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Welcome to Worship 
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We 
are happy you are here. Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know 
how we might continue to serve you. 

Service Notes 

Scripture says it was hard to miss, because God placed it “in the middle 
of the garden”—the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Adam 
and Eve were allowed to eat from every tree in Eden except that one. 
Why did God forbid them from eating the fruit of that one tree? 
Simply so that mankind would have one way to demonstrate they 
loved and trusted God. By disobeying God, Adam and Eve proved they 
didn’t fully trust him. More, they proved that they loved the thought of 
being in control more than they loved God. It was rebellion. Still today, 
we rebel against our good and gracious God when we love or trust 
anything more than him.  

That Tree of Rebellion points to the need for Christ. We needed God to 
send a Savior who would succeed where we fail. The Christ would be 
the only man who ever loved and trusted God perfectly. More, while 
hanging on a tree, the Christ would shed his blood for our rebellion. It 
is the first tree in the Bible that serves as a Christmas tree. . . a tree that 
points us to Christ—the Tree of Rebellion. 
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Vespers 
 
Hymn 309 The Advent of Our King 
 

Opening Sentences 
Jesus Christ is the light of the world, 
the light no darkness can overcome. 
  

Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, 
and the day is almost over. 
  

Be our light and scatter the darkness, 
and hear our evening prayer and praise. 
 

Psalm 1B How Truly Blest Are They 

 

 

 
 

5 How will they bear to stand 
    before that judgment seat 
where all the saints at Christ’s right hand 
    in full assembly meet? 

 

6 God knows and he approves 
    the way the righteous go, 
but sinners and their works shall meet 
    a dreadful overthrow. 
Text: Isaac Watts, alt. Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551, alt. Text and tune: Public domain  
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First Reading Genesis 3:1–15 

  1Now the serpent was more clever than any wild animal which the 
LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Has God really said, ‘You 
shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 
  2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees of 
the garden, 3but not from the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of 
the garden. God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it. You shall not 
touch it, or else you will die.’” 
  4The serpent said to the woman, “You certainly will not die. 5In fact, 
God knows that the day you eat from it, your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
  6When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 
was appealing to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one 
wise, she took some of its fruit and ate. She gave some also to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 
  7The eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized that they 
were naked. They sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for 
their waists. 8They heard the voice of the LORD God, who was walking 
around in the garden during the cooler part of the day, and the man 
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among 
the trees of the garden. 
  9The LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 
  10The man said, “I heard your voice in the garden, and I was afraid, 
because I was naked, so I hid myself.” 
  11God said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten 
from the tree from which I commanded you not to eat?” 
  12The man said, “The woman you gave to be with me—she gave me 
fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 
  13The LORD God said to the woman, “What have you done?” 
 The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
  14The LORD God said to the serpent: 

Because you have done this, 
you are cursed more than all the livestock, 
and more than every wild animal. 
You shall crawl on your belly, 
and you shall eat dust all the days of your life. 
15I will put hostility between you and the woman, 
and between your seed and her seed. 
He will crush your head, 
and you will crush his heel. (EHV®) 
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Second Reading Galatians 3:7–13 

  7Understand, then, that those who believe are the children of 
Abraham. 8Foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, 
Scripture proclaimed the gospel in advance to Abraham, saying, “In 
you, all nations will be blessed.” 9So then, those who have faith are 
blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. 
  10In fact, those who rely on the works of the law are under a curse. 
For it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do 
everything written in the book of the law.”  11Clearly no one is declared 
righteous before God by the law, because “The righteous will live by 
faith.” 12The law does not say “by faith.” Instead it says, “The one who 
does these things will live by them.”  
  13Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse 
for us. As it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree.” (EHV®)  
 

Gospel Matthew 3:4–10 
  4John wore clothing made of camel's hair, with a leather belt around 
his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem, all of 
Judea, and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him. 
6They were baptized by him in the Jordan River as they confessed their 
sins. 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming 
for his baptism, he said to them, “You offspring of vipers, who warned 
you to flee from the coming wrath? 8Therefore produce fruit in 
keeping with repentance! 9Do not think of saying to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that God is able to raise up 
children for Abraham from these stones. 10Already the ax is ready to 
strike the root of the trees. So every tree that does not produce good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” (EHV®) 

 
Hymn 574 The Tree of Life 

 
Sermon 
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Song of Zechariah CW 212 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer  © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by 
permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 
Offering & Connect Card 
 

Lord, Have Mercy 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and 
for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Prayer for Peace 
Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come 
from you. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot 
give, that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments. Defend 
us also from the fear of our enemies, that we may live in peace and 
quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Let us praise the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Blessing 
The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn 323 Creator of the Stars of Night 
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