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WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are 
here. If you have any questions, just ask an usher or other volunteer. Please also fill out 
our Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
"Advent" is a Latin word that means "coming." The season of Advent 
is the four week period before Christmas that the Church uses to 
connect the two "comings" of Christ. The first time the Lord came into 
our world it was as a tiny, helpless baby, born in a manger in 
Bethlehem. However, when Jesus comes again, it will be in all his 
power and glory with his angelic army behind him. He will be coming 

as judge at the end of time. Let us use these four weeks to see how the events of Jesus' first 
coming remove all our fears about his second coming. We can hold our heads high when 
the Lord comes near. 

What would it be like to meet God? We know he is almighty and holy. He loathes sin. No 
wonder that when God appears to his Old Testament people, their first response is 
typically terror. But when Jesus Christ came into our world, he hid his glory and power. 
He humbled himself so that sinners would be drawn to him rather than driven away in 
fear.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

The Service: Setting One. Words and Music: Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. © 2021 Northwestern Publishing 
House. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903  

“Even So Come.” by Jason Ingram, Chris Tomlin, and Jess Cates. © 2015 sixstep Songs (BMI) Worship Together Music 
S.D.G. Publishing (BMI) (admin. at CapitolCMGPublishing.com)/Vistaville Music obo Itself (ASCAP) Go Mia Music 
(ASCAP) Charissamsongs Inc./Sony ATV Timber Publishing (SESAC) Open Hands Music (SESAC) (Admin by Sony/ 
ATV Music Publishing). All Rights Reserved. Used by permission: CCLI#145043
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THE SERVICE: SETTING ONE
Starting on page 154 of the blue hymnal

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN Prepare the Royal Highway | CW 302
Song Leaders will sing verse 1; please join in the refrain and subsequent verses.

Stand

CONFESSION on page 155
Beginning with “Blessed are they whose…”

LORD HAVE MERCY on page 156

GLORY BE TO GOD on page 157

The Word
The service continues on page 160.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and 
saves us from the threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

Please understand that there have been some unexpected delays with the release of the Service 
Builder. This software would help us create a more complete service folder like we have grown 
used to. Until we have access to that, we will be producing service folders that rely much more 

heavily on using the hymnal as part of the worship experience. 
All hymns and page numbers, unless otherwise noted, correspond to the blue hymnal.
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Be seated 
FIRST READING Jeremiah 33:14-16
Israel was conquered and humbled. Yet, God promised that he would restore his people.
After the reading: 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 24 (in the front of the hymnal)
Song Leaders will sing the verses; please join in the refrain and the “Glory be to the Father…”

The service continues on page 160.
SECOND LESSON 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

Christ's followers will be found holy because Christ sustains our faith using humble means.
After the reading: 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!

Stand

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES (in place of the Gospel Acclamation)
We light one Advent candle, remembering Jesus, who humbly entered this world and 
humbly rode into Jerusalem.
We remember Jesus, who will come again in triumph at the end of time.
He comes near to us today through his Word. 
We light one Advent candle as a symbol of our faith, which the gospel feeds.
Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.

GOSPEL Luke 19:28-40
Jesus enters Jerusalem humbly.
After the reading of the Gospel: 
This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated. 
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CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

HYMN OF THE DAY Savior of the Nations, Come | CW 301

SERMON   The Reason for the Season     

Stand 
CREED  Apostles’ Creed on page 163
Be seated

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Come, dear Savior. We long for your appearing!
Come to cheer us with your promises, as you once cheered your ancient people 
throughout their long night of waiting and watching.

Come to restore our hope and rouse us from the slumber of despair.
Lift our hearts from petty, earthbound goals, and direct our eyes above, from where 
you will soon come to make all things right again.

Come and work in us a godly grief and a genuine sorrow over sin. Forgive us for the 
shameful way we have dishonored you and the shabby way we have dealt with one 
another.
Through your mighty Word, stir up in us a ceaseless yearning to give ourselves to 
others, as you have given yourself for us.

Come also to rekindle our joy as we prepare to celebrate your first coming. Do not 
permit a frenzied busyness to rob us of your peace or to deprive us of times to ponder 
and to wonder at your Word.
Set our hearts apart from the bustle, clamor, and the jostle of these days.

Fill us with the quiet delight of finding you in the manger. 
Keep our hearts and minds undisturbed by the commercialism of this world that 
seems to care nothing for you.

We pray also for those enduring great sorrow, for those undergoing spiritual trial, and 
for those whose restless hearts have no knowledge of your coming. 
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Comfort, strengthen and illumine them with the sweet peace born of your love, and 
keep them in the way of peace by your Holy Word.

Special prayers and intercession

Hear us Lord as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent Prayer

Come quickly, dear Lord, and fill our longing eyes with the light of your coming. 
We wait, we keep watch, and in you we put our hope. Amen.

OFFERING
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out 
of thanks to him. Guests, please don’t feel obligated to take part in the offering.  
We’re just happy you’re here as our guest to hear and take to heart the message 
of Jesus. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

WELS CONNECTION VIDEO Home Missions: 100 in 10 years

The service continues on page 171.
HYMN Even So Come

Please join to sing the chorus.
All of creation, all of the earth,
make straight a highway, a path for the Lord;
Jesus is coming soon.

Call back the sinner, wake up the saint,
let ev’ry nation shout of Your fame;
Jesus is coming soon.

Chorus: 
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There will be justice, all will be new.
Your name forever, Faithful and True. 
Jesus is coming soon.

Chorus

So, we wait, we wait for You.
God, we wait, You’re coming soon.
So, we wait, we wait for You.
God, we wait, You’re coming soon.

Like a bride waiting for her groom.
we’ll be a church ready for You.
Ev’ry heart longing for our King. We sing:

Chorus

Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.
Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.

Stand
PRAYER on page 171

LORD’S PRAYER on page 171

BLESSING on page 171
Be seated

CLOSING HYMN Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes | CW 313
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. Looking again at Jeremiah 33:14-16, in what words/phrases do you see: 1) the Lord's 
majesty; 2) the Lord's humility; and 3) the Lord making peace between heaven and 
earth?

2. In 1 Thessalonians 3:12, Paul writes, "And may the Lord increase your love and 
make it overflow..." What does God use to increase our love? In what ways might we 
use those things throughout the week to show that God's love overflows in us for 
others?

3. Read Psalm 24:1. How do we see this truth come through in Luke 19:28-34? How do 
you see this truth come through in your life?

4. The weeks leading up to Christmas get filled with a lot of things that take up time in 
our schedules: extra events, family gatherings, end of semester festivities, etc. What 
is one thing you can do to, in the midst of all these things, remember the reason for 
this season of Advent?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY: Ephesians
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

PICK UP AN ADVENT DEVOTIONS BOOKLET

Martin Luther College has produced a special booklet of devotions for Advent. This year’s 
devotions explore Bible passages about God’s glory. The booklet is on the Ministry Table. 
If you prefer an electronic version, you may have them emailed to you daily (Dec. 1-25), 
read them online, or download them. Just visit mlc-wels.edu/publications/seasonal-
devotions.

MIDWEEK ADVENT DEVOTIONS Dec. 1, 8, & 15 | 4:00 & 6:30 PM

Our Advent midweek services will focus on three Advent Announcements that we hear 
from the prophet Isaiah. This is an extra opportunity to hear God’s Word during the 
Advent season.  Our pastors will be rotating with those from Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church to lead these services. Please join us.

A fellowship supper will be served between the early and late service (4:45-6:00 PM). 
Different organizations will cook and serve each week.  Please bring some Christmas 
cookies or bars to share and enjoy time with your church family.

CALL MEETING NEXT SUNDAY Dec. 5 | 9:15 AM

Our next meeting to call a 1st-2nd grade teacher will be held next Sunday.  The meeting 
will probably not take very long, so then usual Bible class will be held immediately 
following the meeting.

SIGN UP FOR ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT                          Dec. 5 | 6:00 PM

Ladies, come for an elegant evening of preparing yourself for the Christmas 
season. After a program focused on our Savior, you will enjoy a dessert. Invite 
a friend to attend with you. Look for the signup in the Welcome Center. Contact 
Marilyn Sigler at 715-213-0054 or jmsigler1975@gmail.com.
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CHRISTMAS FOR KIDS ON SATURDAY                    Dec. 4 | 9:00-11:45 AM

At Christmas for Kids, your children will enjoy games, music, and crafts plus 
hear about Jesus. Parents are always welcome to stay for our program, 
especially if you have small children. However, feel free to enjoy some time to 
yourself while we watch the kids. An optional free lunch for the whole family 
will be served after the program. Preregistering helps us with planning. You 
can find registration forms on the Ministry Table and on our website.

USE SCRIP ON CYBER MONDAY

Scrip e-cards are available for many online retailers. Fill your cart at an online store. Then 
purchase enough scrip through your online account to cover the cost. The e-cards are 
delivered to your account within seconds! Just copy and paste the e-card number into the 
appropriate space of the retailers check out page. Need more details, talk to someone at 
the Scrip Table in the Welcome Center or visit stpaulswr.org/scrip; for Northland 
Lutheran High School, visit nlhs.org/scrip.

Scrip supports Christian education. In October, families earned $185.83 in school tuition 
using St. Paul’s Scrip. Another $463.40 was donated to the school operating fund

SHOP AMAZON SMILE

This is another way to earn money for our ministries without extra coming out of your 
pocket. Just use the alternate smile.amazon.com site. The Amazon Smile site has the same 
products and prices as the regular site, but 0.5% of your purchases will be donated to St. 
Paul’s. To quickly locate the correct St. Paul’s, use the link at the bottom of the Give page 
on our website (stpaulswr.org/give).

REACH OUT TO THE SHUT-INS  Dec. 18 | 9:00 AM

Help deliver fruit and cheer on December 18 at 9:00 AM.  Call Hilde Henkel 435-3547 or 
henkelfm@wctc.net if you will help our shut-ins know they are still treasured members 
of St. Paul's.

SCHOOL CHRISTMAS SERVICE Dec. 18 | 6:00 PM

St. Paul’s Lutheran School will have a live Christmas service this year. 
Invite your friends and family to attend, who might have plans that don’t 
include worship on Christmas Eve and Christmas morning.



11

CALENDAR              November 28-December 5
SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  

9:15 AM Bible Study in cafeteria
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the West Wing 
9:15 AM Sunday School (grades 3K-6)

10:30 AM Worship

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 

WEDNESDAY 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
4:00 PM Midweek Advent Devotion
4:45 AM Advent Fellowship Meal in the cafeteria
6:30 PM Midweek Advent Devotion

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop

SATURDAY 9:00 AM Christmas for Kids

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Call Meeting/Bible Study in church
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the West Wing 
9:15 AM Sunday School (grades 3K-6)

10:30 AM Worship
6:00 AM Advent by Candlelight

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 

Last Week’s Attendance:  148   

From July 1, 2021 to November 23, 2021 
Actual ministry income: $ 469,800
Actual cost of ministry: $ 431,985

Mortgage balance:  $1,196,233  
Organ Fund balance: $ 44,042

 
 

Hear Isaiah's Advent 
Announcements at

MIDWEEK ADVENT 
DEVOTIONS

 

Wednesdays, Dec. 1, 8 & 15
4:00 & 6:30 PM

Supper served 4:45-6:00 PM
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


