WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

from the LORD.
- Psalm 127:3 '
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church | wisconsin Rapids, Wi

October 6, 2024

Welcome To Worship AR
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here.
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Service

In our families, it is not enough that there is love. We need to rightly love, to love in a way that
leads to blessings for those we claim to love. This illustrates the need for followership. In Jesus
we see perfect, self-sacrificial love. Jesus loves us as we are. He also loved us too much to leave
us as we are. So, in love he gave his life up so that we might be holy and blameless. His love for
us shapes the way we love our spouse, our children, our parents. Today we see that followers of
Christ know how to love their family.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal
preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 10 of this service folder or
Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal.
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The Service: Setting One

Setting One begins on page 154 in the hymnal.

Welcome

8:00 - Hymn 502 Children of the Heavenly Father

10:30 - Choir Anthem Uyai Mose
School Children & Northwinds Choir Children of the Heavenly Father

The congregation will join to sing vs. 4

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Confession CW 154

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us
from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not
loved others as I should. I deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus,
my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him,

I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Lord, Have Mercy CW 213
Hear my voice when I call, O Lord; be merciful and answer me.
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Loving God and Father, the blessings of marriage and family come from your gracious pleasure
and careful design. Lead all who value these gifts to follow your path of wisdom so that they
may enjoy the fullness of your love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Genesis 2:18-25

The family is the foundation of society, and marriage is the foundation of family. Marriage is not
a social construct or custom but an institution of the Creator God.

8The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper who is a
suitable partner for him.” Out of the soil the LORD God had formed every wild animal and
every bird of the sky, and he brought them to the man to see what he would call them.
Whatever the man called every living creature, that became its name. 2°The man gave names
to all the livestock, and to the birds of the sky, and to every wild animal, but for Adam no
helper was found who was a suitable partner for him. The LORD God caused the man to fall
into a deep sleep. As the man slept, the LORD God took a rib and closed up the flesh where it
had been. 2»*The LORD God built a woman from the rib that he had taken from the man and
brought her to the man.

3The man said,

Now this one is bone of my bones

and flesh of my flesh.

She will be called “woman,”

because she was taken out of man.

24For this reason a man will leave his father and his mother
and will remain united with his wife,

and they will become one flesh.

35They were both naked, the man and his wife, and they were not ashamed. (EHv®)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



8:00 - Psalm of the Day 127D Unless the LORD the House Shall Build
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foes are feared, for God keeps watch  with - in that place.

Text: Psalter, 1912, alt. Tune: English. Text and tune: Public domain

10:30 — Northwinds Choir He Will Keep You
Ancient of Days
Second Reading Ephesians 5:21—6:4

St. Paul describes the various roles and responsibilities God has given to different people within
a family, ways for them to demonstrate love not only for each other but also for Christ.

2 Submit to one another in reverence for Christ.

22Wives, submit to your own husbands as to the Lord. »For the husband is the head of the
wife, just as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he himself'is the Savior.
24Moreover, as the church submits to Christ, so also wives are to submit to their husbands in
everything.

»Husbands, love your wives, in the same way as Christ loved the church and gave himself
up for her %to make her holy, by cleansing her with the washing of water in connection with
the Word. *’He did this so that he could present her to himself as a glorious church, having no
stain or wrinkle or any such thing, but so that she would be holy and blameless. 2®In the same
way, husbands have an obligation to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves
his wife loves himself. 29To be sure, no one has ever hated his own body, but nourishes and
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cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 3°because we are members of his body, of his flesh
and of his bones. 3“For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be joined to his
wife, and the two will be one flesh.” 32This is a great mystery, but I am talking about Christ and
the church. 3In any case, each one of you also is to love his wife as himself, and each wife is to
respect her husband.

!Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. **Honor your father and mother,”
which is the first commandment with a promise: 3“that it may go well with you and that you
may live a long life on the earth.” 4Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring
them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. (EHV®)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Ephesians 5:2
Alleluia. Walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us

and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. Alleluia.

Gospel Mark 10:2-16

Jesus explains that husbands and wives are to retain the bond of love, existing as one flesh.
Jesus also teaches that God craves a loving relationship with children.

2Some Pharisees came to test him and asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”

3He replied, “What did Moses command you?”

4They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.”

5But Jesus told them, “He wrote this command for you because of your hard hearts. But
from the beginning of creation, God made them male and female. 7For this reason a man will
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 8and the two will become one flesh. So
they are no longer two but one flesh. 9Therefore, what God has joined together, let no one
separate.”

In the house his disciples asked him about this again. "He said to them, “Whoever
divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her. 2If she divorces her
husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”

BSome people began bringing little children to Jesus so that he would touch them. But the
disciples rebuked them. 4When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said, “Let the little
children come to me! Do not hinder them, because the kingdom of God belongs to such as
these. SAmen I tell you: Whoever will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will
never enter it.” ®And he took the little children in his arms, laid his hands on them, and
blessed them. (EHV®)

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!



Be seated
Hymn of the Day 758 Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds

Sermon based on Psalm 127

'If the LORD does not build the house,

it is useless for the builders to work hard over it.
If the LORD does not watch over the city,

it is useless for the watchman to stand guard.
2]t is useless for you to get up early and to work late,
worrying about bread to eat,
because God grants sleep to the one he loves.

3Indeed, children are a heritage from the LORD.
The fruit of the womb is a reward from him.
4Sons born during one's youth are like arrows
in the hand of a warrior.
5How blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them.
They will not be put to shame
when they dispute with enemies at the city gate. (EHV®)

Stand

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
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He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church
Loving Lord, according to your wisdom and will you bring us together into families.
We pray today for the special interests of our Christian homes.

Make our families dwellings of joy and schools of character. Grant to those who are married
true love and unbreaking loyalty for the sake of their children.
Let them be models in their communities, and for the welfare of society.

Protect us from the spiritual enemies of our household, from quick temper, cranky moods,
thoughtless words, and selfish pleasures which rob marriage of love and deprive childhood of
joy. Guide and guard us as we move through the changes of family life, from early joys to
hectic support to aging reflection.

Provide the wisdom we need to enjoy the transitions of life.

For the sake of our society, whose foundations are in the family, we pray for the homes of
others. Spare men and women from marriage vows lightly planned, carelessly made, and easily
broken.

Protect us and others from evils which deplete households, degrade children, cheapen
love, and dishonor old age.

Hear our prayers for our extended families and for the family of believers. Channel your
strength to those who are hurting without healing and those who grieve without comfort.
Calm the distraught and give guidance to the confused.

Hold those we love in the arms of your grace.
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Special prayers and petitions
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

O Lord, for the sake of your Son and with the power of your Spirit, give us strength and
wisdom to build our homes in the shadow of your gracious and forgiving love.
In your mercy, hear us, Lord, and grant us your blessings. Amen.

Special Prayers This Week

T  For Helen McAuley, who is hospitalized and not doing well.
T  For the family of Dewey Hafermann, who passed away following a battle with cancer.

—+ = —+ =

Connect Card and Offering

Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him. If the gospel message
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR
code with your mobile phone. It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering Children of the Heavenly Father

Questions for Examination

Do I believe that | am a sinner in need of forgiveness?

Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?

Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
Am [ a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)?

If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today.
Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.

e s
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The Sacrament

Stand

Preface
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

CW 165

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock
until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we

praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy

Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho-ly Lord God of heav-en-ly hosts:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our

Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in

him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of
the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released
from eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169
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Be seated
Distribution
Distribution Hymn 760 Oh, Blest the House
Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Closing Hymn 731 0h, How Good It Is

A presentation by Pastor Jeff Grundmeier

l”l MINISTRY AT NORTHLAND
TODAY 9:15-10:15 am in the caofeteria

0

Learn more about what's happening at Northland
Lutheran High School, and why this ministry is so important
for beyond the walls of the high school, and for the years
to come.

WILDCAT FOR A DAY

Are you considering Northland Lutheran High School for your kid(s)2
Let them try it out for a day! Available to ANYONE in 7-8th grade
(5-6th graders by request). Join us for an interactive high school
experience from 2am-11:30am or 12:00pm-2:30pm on Thursday,
October 31. Pre-registration is required. Contact the NLHS office
at 715-359-3400, nihsoffice@nlhs.org.

Learn more about NLHS at NLHS.org
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Take Home Questions

Genesis 2:18-25
1.  What was God teaching Adam (and us) by the way he created Eve?

2.  Who established marriage according to verse 22?7 Why is that so important to remember?

3. What does Adam’s “first love song” in verses 23-24 teach us about marriage?

Psalm 127
4. This Psalm is written by King Solomon. What do you know about Solomon (cf. 2nd

Chronicles 1-9), and how does that add to your understanding of the truths in this psalm?

Ephesians 5:21 - 6:4
5. Summarize the unique callings that God has given to wives, husbands, children, and
parents.

6. How do the unique callings of wives and husbands complement one another?

7. The marriage relationship is patterned after the relationship between Christ and the
Church (all believers). Why is that so important to remember?

Mark 10:2-16
8. Why did Moses allow divorces to take place according to the civil laws he gave to the
Israelites?

9. Form a definition of marriage based on Jesus’ words in verses 6-9.

10. Why did Jesus get indignant (angry) in verse 14? What does that say about how God
regards children?
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study Hour:
Ministry at Northland

Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM

One Last Pie Making Session Oct. 9| 1:30 PM

With over 100 pies in the freezer (plus several apple crisp), pie making will conclude this
Wednesday. We have plenty of apples on hand to finish the task. Thank you to everyone who
donated. However, we could use a few more volunteers to peel the last apples and roll the last
crusts. The work begins at 1:30 pm on Wednesday. Please bring a peeler if you have one.

Teen Event with Good Shepherd Oct. 15| 4:30 PM

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church invites our teens (grades 6-12) to explore corn mazes with them.
Meet at Feltz Dairy Store on Tuesday, Oct. 15 at 4:30 pm. After roaming the corn mazes, everyone
will head over to Pizza Ranch for dinner. The cost is $10 per student. Feltz is located at 5796 Porter
Drive in Stevens Point. If you have any questions, please call or text Mike Irwin of Good Shepherd at

715-459-7020.

LWMS Mission Offerings Due Today

If you want to give a gift to missions and the Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society (LWMS),
please do so today. These gifts will be passed on to the LWMS at the fall mission rally, which is
next Saturday, Oct 12 at St. John’s in Christie. Pastor Frederic Berger will be speaking about the
mission in Kronenwetter. The rally starts at 9:00 am and concludes at noon.

Shop the NPH Book Fair thru Oct. 27

Browse our Book Fair from Northwestern Publishing House (NPH) at the display in the
Welcome Center. All books come at a discounted price during the book fair, and someone will
be available to assist you with ordering.

You can also shop virtually from your phone or home computer. Use this QR
code to access the book fair or visit https://online.nph.net/nph-book-fairs.
When you checkout, be sure to use the code V173C352370 to receive book fair
pricing. Feel free to just browse today and order when you have narrowed
down your list. Or come back next week, if you find you want one more book.
The book fair runs through Oct. 27.
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Boys Junior Wildcats

Attention all basketball-loving boys in 7th-8th grade: Sign-up now for Northland
Lutheran High School’s pre-high school boys’ basketball team! Practices begin on
Sunday, Oct. 20 from 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm and will continue weekly on Sundays
through December 29. The team will be playing a minimum of four tournaments
primarily between January - February, possibly going into March. Call or email the
Northland office to get on the list: 715-359-3400, nlhsoffice@nlhs.org.

WELS Area Youth Night Oct. 20 4:30 PM

Area WELS teens will be meeting at Wilke's Dairy Farm (T8417 CTH-W, Wausau) at 4:30 pm on
Sunday, Oct. 20 for their giant corn maze! Then everyone will head to the St. Peter Wausau Campus
(transportation provided) for pizza, fellowship, pumpkin carving and painting from 5:30 pm - 8:00
pm. All area WELS teens (grades 8-12) are invited to come at no cost. You are also encouraged to
bring an unchurched friend as we'll have an opportunity to share God's Word with them. Please sign
up as early as possible to make sure we have enough pizza and pumpkins for all; a sign-up can be
found at mysaintpeter.org/wels-youth-night.

MLC Choir in Tomah This Friday Oct. 11| 7:00 PM

The Martin Luther College Choir of New Ulm, MN, will present a sacred concert titled, “God Is
Our Refuge & Our Strength” at 7:00 pm this Friday, Oct. 11, at St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church, 525
Superior Ave, Tomah. The concert is one of several the choir is presenting as part of their fall
touring schedule. The program will include settings of familiar hymns, as well as selections
representing a variety of musical styles. Everyone is invited to attend.

For those Touched by Miscarriage or Stillbirth Oct. 10 | 7:00 PM

Many women report experiencing intense sadness or depression following the loss of a preterm
infant. They feel alone, even though they are far from alone. The upcoming webinar, “Little Lives
with Jesus,” scheduled for this Thursday, Oct. 10, at 7:00 pm, will address these issues. To register,
visit https://wels.net/serving-you/christian-life/womens-ministry/womens-ministry-webinars/

Advent by Candlelight in Marshfield This Year Dec. 1]2:00 PM

The Trinity Sisters from Trinity Lutheran Church of Marshfield invite the ladies of our
congregation to attend their Advent by Candlelight on Sunday, Dec. 1 at 2:00 pm. This afternoon
event will be held at Rembs Celebration Center rather than the church. Ladies from our
congregation plan to carpool. Please note: Since this event is on the date we
would normally hold our Advent by Candlelight, our organizers have chosen
to accept this invitation and NOT hold our own event this year. This will give
everyone a chance to get to know ladies from other congregations and also give
those who usually serve here an opportunity to just enjoy the presentation.
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Support Tuition Assistance with Scrip

Did you know that you can give to the tuition assistance fund at either Northland or St. Paul’s
without spending any additional money? Just use scrip from that school at places where you
normally spend money - gas stations, restaurants, grocery stores, and more. In September alone,
users of St. Paul’s Scrip gave $932.74 to tuition assistance! To learn how scrip works, visit either
NLHS.org/scrip or StPaulsWR.org/scrip. You can also talk to someone at the scrip table on
Sunday morning. They can even help you make your first scrip purchase today.

Job opportunity: Systems Administrator

The WELS Center for Mission and Ministry, Waukesha, Wis., is seeking a Systems
Administrator. You would design, configure, monitor and administer WELS (Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod) networks and server environments. Visit WELS.net/careers to see
specific duties and responsibilities.

Staff Notes

Pastor Plagenz will be at the | ‘& 'i ﬁ ’ |
L

Northwoods Pastors’ Conference in : @
“ ¥ Join us for the

Mosinee on Monday and Tuesday.
Our principal, Mr. Van Weele will be

at the Michigan District Teachers’ Fall Bake & Craft Sale
Conference Wednesday through

Friday. He is the keynote speaker for

puiday. He is th SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Did You Like the Choir?

Northland Lutheran High School will
hold their Fall Pops Concert on
Friday, Oct. 18 at 7:00 pm in their
gym. The band and choir will be
performing. Invite a music-loving
friend to accompany you!

Pies  Pickles « Soup
Chicken Lasagna
Canned Goods
Breads ¢ Jams
Cookies * Bars
And Much more

ul Follow them on

%_é facebook:
E www.facebook.com/
NorthlandLutheranHig
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Calendar October 6-13

Sunday 8:00 AM  Worship
9:15 AM Ministry at Northland Presentation in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 3K-5th
10:30 AM  Worship - Northwinds Choir and PK-8th Singing

Monday 1:30 PM Spiritual Health Group in the chapel at WR Health Services
4:30 PM  Choir Practice in the Balcony
6:30 PM Faith Group at the home of Todd & Kay Ferkey

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM  Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers in the Welcome Center

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
1:30 pm Pie Making Session in the cafeteria
6:30 PM Bible & Brews at B’s Tap House
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Catechism Class

Thursday 7:00 AM  Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM  Sunday School for grades 3K-5th
10:30 AM  Worship

Attendance Report
Last Week’s Attendance: 211

Next Sunday
Theme: The Need for Followership:

Christ's Followers Maintain Proper Priorities
Readings: 2 Kings 5:14-27; Hebrews 4:12-13; Mark 10:17-27

Upcoming Events

Oct. 11 MLC Choir Concert in Tomah

Oct. 12 Fall Mission Rally at St. John’s, Christie Let the little children
Oct. 15 Teen Outing to Feltz Corn Maze come fo mel!
Oct.18 Fall Pops Concert at NLHS - Matthew 10:14

Oct.19-20 Fall Bake & Craft Sale
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