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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

November 26, 2023 

Welcome To Worship 
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you. 

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions. 

Service Notes For This Service 
Consider the Christian man whose body aches from both the cancer and the 
chemo. Look at that faithful old woman, back arched by time, fingers twisted 
by arthritis, eyes close to blindness. These believers may pray for death, 
precisely because they know that for the children of God, death is not the end 
of life. Death is the end of sorrow and pain. They yearn for the end of those 
things, and the beginning of their perfect eternity with Jesus.  

We have come to the end of the Church Year. It is time to talk about the end of this world on 
Judgment Day. That day does not scare the believer. The first time Christ came he saved us from 
our sin and the accusations for the devil. The second time Christ comes, he will save us from 
everything else. On that day, disease, gone. Abuse, gone. Heartache, gone. Even death is ended. 
None of those things will exist ever again. But we will exist forever with our Lord Jesus. Until 
then we live in the time in between. As we look at all Christ did at his first coming, we yearn for 
him to come again to end this broken world and to usher all the saints into everlasting glory. 
 

Those Serving in Worship 

Pastor Lucas Proeber; Accompanist Destinee Fiecko; Flutists Lauren Plagenz & Kristi Perry  

Copyright Information 
Setting Three from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New 
International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights 
reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: 
Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.  
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The Service: Setting Three 
Setting Three begins on page 188 of the hymnal. 

 

Welcome 
 
Hymn 489 The King Will Come at Age’s End 

Please sing beginning with verse 2. 

 
Stand 

 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 189 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Almighty and merciful Father,  
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  
    We have done those things that we should not have done,  
        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  
    Have mercy on us, Lord!  
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 190 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 191 
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 
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The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, merciful Father, you have appointed your Son as judge of the living and the dead. 
Enable us to wait for the day of his return with our eyes fixed on the kingdom prepared for 
your own from the foundation of the world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

First Reading Daniel 7:9-10,13-14 

Many things will happen on the Last Day but our eyes remain fixed on the Savior who 
establishes an everlasting kingdom. 

9 I continued to watch until thrones were set up, and the Ancient of Days was seated. His 
clothing was white as snow, and the hair on his head was like pure wool. His throne was 
flames of fire. Its wheels were blazing fire. 10 A river of fire flowed out from his presence. 
Thousands upon thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before 
him. The court was seated, and books were opened. 

13 I kept watching the night visions, and there, in the clouds of heaven, I saw one like a son 
of man coming. He came to the Ancient of Days, and he was brought before him. 14 To him was 
given dominion, honor, and a kingdom. All peoples, nations, and languages will worship him. 
His dominion is an eternal dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will 
not be destroyed. (EHV®) 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm of the Day 95C Come, Let Us Praise the LORD 
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Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903. Tune: John Darwall; Public domain 

 

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 

When Christ returns, the dead will be raised and death will forever be put to an end. 
13 We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who have fallen asleep, so 

that you do not grieve in the same way as the others, who have no hope. 14 Indeed, if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, then in the same way we also believe that God will bring with 
him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus. 

15 In fact, we tell you this by the word of the Lord: We who are alive and left until the 
coming of the Lord will certainly not go on ahead of those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the 
Lord himself will come down from heaven with a loud command, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we 
who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them, to meet the 
Lord in the air. And so we will always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore, encourage one another 
with these words. (EHV®) 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation Revelation 22:13 

 
  
I am the Alpha and the O-/ mega,  
the First and the Last, the Beginning / and the End. 
  
Refrain 

Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Gospel Matthew 25:31–46 

The end is coming when Christ will separate sheep and goats. 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his 

glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered in his presence, and he will separate them 
one from another, as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on 
his right and the goats on his left. 34 Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you 
who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me. 36 I was lacking clothes and you 
clothed me. I was sick and you took care of me. I was in prison and you visited me.’ 

37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you a drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or lacking 
clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 

40 “The King will answer them, ‘Amen I tell you: Just as you did it for one of the least of 
these brothers of mine, you did it for me.’ 

41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the 
eternal fire, which is prepared for the Devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you did not 
give me food to eat. I was thirsty and you did not give me anything to drink. 43 I was a stranger 
and you did not welcome me, lacking clothes and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison 
and you did not take care of me.’ 
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44 “Then they will also answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger 
or lacking clothes or sick or in prison and did not serve you?’ 

45 “At that time he will answer them, ‘Amen I tell you: Just as you did not do it for one of 
the least of these, you did not do it for me.’ 46 And they will go away to eternal punishment, 
but the righteous to eternal life.” (EHV®) 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 

 

Children's Message 
 

Hymn of the Day 487 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 
 

Sermon Clarity in the Clouds 
 
Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 
Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which we 
live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory. 
Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 
  

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion, and 
demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your promises and 
our desire to live according to your will. 
Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace. 
  

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from those who sneer at 
your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and persecution. 
Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy. 
  

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days. Help 
them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills and 
lasting joy. Encourage more people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the gospel. 
Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.    
  

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all who are 
afflicted by disease or facing death. Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the 
mourners who miss someone they loved. 
Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 
  

Special prayers and intercession 
 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  

Silent prayer 
  

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us 
patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and wisdom, 
prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with you forever. 
Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Prayers This Week 
† Miss Josie Avery continues to deliberate her call to teach in Washington, MI. 

†   

†   

†   

†  
†   
†    
†  
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Connect Card and Offering 
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page. 

 
Musical Offering    Crown Him With Many Crowns   
 

Hymn 488 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near 
 
Stand 

 
Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us 
by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done   
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

Hymn 853  I’m But a Stranger Here 
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Take Home Questions 
 

1.    The images of Daniel 7 could bring about a lot of fear. However, there are some comforting 
phrases in these verses, even if you don’t fully understanding the prophetic meaning of the 
imagery. What words or phrases give you peace as you think about Christ’s return? 

 
 
2.    The entire Matthew 25 scene could give someone the impression that getting into heaven 

is based on what you do: “I helped the poor. I fed the hungry. I’m good with God!” First, 
what words or phrases in verse 34 stand out to negate that thought?  

 
 

a.    Then, what is the proper place of the things that are listed in the rest of the account? 
They are (pick one):  
 i.     The cause of salvation—we are saved because we do them. 
ii.     The fruit of salvation—we do them because we are saved. 
 

3.     Put into your own words how you might share the hope that you have in the midst of 
grief. Write the words down and hold onto them for when a loved one dies. It might be 
just committing the words of 1 Thessalonians 4:14 to memory. There are plenty of other 
options, too. 

 
 
4.     In Matthew 25, “least of these brothers of mine” could very well refer to the needy and 

afflicted in general. That fits well with our call to love all people, no matter their standing 
in our lives. However, consider the passages listed below, which shifts our focus to a 
different group of people: 
a.    Who does Jesus call his “brothers” in Matthew 12:48-50? 
 
b.    Jesus says in Matthew 10:40, “Whoever receives you receives me.” To whom is he 

speaking? 
 
c.    Notice the call to give “a cup of cold water” in Matthew 10:42. To whom ought the cup 

of water be given? 
 
d.    What place will the disciples of Jesus have on the Last Day, according to Matthew 

19:28? 
 
e.     Who, then, might the “least of these” be? 
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News & Announcements 
 

Sunday’s Bible Study: 
When Someone We Love Is Afflicted  
With a Terminal Illness  
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM 

    

An Elegant Advent Celebration Dec. 3 | 6:00 PM 

Invite your friends for music, God’s Word, dessert, and fellowship all in an elegant atmosphere. 
Advent by Candlelight is Sunday, Dec. 9 at 6:00 pm.  Seating is limited. The signup sheets are 
on the Ministry Table. 

Midweek Advent Services Begin Dec. 6 

This year, there is a week in between Thanksgiving and the start of Advent. Therefore, our 
Midweek Advent Services will be on Wednesdays, Dec. 6, 13 & 20, at 4:00 & 6:30 pm.  A fellowship 
meal will be served from 4:45 to 6:00 pm. If you, or your group, would like to help with one of 
meals, please contact Seth Kroells at 507-676-7142. 

Another Call Accepted 

In case you missed it last week, Mrs. Emily Radtke has accepted the call to serve at St. Paul’s 
next year as a primary grade teacher.  Mrs. Radtke has nine years of teaching experience 
including several years in mixed-grade classrooms. She is currently teaching at Grove 
Elementary and will join our staff in the summer. We thank God for this blessing. 

 
Moms, Dads, Need a Break? Dec. 9 | 9:00-11:45 PM 

Sign your kids up for Christmas for Kids on Dec. 9 from 9:00-11:45 am. You will have the morning 
free to do some shopping, wrapping, or just relaxing without the kids. To free up even more 
time, we will even take care of lunch for the whole family. Learn more at 
www.stpaulswr.org/Christmas-for-Kids.  

Volunteer for Christmas for Kids Dec. 9 | 9:00-11:45 AM 

Christmas for Kids is just three weeks away. You have the opportunity to give parents a much 
needed break during the busy holiday season and to share the truth about Christmas with 
children. Volunteers are needed in all areas – leaders and helpers, during the event or leading up 
to it. We also need some food donations. You can sign up at the Ministry Table or look for a link 
on our website under the Serve tab.  
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Deliver Gift Bags to Shut-ins Dec. 16 

You can brighten someone’s day by delivering a gift bag from the church. All 
of the people receiving gifts are in care facilities, homebound, or a recent 
widow/widower. You are welcome serve as a family; take your little kids with 
you.  The gift bags will be ready the weekend of Dec. 16.  To volunteer, please 
contact Hilde Henkel at 715-435-3547. 

Do You Enjoy Watching Basketball?   

Would you like the best view possible? Then we have an exciting opportunity awaiting you!  
Consider this your "official" invitation. We are looking for people to assist as referees at our 
home games this year which begin in mid-January and end in early February.  If you would be 
interested, please contact Mrs. Provost (920-273-9307) or Mr. Pahl (715-701-2851) as soon as 
possible.  Thanks in advance for your consideration and help. 

Preschool & School Services Dec. 16 | 10 AM & 4 PM 

As you make plans for the holiday season, be sure to include the Preschool and/or School 
Christmas Services. These will be held on Saturday, Dec. 16 – the Preschool at 10:00 am and K-8 
at 4:00 pm. Come hear the children proclaim tidings of great joy! 

Host an NLHS Student 

Northland Lutheran High School is currently seeking host families for students to attend NLHS.  
Please prayerfully consider taking a student into your home for the remainder of this school 
year. NLHS currently has one male and one female student who are in need of housing.  What 
a rewarding opportunity to serve our Lord!  If you have questions or concerns, please reach out 
to Ryan Wiechmann (715-297-4427 or rwiechmann@nlhs.org) or Rick Grundman (715-432-0240 
or rgrundman@nlhs.org).   

Use Scrip for Online Shopping 

As you are trying to find that perfect gift online, remember to use scrip, so your holiday 
purchases help the school or contribute to your tuition account. Just fill your shopping cart, 
then go to RaiseRight.com and order ecards.  The ecards are delivered to your “wallet” almost 
immediately.  Enter the ecard number and PIN at checkout. That’s it! Happy shopping. 

Share the Joy of God’s Promise fulfilled Dec. 17 | 3:00 PM 

On Sunday, Dec. 17, the choir and band at Northland Lutheran High School will present a 
Christmas concert, Bethlehem’s Child, in their gym.  The concert will include some of our own 
St. Paul’s members. Why not take a music-loving friend!  
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Calendar November 26- December 3 
 

Sunday  8:00 AM Worship 
 9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
 9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 3K-6th 
 10:30 AM Worship  
      
Monday 4:30 PM Choir Practice in the balcony  
 
Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
 9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center  
 6:30 PM Stephen’s Ministry in the Resource Center  
 
Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service 
 5:30 PM Handbell Practice in the balcony   
 
Thursday  7:00 AM Men’s Small Group  at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
  
Sunday  8:00 AM Worship 
 9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
 9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 3K-6th 
 10:30 AM Worship 
 6:00 PM Advent by Candlelight  

 
Attendance Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  173 

 

Next Sunday 
Theme: The King Shall Come: He Comes to Save Us 
Readings: Isaiah 64:1-9; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 11:1-10 

 

Upcoming Events 
Dec. 6 Midweek Advent Services 
Dec. 9 Christmas for Kids 
Dec. 16 Preschool & School Christmas Services 
Dec. 17 Christmas Concert at NLHS 
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Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org 
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org  
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