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Cause > Effect:  
Judgement > Peace 

Twenty Third Sunday after Pentecost 

The sun of righteousness will rise,  

and there will be healing in its wings. 
 

- Malachi 4:6 
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

November 16, 2025 

Welcome To Worship 
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you. 

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions. 

Service Notes For This Service 
Our world is full of victims of abuse, violence, and oppression. In many 
cases this evil goes unnoticed and unpunished. A future without the hope 
of judgment means no peace. If there is no hope of judgment, victims 
would be driven either into total despair or to be consumed by the desire 
for revenge. A future that includes judgment, however, gives those who 

are wronged the peace of knowing that one day there will be perfect justice.  

When we are horribly wronged, what are our options? Taking matters into our own hands? 
Despair? Jesus provides a better option. Trust that he will keep his promise to return, bringing 
judgment. The effect of that promise? We have peace, knowing that every wrong will eventually 
be righted by the one righteous Judge. 

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 8 of this service folder or 
Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal. 

Those Serving in Worship 
Pastor Peter Plagenz; Accompanist: Sue Kulhanek; Preservice music: Terri Dobratz; Offering 
music: Rose Paul 

Acknowledgements 
Setting Two from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage 
Version® (EHV®) © 2017 Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Liturgical and musical settings of Scriptur e 
based on text from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used 
by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.  
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The Service 
 
Welcome 
 

Hymn 490 The Clouds of Judgment Gather 

Please join as you feel comfortable. 
 

Stand 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 172 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us 
from all unrighteousness. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my 
thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not 
loved others as I should. I deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, 
my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I 
pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 176 
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Tune: Marty Haugen Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that we may 
always look forward to the end of this present evil age and the day of your righteous judgment. 
Keep us steadfast in true and living faith, and present us at last holy and blameless before you; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

First Reading Malachi 4:1-6 

On the day of judgment, those who do evil will be laid low. But that day will mean rescue for 
those who revere the name of the LORD. 

  1Look! The day is coming, burning like a blast furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer 
will be stubble. The day that is coming will set them on fire, says the LORD of Armies, a day 
that will not leave behind a root or branch for them. 2But for you who fear my name, the sun of 
righteousness will rise, and there will be healing in its wings. You will go out and jump around 
like calves from the stall.  
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3You will trample the wicked. They will surely be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day 
when I take action, says the LORD of Armies. 
  4Remember the law of my servant Moses, which I commanded to him at Horeb to serve as 
statutes and judgments over all Israel. 
  5Look! I am going to send Elijah the prophet to you before the great and fearful day of the 
LORD comes! 6He will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to 
their fathers. Otherwise, I will come and strike the land with complete destruction. (EHV®) 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading 2 Thessalonians 1:5–10 

The Thessalonian Christians were suffering a persecution. To empower their perseverance, Paul 
assures them of the coming judgment and punishment. 

 5This is evidence of God's righteous verdict that resulted in your being counted worthy of 
God's kingdom, for which you also suffer. 6Certainly, it is right for God to repay trouble to 
those who trouble you, 7and to give relief to you, who are troubled along with us. When the 
Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his powerful angels, 8he will exercise vengeance in 
flaming fire on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus. 9Such people will receive a just penalty: eternal destruction away from the presence 
of the Lord and from his glorious strength, 10on that day when he comes to be glorified among 
his saints, and to be marveled at among all those who have believed, because our testimony to 
you was believed. (EHV®) 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
 

Gospel Acclamation Revelation 2:10 
Alleluia. Be faithful, even to the point of death,  
and I will give you life as your victor’s crown. Alleluia.  
 

Gospel Luke 21:5–19 

Jesus instructs us, when persecuted, to not seek vengeance. Instead, we are to stand firm and 
persevere, confident in the justice of coming judgment. 

  5As some were talking about the temple, how it was decorated with beautiful stones and 
offerings, Jesus said, 6“These things that you see here—the days will come when there will not 
be one stone left on another—every one will be thrown down.” 
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  7They asked him, “Teacher, when will these things happen? And what is the sign that these 
things are about to happen?” 
  8He said, “Watch out so that you are not deceived! For many will come in my name, saying, 
‘I am he,’ and ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow them. 9Whenever you hear of wars and 
revolutions, do not be terrified, for these things must happen first, but the end will not be 
right then.” 
  10Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 
11There will be great earthquakes, famines, and plagues in various places. There will be 
horrifying sights and great signs from heaven. 12But before all these things, they will lay their 
hands on you and will persecute you, handing you over to synagogues and prisons, bringing 
you before kings and governors for my name's sake. 13It will turn out to be your opportunity to 
testify. 14So make up your minds not to prepare beforehand how to defend yourselves, 15for I 
will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to withstand or 
contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends. They will 
put some of you to death. 17You will be hated by all people for my name's sake. 18But not a hair 
of your head will perish. 19By patient endurance you will gain your lives.” (EHV®) 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated 

 

Children’s Message  
 
Hymn of the Day 488 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near 
 

Sermon 
 
Stand 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Be seated 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Church 
Today, the prayer will be offered by individual petitions. Each petition will end this way: 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
  
The final petition will end this way: 
...who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Connect Card and Offering 
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page. 
 

Musical Offering    Paradise  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sacrament 

Special Prayers This Week 
† For Mike Metz, who is having back surgery on Nov. 19 
† For Greg Machtan, who is having health issues 
† For Sarah Burgess, who we called to serve as a teacher  
†   
†   

†   

Questions for Examination  
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness? 

† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me? 

† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this 
sacrament? 

† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing 
life? 

† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 
or Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)?  

† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 
Following worship, the pastor would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.  
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Stand 
 

Preface CW 183 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that 
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 
until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184 
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Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
 

Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 



11 

 

Be seated 

 

Distribution 
 

Distribution Hymn 659 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior 
 
Stand 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in 
this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 
strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day when 
you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn 324 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You (sts. 1,4,5) 
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Take Home Questions  
 
Malachi 4:1-6 

1. The events of the Lord’s coming described in vv. 1-3 may be troubling to some. For what 
reasons can we rejoice when these things happen? 
 

 
2. “A god who sets people on fire and turns them to stubble seems wicked and vindictive. I’m 

not sure that’s a god I’m comfortable believing in.” How might you respond? 
 

 
3. The ministry of John the Baptist is described here, who would “turn the hearts of the 

fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers” (v. 6). In what 
ways can we talk about the Savior’s coming judgement with our children? 
 

 
2 Thessalonians 1:5–10 

4. For what reasons is God just in bringing judgement against those who reject him? 
 

 
5. On whom will the Lord exercise vengeance according to v. 8? Describe these two groups of 

people, framing your thoughts with the natural knowledge of God (creation and 
conscience) and the revealed knowledge of God (God’s Word and the gospel). 
 

 
Luke 21:5–19 

6. What signs does Jesus give his disciples that the end is coming? How many of these things 
are happening now? In what ways does that impact our day-to-day lives? 
 

 
7. Natural disasters and other catastrophes are common in our world today. In light of these 

verses, what might Christians think about when they see or experience these events? 
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News & Announcements 
  

This Sunday’s Bible Study Hour:  
Luther and the Creeds in Lutheranism 
Join us in the cafeteria at 10:30 AM 

 

Sign Up Today for Advent by Candlelight!   

If you want to attend Advent by Candlelight, be sure to sign up today! The deadline is Monday. 
The signup sheet is on the Ministry Table. Advent by Candlelight is on Sunday, Dec. 7, at 2:00 
pm, with doors opening at 1:30. Amidst the bustle of the season, this is a peaceful time to focus 
on Christ’s birth. Be sure to invite a friend! 

Help with Sunday Refreshments    

You may have noticed that the refreshment offerings on Sunday have not been the 
same the last few weeks. Alan Verjinsky usually takes care of this all on his own. 
However, Al has suffered a health setback. While he regains his strength, we need 
people to handle Sunday refreshments. This would include making a treat at home (or 
picking something up from the store), making the coffee, setting up the refreshment 

table, and cleaning up afterwards. If you'd like to help serve please sign up online; look for the 
link in the Sunday Sneak Peek email or on our website at stpaulswr.org/serve. You can also 
contact Kayla Mallek (920-819-1295) or Laurie Meister (715-570-9560). Kayla and Laurie are 
serving the refreshments today, so you find them at the refreshment tables.  

We Still Have Pies! 

We still have frozen, take-and-bake, apple pies from the bake sale. If you didn’t have a chance 
to pick one up last weekend or if you want another one, you can purchase a pie from the office. 
These pies are great to keep in the freezer for Thanksgiving or other holiday gatherings. The pies 
cost $12 each, and the profits will be used for special projects in the school. 

Family Fun Night Nov. 20 | 4:45 pm 

You are invited to come for an evening of fun this Thursday. 
We will be making encouragement cards for our shut-in 
ministry. Stay for dinner and games in the gym! Dinner will 
be lasagna and the salad bar. We hope you can attend. 
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Make Cookies for the Thanksgiving Meal  Nov. 26 

We need lots cookies and bars for the Community Thanksgiving Meal. About 
500 people will be served. You can bring your homemade treats to the cafeteria 
on Wednesday, Nov. 26. No pies please, as they do not hold up in transport. 
Also no nuts, because of allergy concerns. 

Register for Christmas for Kids – and Parents  Dec. 6 | 9:00-11:45 am 

This year’s Christmas for Kids has a new feature for parents. Moms and dads will learn practical 
ways to bring Jesus and his Word into their home and family life. When you register your kids 
just let us know you will be staying, by checking “yes” on the parent activity question. You can 
signup at stpaulswr.org/Christmas-for-Kids, or call the church office (715-421-3634). 

Subscribe Now for Advent Devotions 

The holidays are approaching quickly. Before you get too busy, subscribe to receive Advent 
devotions in your inbox. When they start to arrive in December, you will be thankful for the 
daily encouragement. Martin Luther College is sending out devotions under the theme “All 
Things New.” Subscribe at mlc-wels.edu/publications/seasonal-devotions/. (We will also have 
illustrated booklets containing these devotions. They will be available after Thanksgiving.) 
WELS Women’s Ministry is sending out devotions with the theme “A Light Shines in Darkness.” 
To subscribe, visit WELS.net/womens-ministry. 

Thank You, Thrivent Members  

Our church recently received a gift of $300 from Thrivent Financial through their Thrivent 
Choice program. We thank the congregation members who took time to designate St. Paul’s as 
the recipient of their Thrivent Choice allotment. If you have a Thrivent product, we encourage 
you to check into whether you qualify to direct Choice Dollars to St. Paul’s. Thank you, Thrivent! 

Holiday Helpers Needed   

Community Thanksgiving Meal – Thursday, Nov. 27 
Prep food on Wednesday. Serve food or deliver meal on Thursday. 
Contact Nicole Sukow at snb@solarus.net or 715-572-4629. 

Decorating for Christmas – Saturday, Nov. 29 
Put up trees, garland, and more. The work starts at 9:00 am and 
continues throughout the day. Come when you can. 

Christmas for Kids and Parents – Saturday, Dec. 6 
Leaders and helpers needed. Find more details and a signup on the 

Ministry Table or at www.stpaulswr.org/serve  
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Calendar   November 16-23 

Sunday  9:00 AM Sunday Worship  
 10:30 AM  Bible Study in the cafeteria  
 10:30 AM Sunday School (3K – 5th grade) 
   

Monday 1:30 PM Spiritual Health Group in the chapel at Wisc Rapids Health Services 
 6:00 PM Choir Practice in the balcony 
   

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
 9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center  
 6:30 PM Leadership Council in the Resource Center 
  

Wednesday 8:45 AM School Chapel Service  
 6:00 PM Bible & Brews Group at B’s Tap House 
 6:00 PM Catechism Class in room 110 
 6:30 PM  Bible Book Group in the Resource Center 
   

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop  
 1:00 PM  Newsletter Assembly 
 2:50 PM Principal’s Bible Study in the Welcome Center  
 4:45 PM Family Fun Night in the cafeteria 
 
Sunday  9:00 AM Sunday Worship 
 10:30 AM  Bible Study in the cafeteria  
 10:30 AM Sunday School  
  

Attendance Report  
Last Week’s Attendance: 204 
 

Next Sunday    
Theme: Cause / Effect: Scripture / Anticipation 
Readings: Habakkuk 1:1-3; 2:1-4; Revelation 22:6-13; 

Luke 12:35-40 
 

Upcoming Events 
Nov. 26 Thanksgiving Eve Worship at 6:30 pm 
Nov. 27 Community Thanksgiving Meal 
Nov. 29 Decorating for Christmas  
Dec. 3 Midweek Advent Service 
Dec. 6 Christmas for Kids – and Parents  
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