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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

November 23, 2025 

Welcome To Worship 
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you. 

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions. 

Service Notes For This Service 
The Church has marked the passing of yet another Church Year, waiting 
for its Lord to return. How long will we have to wait and watch for Jesus 
to return? We do not know. Jesus said he would return soon. However, the 
definition of “soon” for the One who has no beginning or end will naturally 
differ from ours. Whenever Jesus returns, it will take us by surprise. So, 

how do believers avoid growing lethargic? How do we remain ready and watchful for Christ’s 
return? Our Savior points us to his Scriptures.  

The promises Jesus has made us this past year—promises that give us comfort and hope and 
purpose— were not merely spoken. Jesus ensured those promises were written down in 
Scripture. As we see in Scripture all the promises that Christ has fulfilled, there is discernable 
effect. The Spirit creates within us an eager anticipation regarding the Scriptural promises that 
are as-of-yet unfilled. While we cannot be certain when the day of fulfillment will come, we are 
completely confident of what that day will bring. No matter how many years we must mark, we 
watch with eager anticipation, and we pray, “Amen! Come, Lord Jesus” (Revelation 22:20).  

Those Serving in Worship 
Pastor Peter Plagenz; Accompanist: Tammy Paul; Offering music: Tammy Paul 

Acknowledgements 
Setting Two from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage 
Version® (EHV®) © 2017 Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Liturgical and musical settings of Scriptur e 
based on text from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used 
by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.  
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The Service 
 
Welcome 
 
Hymn 639 God Has Spoken by His Prophets 
 
Stand 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 173 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have 
followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. We have offended you and 
sinned against your holy law. We have done those things that we should not have 
done, and we have not done those things that we should have done. Have mercy on us, 
Lord! Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 
God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 176 
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Tune: Marty Haugen Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
  
Eternal God, merciful Father, you have appointed your Son as judge of the living and the dead. 
Enable us to wait for the day of his return with our eyes fixed on the kingdom prepared for 
your own from the foundation of the world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

First Reading Habakkuk 1:1–3; 2:1-4 

The LORD instructs the prophet Habakkuk to write down what he was about to hear God say. 
That revelation empowered God’s people to anticipate God’s deliverance. 
1The threatening oracle which the prophet Habakkuk saw. 

2How long, LORD, must I cry for help, but you do not listen? 
I call out to you, “Violence!” but you do not save! 
3Why do you cause me to see injustice? 
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Why do you overlook misery? 
Devastation and violence confront me. 
There is strife, and tensions rise. 

  1I will stand at my watch post and station myself on the city wall. I will look to see what he 
will say to me, and what answer he will give to my complaint. 
  2Then the LORD answered me. He said: 
 Record the vision and write it plainly on tablets so that a herald may run with it. 
  3Indeed, the vision is waiting for the appointed time. It longs for fulfillment and will not 
prove false. If it seems slow in coming, wait for it, because it will certainly come and will not be 
delayed. 

 4Look, his soul is puffed up and is not righteous within him 
—but the righteous one will live by his faith. (EHV®) 

  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm of the Day 130 From Depths of Woe, Lord God, I Cry 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963Tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546, alt. 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 Tune: Public domain 
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Second Reading Revelation 22:6–13 

Christ is coming soon. In the meantime, in eager anticipation, we hold onto and make known 
what God has revealed in his Word. 

  6The angel said to me, “These words are faithful and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of 
the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.” 
  7“And look: I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who holds on to the words of the 
prophecy of this book.” 
  8I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. When I heard and saw them, I bowed 
down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things. 9But he said to me, “Do 
not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and also with those 
who hold on to the words of this book. Worship God!” 
  10The angel also said to me: 
Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near. 
11Let the one who is unjust continue to be unjust. 
Let the one who is filthy continue to be filthy. 
Let the one who is just continue to do what is just. 
Let the one who is holy continue to be holy. 
  12Look, I am coming soon and my reward is with me, to repay each one according to what 
he has done. 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the 
End. (EHV®) 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 24:42 
Alleluia. Therefore keep watch,  
because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. Alleluia.  
 

Gospel Luke 12:35–40 

Though we cannot know when Jesus will return, we can be certain what will happen when he 
does. So, we watch and wait with anticipation. 

  35“Be dressed, ready for service, and keep your lamps burning. 36Be like people waiting for 
their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can 
immediately open the door for him. 37Blessed are those servants, whom the master will find 
watching when he comes.  Amen I tell you: He will dress himself and have them recline at the 
table, and he will come and serve them. 38Even if he comes in the second or third watch, they 
will be blessed if he finds them alert.   



8 

 

39 “But know this: If the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he 
would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. 40You also be ready, because 
the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you are not expecting him.” (EHV®) 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 

 
Children's Message 

 
Hymn of the Day 487 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
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 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer of the Church 
  
Eternal and gracious Father, today we end another year of grace. Once again the Holy Spirit 
has nourished and strengthened our faith as we reviewed the words and works of Jesus 
recorded in the Gospels. We have rejoiced to hear that you kept the promises you made to 
your ancient people. We were encouraged as we remembered how you empowered your 
followers to proclaim the good news in their world. 
Work in us every day to believe the truths of your Word and apply them in our lives. 
  
We are aware that we live in dangerous times as Satan and his forces of evil assault your 
people again and again. Give us wisdom to discern teachings that subtly deny the Scriptures. 
Provide courage to stand against the attacks of godless opponents. Strengthen our resolve to 
confess the truth and then to speak the truth in love.  
Work in us every day to be watchful and cautious as we live in our world. 
  
Help us take to heart that your Son, our Lord Jesus, is coming again to judge the living and the 
dead. Since the day of his return is unknown to us, lead us to note the signs that signal the end 
of time. Spare us from fear as trouble and woe increase, and fill us with hope as we long for 
that great day.    
Work in us every day to be ready for the moment of his coming.  

Special Prayers This Week 
† For Ron Schroeder, who is having back surgery on Tuesday 
† For the loved ones of Fred Camacho, who passed Wednesday night. His funeral is Sunday 

afternoon at 3:00 pm.  
† For the safety of those travelling for the holiday   
†  
†   
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Fill us with concern for family members and friends who are not taking seriously their need for 
Jesus and his forgiveness. Provide opportunities to reach out to them with patient persistence 
and to lovingly lead them to your Word and sacraments. Make us generous with our offerings 
so that others can go in our place to proclaim the good news.  
Work in us every day to witness to Christ and his love for sinners. 
  
Lead us to see our Savior’s face in the faces of the poor and hungry, the lonely and forgotten, 
the oppressed and imprisoned, and move to support them whenever we can. Empower our 
faith to be lights in the world so that people may see our good works and glorify you and your 
Son. 
Work in us every day to imitate your love for the lost, the least, and the last. 
  
If you call us to glory before the final day comes, carry our souls to heaven where we will await 
the resurrection of our bodies. Comfort those who may grieve over losing us and point them to 
the day when they will join us at the marriage feast of the Lamb.  
Work in us every day so that we are ready whenever you call us home. 
  
Special prayers and intercessions  
 
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
Fill us with hope and joy as we await your Son’s return. Cause us to enjoy your earthly 
blessings in light of your eternal glories and to realize that heaven is really our home. Lead us 
to long for the splendor of Paradise where you will wipe away all tears from our eyes.  
Work in us every day as we listen for the sound of the final trumpet. Amen. 

 
Connect Card and Offering 
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page. 

 
Musical Offering Even So, Come 

 
Stand 
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Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 
read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 
 

Hymn 850 It Is Well with My Soul 
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Take Home Questions  
 
Habakkuk 1:1–3; 2:1-4 

1. With what is Habakkuk struggling with in the opening verses? In what ways have you 
experienced similar struggles in your own life? 
 
 
 

2. In what ways does God address Habakkuk’s and our struggles in the later verses? 
 
 

 
Revelation 22:6–13 

3. Jesus says, “I am coming soon.” For what reasons is that challenging for us? (Hint: read 2 
Peter 3:7-9)  
 
 
 

4. For what reasons, then, is the Word of God (spoken of four times in this reading) so 
important as we wait for Jesus’ coming? 
 
 
 

Luke 12:35–40 

5. From Jesus’ parable in these verses, what is so surprising about the master’s actions when 
he finally returns? 
 
 
 

6. Reflect on Jesus’ command to “be ready.” Thinking practically, what does readiness look 
like in your life and context? Be specific!  
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News & Announcements 
  

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service 
Wednesday, Nov. 26 at 6:30 PM 

 

This Blessed Fellowship Nov. 23 | 10:30 am 

Beginning this Sunday, our Adult Bible Study will explore a timely and meaningful series titled 
“This Blessed Fellowship.” Drawing deeply from Scripture, this study helps us understand the 
unity we share as Christians, how that unity is threatened, and how God calls us to live out our 
fellowship in faithful, loving practice. The study meets in the cafeteria from 10:30 to 11:30 am. 

Helpers Needed for Thanksgiving Meal  Nov. 26 & 27 

Make it a holiday tradition to help others before you enjoy your own Thanksgiving celebration.  
Starting at 2:00 on Wednesday, we need volunteers to prep food for the meal. Then on 
Thursday, you can serve food or deliver meals. Contact Nicole Sukow at snb@solarus.net or 715-
572-4629. We also need lots cookies and bars. You can bring your homemade treats to the 
cafeteria on Wednesday.  

Decorating for Christmas on Saturday   Nov. 29 | 9:00 am 

Next Saturday, we will decorate the church for Christmas. There is an outdoor nativity scene to 
erect, trees to assemble and decorate, garland to hang, pew candles to put out and decorate, 
plus clean up at the end. Veronica Klish has a plan for how everything should look. However, 
her chemotherapy has left her extra tired, and she needs extra helpers this year. The work starts 
at 9:00 am and continues throughout the day, so come when you can. 

Fruit Orders Due Today! 

If you would like to order items from Northland’s Annual Fruit Sale, please submit your order 
to the church office today! Order forms can be found on the Ministry Table. There are also 
posters hanging above the Ministry Table, which show the various items available. Proceeds 
from the sale support Northland Lutheran High School’s vision of preparing all students for this 
life and for eternity. 

New Christmas Cards Arrived     

New boxes of Christmas cards have arrived in the bookstore. The Christmas 
selection is displayed on the table inside the Resource Center. We have boxes 
of cards and small packs of watercolor Christmas card designs available. 
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Help with Sunday Refreshments    

Thanks to everyone who brough treats last Sunday. We need people to handle 
Sunday refreshments. This would include making a treat at home (or picking 
something up from the store), making the coffee, setting up the refreshment table, 
and cleaning up afterwards. Whether you would like to help serve or just bring some 
treats, please sign up online; look for the link in the Sunday Sneak Peek email or on 
our website at stpaulswr.org/serve. You can also contact Kayla Mallek (920-819-
1295) or Laurie Meister (715-570-9560).  

Pew Cleaning Party Scheduled Dec. 13 | 9:00 am   

In the year since we replaced our pew cushions, “things” have worked their way under the new 
cushions. In order to have everything fresh and clean for Christmas, we are having a pew 
cleaning party on Saturday, Dec. 13 starting at 9:00 am. We need to flip up the cushions and 
vacuum/clean out anything that has accumulated there. If we have enough people to help, we 
could also polish the backs of the pews. There is a signup sheet on the Ministry Table. If you 
have any questions, please contact Alan Verjinsky at 715-569-3812. 

Volunteers Still Needed for Christmas for Kids Dec. 6 | 9:00-11:45 am 

Can you spare one morning this Advent season to share the good news of our Savior’s birth 
with little kids? Our volunteer roster for Christmas for Kids still has several holes. Please check 
out the signup sheet on the Ministry Table or the online signup at www.stpaulswr.org/serve.  

Need a Last Minute Pie for Thanksgiving? 

Our frozen, take-and-bake, apple pies might fill the bill. Pop it into the oven straight from the 
freezer. You can get a pie from the office. They cost $12 each, and the profits will go toward 
special projects in the school. 

Use Scrip for Holiday Shopping 

As you start your holiday shopping be sure to use scrip to earn extra money for our school. If 
you have an online account, it is easy to download scrip for immediate use at checkout. Check 
it out at RaiseRight.com. October earning from St. Paul’s scrip totaled $1,221.79. 

Looking Ahead to Advent  

Our midweek Advent services start on Dec. 3. This year, the service will be held at 
6:30 pm with a meal beforehand (serving starts at 5:00). We hope you join us on 
Wednesdays for this extra chance to focus on our Savior’s birth and enjoy fellowship 
with your church family.  
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Calendar   November 23-30 

Sunday  9:00 AM Sunday Worship  
 10:30 AM  Bible Study in the cafeteria  
 10:30 AM Sunday School (3K – 5th grade) 
   

Monday 1:30 PM Spiritual Health Group in the chapel at Wisc Rapids Health Services 
 6:00 PM Choir Practice in the balcony 
   

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
 9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center  
 6:30 PM Stephen Ministers in the Resource Center 
  

Wednesday 2:00 PM Prep for the Community Thanksgiving Meal 
 6:30 PM  Thanksgiving Eve Worship 
   

Thursday 10:00 AM Serving the Community Thanksgiving Day Meal  
 
Saturday 9:00 AM Decorating for Christmas 
 
Sunday  9:00 AM Sunday Worship 
 10:30 AM  Bible Study in the cafeteria  
 10:30 AM Sunday School  

   
Attendance Report  
Last Week’s Attendance: 175 
 

Next Sunday    
Theme: Imminent Arrival of the King 
Readings: Isaiah 2:1-5; Philippians 4:4-7; 

Matthew 21:1-11 
 

Upcoming Events 
Dec. 3 Midweek Advent Service 
Dec. 6 Christmas for Kids – and Parents  
Dec. 7 Advent by Candlelight 
Dec. 20 School Christmas Service 
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