of preparation as we await Christ’s second coming 
on the Last Day. We prepare our hearts to meet him as we humbly seek his forgiveness. 
Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my 
thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not 
loved others as I should. I deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, 
my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him,  
I pray: God have mercy on me, a sinner.  
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

If you, Lord, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand? 
But with you there is forgiveness; therefore, you are feared.               Psalm 130:3,4 

 

Lord, Have Mercy  959 Trisagion 
Please join in sts. 2 & 3. 

 

 

 

st.1 - 
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Text: traditional; Public domain. Tune: Fernando Ortega, b. 1957; © 2011 Kachitower Music. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

  
God’s promise to Abraham and his descendants was fulfilled in the coming of his Son. Jesus 
Christ humbled himself by submitting to God’s law. He humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to death on a cross. God promises to lift up the humble and fill the hungry with good 
things because of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Though he was rich, yet for our sakes he became poor,  
so that we through his poverty might become rich.      2 Corinthians 8:9 

 
Even as we await Christ’s second coming, he comes to us here and now in the words he gives 
his messengers to speak: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

st.2 - 

st.3 - All 
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

We light two Advent candles, remembering Jesus, who came in history. He came into a world 
of sin and death.   
We remember Jesus, who came as the promised Messiah. John the Baptist prepared the 
way of the Lord. 
 

We hear his call to repent. 
We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire for renewal.  
 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.  
Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blest. 
 

The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming, give us 
strength in our conflicts, and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

First Reading Isaiah 11:1–10 

Isaiah gives the credentials of the one who would come to judge. 
1A shoot will spring up from the stump of Jesse, and a Branch from his roots will bear fruit. 

2The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him: the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of 
counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3He will be delighted 
with the fear of the LORD. 

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, nor will he render decisions based on what 
he hears with his ears, 4but with righteousness he will judge the poor, and he will render fair 
decisions in favor of the oppressed on the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his 
mouth, and with the breath from his lips he will put the wicked to death. 5Righteousness will 
be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his hips.  

6The wolf will dwell with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the young goat, the 
calf, the young lion, and the fattened calf together, and a little child will lead them. 7The cow 
and the bear will graze together, and their young ones will lie down together. 
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The lion will eat straw like the cattle. 8The nursing child will play near a cobra's hole, and 
the weaned child will put his hand into a viper's den. 9They will not hurt or destroy anywhere 
on my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters 
cover the sea. 

  10This is what will take place on that day. The peoples will seek the Root of Jesse, who 
will be standing like a banner for the peoples, and his resting place will be glorious. (EHV®) 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm of the Day 130B Remember Your Mercy, O LORD 

The Church sings Psalm 130 in services that emphasize repentance and forgiveness through faith 
in Jesus. 

 

 

 
  
Out of the depths I cry to / you, LORD; 
    Lord, / hear my voice. 
Let your ears be at- / tentive 
    to my cry for / mercy. 
If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, / who could stand? 
    But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, / serve you.  Refrain 
  
I wait for the LORD, my whole / being waits, 
    and in his word I / put my hope. 
I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the / morning, 
    more than watchmen wait for the / morning. 
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Israel, put your hope / in the LORD, 
    for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full re- / demption. 
He himself will redeem / Israel 
    from / all their sins. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
Tune: Michael Joncas © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 
Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer  © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 
Second Reading Romans 15:4–13 

God’s people face the coming judgment with hope, not fear. 

  4Indeed, whatever was written in the past was written for our instruction, so that, through 
patient endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures, we would have hope. 5And may 
God, the source of patient endurance and encouragement, grant that you agree with one 
another in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that with one mind, in one voice, you may glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
  7For this reason, accept one another as Christ also accepted you to the glory of God. 8For      
I am saying that Christ became a servant of those who are circumcised for the sake of God's 
truth, to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs. 9He also did this so that the Gentiles 
would glorify God for his mercy, as it is written: “For this reason I will praise you among the 
Gentiles, and I will sing to your name.” 
  10And again it says: “Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.” 
  11And again: “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples give him praise.” 
  12And again Isaiah says: “There will be a Root of Jesse, and he is the one who will rise up to 
rule the Gentiles; on him the Gentiles will place their hope.” 
  13Now may the God of hope fill you with complete joy and peace as you continue to believe, 
so that you overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (EHV®) 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Luke 3:4,6 
Alleluia. Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.  
And all people will see God’s salvation. Alleluia. 
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Gospel Matthew 3:1–12 

John prepared people for the arrival of the Judge by emphasizing the nearness of the kingdom 
of God. 

  1In those days, John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the wilderness of Judea and saying, 
2“Repent, because the kingdom of heaven is near!” 3Yes, this is he of whom this was spoken 
through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way of 
the Lord. Make his paths straight.’” 
  4John wore clothing made of camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist. His food was 
locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem, all of Judea, and all the region around the Jordan 
were going out to him. 6They were baptized by him in the Jordan River as they confessed their 
sins. 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said 
to them, “You offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8Therefore 
produce fruit in keeping with repentance! 9Do not think of saying to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that God is able to raise up children for Abraham from 
these stones. 10Already the ax is ready to strike the root of the trees. So every tree that does not 
produce good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11I baptize you with water for 
repentance. But the one who comes after me is mightier than I. I am not worthy to carry his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing shovel is in his 
hand, and he will thoroughly clean out his threshing floor. He will gather his wheat into the 
barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” (EHV®) 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated 

 

Children’s Message 
 
Hymn of the Day 316 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
 

Sermon 
 
Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried.  He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.     
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
Be seated 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Prayer of the Church 
Today, the prayer will be offered by individual petitions. Each petition will end this way: 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
  

The final petition will end this way: 
...who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Connect Card and Offering 
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page. 
 

Musical Offering    Even So, Come  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Prayers This Week 
† For Inge Johnson, whose health is failing 
†  
†   
†  
†   

Questions for Examination  
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness? 

† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me? 

† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this 
sacrament? 

† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing 
life? 

† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 
or Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)?  

† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 
Following worship, the pastor would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.  
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The Sacrament 
 
Stand 

 

Preface CW 165 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John the 
Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 
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Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Be seated 

 

Distribution 
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Distribution Hymns 317 When All the World Was Cursed 
  312 Comfort, Comfort All My People 
 
Stand 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

Be Seated 

 
Hymn 318 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 
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Take Home Questions  
 
Isaiah 11:1–10 
1. These verses identify the Messiah and the work he would do. Reread these verses and 

make two lists: one of his qualities or characteristics and another of his actions or work.  
 
 
 

2. What one thing from each list do you think is most important? 
 
 

 
Romans 15:4–13 
3. For what reasons are endurance and encouragement such important qualities in God’s 

people? For what reasons is a spirit of unity such an important quality? 
 
 
 

4. Paul was writing to a congregation filled with both Jews and Gentiles who were working 
out God’s will for their lives and their congregation. What problems may have arisen for 
them? How can we apply this to our lives and our congregation? 
 
 
 

Matthew 3:1–12 
5. In what ways was John’s message reflected in his lifestyle? 

 
 
 

6. What success did John see in his ministry? What resistance did he experience? How did 
John respond to that resistance?  
 
 
 

7. In what ways does John’s ministry inform the ministry we carry out at St. Paul’s? 
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News & Announcements 

   
This Sunday’s Bible Study Hour:  
Watch Out & Keep Away 
Join us in the Bible Study Room at 10:30 AM 

 

Pew Cleaning Party on Saturday Dec. 13 | 9:00 am   

Get the church ready to receive Christmas guests! We are deep cleaning the pews on Saturday 
beginning at 9:00 am. The main focus will be on vacuuming crumbs behind the seat cushions, 
but if there are enough hands, we will also clean/polish the wood. Hope you can help out. 

Midweek Advent  Dec.  10 and 17 

Join us for our midweek Advent service this Wednesday, Dec. 10 at 6:30 pm. The Parent Teacher 
Organization will be serving lasagna in the cafeteria from 5:00 to 6:15 pm. Your freewill offering 
will help support our school. 

Order Scrip for the Holidays 

The deadline to order scrip from Northland Lutheran High School and receive it before 
Christmas is next Sunday, Dec. 14. They will be selling only from stock on Sunday, Dec. 21. Please 
plan ahead for your gift giving and other holiday needs. 

2026 Offering Envelopes Coming Soon 

Many members now give electronically or have their contributions sent directly from their 
retirement accounts. If that describes you and you no longer want/need offering envelopes, 
please let the office know as soon as possible.  Envelopes for 2026 should be issued this week. 

Help with Funeral Meals 

We need more people on our calling list to help with funeral meals. 
Although we usually have about a dozen funerals a year, not all funerals 
include a meal at church, and you are not obligated to serve at every 
funeral, just when you are available. We would divide duties between 
set up, serving, clean up, and take down. If you are willing to be on the 
list, please contact Mike Anderson (715-321-3541) or the church office 
(715-421-3634).  
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Calendar   December 7-14 

Sunday  9:00 AM Sunday Worship 
 10:30 AM  Bible Study in the cafeteria  
 10:30 AM Sunday School  
 2:00 PM Advent by Candlelight 
   

Monday 1:30 PM Spiritual Health Group in the chapel at Wisc Rapids Health Services 
 6:00 PM Choir Practice in the balcony 
 6:30 pm Sisters on a Mission in the Resource Center 
   

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
 9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center  
 6:30 PM Stephen Ministers in the Resource Center 
  

Wednesday 8:45 AM School Chapel Service 
 5:00 PM Advent Fellowship Meal (served by PTO) 
 6:00 PM Catechim Class in room 110 
 6:30 PM  Midweek Advent Worship 
   

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop  
 2:50 PM Principal’s Bible Study in the Welcome Center 
 

Saturday 9:00 AM Pew Cleaning Party  
 

Sunday  9:00 AM Sunday Worship 
 10:30 AM  Bible Study in the cafeteria  
 10:30 AM Sunday School  
 3:00 PM Christmas Concert at Northland Lutheran High School 
   

Attendance Report  
Last Week’s Attendance: 125 
 

Next Sunday    
Theme: Imminent Arrival of the Judge 
Readings: Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 

 
Upcoming Events 
Dec. 20 School Christmas Service at 4:00 PM 
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Service at 6:30 PM 
Dec. 25 Christmas Morning Service at 9:00 AM 
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