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Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here.
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Service
King David once said that guilt makes you feel like your very bones are
rotting. Guilt makes you feel weak . . . sick. Guilt can make it hard to focus
on anything else . . . hard to function. And guilt is an inescapable fact of
@Hcﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁ—j life. Ez]/teryogr;le carries guilt about something. Worse, our efg)rts to deal
i with guilt—minimizing our mistakes, making excuses for our sin—don’t
help, but only make us feel worse. What alleviates the burden of guilt?

Just one thing—God’s gift of grace. Christ’s love is undeserved and unconditional. He pardons
every sin. This is the entire reason Jesus came to earth. This was his mission—to give the gift of
grace! When we receive that gift, our guilt melts. Left in its place is the joy of our salvation.

Those Serving in Worship
Pastor Mike Plagenz; Accompanist: Kristi Perry

Acknowledgements

Setting Two from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage
Version® (EHV®) © 2017 Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture
based on text from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used
by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.



The Service

Welcome

Hymn 583 God Loves Me Dearly
Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 173
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Lord God, forgive the wrongdoing of your people, and be gentle with us in our weakness.
Deliver us from the bondage of our sin, and direct us to the path of righteousness; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Micah 7:18-20
There is no God like the LORD. He is defined by his pardoning, forgiving grace.

BWho is a God like you, who forgives guilt,

and who passes over the rebellion of the survivors from his inheritance?
He does not hold onto his anger forever.

He delights in showing mercy.

YHe will have compassion on us again.

He will overcome our guilty deeds.

You will throw all their sins into the depths of the sea.

20You will give truth to Jacob and mercy to Abraham,

as you swore to our fathers from days of old. (EHv®)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm of the Day 63A In the Morning | Will Sing
The congregation sings the refrain; the soloist sings the verses.

Refrain
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you. I will sing glad songs of praise to you.

Soloist - O God, you are my God; for you I long;
for you my soul is thirsting.
My body pines for you
like a dry, weary land without water.
So I gaze on you in the sanctuary
to see your strength and your glory. (Refrain)

Soloist - For your love is better than life,
my lips will speak your praise.
So I will bless you all my life,
in your name I will lift up my hands.
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet,
my mouth shall praise you with joy. (Refrain)

Soloist - On my bed I remember you.
On you I muse through the night,
for you have been my help;
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice.
My soul clings to you;
your right hand holds me fast. (Refrain)

Tune: Marty Haugen; Text: © 1963, 1986, 1993 The Grail, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
Tune: © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903



Second Reading Romans 5:6-11
The gift of God’s grace is seen most clearly in Christ’s death for sinners.

SFor at the appointed time, while we were still helpless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7It is
rare indeed that someone will die for a righteous person. Perhaps someone might actually go
so far as to die for a person who has been good to him. 8But God shows his own love for us in
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

9Therefore, since we have now been justified by his blood, it is even more certain that we
will be saved from God's wrath through him. *°For if, while we were enemies, we were
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, it is even more certain that, since we have been
reconciled, we will be saved by his life. "And not only is this so, but we also go on rejoicing
confidently in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received this
reconciliation. (EHV®)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Luke 19:9,10
Alleluia. Salvation has come to this house today,
for the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost. Alleluia.

Gospel Luke 19:1-10

The grace that Jesus showed to Zacchaeus causes that tax collector to demonstrate the joy of
his salvation.

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2A man named Zacchaeus was there. He
was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. 3He was trying to see who Jesus was, but since he
was short, he could not see because of the crowd. 4He ran on ahead and climbed up into a
sycamore tree to see Jesus, because he was about to pass by that way. SWhen Jesus came to the
place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for [ must stay at your
house today.” ®He came down quickly and welcomed Jesus joyfully. 7When the people saw it,
they were all grumbling because he went to be a guest of a sinful man.

8Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I am going to give half of my
possessions to the poor. And if I have cheated anyone out of anything, I will pay back four
times as much.”

9Jesus said to him, “Today, salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of
Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (EHV®)

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!



Be seated

Children’s Message
Hymn of the Day 570 God Loved the World So That He Gave

Sermon DOES GOD REALLY LOVE ME?
1. How can He love someone so ungodly.
2. But how could He give up His only Son?

Stand

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Special Prayers This Week

T  For Barb Reitz, who is struggling with health issues

T  For Ruth Taggatz, who is struggling with health issues
T  For Sarah Burgess, who we called to serve as a teacher
_i.
_i.




Prayer of the Church

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ.
Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us.

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today.

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with a love
like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people.
Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve.

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each other
with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of keeping
their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and make them a
blessing to others.

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds.

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for those
who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to defend
those who cannot defend themselves.

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to all.

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome unbelief,
and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus has forgiven
their sins and opened the gates of heaven.

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you.

Special prayers and intercession
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers,
spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Connect Card and Offering

Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him. If the gospel message
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR
code with your mobile phone. It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

10



WELS Connection WELS Long-Range Strategic Plan: Calling
Stand

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them,
read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 576 Amazing Grace

11



Take Home Questions

Micah 7:18-20
1. What three adjectives would you use to describe God based on these verses? (Try to pick
ones that aren’t included in the verses themselves.)

2. Micah’s prophetic book contains a lot of law preaching (6:1,2; 9-16). Yet these are the last
verses in the book of Micah. For what reasons do those hard words make these gospel
verses so much sweeter?

Romans 5:6-11
3. All our sins are paid for; we have been reconciled with God. Without these truths, in what

ways could we misunderstand the suffering we face in life?

4. In what facets of your life (tasks, relationships, etc.) can you increase your confident
rejoicing because of your reconciliation through Jesus Christ?

Luke 19:1-10
5. This is one of Luke’s final accounts of Jesus’ ministry before entering Jerusalem during

Holy Week. In what ways does this account epitomize the work Jesus came to do as the
Messiah?

6. Compare and contrast the motives behind Zacchaeus’ actions with those behind good
things done apart from Jesus?

12



News & Announcements

1CA
0\ ) AE

s %1 This Sunday’s Bible Study Hour:
g h x £ The Use of the Nicene Creed After 381
Join us in the church at 10:30 AM
Shop the Craft & Bake Sale Today, Nov. 9

After the service, be sure to stop by the cafeteria and shop the Craft & Bake Sale. Pick up a treat
for yourself or a gift for someone else. Proceeds from the sale will help pay for special projects
around the school.

Note: The Sunday Bible Study will meet in the sanctuary, but you should have time to shop
before class starts at 10:30.

Church Library/Bookstore Display

Today, there is again a bookstore/library display at the entrance to the sanctuary. Feel free to
browse and learn more about purchasing items from the bookstore or checking out items from
the library. Any bookstore items on the table are available for purchase, and library items that
are on the table may be checked out. Head into the Resource Center for additional selections.
The Resource Center is open every Sunday before and after services for people to access the
bookstore and library (see the shelf along the right-hand side). Both are self-serve. We are
currently working on developing our children's section. Suggestions for inventory are welcome!

Reserve a Thanksgiving Meal Nov. 10-18

The reservation window for the Community Thanksgiving Meal opens this Monday and
continues through Tuesday, Nov. 18. If you are alone or can’t afford a holiday meal, we encourage
you to sign up. Reservations are bring taken through the United Way. You can call them at 211
weekdays between 9:00 am and 3:00 pm. All meals are take-out with delivery available for those
with mobility issues.

Register for Christmas for Kids — and Parents Dec. 6 | 9:00-11:45 am
This year’s Christmas for Kids has a new feature for parents. Moms ‘

and dads will learn practical ways to bring Jesus and his Word into
their home and family life. When you register your kids just let us
know you will be staying, by checking “yes” on the parent activity
question. You can signup at stpaulswr.org/Christmas-for-Kids, or
call the church office (715-421-3634).

AMA
“TorKidss

———
nd Parent®
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Only One Weeks to Sign Up for Advent by Candlelight

Just a reminder for the ladies that the sign up deadline for the Advent by Candlelight is Nov. 17.
The signup sheet is on the Ministry Table. Advent by Candlelight is on Sunday, December 7, at
2:00 p.m., with doors opening at 1:30. A monetary free will offering for area food pantries will
also be taken. Please sign up soon!

Holiday Helpers Needed

Make Cookies - Wednesday, Nov. 26
Bring in your donations of cookies or bars for the Thanksgiving meal.

Community Thanksgiving Meal - Thursday, Nov. 27
Prep food on Wednesday. Serve food or deliver meal on Thursday.
Contact Nicole Sukow at snb@solarus.net or 715-572-4629.

Decorating for Christmas - Saturday, Nov. 29 2
Put up trees, garland, and more. The work starts at 9:00 am and i
L

continues throughout the day. Come when you can.

Christmas for Kids and Parents - Saturday, Dec. 6

A2 A
Leaders and helpers needed. Find more details and a signup on the £ % g oy
Ministry Table or at www.stpaulswr.org/serve 8 ﬁ

Advent by Candlelight ~Sunday, Dec. 7
Help with decorating or serving. Contact Sue Kulhanek at 715-213-9093.

NLHS Presents “Little Women”’ Nov. 14-15

Northland Lutheran High School (NLHS) invites you to a production of “Little Women” put on
by their drama club. The story follows the lives of four sisters as they pass from childhood to
womanhood. There will be two performances - this Friday, Nov. 14 at 7:00 pm and Saturday,
Nov. 15 at 3:00 pm. The cost is only $5 for adults and $3 for children. Tickets can be purchased
at the door. Plan a special outing with a friend or child.

Giving to Synod

Our Congregational Mission Offering (CMO) to the synod through the end of September totaled
$25,866. This represent 74% of our yearly goal, so we are on track with our giving to the WELS.
The amount our church gives in CMO is a percentage of the gifts we receive in our regular
offering. If you have any questions, please direct them to our Financial Secretary, Mike
Anderson, or our Treasurer, Kevin Meister.

14



Calendar

November 9-16

Sunday 9:00 AM
10:00 AM
10:30 AM

10:30 AM

Monday 1:30 PM
6:00 PM

6:30 pm

Tuesday 6:45 AM
9:45 AM

6:30 PM

Wednesday  8:45 AM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM

6:30 PM

7:00 AM
2:50 PM
6:30 PM

Thursday

Sunday 9:00 AM
10:30 AM

10:30 AM

Attendance Report

Last Week’s Attendance:

Next Sunday

Theme: Cause / Effect: Judgement / Peace
Readings: Malachi 4:1-6; 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10;

Luke 21:5-19

Upcoming Events
Nov. 26
Nov. 27
Nov. 29
Dec. 6

Thanksgiving Eve Worship at 6:30 pm
Community Thanksgiving Meal
Decorating for Christmas

Christmas for Kids - and Parents

Sunday Worship

Fall Craft & Bake Sale

Bible Study in the church
Sunday School (3K - 5th grade)

Spiritual Health Group in the chapel at Wisc Rapids Health Services
Choir Practice in the balcony
Sisters on a Mission in the Resource Center

Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
Stephen Ministers in the Resource Center

School Chapel Service

Catechism Class in room 110

Bible & Brews Group at B’s Tap House
Bible Book Group in the Resource Center

Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
Principal’s Bible Study in the Welcome Center
Foundations of the Christian Faith in the Resource Center

Sunday Worship

Bible Study in the cafeteria 'a 7
i ;905, 5

Sunday School e,

200 ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT

Ladies, you and your female family and friends

are invited to join us for Advent by Candlelight

Sunday, December 7th 2:00 p.m.
Starting in the Welcome Center

Enjoy a program, dessert, and fellowship as we
unwrap the names of Jesus and reflect on the

priceless gift they reveal

Reservations can be made on the sign up sheet

on the ministry table by November 17

For further inquiries,
contact Sue Kulhanek 715-213-9093
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