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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

November 5, 2023

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Service
Childbearing is an excruciating process. Yet each day countless women, 
wanting a baby, willingly become pregnant. This shows that pain can be 
endured if we know it is temporary and that happier times come immediately 
after. Likewise, the time in between Christ’s first and second coming are going 
to be full hardship, especially for believers. How do we bear it? We remember 
that this is temporary. Happier times are coming! That truth is made crystal 

clear on this All Saints’ Day. On this day we remember every saint who has gone before us—all 
those who had faith in the Lamb of God: the heroes of faith in Scripture; our faithful Christian 
family members, now fallen asleep. They all endured hardship and pain. But no more. Now they 
enjoy perfect glory, peace, and joy. As we journey through this time in between, how do we 
endure? We remember all the saints. We focus on the future glory that waits for us. 

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 11 of this service folder or 
Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal.  

Those Serving in Worship
Pastor Peter Plagenz; Accompanist Sue Kulhanek; Musical Offering Chris Williams

Copyright Information
Setting Three from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New 
International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights 
reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: 
Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 



3

The Service: Setting Three
Setting Three begins on page 188 of the hymnal.

Welcome

Hymn 882 What Joy to Join the Chorus

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 188
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 190

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 191
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have knit your people together into one holy Church, the body of Christ 
our Lord. Grant us grace to follow the example of your blessed saints in lives of faith and 
willing service and with them at last inherit the inexpressible joys that you have prepared for 
those who love you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Be seated

First Reading Revelation 7:9–17
As we see all the heavenly saints through John's vision, we remember the future glory that waits 
for us.

9 After these things I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, 
from every nation, tribe, people, and language, standing in front of the throne and of the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and with palm branches in their hands. 10 They called out with 
a loud voice and said: “Salvation comes from our God, who sits on the throne, and from the 
Lamb.”

11 All the angels stood around the throne, the elders, and the four living creatures. They fell 
on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, 12 saying: “Amen. Blessing and glory and 
wisdom and thanks and honor and power and might belong to our God forever and ever. 
Amen.”

13 One of the elders spoke to me and said, “These people dressed in white robes, who are 
they and where did they come from?”

And I answered him, “Sir, you know.”
14 And he said to me: “These are the ones who are coming out of the great tribulation. They 

have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Because of this they 
are in front of the throne of God, and they serve him day and night in his temple. He who sits 
on the throne will spread his tent over them. 16 They will never be hungry or thirsty ever again.
The sun will never beat upon them, nor will any scorching heat, 17 for the Lamb at the center of 
the throne will be their shepherd. He will lead them to springs of living water. And God will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes”. (EHV®)

 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Remembering the Saints
I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;
And whoever lives and believes in me will never die. John 11:25-26 NIV

Darlene Reynolds ~ November 21, 2022

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is 
seated at the right hand of God. 

Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.  Colossians 3:1-2 NIV 
Margaret Jackson ~ May 13, 2023

Be faithful, even to the point of death. 
And I will give you the crown of life.  Revelation 2:10 NIV

Ruth “Pat” Bowes ~ June 28, 2023
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I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.
And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God.  Job 19:25-26 NIV 
Elaine Gill ~ June 29, 2023

I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes in him who sent me has eternal life 
and will not be condemned;

He has crossed over from death to life.  John 5:24 NIV 
Roger Gumz ~ July 1, 2023

Second Reading 1 John 3:1–3
Because we are adopted as children of the heavenly Father, we are heirs of future glory. 

See the kind of love the Father has given us that we should be called children of God, and 
that is what we are! The world does not know us, because it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, 
we are children of God now, but what we will be has not yet been revealed. We know that 
when he is revealed we will be like him, and we will see him as he really is. 3 Everyone who has 
this hope purifies himself just as Jesus is pure. (EHV®)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Revelation 7:15

They are before the / throne of God
and serve him day and night in his / temple.

Refrain
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Gospel Matthew 5:1–12
Sorrow, hardship, and persecution are all temporary. Future glory and eternal blessings are on 
their way.

1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up onto a mountain. When he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 2 He opened his mouth and began to teach them. He said these things:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
    because theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,
    because they will be comforted.
5 Blessed are the gentle,
    because they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
    because they will be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful,
    because they will receive mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
    because they will see God.
9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
    because they will be called sons of God.
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
    because theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 

against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven. In 
fact, that is how they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” (EHV®)

 
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 888 Here from All Nations

Sermon

Stand
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Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end.
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church
With grateful hearts, Lord,
We remember before you this day…
That great cloud of witnesses whose living trust in you, recorded in your Word, becomes an 
example for us to imitate and follow.
Inspire us as we remember them and grant us your blessing.

With grateful hearts, Lord,
We remember before you this day…
Your faithful followers of every age—among them our parents and grandparents; our mentors 
and models—whom your Spirit called, gathered, enlightened, and sanctified to be your holy 
Church and by whose faithful words and deeds the gospel of your grace arrived also to us. 
Inspire us as we remember them and grant us their resolve. 
 
With grateful hearts, Lord,
We remember before you this day…
Those we have known who endured uncommon handicaps, chronic illnesses, and severe 
hardships yet followed you in simple faith and lived their lives with patience and persistence. 
Inspire us as we remember them and grant us their joy.  
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With grateful hearts, Lord,
We remember before you this day…
Our own loved ones whose memories still burn within our hearts, whom you have called in 
your good time from their labors in life to that life which knows no end.
Inspire us as we remember them and grant us their reward.

Special Prayers

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
 
Silent prayer
 
Empower us, Lord, to carry on the work you gave to your people of the past, trusting your Son, 
holding to your Word, confessing your truth, loving the lost, reaching out with your love, until 
you call us, too, by your great grace in Jesus Christ, to join them where memories are 
swallowed up in everlasting joy.
Amen.

Connect Card and Offering
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering Behold A Host 

Special Prayers This Week
† Nona Henke is recovering but remains in the hospital
† Kent Schroeder is recovering from back surgery
† Randy Kaddatz was diagnosed with prostate cancer
† Jean Jensen appears to be in her last days
† We extended calls to Mr. Andrew Van Weele to serve as principal and to Mrs. Emily Radtke to 

serve as a primary school teacher.
† Miss Josie Avery received a call to teach in Washington, MI.
†  
†  
†  
†
†  
†   
†
†  
†  
†   
†  

 

 

†



12

The Sacrament

Stand

Preface CW 199

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Questions for Examination 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this. 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who in blessing his 
saints of the past has given us assurance and hope that, following their example, we may run 
the race marked out for us and receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. Therefore, 
with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 
glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 200

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown of 
your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us 
from sin. We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those 
under law, that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has 
destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.
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Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, increase 
our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when Christ will 
welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God our 
Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done   
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Lamb of God CW 202



15

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman;  © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Be seated

Distribution

Distribution Hymn 880 For All the Saints

Stand
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to share 
our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 
your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
Be seated

Hymn 889 Jerusalem the Golden
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Take Home Questions

1. In the First Reading from Revelation 7 we see the church triumphant, all the saints in 
heaven. 
a. For what reasons does this bring us comfort as we think about those in our church 

family who have died over the past year?

b. For what reasons does this bring us comfort as we think about our own lives here on 
earth?

2. The Second Reading from 1 John 3 emphasizes the now/not yet status all believers have 
through Christ. What are some things we have now? What are some things we must wait 
for?

3. The Gospel from Matthew 5 describes what it looks like to be a saint in waiting in this life. 
Pick three beatitudes from these verses and recall times in your past when the first half of 
that description fit you. In what ways does your status as a saint allow the second half of 
those three beatitudes to be true for you? (For an example, read verse 10. If I am ridiculed 
at work because I choose not to engage in coarse talk, I can be comforted because that 
persecution is evidence that I am part of God’s family and will inherit heaven one day.)
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News & Announcements

Sunday’s Bible Study:
When a Loved One Dies Suddenly 
Join us in the sanctuary from 9:15 to 10:15 AM

Memory Ornaments
For the families of the departed saints listed on pages 7-8, we have personalized Christmas 
ornaments with the name of their departed loved one on it. Family members can pick these up 
from the basket the Welcome Center. They can display the ornament in their homes or 
Christmas trees as a way of remembering the blessed reunion we will one day share with all 
believers in heaven.

Shop the Sale Nov. 5 | 9:00 AM - NOON

The annual Bake and Craft Sale is going on today in the cafeteria. You will find pies, soup, 
chicken lasagna, pickles, jams, breads, cookies, craft items and more. Your purchases will help 
us purchase a mic system the cafeteria/gym, ad-free ClassTag (a school communication app) for 
the next year, and new preschool playground equipment.

Veterans Day Observance Nov. 8 | 9:00 AM

Our school will hold a Veterans Day Observance during their chapel service on Wednesday, 
Nov. 8 at 9:00 am. All veterans and their families are invited. Come let the children show you 
their appreciation for your service.

Volunteer for the Thanksgiving Meal
On Thanksgiving Day, we will be hosting the Community Thanksgiving Meal at our church.  
Volunteers are needed on Wednesday, Nov. 22 starting at 3:00 pm and going until done. This day 
is for food prep and organization. On Thursday, help is needed beginning at 10:00 am to serve the 
meals. All meals are take-out/delivery. We also need delivery drivers on Thursday from 11:00 am – 
1:00 pm. To volunteer, sign up at the Ministry Table or contact Nicole Sukow at 715-572-4629.

Please consider donating cookies and bars. (No nuts and no pies, please.) Dessert donations 
should be brought to the church on Wednesday, so they can be prepackaged. 

Need a meal? You need to make a reservation this week! Call 715-315-7381. Calls 
will be taken weekdays from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm through Tuesday, Nov. 14.
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Hostess a Table at Advent by Candlelight Dec. 3 | 6:00 PM  
Willing Workers is seeking women of the congregation to serve as table 
hostesses for Advent by Candlelight on Sunday, Dec. 3. Each hostess will set and 
decorate a table for eight. Sign-up sheets and guidelines are at the Ministry 
Table. The goal is to have 12 hostesses. If you are hesitating because you don't 
feel you have appropriate dinnerware, fret no more.  Several Willing Workers 

members have extra settings that they will happily provide for your use. If you have any 
questions, please contact Marilyn Sigler at 715-213-0054.

Willing Workers Meet This Thursday Nov. 9 | 6:30 PM

The Willing Workers will meet on Thursday, Nov. 9 at 6:30 pm in the cafeteria. The meeting 
will be short, but important. We will discuss followup from the bake and craft sale, planning for 
Advent by Candlelelight, and future plans for the Willing Workers. We will also be putting 
together the table favors for Advent by Candlleight. ALL interested congregation members, both 
male and female, are welcome to attend. An added bonus is that you will get to taste test the 
Advent by Candlelight dessert!

Get the Word Out
Help us let the community know about Christmas for Kids, which is coming up on Dec. 9. We 
have packets of posters to be hung at local businesses. Each packet is for a cluster businesses 
that are in the same area. Pick up a route that is on your way home from church or near your 
workplace. The poster packets can be found in the tract rack on Ministry Table.

NLHS Fruit Sale
Northland Lutheran High School (NLHS) is holding their annual fruit sale. The sale also includes 
“Tasty Treasures from the Midwest” like cheese, sausage, and trail mix. See the posters and order 
forms at the Ministry Table. Orders are due by Nov. 20 with delivery on Dec. 15.

Senior Social in New Location                 Nov. 8 | 2:00-4:00 PM

Our monthly Senior Social has relocated to the Resource Center. It 
should make for a cozier atmosphere plus it is closer to the coffee 
maker. If you qualify for a senior discount, then you are invited to 
join the cards, game, and conversation. Bring your friends as well.

These are the ones who are coming out 
of the great tribulation. 

REVELATION 9:14
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Calendar November 5-12

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Bake and Craft Sale in the cafeteria

9:15 AM Bible Study in the sanctuary
9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 3K-6th

10:30 AM Worship 
11:30 AM Bake and Craft Sale in the cafeteria

 
Monday 4:30 PM Choir Practice in the balcony 

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 
6:30 PM Unified Boards Meeting 

Wednesday 9:00 AM Veterans Day Observance
2:00 PM Senior Social in the Resource Center
5:30 PM Handbell Practice in the balcony 
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Resource Center
7:15 PM Foundations of the Christian Faith 

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
6:30 PM Willing Workers in the cafeteria 

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 3K-6th

10:30 AM Worship 

Attendance Report 
Last Week’s Attendance:  213

Next Sunday
Theme: The Time In Between: A Time for Watchfulness
Readings: Isaiah 52:1-6; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:1-13

Upcoming Events
Nov. 9 School Picture Day 
Nov. 23 Community Thanksgiving Meal
Nov. 24 Decorating for Christmas
Dec. 3 Advent by Candlelight

THANKSGIVING
WORSHIP SERVICE

Wednesday, Nov. 22 
at 6:30 PM
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


