
WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIVE LIKE YOU'LL LIVE FOREVER: 
Live with Your Eyes on the Skies 

Last Sunday of the Church Year  

Lift up your eyes  

to the heavens.  
 

-Jeremiah 51:6a 
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

November 24, 2024 

Welcome To Worship 

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you. 

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions. 

Service Notes For This Service 

“Eyes on the prize.” That axiom stresses that when pursuing some good goal, focus is important. 
You don’t want distractions or a lack of self-discipline to keep you from obtaining whatever that 
prize might be. “Eyes on the prize.” You summon the willpower to fixate on that good thing. You 
let nothing divert your attention from obtaining the prize. 

The prize that we want most is spending eternity with Jesus. As the Church Year 
comes to a close, Jesus promises that he will come again “in clouds with great 
power and glory” to give us that prize. That prize will be so unbelievably good, it 
is worth fixating on. It merits our striving to set aside all that would distract us 
from Christ. Let us be ready. Let us keep watch. Let us live with our eyes on the 
skies. 

Those Serving in Worship 

Pastor Peter Plagenz; Accompanist Sue Kulhanek; Musical Offering: Tammy Paul 

Acknowledgements 
Setting Seven (British) from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical 
Heritage Version® (EHV®) © 2017 Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Liturgical and musical settings of 
Scripture based on text from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica,  
Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.   
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The Service 
This service setting is not found in the hymnal. 

 
Welcome 
 
Hymn 487 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 

 
Stand 

 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
the Maker of heaven and earth.    Psalm 124:8 

 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord: 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 
     according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. 
Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight. 
Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the Lord," 
     and you forgave the guilt of my sin.   Psalm 51:1,4,5; 32:5 

 
The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. 
God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 
     While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
     in accordance with the riches of God's grace.   Psalm 103:8,12; Romans 5:8; 8:1; Ephesians 1:7  

Amen. 

 
Lord, Have Mercy 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 

 
Glory Be to God on High 1015 Gloria (Brit) - AURELIA 

 

 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz; © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 
Tune: Samuel S. Wesley; Public domain 
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The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
  
Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour when we shall be delivered from 
this world of sin and death. Keep us ever watchful for the coming of your Son that we may sit 
with him and all your holy ones at the marriage feast in heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

First Reading Isaiah 51:4–6 

The Lord encourages his people to live in joyful expectation of salvation, with eyes lifted up to 
the skies. 

4Pay attention to me, O my people. 
My nation, listen to me! 
For the law will go out from me, 
and I will establish my justice as a light to the peoples. 
5My righteousness is near. 
My salvation goes forth, 
and my arms will bring justice to the peoples. 
The seacoasts will wait for me. 
They will have confidence in my arm. 
6Lift up your eyes to the heavens. 
Look closely at the earth beneath, 
because the heavens will vanish like smoke, 
and the earth will wear out like a garment, 
and its inhabitants will die like gnats. 
But my salvation will remain forever, 
and my righteousness will never be abolished. (EHV©) 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day 95A The Rock of Our Salvation 

 

 
  
Come, let us sing for joy / to the LORD; 
    let us shout aloud to the rock of our sal- / vation. 
Let us come before him with thanks- / giving 
    and extol him with mu- / sic and song. 
For the LORD is the / great God, 
    the great King a- / bove all gods. 
In his hand are the depths / of the earth, 
    and the mountain peaks be- / long to him. 
The sea is his, for he / made it, 
    and his hands formed the / dry land.   Refrain 
  
Come, let us bow down in / worship, 
    let us kneel before the LORD our / maker; 
for he is our God and we are the people of his / pasture, 
    the flock under / his care. 
Today, if only you would / hear his voice, 
    “Do not hard- / en your hearts  
as you did at / Meribah, 
    as you did that day at Massah in the / wilderness.” 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: May Schwarz;  © 2007 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 
Setting: © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 
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Second Reading Jude 20–25 

St. Jude explains how we live in anticipation of Jesus’ return—by doing the things that build up 
our faith and by showing mercy to our neighbor. 

  20But you, dear friends, continue to build yourselves up in your most holy faith as you keep 
praying in the Holy Spirit. 21Keep yourselves in God's love as you continue to wait for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, which results in eternal life. 22Show mercy to those who are 
wavering. 23Save others by snatching them out of the fire. Show mercy to still others with fear, 
hating even the clothing that is stained by the flesh. 
  24Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you faultless in the 
presence of his glory with great joy, 25to the only God, our Savior, be glory, majesty, power, and 
authority through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all time, now, and to all eternity. Amen. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 24:42 
Alleluia. Therefore keep watch,  
because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. Alleluia.  
 

Gospel Mark 13:26–37 

You do not know when Jesus will come again. So be alert, with your eyes on the skies. 

 26”Then you will see the Son of Man coming on clouds with great power and glory. 27At that 
time he will send out his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the farthest end 
of the earth to the farthest end of the sky. 
  28“Learn from this illustration of the fig tree: Whenever its branch becomes tender and 
sprouts leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also when you see these things happening, 
you will know that he is near—at the doors! 30Amen I tell you: This generation will certainly 
not pass away until all these things happen. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 
will never pass away. 
  32“No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. 33Watch! Be alert and pray, because you do not know when the time will 
come. 34It is like a man going away on a journey. When he left his home, he put his servants in 
charge and assigned what each one was to do. He also commanded the doorkeeper to keep 
watch. 35Therefore keep watch, because you do not know when the owner of the house is 
coming: whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or early in the 
morning. 36If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37What I say to you, I say to 
everyone: Keep watch!” 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Be seated 

 

Children’s Message 
 
Hymn of the Day 488 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near 
 

Sermon 
 
Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 
Eternal and gracious Father, today we end another year of grace. Once again the Holy Spirit 
has nourished and strengthened our faith as we reviewed the words and works of Jesus 
recorded in the Gospels. We have rejoiced to hear that you kept the promises you made to 
your ancient people. We were encouraged as we remembered how you empowered your 
followers to proclaim the good news in their world. 
Work in us every day to believe the truths of your Word and apply them in our lives. 
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We are aware that we live in dangerous times as Satan and his forces of evil assault your 
people again and again. Give us wisdom to discern teachings that subtly deny the Scriptures. 
Provide courage to stand against the attacks of godless opponents. Strengthen our resolve to 
confess the truth and then to speak the truth in love.  
Work in us every day to be watchful and cautious as we live in our world. 
  
Help us take to heart that your Son, our Lord Jesus, is coming again to judge the living and the 
dead. Since the day of his return is unknown to us, lead us to note the signs that signal the end 
of time. Spare us from fear as trouble and woe increase, and fill us with hope as we long for 
that great day.    
Work in us every day to be ready for the moment of his coming.  
  
Fill us with concern for family members and friends who are not taking seriously their need for 
Jesus and his forgiveness. Provide opportunities to reach out to them with patient persistence 
and to lovingly lead them to your Word and sacraments. Make us generous with our offerings 
so that others can go in our place to proclaim the good news.  
Work in us every day to be a witness for Christ and his love for sinners. 
  
Lead us to see our Savior’s face in the faces of the poor and hungry, the lonely and forgotten, 
the oppressed and imprisoned, and move to support them whenever we can. Empower our 
faith to be lights in the world so that people may see our good works and glorify you and your 
Son. 
Work in us every day to imitate your love for the lost, the least, and the last. 
  
If you call us to glory before the final day comes, carry our souls to heaven where we will await 
the resurrection of our bodies. Comfort those who may grieve over losing us and point them to 
the day when they will join us at the marriage feast of the Lamb.  
Work in us every day so that we are ready whenever you call us home. 
  
Special prayers and intercession 
 
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
Fill us with hope and joy as we await your Son’s return. Cause us to enjoy your earthly 
blessings in light of your eternal glories and to realize that heaven is really our home. Lead us 
to long for the splendor of Paradise where you will wipe away all tears from our eyes.  
Work in us every day as we listen for the sound of the final trumpet. Amen. 
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Connect Card and Offering 
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page. 

 

Musical Offering  Come, You Thankful People, Come   
 
Hymn 493 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 
 
Stand 

 
 

Prayer 
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 
read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done   
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

  

Special Prayers This Week 
†   

†  

†   

†   

†   

†  



11 

 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn 491 Come, You Thankful People, Come 

 

Video St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
Before the food and the football, 

take time to thank God. 
 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship 

This Wednesday 

Nov. 27 at 6:30 pm 
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Take Home Questions 
 
Isaiah 51:4-6 

1. Note the contrast between the things that quickly pass away and the things that will last. 
 
 

2. For what reasons are these truths a wake-up call?  
 

 
3. For what reasons are these truths a call for rejoicing? 
 
Jude 20-25 

4. In what ways are we to care for ourselves spiritually as we wait for Jesus to return (vv. 20-
21)? 
 
 

5. In what ways are we to care for others spiritually as we wait for Jesus to return (vv. 22-23)?  
 
 

6. Take this opportunity to read through the whole book of Jude. (Don’t worry; it’s only 25 
verses long.) What observations and applications can you make from this section of 
Scripture? 

 
Mark 13:26-37 

7. This reading begins in the middle of Jesus’ words about the destruction of Jerusalem (70 
A.D.) and the end of the world. Read all of Mark 13. In what ways does that context shape 
Jesus’ words in this week’s reading, especially when he talks about “these things 
happening” (v. 29)? 
 
 

8. Jesus used two pictures to illustrate his call for watchfulness (vv. 28 and 34). Describe each 
picture. What does each one emphasize about Jesus’ call for watchfulness? 
 
 

9. Imagine Jesus speaking directly to you in verse 37. “What I say to you, I say to everyone: 
Keep watch!” What does “keeping watch" look like in your life right now? 
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News & Announcements 
 

This Sunday’s Bible Study Hour: 
1 Peter – Chapter 2:11-17 
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM 
 

    
Decorating on Friday  Nov. 29 | 9:00 AM   

If you are not a fan of Black Friday crowds, then we could use your help with decorating the 
church for the Advent/Christmas season. Work begins at 9:00 am on Friday. With trees to 
assemble, lights to string, ornaments to hang, pew candles to put up, there are tasks for every 
skill level. Older children and teens are welcome to help. If you do like shopping, or have to 
work during the day, there will still be tasks to finish up in the evening. Your help, for even a 
couple of hours, would be appreciated. 

Midweek Advent Service and Meals Dec. 4, 11 & 18  

Focus on your Savior’s coming and share a warm meal with your church family. We will hold two 
Advent services on each Wednesday during Advent – at 4:00 & 6:30 pm. Between those services, 
we enjoy a meal served by the members of one our church’s service or bible study groups. The 
meal is served from 4:45 to 6:00 pm, so you can either stay after the first service or come before 
the second service. 

Extra Scrip Orders for the Holidays   

Recognizing that people want quicker access to scrip cards for the holiday, St. Paul’s scrip will be 
placing orders for physical cards each week until end of the year. If you miss an order deadline, 
some brands do offer electronic gift cards that you can purchase online and print out, or you can 
take screen shot and send it via text or messenger to a family member or friend. The day to order 
physical cards and receive them before Christmas is Sunday, Dec. 15.  

Book Your Photography Session for the New Church Directory  

We have started booking February photography sessions for our new church 
directory. We have professional photographers coming Feb. 4-8. There is no 
cost to you, and you will receive a free 5 x 7 or 8 x 10 gift. We encourage 
families and people who want multi-generational shots to book early, 
because these session require more time. You can use the QR code, visit 
https://book.usesession.com/s/MotFamuJJ-, or contact the church office to 
schedule a session.  
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Winter Retreat for Young Adults 18-25  Jan. 10-11   

If you are in the 18-25 generation, you can connect with other young 
adults at the Awake and Alive Winter Retreat in Brookfield, WI on Jan. 
10-11. You will gain a deeper understanding of God’s Word in a supportive 
and engaging setting. The cost is only $35. Learn more and register at 
awakealive.com. 

Be a Helping Hand for Thanksgiving Dinner   

The Community Thanksgiving Dinner will be held at St. Paul’s on Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 28.  
Volunteers are needed on Wednesday, Nov. 27 at 3:00 pm to help prep for the meal as well as 
on Thursday, Nov. 28 at 10:00 am to serve, to deliver meals, and to clean up afterwards. Please 
contact Nicole Sukow (snb@solarus.net or 715-572-4629) to volunteer.  

We could also use donations of cookies or bars for the meal (no pies or nuts please). They 
can be delivered to the kitchen by Wednesday, Nov. 27.   

Volunteer at Christmas for Kids  Dec. 7 

It is just two weeks until Christmas for Kids and we still need a volunteers, mostly in childcare 
(under age 3) and as helpers. You can assist the station leader or help oversee groups of children, 
so the leaders can focus on sharing Jesus and directing the activities.  People are also needed to 
set up and clean up. See the signup sheets on the Ministry Table, or look for a signup link at 
www.stpaulswr.org/serve. If you can’t help on the day of the event, maybe you can donate food 
items for the lunch. See the Ministry Table of a list of items needed. 

Serve at the Food Pantry Dec. 2-6 

As heating bills go up, so does the traffic at the local food pantry.  Our congregation will be serving 
there during the first week in December, filling client “orders” for groceries. Client hours are 
Monday, Thursday & Friday from noon to 3:45 pm and Tuesday from 4:00 to 6:45 pm. If you are 
interested in helping with this community service, please contact Judy Anderson at 715-423-5922. 

WELS Night at the Bucks  Jan. 2 | 7:00 pm 

Join WELS members from around the Midwest for an evening of fellowship, 
fun, and basketball at the annual WELS Night at the Bucks on Thursday, Jan. 
2, 2025.  The Milwaukee Bucks will take on the Brooklyn Nets at 7:00 pm at 
Fiserv Forum. Order your tickets at fevo-enterprise.com/event/WELS25. The 
first 200 people to purchase through this ticket offer will be able to shoot a 
free throw on the court following the game!  
The ticket order deadline is Dec. 1.  
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Calendar  November 24—December 1 

 

Sunday  8:00 AM Worship 
 9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria  
 9:15 AM Sunday School for (3K-5th grade) 
 10:30 AM Worship 
 

Monday 4:30 PM Choir Practice in the Balcony 
   

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
 9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center  
 6:30 PM Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Welcome Center 
 

Wednesday 3:00 PM Prep for Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
 6:30 PM Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service 
  

Thursday 10:00 AM Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
 

Friday 9:00 AM Decorating for Christmas  
   

Sunday  8:00 AM Worship 
 9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria  
 9:15 AM Sunday School for (3K-5th grade) 
 10:30 AM Worship 

  

Attendance Report  
Last Week’s Attendance: 197 

 

Next Sunday 
Theme: A Real Christmas Requires  

Remembering Why Christ Came 
Readings: Jeremiah 33:14–16; 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13;  
  Luke 19:28–40 

 

Upcoming Events 
Dec. 2  Serving at FOCUS Food Pantry 
Dec. 4     Midweek Advent Service 
Dec. 7     Christmas for Kids 
Dec. 21 School Christmas Service 
 
 
 



16 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.stpaulswr.org 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org 
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