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Imminent Arrival of the King 

First Sunday in Advent 

 

Rejoice! 

The Lord is near. 
 

- Philippians 4 
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

November 30, 2025 

Welcome To Worship 
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you. 

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions. 

Service Notes For This Service 
The king is an important person. His arrival at our place can mean something 
quite different to us depending on our relationship with him. We might fear his 
arrival if we expect him to punish us. We might welcome his arrival if we expect 
him to validate us. Either way, we expect his arrival to be a big deal. How would 
it make us feel if we heard that his arrival would be informal and familiar? 

Advent marks the start of a new Church Year. We begin at the end, watching King Jesus ride 
into Jerusalem on a donkey colt, knowing full well that he will be killed before the end of the 
week. The events of Palm Sunday serve as a microcosm for all Jesus’ work, proving the King of 
the universe was willing to humble himself and endure anything for our salvation. That is 
precisely why Christ came. That is why we anticipate his imminent arrival not with worry but 
with joy. 

Those Serving in Worship 
Pastor Dennis Valleau; Accompanist: Tammy Paul; Soloist, Mary Venus 
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The Service 
 
Welcome 
 

Hymn 309 The Advent of Our King 
 
Stand 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession  
God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble. 
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.                                 James 4:6,10 
 

Dear friends, the season of Advent is a time of preparation as we await Christ’s second coming 
on the Last Day. We prepare our hearts to meet him as we humbly seek his forgiveness. 
Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my 
thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not 
loved others as I should. I deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, 
my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him,  
I pray: God have mercy on me, a sinner.  
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

If you, Lord, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand? 
But with you there is forgiveness; therefore, you are feared.               Psalm 130:3,4 

 

Lord, Have Mercy  959 Trisagion 
Please join in sts. 2 & 3. 

 

 

 

st.1 - 
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Text: traditional; Public domain. Tune: Fernando Ortega, b. 1957; © 2011 Kachitower Music. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

  
God’s promise to Abraham and his descendants was fulfilled in the coming of his Son. Jesus 
Christ humbled himself by submitting to God’s law. He humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to death on a cross. God promises to lift up the humble and fill the hungry with good 
things because of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Though he was rich, yet for our sakes he became poor,  
so that we through his poverty might become rich.      2 Corinthians 8:9 

 
Even as we await Christ’s second coming, he comes to us here and now in the words he gives 
his messengers to speak: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son U 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

st.2 - 

st.3 - All 
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

We light one Advent candle, remembering Jesus, who will come again. He will gather his 
people from everywhere, both the living and the dead.  
We remember Jesus, who will come at the end of time. None of us knows what day that 
will be. 
 

We hear his call to watch. 
We light one Advent candle as a sign of our watchfulness and waiting. 
 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.  
Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blest. 

 
The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength, and save us from the 
threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

First Reading Isaiah 2:1–5 

In the future, when our King arrives again, he will transform this world. 
1This is the message that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
2This will take place in the latter days: The mountain of the LORD's house will be 

established as the chief of the mountains. It will be raised above the hills, and all nations will 
stream to it like a river. 

 3Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the 
house of the God of Jacob. Then he will instruct us about his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths.” For from Zion the law will go out, and the LORD's word will go out from Jerusalem. 
4He will judge between the nations, and he will mediate for many peoples. Then they will beat 
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into blades for trimming vines. Nation will not 
lift up sword against nation, nor will they learn war anymore. 

5O house of Jacob, come, and let us walk in the light of the LORD. (EHV®) 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day 24B Welcome the King 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 5–7): Arlo D. Duba; © 1986 Arlo D. Duba.  (Ref): Northwestern Publishing House;  © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 
719903. Tune: Israeli; Public domain. 

 
Second Reading Philippians 4:4–7 

Our present life is transformed from nervousness to excitement and joy because of the arrival of 
the King. 

  4Rejoice in the Lord always! I will say it again: Rejoice! 5Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
(EHV®) 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation Philippians 2:10 
Alleluia.  At the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  
in heaven and on earth and under the earth.  Alleluia.  

 

Gospel Matthew 21:1–11 

The King of all creation arrives in total humility, willing to do everything necessary to save us 
from the consequences of our sin. 

  1As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent 
two disciples, 2telling them, “Go to the village ahead of you. Immediately you will find a 
donkey tied there along with her colt. Untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says 
anything to you, you are to say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 
  4This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 
5Tell the daughter of Zion: Look, your King comes to you, humble, and riding on a donkey, on 
a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
  6The disciples went and did just as Jesus commanded them. 7They brought the donkey and 
the colt, laid their outer clothing on them, and he sat on it. 8A very large crowd spread their 
outer clothing on the road. Others were cutting branches from the trees and spreading them 
out on the road. 9The crowds who went in front of him and those who followed kept shouting, 

Hosanna to the Son of David!  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  
Hosanna in the highest! 

  10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, asking, “Who is this?” 11And the 
crowds were saying, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” (EHV®) 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 

 
Children’s Message 

 
Hymn of the Day 301 Savior of the Nations, Come 

 
Sermon Imminent Arrival of the King 

 
Stand 
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Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be seated 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Special Prayers This Week 
†  
†   
†  
†   

†   
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Prayer of the Church 
Gracious Lord, you sent your Son into our world to destroy the power of Satan and restore the 
human race as your children and heirs. Work in us during this Advent season so that we may 
rejoice in the coming of our Savior and long for his coming again. 
Make us eager to receive the King who comes to save us.  
  
Use the preaching of your holy law to rid us of all delusions that we can gain your love with 
our own efforts. Move us to realize how hopeless we are because of sin and to feel sorrow for 
what we have done wrong.  
Lead us to be honest about our sinful status in your sight.  
  
Lift up our hearts to see the King who comes to save. Reveal to us his willingness to take on 
our human form and stand in our place. Show us the power he extends in his Word and 
sacraments to make us your children and keep us in faith. Thrill us with his promise to come 
and take us to our eternal home to live with you forever. 
Open our eyes to see and believe the wonders of the Savior’s love. 
  
As we live with Christ and trust in him, move us to turn away from sin day after day with the 
strength your Holy Spirit provides. When we fall, forgive us and renew us to love and serve you 
and all people.  
Empower us and guide us to walk with Christ by faith.  
  
Protect us from the distractions that come at this time of the year. Even in gift-giving and 
celebrating, keep our hearts focused on Christ and his forgiving love. 
Give us joy at his coming at Christmas, his coming in the gospel, and his coming again.    
  
Move us to share with others the most important gift of this season, the truth about Jesus. 
Even in busy times lead us to pray for those whose joy is diminished because of sickness, pain, 
or loss. Give us opportunities to provide help to those in need.  
May others see the love of Christ in our words and actions.  
  
Special prayers and intercession 
 
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
Loving Lord, work in us during this Advent season so that our joy may be genuine and may 
rest in the promises of the King who comes to save. 
Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
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Connect Card and Offering 
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page. 

 
Musical Offering 
 
Stand 

 
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 
read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 
 

Hymn 524 Rejoice, the Lord Is King 
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Take Home Questions  
 
 Isaiah 2:1–5 
1. Verse 4 describes peace so complete that weapons become farming tools. In what ways 

does this promised peace connect to the humility and mission of King Jesus? 
 

 
 

2. In what ways can you as an individual and us as a congregation “walk in the light of the 
Lord” (v. 5)? 

 
 
 
Philippians 4:4–7 
3. Paul commands Christians to rejoice—not because circumstances are good, but because 

“the Lord is near (v. 5). In what ways does the nearness of Christ’s return reshape the way 
we interpret our daily stresses? 

 
 
 
4. Verse 7 promises “the peace of God” will guard our hearts. In what ways have you 

experienced that guarding peace during times of worry? 
 
 
 
Matthew 21:1–11 
5. In what ways does Palm Sunday serve as a “microcosm” of Jesus’ entire mission? 
 
 
 
6. When you put Matthew’s account together with Isaiah’s vision and Paul’s encouragement, 

what picture emerges of our King? 
 
 
 
7. In what ways might a deeper grasp of this humble king’s arrival help you approach Advent 

with joy instead of pressure or worry? 
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News & Announcements 

  
This Sunday’s Bible Study Hour:  
Factions & Schisms 
Join us in the church at 10:30 AM 

 

Come Midweek for Advent  Dec. 3, 10, and 17 

Join us on Wednesdays this Advent as we fix our eyes on Jesus. We will have one Advent service 
at 6:30 p.m. This season, we look at Christmas songs that are found in the Bible. Before worship, 
you are invited to enjoy a time of food and fellowship. A meal will be served in the cafeteria from 
5:00–6:15 p.m. This is a wonderful opportunity to slow down in the middle of a busy week, 
connect with fellow believers, and then move together into the sanctuary to focus on our Savior. 

Advent Devotional Booklets Available 

Booklets of devotions for Advent are available on the Welcome Table. The faculty at Martin 
Luther College has written daily devotions for Dec. 1-25. You will see that through the coming 
of Christ—his birth at Christmas, his presence in our hearts, and his triumphant return at the 
end of the world—God is making all things new. If you prefer an electronic version of the 
devotions, please visit mlc-wels.edu/publications/seasonal-devotions. 

More Advent Devotions 

In the northern hemisphere, December is the darkest month of the year—and yet, we see the 
Light of the world shine brightly in the Bethlehem manger each Christmas. WELS Women’s 
Ministry invites you to join a light-filled biblical journey through a series of daily e-mail 
devotions. You’ll look at passages throughout the Old and New Testaments that focus on light 
and examine what each passage tells us about light. To visit wels.net/womens-ministry. 

Christmas for Kids on Saturday Dec. 6 | 9:00-11:45 am 

Have you signed up yet? Registration forms can be found on the 
Ministry Table or at stpaulswr.org/Christmas-for-Kids. This year there 
is an optional activity for parents, and as always, the whole family is 
welcome to stay for the lunch afterwards. 

Can you volunteer? Please check out the signup sheet on the Ministry Table or the online 
signup at www.stpaulswr.org/serve.  

Can you donate food? Please see the Ministry Table for a list of items needed for the lunch. 
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School Christmas Service  Dec. 20 | 4:00 pm 

You are invited to a special Christmas service led by our schoolchildren. Join us 
on Saturday, Dec. 20 at 4:00 pm for “The Carols of Christmas.” Everyone in the 
congregation is invited. If you are unable to attend on Saturday, you are 
welcome to attend the dress rehearsal on Friday, Dec. 19 at 10:00 am. The 
children benefit from practicing in front of a live audience. 

Order Scrip for the Holidays 

Now is the time to use scrip! Many retailers are offering great rebate promotions and small 
denomination cards. What better way to fill out that gift list AND support our school. From now 
until Dec, 21, St. Paul’s Scrip program will be placing orders each week. The last day physical 
cards will be delivered to the church will be Dec. 24, but we encourage you to order no later 
than Dec. 14, just to be on the safe side! 

2026 Offering Envelopes Coming Soon 

Many members now give electronically or have their contributions sent directly from their 
retirement accounts. If that describes you and you no longer want or need offering envelopes, 
please let the office know by Dec. 7.   

Help with Funeral Meals 

We need more people on our calling list to help with funeral meals. Although we usually have 
about a dozen funerals a year, not all funerals include a meal at church, and you are not obligated 
to serve at every funeral, just when you are available. We would divide duties between, set up, 
serving, clean up, and take down. If you are willing to be on the list, please contact Mike 
Anderson (715-321-3541) or the church office (715-421-3634). 

Need a Dessert for a Holiday Party? 

Our frozen, take-and-bake, apple pies might fill the bill. Pop it into the oven straight from the 
freezer. You can get a pie from the office. They cost $12 each, and the profits will go toward 
special projects in the school. 

Send Cards with a Christian Message    

Sending a Christmas card with a Christian message is a simple way of sharing 
your faith with others. You can find a selection in the church bookstore located 
just inside the Resource Center. Amid the snowmen, santas, and dogs in red 
hats, your card will stand out!  



14 

 

Pew Cleaning Party Dec. 13 | 9:00 am   

In the year since we replaced our pew cushions, “things” have worked their way under the new 
cushions. In order to have everything fresh and clean for Christmas, we are having a pew 
cleaning party on Saturday, Dec. 13 starting at 9:00 am. We need to flip up the cushions and 
vacuum/clean out anything that has accumulated there. If we have enough people to help, we 
could also polish the backs of the pews. There is a signup sheet on the Ministry Table. If you 
have any questions, please contact Alan Verjinsky at 715-569-3812. 

Enjoy a Christmas Concert  

Northland Lutheran High School 

“Be Near Me Lord Jesus” is the theme of this year’s Christmas concert at 
Northland Lutheran High School (NLHS). Invite a friend for an afternoon of 
music on Sunday, Dec. 14 at 3:00 pm. NLHS is located at 2107 Tower Rd in 
Kronenwetter. 

MLC Christmas Concert 

Martin Luther College’s Christmas concert will be presented Saturday, Dec. 13, at 7:30 pm and 
Sunday, Dec. 14, at 4:00 pm in the MLC Chapel of the Christ. The combined choirs of Martin 
Luther College, the Wind Symphony, and the Hosanna Ringers invite you to join them for this 
musical celebration of the birth of Christ. To watch online visit www.youtube.com/ 
@martinluthercollege1197. 

Christmas at the Seminary 

The Seminary Chorus of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary will present its annual Christmas 
concert on Sunday, December 8. The same concert will be offered twice, with performances at 
3:00 and 7:00 p.m. Held in the campus auditorium, the concert includes anthems by the choir 
and hymns and carols for choir, congregation, and instruments. The concert will also be 
livestreamed at www.youtube.com/@WLS_Live. 

Help with Sunday Refreshments    

Your help with Sunday morning refreshments would be appreciated.  We need both helpers and 
treats. There is a signup linked on our website and in the Sunday Sneak Peek email. 

Upcoming Events 
Dec. 3 Midweek Advent Service 
Dec. 6 Christmas for Kids – and Parents  
Dec. 7 Advent by Candlelight 
Dec. 14 Christmas Concert at NLHS 
Dec. 20 School Christmas Service   
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Calendar   November 30-December 7 

Sunday  9:00 AM Sunday Worship  
 10:30 AM  Bible Study in the cafeteria  
 10:30 AM Sunday School (3K – 5th grade) 
   

Monday 1:30 PM Spiritual Health Group in the chapel at Wisc Rapids Health Services 
 6:00 PM Choir Practice in the balcony 
   

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
 9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center  
 4:30 PM PTO Meeting in the Resource Center 
 6:30 PM Unified Board Meetings 
  

Wednesday 8:45 AM School Chapel Service 
 5:00 PM Advent Fellowship Meal  
 6:00 PM Catechim Class in room 110 
 6:30 PM  Midweek Advent Worship 
   

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop  
 2:50 PM Principal’s Bible Study in the Welcome Center 
 

Saturday 9:00 AM Christmas for Kids 
 

Sunday  9:00 AM Sunday Worship 
 10:30 AM  Bible Study in the cafeteria  
 10:30 AM Sunday School  
 2:00 PM Advent by Candlelight 

   
Attendance Report  
Last Week’s Attendance: 156 
 

Next Sunday    
Theme: Imminent Arrival of the Judge 
Readings: Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-13; 

Matthew 3:1-12 
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