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WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are 
here. If you have any questions, just ask an usher or other volunteer. Please also fill out 
our Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
People tend to feel a lot of pressure this time of year. We want our 
houses to look good for out-of-town guests. We want to impress 
people with the thoughtfulness of our gifts. What a welcome relief, 
therefore, to hear what is required to meet the Lord: only repentance. 
You see, Jesus is not someone we need to impress with our good 
works. Indeed, repentance is the opposite of work. Repentance is the 

humble admission of our sin combined with the joyful trust that everything needed to 
bring us close to God has already been done by him. Thank the Lord that he humbles us 
when he comes near; for then we are rightly prepared to meet him.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 7 of this service folder 
or Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal.  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

The Service: Setting One. Words and Music: Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. © 2021 Northwestern Publishing 
House. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903  
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THE SERVICE: SETTING ONE
Starting on page 154 of the blue hymnal

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN Dawning Light of Our Salvation | 311
Pastor will sing verse 1; please join in the refrain and subsequent verses.

Stand
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION on page 154
Beginning with “If we claim…”

LORD HAVE MERCY on page 156

GLORY BE TO GOD on page 157

The Word
The service continues on page 160.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you

Please understand that there have been some unexpected delays with the release of the Service 
Builder. This software would help us create a more complete service folder like we have grown 
used to. Until we have access to that, we will be producing service folders that rely much more 

heavily on using the hymnal as part of the worship experience. 
All hymns and page numbers, unless otherwise noted, correspond to the blue hymnal.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming give us 
strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.
Be seated 

FIRST READING Malachi 3:1-7b
The Lord humbles our hearts so that we might stand on the Last Day.
After the reading: 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 66 (in the front of the hymnal)
Pastor will sing the verses; please join in the refrain and the “Glory be to the Father…”

The service continues on page 160.
SECOND LESSON Philippians 1:3-11
Producing love and humility within us is God's work. After the reading: 

After the reading: 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!

Stand

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES (in place of the Gospel Acclamation)
We light two Advent candles, remembering Jesus, who came to this world of sin and death.
We remember Jesus, who came as the promised Messiah. John the Baptist prepared 
the way for the Lord.
We hear his call to repent.
We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire for renewal.
Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.
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GOSPEL Luke 3:1-6
God sent his messenger, John the Baptist, to prepare people to meet the Lord. 
After the reading of the Gospel: 
This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated. 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

HYMN OF THE DAY On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry | 316

SERMON   The Lord Completes His Work     

Stand 
CREED  Nicene Creed on page 162
Be seated

NEW MEMBER WELCOME Bruce & Pat Jackson, Emily Klein, Ben & Kim Ristow

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to 
send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of 
old, you continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior.
We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy the 
works of the devil.

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our 
pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 
Move us to take to heart the words of John: “repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
near.”
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You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. 
Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In 
these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of 
commercialism.  
Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace.

Direct our eyes not only to the manger, but also to the skies, where we will see your Son 
coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

Special prayer and intercession

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent Prayer

Come quickly, dear Lord, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 
Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

OFFERING
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out 
of thanks to him. Guests, please don’t feel obligated to take part in the offering.  
We’re just happy you’re here as our guest to hear and take to heart the message 
of Jesus. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING                                                                    Dawning Light of Our Salvation  

The Sacrament

Stand
PREFACE on page 165

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY on page 167

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING on page 168
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LORD’S PRAYER on page 168

WORD OF INSTITUTION on page 168

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD on page 169

DISTRIBUTION
Be seated and await the direction of the ushers.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS To be sung during the Distribution
Comfort, Comfort All My People | 312

Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face | 660

Stand
RESPONSES                                                                                                                              on page 170 

BLESSING on page 170
Be seated

CLOSING HYMN Arise, O Christian People | 310 v.3,4

QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

or Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this. 

For further examination questions, see page 295 of the blue hymnal.       
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. Reread Malachi 3:2-3. What do the different pictures in these verses add to our 
understanding of lives of repentance?

2. In what ways are Malachi and Luke’s quotation of Isaiah 40 fulfilled in Jesus’ first 
coming? In what ways will they be fulfilled in his second coming?

3. List all the different outcomes of Paul’s prayer in Philippians 1:9-11. What might 
each of these outcomes look like in your everyday life?

4. What obstacles in us or the world around us stand in the way of humbly embracing 
repentance?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL MEETING TODAY Dec. 5 | 9:15 AM

We will be meeting between the services today to call a 1st-2nd grade teacher for next 
school year. The meeting will probably be brief, so the usual Bible class will be held 
immediately following the meeting.

BRING COOKIES!  Dec. 8 & 15 | 4:45-6:00 PM

Have you been doing some baking?  Bring some of your extras to the fellowship meal 
this Wednesday. Let your church family enjoy some of your holiday treats while you 
enjoy a warm meal and fellowship.

SHARE HOLIDAY CHEER  Dec. 18 | 9:00 AM

Let our shut-ins know they are still treasured members of St. Paul's. Help deliver fruit 
and holiday cheer on December 18 at 9:00 AM. Call Hilde Henkel 435-3547 or email 
henkelfm@wctc.net if you can help out.

SCHOOL CHRISTMAS SERVICE Dec. 18 | 6:30 PM

St. Paul’s Lutheran School will have a live Christmas service this year. The 
schoolchildren will lead us in worship through music and bible readings. 
Invite your friends and family to attend!

CHRISTMAS CONCERT AT NLHS Dec. 19 at 3:00PM 

Join Northland Lutheran High School’s (NLHS) choir and band as they celebrate the 
season with a Christmas concert in the school gym.

SAVE YOUR COKE CAPS

If your holiday gatherings involve drinking Coke drinks, please save the bottle caps or 
codes inside the cardboard packs. The codes earn us money to fund school field trips. 
You can drop off your accumulated caps and codes on the lost & found table in the school 
commons or in the office.
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GIVE SOMETHING THAT WILL HELP THEM GROW THEIR FAITH

Pay for your loved one to attend a spiritual retreat. Make up your own gift certificate to 
give them at Christmas.

For Him: Let him know he is not just a winner in your book, he more than 
a conquer through Christ Jesus! The annual Men of His Word Conference 
will be held in Oshkosh on Saturday, February 19, 2022. This one-day 
conference is only $50, or splurge and add a hotel stay.  More information 
can be found at www.menofhisword.org.

For Her: The Pathways to Christ Retreat in Oshkosh runs Friday evening 
through Sunday morning, March 4-6. However, there are options to 
attend only one or two days of the event. The cost is as little as $80, and 
hotel accommodations are available at the retreat site.  Learn more at  
pathwaystochrist.org.

COMING CHRISTMAS CONCERTS

There is nothing like the sound of God’s people joining together in song. 
Concerts from our ministerial education schools will be livestreamed on 
the following days (or you can watch the archived version later).

Dec. 5 at 4:00PM– Martin Luther College (MLC) choir, The Wind Symphony and the 
Hosanna Ringers will open the Advent season at the Chapel of Christ on the MLC campus. 
Watch or listen at mlc-wels.edu/streams.

Dec. 12 at 3:00PM – Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary (WLS) will present their service of 
lessons and carols. This 65-voice choir is composed of men studying for the pastoral 
ministry. Watch or listen at livestream.com/WLSLive.

Dec. 12 at 3:00PM – Luther Preparatory School (LPS) band and choir will present their 
Christmas concert. Watch or listen at livestream.com/lps.

CORRECTION  

Rich Herrman’s phone number was printed incorrectly in the newsletter article, “Who’s 
My Elder.” Those assigned to his care can contact Rich at 414-559-6405. 
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CALENDAR                                December 5-12
SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  

9:15 AM Call Meeting/Bible Study in church
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the West Wing 
9:15 AM Sunday School (grades 3K-6)

10:30 AM Worship
6:00 AM Advent by Candlelight

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center

6:30 pm Unified Board Meetings 

WEDNESDAY 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
4:00 PM Midweek Advent Worship
4:45 AM Advent Fellowship Meal in the cafeteria
6:30 PM Midweek Advent Worship

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the West Wing 
9:15 AM Sunday School (grades 3K-6)

10:30 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 

Last Week’s Attendance:  198   

From July 1, 2021 to December 2, 2021 
Actual ministry income: $ 495,229
Actual cost of ministry: $ 470,810

Mortgage balance:  $1,196,233  
Organ Fund balance: $ 44,312

 
 

And everyone will see
the salvation of God.

- Luke 3:6
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


