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A Real Christmas Requires

Remembering Why Christ Came
First Sunday in Advent




St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church | wisconsin Rapids, Wi

December 1, 2024

Welcome To Worship TV ki
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here.
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Service
It is easy to get so caught up in the imagery—a tiny newborn baby, lying in the

! ‘ straw filled manger under a star-filled sky—that we forget the why. Why did the
H !! Son of God come into our world and take on human flesh? So that he might die

as the sacrifice for our sins. One Christmas carol puts it this way. “Neither crib
nor cross refuses, all he suffers for your good to redeem you by his blood.”

Advent marks the start of a new Church Year. We begin at the end, watching Jesus ride into
Jerusalem on a donkey colt, knowing full well that he would be killed before the end of the week.
The events of Palm Sunday serve as a microcosm for all Jesus’ work, proving the Son of God was
willing to humble himself and endure anything for our salvation. That is precisely why Christ
came. And a real Christmas requires remembering why Christ came.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal
preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page u of this service folder or
Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal.

Those Serving in Worship
Preacher: Pastor Glen Seefeldt; Liturgist: Staff Minister Randy Pahl; Accompanist: Sue Kulhanek;
Musical Offering: Bob Hafermann Jr. and Kristi Perry
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The Service: Setting One

After the gathering rite, the service continues with The Word on page 160 of the hymnal.
Welcome

Hymn 302 Prepare the Royal Highway
Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. James 4:6,10

Dear friends, the season of Advent is a time of preparation as we await Christ’s second coming
on the Last Day. We prepare our hearts to meet him as we humbly seek his forgiveness.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

If you, Lord, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand?
But with you there is forgiveness; therefore, you are feared. Psalm 130:3,4



Response by Song Leaders
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Text: anonymous, alt. Tune: Scottish Text and tune: Public domain

Absolution

God’s promise to Abraham and his descendants was fulfilled in the coming of his Son. Jesus
Christ humbled himself by submitting to God’s law. He humbled himself by becoming
obedient to death on a cross. God promises to lift up the humble and fill the hungry with good
things because of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Though he was rich, yet for our sakes he became poor,

so that we through his poverty might become rich.

2 Corinthians 8:9

Even as we await Christ’s second coming, he comes to us here and now in the words he gives
his messengers to speak: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Response 956 Holy Is Your Name (st.3, 4)
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Text: anonymous, alt. Tune: Scottish. Text and tune: Public domain

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

We light one Advent candle, remembering Jesus, who will come again. He will gather his
people from everywhere, both the living and the dead.

We remember Jesus, who will come at the end of time. None of us knows what day that
will be.

We hear his call to watch.

We light one Advent candle as a sign of our watchfulness and waiting.

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.

Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blest.

While the candles are being lit, the congregation sings:
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength, and save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated



First Reading

Jeremiah 33:14-16

The LORD promised that a descendant of King David would be our righteous Savior.

“Listen, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the good promises that I
have spoken to the house of Israel and concerning the house of Judah.

5In those days and at that time, I will cause a righteous Branch to grow up from David's
line. He will establish justice and righteousness on earth. *°In those days Judah will be saved,
and Jerusalem will dwell securely. This is what she will be called: The LORD Our

Righteousness. (EHV©)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day

24B Welcome the King
Song leaders will sing the verses; please join to sing the refrain.
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5  Who is this glorious one, for whom we are waiting?
We wait the mighty LORD, our God celebrating. (Refrain)

6  Come, lift your heads with joy; come, lift up your tower;
the King of glory comes in full might and power. (Refrain)

7  Who is this King of glory of whom we’re singing?
Our God, this LORD of hosts, the vict'ry is bringing. (Refrain)

Text (sts. 1-7): Arlo D. Duba;j (Ref): Northwestern Publishing House © 1986 Arlo D. Duba; (Ref): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no.
719903. Tune: Israeli; Public domain

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

Christ came the first time so that by his saving work we might be found blameless and holy
when he comes again.

9Indeed, how can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have before God
on account of you? °Night and day we are praying earnestly to see you in person and to supply
what is lacking in your faith.

"May God our Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. ?And may the Lord
increase your love and make it overflow for each other and for all people, just as ours does for
you, 3so that he may establish your hearts as blameless in holiness before our God and Father,
when our Lord Jesus comes with all his saints.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Gospel Acclamation Zechariah 9:9
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Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Gospel Luke 19:28-40
Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a donkey colt, knowing he would soon be put to death. This is why
Christ came.

2BAfter Jesus had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. *°As he came
near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his
disciples ahead, 3°saying, “Go to the village ahead of you. When you enter it, you will find a
colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it here. 3'And if anyone asks you,
‘Why are you untying it? you will say this: ‘The Lord needs it.”

2Those who were sent ahead went and found things just as he had told them. 33As they
were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?”

34They said, “The Lord needs it.”

35Then they brought the colt to Jesus. They threw their robes on the colt and set Jesus on it.
3%As he went along, people spread their robes on the road. 37As he was approaching the slope
of the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began to praise God joyfully, with a loud
voice, for all the miracles they had seen, 3¥saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name
of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”

39Some of the Pharisees from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!”

4°He replied, “I tell you, if these people would be silent, the stones would cry out.” (EHV®)

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 301 Savior of the Nations, Come

Sermon REMEMBER THE BRANCH
1. Remember the Roots
2. Remember the Fruits

Stand

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
9



Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated

Prayer of the Church

Today, the prayer will be offered by individual petitions. Each petition will end this way:
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

The final petition will end this way:
...who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Special Prayers This Week

T  For Fred Camacho & his family as Fred deals with his cancer
T  For the family of Carla Mayes’ brother, Tim Bennett. He passed away from lung cancer.

—+ = =+ =

10



Connect Card and Offering

Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him. If the gospel message
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR
code with your mobile phone. It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering Hosanna, Loud Hosanna!

Questions for Examination

Do I believe that | am a sinner in need of forgiveness?

Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?

Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
Am [ a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)?

If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today.
Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.

-+ ===

The Sacrament
Stand

Preface CW 165
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John the
Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our

Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in

him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of

the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released
from eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
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Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Be seated

Distribution

Distribution Hymn 360 Behold, a Branch Is Growing
Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 313 Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes
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Take Home Questions

Jeremiah 33:14-16
1. In what ways would Christ, the righteous Branch, “establish justice and righteousness on
earth?”

2. In what ways are we personally affected by the righteousness he would bring? (Hint: read
Romans 1:16-17)

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
3.  What spiritual growth did Paul hope would come to the Thessalonians?

4. In what ways might we be able to grow in this way within our family of believers here at St.
Paul’s?

Luke 19:28-40
5. Luke is the only gospel writer that records these words of the crowd in verse 38. These

words are remarkably similar to those of another crowd at what other event in Jesus’ life?
(Hint: read Luke 2:14)

6. In what ways do these events connect?

7. In what ways do these events encapsulate the purpose of the Son of God coming to earth?

15



News & Announcements

S \ 1 //,
This Sunday’s Bible Study Hour:
|| \ 1 Peter 2:18-25
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
Midweek Advent Service Begin Wednesday Dec. 4, 11&18

Focus on your Savior’s coming and share a warm meal with your church family. Our Wednesday
Advent Services begin this week - at 4:00 & 6:30 pm. We will look at some of the trees in scripture
that point us to Christ.

Between the services, you can enjoy a meal served by the members of one our church’s service
and bible study groups. The meal is served from 4:45 to 6:00 pm, so you can either stay after the
first service or come before the second service. If you love to bake Christmas treats, please bring
some along to share with others at the meal.

Advent Devotions

Booklet - We have full-color advent devotion booklets from Martin Luther College. Each daily
devotion takes only a couple of minutes to read. Pick up a booklet from the Welcome Center.

Digital - The MLC devotions are also available in a digital form. You can subscribe at mlc-
wels.edu/publications/seasonal-devotions. WELS Women’s Ministry also offers daily Advent
devotions at wels.net/wm-advent-devotions.

A REAL

CHRISTMAS

Calendar - We have an advent calendar coloring sheet to help children count =
down the days to Christmas. Each Sunday is designated by an image that ;7;,7?;
symbolizes the theme of the Sunday service, and the Wednesdays are designated  [4713/[13) 14| lov

by a Christmas trees, the theme our midweek services. These calendars are near [i]/7/7a]19]120
the Advent booklets in the Welcome Center. 21§23 %[

ADVENT 2024

Christmas for Kids on Saturday Dec. 7| 9:00-11:45 am

Do you have a neighbor or co-worker that could use a break from their kids? Tell them about
Christmas for Kids coming this Saturday morning. We have lots of volunteers lined up to tell
the children about Jesus. Parents can pre-register online to just bring the kids on Saturday.

Want to help? We still have openings for childcare/babysitting for age 0-3 and for group helpers.
There are also food items that are need for the lunch. You can sign up for these opportunities at
the Ministry Table.
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A Christmas Carol Radio Play at NLHS

Northland Lutheran High School’s Drama Club will present an adaptation of
Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol on Friday, Dec. 6 at 7:00 pm and Saturday,
Dec. 7 at 7:00 pm. Tickets are only $5 for adults and $3 for children. The tickets
are available at the door. Hot drinks, Christmas cookies, and other treats will be
available from the concession stand. NLHS is located at 2107 Tower Rd in
Kronenwetter.

Carpooling Reminder

Advent by Candlelight in Marshfield is today - Sunday, Dec. 1. If you want to carpool, please
meet in St. Paul’s parking lot at 1:00 pm.

Book Your Photography Session for the New Church Directory

Someone is available in the Welcome Center this Sunday to help you book
your photo session for the upcoming church directory. We have professional
photographers coming Feb. 6-8 & 10-12. There is no cost to you, and you will
receive a free 5 x 7 or 8 x 10 for participating. We encourage families and
people who want multi-generational shots to book early, because these
session require more time. If you need to consult your calendar, you can use
the QR code or visit https://book.usesession.com/s/MotFamu]]J- to schedule
an appointment online, or call the church office.

Small Denomination Gift Cards Available from Scrip

Small denomination gift cards make great stocking stuffers and thank you gifts. You can order
yours from our scrip program and also earn money for tuition. Orders will be taken every Sunday
during the holiday season with deliveries expected on Wednesday afternoons. The last day to order
physical cards and receive them before Christmas is Sunday, Dec. 15. To learn more, see the Scrip
Table in the Welcome Center or visit RaiseRight.com.

Winter Retreat for Young Adults 18-25 Jan. 10-11

If you are in the 18-25 generation, you can connect with other young
adults at the Awake and Alive Winter Retreat in Brookfield, WI on Jan.
10-11. You will gain a deeper understanding of God’s Word in a supportive

| )
Wm@@ and engaging setting. The cost is only $35. Learn more and register at

awakealive.com.
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Christmas Concerts - Live and Recorded

Northland Lutheran High School (NLHS) will hold their Christmas Concert, “Let
Heaven and Earth Rejoice,” on Sunday, Dec. 15 at 3:00 pm. This performance will
involve their chorus, ensemble, Northwinds, the high school band, and a grade
school band that will include some St. Paul’s students.

This is a live concert only and will not be recorded. However, if you would enjoy some recorded
music, below is a list of concerts from our synodical school, which will be livestreamed and
archived for future viewing/listening.

Martin Luther College Christmas Concert on Sat, Dec. 7 at 7:30 pm.
Watch and listen at mlc-wels.edu/streams/

Christmas at the Seminary on Sun, Dec. 8 at 3:00 pm.
Watch and listen at vimeo.com/wlslive.

Luther Prep Christmas Concert on Sun, Dec. 15 at 3:00 pm.
Watch and listen at www.Ips.wels.net/apps/pages/Ipsconcertsstream

Michigan Lutheran Seminary Christmas Concert on Fri, Dec. 20 at 6:00 pm.
Watch and listen at www.youtube.com/c/MichiganLutheranSeminary

Last Day to Order Tickets Jan. 2| 7:00 pm

This Sunday is that last day to order discount tickets for WELS Night at the Bucks on Thursday,
Jan. 2, 2025. Join WELS members for an evening of fellowship, fun, and basketball. The
Milwaukee Bucks will take on the Brooklyn Nets at 7:00 pm at Fiserv Forum. This is a great gift
for the basketball fan in your life! Order your tickets at fevo-enterprise.com/event/WELS25.

Upcoming Events (ome celebrate the Savior’s pjpc,
Dec.15 Christmas Concert at NLHS

Dec. 21 School Christmas Service

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Service at 6:30 pm
Dec. 25 Christmas Day Service at 9:30 am _
Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve Service at 6:30 pm it
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MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICES

Wednesdays, Dec. 4, 11 & 18
4:00 & 6:30 PM

]
A

Dec. 7, 2024

. . 9:00 to 11:45 Lunch to follow
SUpper Served 445'600 PM St Paul's Lutheran Church 311 14™ Ave S (across from splash pad)
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Calendar December 1-8

Sunday 8:00 AM  Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Sunday School for (3K-5th grade)
10:30 AM  Worship

Monday 1:45 AM  Serving at FOCUS Food Pantry
4:30 PM  Choir Practice in the Balcony

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM  Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
3:45 PM  Serving at FOCUS Food Pantry
6:30 PM Unified Board Meetings

Wednesday 8:30 PM Principal to Parent Bible Study
8:55 PM School Chapel Service
4:00 PM Midweek Advent Service
4:45PM Fellowship Meal
6:30 PM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
6:30 PM Midweek Advent Service

Thursday 7:00 AM  Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
11:45 AM  Serving at FOCUS Food Pantry

Friday 11:45 AM  Serving at FOCUS Food Pantry

Saturday 9:00 AM Christmas for Kids

Sunday 8:00 AM  Worship

9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM  Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship

Attendance Report

Last Week’s Attendance: 172 The LORD
Our Righteousness

Next Sunday
Theme: A Real Christmas Is Rooted in Repentance
Readings: Malachi 3:1-7b; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz | 920-689-3036 | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org
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