
The King Shall Come In Truth

Hymn 514 You Are the Way; through You Alone

Stand
I rejoiced with those who said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord.”

How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty!
Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you.

The Lord is near to all who call on him,
to all who call on him in truth.

Show us your unfailing love, Lord,
and grant us your salvation.

The glory of the Lord will be revealed,
and all people will see it together.

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, 
full of grace and truth.

Prayer Based on Psalm 119
Lord, your Word is our delight. When we were lost in the darkness of sin, you penetrated our 
hearts with the light of your Word. Let it enlighten our paths each day that we may serve you 
in holiness. Let your Word shine through all we say and do that others may see you and praise 
your saving name. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen.

Be seated

Reading John 3:1–12
1 There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling 

council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
who has come from God, for no one can do these miraculous signs you are doing unless God is 
with him.” 3 Jesus replied, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Unless someone is born from above, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.”
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4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a 
second time into his mother’s womb and be born, can he?” 5 Jesus answered, “Amen, Amen, I 
tell you: Unless someone is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God! 
6 Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh. Whatever is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be 
surprised when I tell you that you must be born from above. 8 The wind blows where it pleases. 
You hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9 “How can these things be?” asked Nicodemus. 10 “You are the teacher of Israel,” Jesus 
answered, “and you do not know these things? 11 Amen, Amen, I tell you: We speak what we 
know, and we testify about what we have seen. But you people do not accept our testimony. 
12 If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you 
heavenly things?” (EHV®)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 119H How Shall the Young Secure Their Hearts

Text: Isaac Watts, abr. Tune: Alexander R. Reinagle. Text and tune: Public domain
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Reading 1 John 4:1–6
1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see if they are from God, for 

many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of 
God: Every spirit who confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and every 
spirit who does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you 
have heard is coming and is already in the world. 4 You are from God, dear children, and you 
have overcome the false prophets, because the one in you is greater than the one in the world. 
5 They are from the world. That is why they speak from a worldly perspective and the world 
listens to them. 6 We are from God. The one who knows God listens to us, but whoever is not 
from God does not listen to us. That is how we can distinguish between the spirit of truth and 
the spirit of error. (EHV®)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn 321 God’s Own Son Most Holy
Please sing beginning with the second verse.

Sermon

Stand

Song of Mary CW 220
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord;
    my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
    From this day all generations will call me blessed.

The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name.
He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation.

He has shown the strength of his arm; he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel,
    for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
the promise made to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his children forever. Amen.

Be seated

Connect Card and Offering

Stand
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Prayer
Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy;
in your faithfulness and righteousness, come to my relief.

Spare us, Lord, from the lies of the devil and the attacks of our conscience. Comfort and save 
us in your patient compassion.
Have mercy on us, Jesus.

Guide us, Lord, to the wisdom of your Word and the power of your promises. Take away our 
confusion and doubt.
Have mercy on us, Jesus.

Hear us, Lord, when we come to you in prayer. Make us confident to take you at your word 
and to follow you in faith.
Have mercy on us, Jesus.

Empower us, Lord, to walk in your ways and live in your truth. Fill us with your love, that we 
may love you and one another.
Have mercy on us, Jesus.

Almighty God, you gave your only Son to take on our humanity and to dwell among us. Grant 
that we, who have been born again and made your children in Baptism, may daily be renewed 
by your Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The almighty and merciful Lord—the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit—
bless us and keep us.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 353 Joy to the World
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