
WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE TIME IN BETWEEN:  

A Time for Faithful Service 
Twenty Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

November 19, 2023 

Welcome To Worship 
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you. 

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions. 

Service Notes For This Service 
As we wait for Christ to return, we are not to be sedentary. The reason Christ 
has not yet returned is that there is still work to be done. And Christ carries 
out his good work through us, his Church. So, until Christ comes again and 
says, “Stop!” believers will be busy with faithful service. Christ has given every 
believer gifts and talents. And when Christ entrusts us with those gifts and 
talents, he calls us to use them all for his glory. In the time between Christ’s 

first and second coming, we use everything the master has given us to live according to his will 
and to carry out his mission. 

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 11 of this service folder or 
Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal.   

Those Serving in Worship 

Pastor Peter Plagenz; Accompanist Kristi Perry; Musical Offering Josie Avery  

 

Copyright Information 
Setting Three from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New 
International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights 
reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: 
Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.  
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The Service: Setting Three 
Setting Three begins on page 188 of the hymnal. 

 

Welcome 
 

Hymn 748 Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly 
 
Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 188 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my 
thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not 
loved others as I should. I deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, 
my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I 
pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 190 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 191 
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 
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The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
 
Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that we may 
always look forward to the end of this present evil age and the day of your righteous judgment. 
Keep us steadfast in true and living faith, and present us at last holy and blameless before you; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

First Reading Isaiah 1:10–18 

Even though Israel would begrudgingly serve God for all his goodness to them, God promised to 
make them as pure and white as fresh snow. 

10 Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom! Listen to the law of our God, you 
people of Gomorrah! 11  What do your many sacrifices mean to me? says the LORD. I have more 
than enough rams as burnt offerings and enough fat from well-fed animals. I am not pleased 
with the blood of bulls or the blood of lambs and male goats. 12 When you come to appear 
before me, who has asked for this from your hands: this trampling on my courts? 13 Stop 
bringing worthless offerings! Your incense is an abomination to me. I cannot stand your sinful 
assemblies on the new moons, Sabbaths, and holy days. 

14 Deep in my soul I hate your new moons and your appointed feasts. They have become a 
burden to me. I am tired of putting up with them. 15 When you spread out your hands, I will 
hide my eyes from you. Indeed, even though you make many prayers, I will not hear. Your 
hands are full of blood. 16 Wash yourselves. Purify yourselves. Remove your evil deeds from my 
sight. Stop doing evil. 17 Learn to do good. Seek justice. Relieve the oppressed. Seek justice for 
the fatherless. Plead for the widow. 

18 Come now, and let us reason together, says the LORD. Though your sins are like scarlet, 
they will be as white as snow. Though they are as red as crimson, they will be like wool. (EHV®) 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day 128A Blest Are All Who Fear the LORD 
 Join beginning with the second verse. 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke. Tune: Stephen P. Johnson. Text: © 2004 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 
Tune: © 2002 Stephen R. Johnson. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Second Reading Romans 12:1–8 

In view of God's mercy, we understand, appreciate, and faithfully use the gifts he gives us. 
1 Therefore I urge you, brothers, by the mercies of God, to offer your bodies as a living 

sacrifice—holy and pleasing to God—which is your appropriate worship. 2 Also, do not 
continue to conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, so that you test and approve what is the will of God—what is good, pleasing, and 
perfect. 
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3 So by the grace given to me, I tell everyone among you not to think of yourself more 
highly than you ought, but think in a way that results in sound judgment, as God distributed a 
measure of faith to each of you. 4 For we have many members in one body, and not all the 
members have the same function. 5 In the same way, though we are many, we are one body in 
Christ, and individually members of one another. 

6 We have different gifts, according to the grace God has given us. If the gift is prophecy, 
do it in complete agreement with the faith. 7 If it is serving, then serve. If it is teaching, then 
teach. 8 If it is encouraging, then encourage. If it is contributing, be generous. If it is leadership, 
be diligent. If it is showing mercy, do it cheerfully. (EHV®) 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Revelation 2:10 

 
  

Be faithful, even to the / point of death,  
and I will give you life as your / victor’s crown. 
  

Refrain 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Gospel Matthew 25:14–30 

In response to the great gifts of our master, we are called to faithful and grateful service. 
14 “You see, the kingdom of heaven is like a man going on a journey. He called his servants 

and entrusted his possessions to them. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another two talents, 
and to still another one talent, each according to his own ability. Then he went on his journey. 
16 The servant who had received the five talents immediately put them to work and gained five 
more talents. 17 In the same way, the servant who had received the two talents gained two 
more. 18 But the servant who had received one talent went away, dug a hole in the ground, and 
hid his master’s money. 
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19 “After a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 
20 The servant who received the five talents came and brought five more talents. He said, 
‘Master, you entrusted five talents to me. See, I have gained five more talents.’ 

21 “His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You were faithful with a 
few things. I will put you in charge of many things. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 

22 “The servant who received the two talents came and said, ‘Master, you entrusted me with 
two talents. See, I have gained two more talents.’ 

23 “His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You were faithful with a 
few things. I will put you in charge of many things. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 

24 “Then the servant who received one talent came and said, ‘Master, I knew that you are a 
hard man, reaping where you did not plant and gathering where you did not scatter seed. 
25 Since I was afraid, I went away and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what is 
yours.’ 

26 “His master answered him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant! You knew that I reap where I did 
not plant and gather where I did not scatter seed? 27 Well then, you should have deposited my 
money with the bankers so that when I came I would get my money back with interest. 28 Take 
the talent away from him and give it to the servant who has the ten talents. 29 Because everyone 
who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. But the one who does not have, 
even what he has will be taken away from him. 30 Throw that worthless servant into the outer 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” (EHV®) 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated 

 
Children's Message 

 
Hymn of the Day 751 O God, Your Hand the Heavens Made 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 
 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 
Today, the prayer will be offered by individual petitions. Each petition will end this way: 

Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
  
The final petition will end this way: 

...who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Connect Card and Offering 
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page. 

 
Musical Offering    Let All Things Now Living    
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Special Prayers This Week 
† For Nona Henke as she goes through rehab.  

† Linda Lucht is recovering from surgery 

† Mrs. Emily Radtke continues to deliberate her call to serve St. Paul’s as a primary school teacher. 

† Miss Josie Avery continues to deliberate her call to teach in Washington, MI. 

†   

†   

†   

†  

†   

†    

Questions for Examination  
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness? 

† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me? 

† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament? 

† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life? 

† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)?  

† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.  
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The Sacrament 
 
Stand 

 
Preface CW 199 

 

 

 
Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman  © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that 
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 
until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 200 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown of 
your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us 
from sin.  
  

We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those under law, 
that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed 
death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 
 

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, increase 
our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when Christ will 
welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God our 
Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done   
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

 
Lamb of God CW 202 
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman  © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 
Be seated 

 

Distribution 
 

Distribution Hymn 562 Jesus Paid It All 
 

Distribution Hymn 659 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior 
 
Stand 

 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to share 
our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 
your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

Hymn 930 Go, My Children, with My Blessing 
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Take Home Questions 
 

1. Read through Jesus’ parable in Matthew 25 with an eye on the similarities and differences 
between the servants. What made the third servant uniquely different from the other two? 
In what ways does this help us understand Jesus’ purpose behind this parable? 
 
 
 
 

2. Read Isaiah 1:10-17 and pick three adjectives to describe Israel’s worship given to God. 
Then, read Isaiah 1:18 and pick three adjectives to describe God’s response and his 
character. In what ways does this affect our attitude toward our worship given to God? 

 

 

 

 

3. Read Romans 12:1-2 and explain the following statement. “A good work is only good if it 
has the right motivation—love for Jesus and the mercies of God.” For what reasons can we 
live lives that are holy and God-pleasing? 
 
 
 
 

4. Read Romans 12:6-8. What are some gifts that you have according to the grace God has 
given you? In what ways can you use those gifts to offer your body as a living sacrifice…  
a. …in your life at home?  

 
 
 

b. …in your life at work? (or hobbies/volunteering if retired)  
 

 

 
c. …in your life at church?  
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News & Announcements 
 

Sunday’s Bible Study: 
When Someone We Love Is Afflicted  
With a Terminal Illness  
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM 

    

Make Desserts for the Community Meal 

Your holiday cookies and bars will make a yummy addition to the Thanksgiving meals being 
distributed on Thursday. Please bring your donations to the cafeteria this Wednesday, Nov. 22, 
so they can be prepackaged. (Please also remember, no nuts or pies.) 

Volunteer for Christmas for Kids Dec. 9 | 9:00-11:45 AM 

Christmas for Kids is just three weeks away. You have the opportunity to give parents a much 
needed break during the busy holiday season and to share the truth about Christmas with 
children. Volunteers are needed in all areas – leaders and helpers, during the event or leading up 
to it. You can sign up at the Ministry Table or look for a link on our website under the Serve tab.  

Get the Word Out - We especially need people to help us let the community know about 
Christmas for Kids. If you haven’t seen it yet, please look for our Facebook event and share it 
with others. We put postcards in your mail slot a couple of weeks ago; share them with 
neighborhood families, friends, or coworkers. Finally, hang posters at local businesses or your 
place of work. Posters can be found on the Ministry Table. The packets of posters in the tract 
rack go to a cluster businesses in a particular area. There are also individual posters, if you 
needed them.  

Need a Pie for Thanksgiving? 

We have a few apple pies and several apple crisps left from the bake sale.  These are all frozen 
and uncooked.  Baking instructions are included, so you can have a freshly baked dessert for the 
holiday. You can purchase one from the church office or a Willing Worker. 

Do You Love to Decorate for Christmas? Nov. 24 | 9:00 AM 

We have trees to assemble and decorate, garland to hang, pew candles to trim, 
an outdoor nativity scene to set up, and more. Come on Friday, Nov. 24 starting 
at 9:00 am to help make the church look festive. This can take several hours, but 
we understand it you have to leave early or can’t come until later. Latecomers 
can help with finishing touches and clean up. 
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An Elegant Advent Celebration Dec. 3 | 6:00 PM 

Invite your friends for music, God’s Word, dessert, and fellowship all in an 
elegant atmosphere. Advent by Candlelight is Sunday, Dec. 9 at 6:00 pm.  
Seating is limited. The signup sheets are on the Ministry Table. 

NLHS Fruit Sale Order Due Today  

Northland Lutheran High School (NLHS) is holding their annual fruit sale. In addition to fruit, 
choices include items like cheese, sausage, and trail mix. See the posters and order forms at the 
Ministry Table. Orders are due by today! Items will be available for pick up on Dec. 15. 

Save the date: Preschool & School Services Dec. 16 | 10 AM & 4 PM 

As you make plans for the holiday season, be sure to include the Preschool and/or School 
Christmas Services. These will be held on Saturday, Dec. 16 – the Preschool at 10:00 am and K-8 
at 4:00 pm. Come hear the children proclaim tiding of great joy! 

Host an NLHS Student 

Northland Lutheran High School is currently seeking host families for students to attend NLHS.  
Please prayerfully consider taking a student into your home for the remainder of this school 
year. NLHS currently has one male and one female student who are in need of housing.  What 
a rewarding opportunity to serve our Lord!  If you have questions or concerns, please reach out 
to Ryan Wiechmann (715-297-4427 or rwiechmann@nlhs.org) or Rick Grundman (715-432-0240 
or rgrundman@nlhs.org).   

Midweek Advent Services Begin Dec. 6 

This year, there is a week in between Thanksgiving and the start of Advent. Therefore, our 
Midweek Advent Services will be on Wednesdays, Dec. 6, 13 & 20, at 4:00 & 6:30 pm.  A fellowship 
meal will be served from 4:45 to 6:00 pm. If you, or your group, would like to help with one of 
meals, please contact Seth Kroells at 507-676-7142. 
 

Moms, Dads, Need a Break? 

Sign your kids up for Christmas for Kids on Dec. 9 from 9:00-11:45 am. You 
will have the morning free to do some shopping, wrapping, or just relaxing 
without the kids. To free up even more time, we will even take care of lunch 
for the whole family. Learn more a www.stpaulswr.org/Christmas-for-Kids.   
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Calendar November 19-26 
 

Sunday  8:00 AM Worship 
 9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
 9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 3K-6th 
 10:30 AM Worship  
      

Monday 4:30 PM Choir Practice in the balcony  
 
Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
 9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center  
 6:30 PM Leadership Council in the Resource Center  
 

Wednesday 6:30 PM Thanksgiving Worship 
  

Thursday  11:00 AM Community Thanksgiving Meal 
   

Friday  9:00 AM Decorating for Christmas 
 

Sunday  8:00 AM Worship 
 9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
 9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 3K-6th 
 10:30 AM Worship  

 

Attendance Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  223 

 

Next Sunday 
Theme: The Time In Between: A Time to Yearn for the End 
Readings: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18;  

Matthew 25:31-46  

 

Upcoming Events 
Dec. 3 Advent by Candlelight 
Dec. 6 Midweek Advent Services 
Dec. 9 Christmas for Kids 
Dec. 16 Preschool & School Christmas Services 
 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING 

WORSHIP SERVICE 

Wednesday, Nov. 22  

at 6:30 PM 
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