
WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 

PREPARE THE WAY FOR THE LORD
The Second Sunday in Advent
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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

December 6, 2020

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. For worshippers 
joining us in person, we are happy you are here. If you have any questions, just ask an 
usher or other volunteer. 

We would love to see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please 
fill out our online Connect Card to let us know where you're worshiping from and how 
we might continue to serve you. You can find a link at www.stpaulswr.org/watch. You 
can also contact us via email or phone (churchoffice@stpaulswr.org or 715-421-3634) with 
any questions or prayer requests.

SPECIAL GUIDELINES DURING THE PANDEMIC

† Please practice social distancing whenever possible. Keep close personal interactions 
to a minimum, especially when inside the building. Please feel free to worship from 
the Welcome Center, if you feel uncomfortable with the number of people in the 
sanctuary. 

† Please practice good hygiene. Masks, hand sanitizer, and kleenex are available in the 
Welcome Center. Our restrooms are located along the hallway on the west side of the 
worship space.

† Large print service folders, hearing devices, and printouts of the Bible readings and 
hymns are available on the Information Booth in the Welcome Center, if you need them.

† Your offering and connect card can be placed in the slots on the top of the Information 
Booth in the Welcome Center. If you have a smartphone, you can fill out the online 
connect card. Empty offering plates will be brought forward and placed on the altar 
to symbolize our sacrifice to God.

† Children’s bulletins can be picked up at the Information Booth in the Welcome 
Center. If your children become fussy, you can quiet them in the Welcome Center.  The 
Children’s Message will still take place.  However, the children will not be invited 
forward. Please keep them with you in your pew.
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† Please wait for the ushers to dismiss you. Following post-service announcements, 
pastor(s) will leave down the side aisles and head outside to greet you. Ushers will 
dismiss worshipers from the back moving forward; and down the center aisle, as well 
as the side aisles. This is to minimize personal contact. Please take this service folder 
with you and dispose of it properly.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
Advent is often called a season of preparation, along with waiting. 
Whenever you wait for something, you also prepare yourself for what 
is to come. So, how do we prepare ourselves for the comings of the 
Lord? Through the messages of Isaiah, John the Baptist, and the apostle 
Peter; through proper use of God’s law and gospel; through repentance 
and absolution. Focusing on those things today, we will prepare the 
way for the Lord.

The liturgical color* for this Sunday is blue, which recalls the color of the sky, from which 
our Lord will come again.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the questions on page 10.  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
Scripture quotations marked (EHV®) are taken from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 
2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission: www.wartburgproject.org.

Hymns and liturgy marked CW can be found in Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.  Common Service. Words and 
Music. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903 

* The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.

QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in 

this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a 

God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 

Synod (WELS) or Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? If not, please hold off on 
communing with us today. Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy 
to explain why we ask you to do this.
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THE COMMON SERVICE  
The common service is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

WELCOME

OPENING SONG O Jesus, Lamb of God, You Are | CW 27
Verse 1-All; 2-Women; 3-Men; 4-All 

Please stand.
INVOCATION
Minister (M): In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation (C): Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and 
of the Holy Spirit.

C:  Amen. 

RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS  CW p.16
M:   In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
C:   ♫ Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

We praise you, we bless you, we worship you,
We glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your great glory,
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father almighty.
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer.
You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.
For you only are holy; you only are the Lord.
You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
Are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. ♫

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming 
give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of 
this world; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C:  Amen. 
Be seated.

The Word

FIRST LESSON -  Isaiah 40:1-11
Isaiah points ahead to how God would prepare the world for the Savior.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY  Psalm 85| CW p.97 
 Pastors will sing the verses; All sing the refrain and the “Glory be…”

All: I will hear what the Lord proclaims: 
Peace to his people. 

M: You showed favor to your land, O LORD;
You restored the fortunes of Jacob.
You forgave the iniquity of your people
And covered all their sins.

- This prayer both summarizes 
what we are about to hear from 
God's Word and asks God to 
bless us in a specific way that 

pertains to the theme of the day.
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Show us your unfailing love, O LORD,
And grant us salvation.

All: I will hear what the Lord proclaims: 
Peace to his people.

M: I will listen to what God the LORD will say;
He promises peace to his people, his saints.
Surely his salvation is near those who fear him,
That his glory may dwell in our land.
Love and faithfulness meet together;
Righteousness and peace kiss each other.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
And to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning,
Is now, and will be forever. Amen.

All: I will hear what the Lord proclaims: 
Peace to his people.

SECOND LESSON - 2 Peter 3:8-14

The Lord's timeline remains a mystery to us; still, 
we must stay prepared.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES
M: We light two Advent candles, remembering Jesus, who came in history. He came 

into a world of sin and death. 
C: We remember Jesus, who came as the promised Messiah. John the Baptist 

prepared the way of the Lord.
M: We hear his call to repent.
C: We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire for renewal.
M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
C: Through your Word and Spirit our souls be blessed.

The general symbolism of the 
Advent Wreath lies in the 

growing light of the wreath, 
increasing each week as we 

approach the birthday of Jesus, 
the Light of the world.
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Please stand.
GOSPEL LESSON Mark 1:1-8
 John prepared hearts through a message of repentance.
After the Gospel, the announcement is made: 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ!

CONFESSION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
For the time being, please keep children with you in the pews for the Children's Message.

HYMN OF THE DAY                               On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry | CW 16
Verse 1-All; 2-Men; 3-Women; 4-Pastors; 5-All 

SERMON   Listen to the Voices of Advent 
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Please stand.
RESPONSE                                       | CW p.20
 ♫ Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence,
 and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with your free Spirit. Amen. 

Be seated.
OFFERING
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church 
body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  If the 
gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, 
you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our 
website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  

Please remain seated. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
M: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to 

send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets 
of old, you continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior.

C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy 
the works of the devil.

M: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter 
our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
near.”

M: You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and 
strength. Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the 
despairing. In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and 
the frenzy of commercialism.  

C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace.

These words from Psalm 
51 lay out a clear path of 

repentance, especially "Do 
not cast me away" and 

"Restore unto me the joy 
of your salvation."
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M: Direct our eyes not only to the manger, but also to the skies, where we will see your 
Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

Special prayer and intercession

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent Prayer

M: Come quickly, dear Lord, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 
C:  Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

Please stand. 
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion

PREFACE |CW p. 21
M: The Lord be with you.
C:  ♫ And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts. 
C:  ♫ We lift them up unto the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C:  ♫ It is good and right so to do.
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed 
to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the 
saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 
glorious song:
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C: ♫ Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: | CW p. 22
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. ♫

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. | CW p.23
C:  ♫ Amen.

C:  ♫ O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace.  
Amen. ♫

Please be seated and await the direction of the ushers.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
If you are in need of gluten free wafers or grape juice, please ask for directions from an usher.

QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

or Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.        
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Please stand.
THANKSGIVING  | CW p.24
C: ♫ Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace according to your word. 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared before 
the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles 
and the glory of your people Israel. ♫

M:  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
C:  ♫ And his mercy endures forever.
M: Let us pray together.
C: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your 

Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us 
pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us 
but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly 
serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace. 

C: ♫  Amen. Amen. Amen.

Be seated.
CLOSING HYMN Comfort, Comfort All My People | CW 11 

Verse 1-All; 2-Women; 3-Men; 4-All 

This hymn echoes the words 
of Isaiah 40 (v. 1, 3), as well 

as Mark 1 (v. 2). It also 
applies the message to our 

lives today (v. 2-4).
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. In what ways do you see 2 Peter 3:9 applying to today’s readings? In other words, 
during what times might people have thought that God was acting too slowly? 

a. At what times in your life do you think that God is working too slowly? 

b. What comfort can you take from those times?

2. Line up Mark 1:1-8 and Isaiah 40:1-11 side by side. How many ways can you find by 
which John the Baptist fulfills the words of Isaiah?

3. Few sections of Scripture are as “flexible” as Isaiah 40. It could be used for just about 
any occasion in the Christian life. Consider how it might be used for a) a funeral, b) a 
wedding, c) a baptism, d) a school opening, e) a church anniversary, f) Christmas 
Eve, and g) Good Friday.

4. In what ways does knowing “the Word of our God endures forever” bring you 
comfort in a time like 2020?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY
While We Wait for Jesus’ Return
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM 
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

LEARN ABOUT LUTHER PREPARATORY SCHOOL Dec. 9 | 8:55 AM

Luther Preparatory School (LPS) will be here on this Wednesday, Dec. 9.  LPS is located 
in Watertown, WI, but offers on campus housing. The presentation is in conjunction with 
St. Paul’s School chapel service. Everyone is welcome to attend and learn more about LPS.

HELP US DISTRIBUTE THE OFFERING ENVELOPES

Right now, a lot of our members are watching worship from home and mailing in their 
offerings. However, that means they are not here to pick up their 2021 offering envelopes. 
You can help us get those envelopes distributed by taking the envelopes of your friends, 
neighbors, and relatives to their homes. Call first and leave them on their door step in a 
plastic grocery bag. (No contact drop off.)

Why don't we just mail them?  Postage on a box of envelopes is $5.19.  That adds up 
quickly! Any boxes you can drop off for us would be a big help.

CHRISTMAS CONCERTS LIVESTREAMED Dec. 13 | 3:00 PM

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Mequon, Wis., will be presenting “Christmas at the 
Seminary,” a choral concert, next Sunday, Dec. 13.  The concert will be livestreamed at 
3:00 PM at livestream.com/WLSLive. Luther Preparatory School, Watertown, Wis., will 
also be livestreaming its Christmas concert next Sunday at 3:00 PM plus on Thursday, 
Dec. 17 at 10 AM. You can watch it at livestream.com/lps/concerts2021. 

DECEMBER 28 AT-RISK SERVICE CANCELLED

We have decided to cancel the December 28, Monday Worship Service for At-Risk 
Individuals. If you are not comfortable joining us for one of the special worship 
opportunities during those weeks, we hope you join us online or watch worship on TV.
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SCHOOL CHRISTMAS SERVICE WILL BE PRE-RECORDED

Due to Covid-19 concerns, this year’s School Christmas Service will not 
be a live event. The service will be pre-recorded. Originally the service 
was scheduled for Dec. 19. The recording will be posted on our website 
and facebook on Dec. 24.  It will also be shown on public access cable 
television. Look for a schedule of broadcast times in future bulletins.

PIES & MORE STILL AVAILABLE 

The Willing Workers have done the prep, so you have one less task to worry about. Pick 
up some frozen items to keep on hand for those times when the holidays get hectic. Quarts 
of chili are $7, take-and-bake apple pies are $12, pie shells are 4 for $6, and cranberry relish 
is only $3. You can pick some up from the church office during the week (8 AM-4 PM), or 
if you know a Willing Worker, she may be able to help you on Sunday.

BUY YOUR GIFT CARDS THROUGH SCRIP

Sometimes a gift card makes the perfect present. Instead of purchasing them in a store, 
buy them through our scrip programs and help fund Christian schools.  We carry cards 
for several stores and restaurants in stock at the church. You can purchase them in the 
Welcome Center on Sunday morning or in the office during the week. Hundreds of other 
gift cards can be ordered and delivered to your church mailslot in time for Christmas.  
Browse the selection at shopwithscrip.com/shop.  Need a last minute gift, print an eGift 
Card and put it in a greeting card or attach it to a small item like candy. For more on how 
scrip works, call Deb DeWilde at 715-569-4018 or visit stpaulswr.org/scrip.

SHOP ST. PAUL'S BOOKSTORE

St. Paul's Bookstore carries Christian books, cards, and other items year round. Right now, 
they have a display of seasonal items in the Welcome Center including children's books, 
Christmas music, small gifts, and individual & boxed Christmas cards.  More books are 
stocked just inside the door to the Resource Center.  Place your payment in the black cash 
box on the Welcome Center display.
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CALENDAR                        December 6-13

SUNDAY              8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship 

MONDAY           11:00 AM Worship for at-risk individuals

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center

WEDNESDAY 8:55 AM Chapel Service & Luther Prep Presentation
4:00 PM Midweek Advent Worship
5:30 PM Handbell Practice
6:30 PM Midweek Advent Worship
7:30 PM People Close to God Class

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
6:00 PM Men’s Devotional Basketball in the gym

SUNDAY     8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT
Last Week’s Attendance: 139      
From July 1, 2020 to November 27, 2020 
Actual ministry income:  $392,632
Actual cost of ministry:   $427,377         

Mortgage balance:  $1,329,437

Christmas 
Eve 

Worship at 
4:00 & 
6:30 PM

Christmas 
MORNING
 at 9:30 

AM
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