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Welcome To Worship P s

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here.
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Service

“Pay it forward.” That phrase means that when someone does something for

you, instead of paying that person back directly, you pass along kindness to

another person instead. Doing something kind for someone else is a way of
. . thanking the person who originally did something kind for you.

Today God applies that concept to forgiveness. God forgave our countless sins. He was willing
to pay an incomprehensible price—the death of his Son. Obviously, we will never have
occasion do the same for God. We will never have to forgive God because everything he does
for us shows perfect love and care. God never wrongs us. But others may do us wrong. Others
may cause us pain. And when we are quick to forgive, it is one way we thank God for being so
quick to forgive us. This is what God wants in his Church—people who, like him, are quick to
forgive.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal
preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 12 of this service folder or
Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal.

Those Serving in Worship

Pastor Lucas Proeber; Accompanist Sue Kulhanek; Violinist Josie Avery
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The Service: Setting Four

Setting Four is newer to us; it is not found in the hymnal. Please use this service folder and screens to guide
your worship.

Welcome

Hymn 733 Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive
Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Glory to God in the Highest
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Lord God, heavenly Father, you graciously forgive us all our sins and abundantly provide for all
our needs of body and soul. Give us confidence in your mercy, and teach us also to be merciful
to our neighbor, that we willingly forgive all people, and judging only ourselves, lead blessed
lives to your glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated



First Reading Genesis 50:15-21

Joseph’s brothers had treated him badly. Joseph was quick to forgive them and free them from
the prison of their past.

5 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph
will hate us and will pay us back in full for all of the evil that we did to him.”

6 They sent the following message to Joseph: “Before he died your father commanded
us, 7 ‘You are to tell Joseph, “Please forgive the offense of your brothers and their sin, because
they did evil to you.” Now, please forgive the offense of the servants of the God of your father.”

Joseph wept when they spoke to him.

8 His brothers also came and fell down in front of him, and they said, “See now, we are
your servants.”

9Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? *° You meant evil
against me, but God meant it for good, to bring this to pass and to keep many people alive, as
it is this day. * Now therefore, do not be afraid. I will nourish you and your little ones.” He
comforted them and spoke to them in a kind way. (EHV)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm of the Day 103A The LORD Is Kind and Merciful
Refrain
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Praise the LORD, / my soul;

all my inmost being, praise his / holy name—
who forgives / all your sins

and heals all your dis- / eases,
who redeems your life / from the pit

and crowns you with love and com- / passion,
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who satisfies your desires / with good things
so that your youth is renewed like the / eagle’s. Refrain

The LORD is compassionate and / gracious,
slow to anger, abound- / ing in love.
He does not treat us as our / sins deserve
or repay us according to our in- / iquities.
For as high as the heavens are a- / bove the earth,
so great is his love for those who / fear him;
as far as the east is / from the west,
so far has he removed our transgressions / from us.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. /| Amen. Refrain

Text: Lectionary for Mass. Tune: Paul Tate, alt.. Setting: Paul Tate, alt.. Text: © 1969, 1981,1997 ICEL (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
Music: © 2013 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Second Reading Ephesians 4:29—5:2
St. Paul teaches that kindness, compassion, and forgiveness are marks of God’s Church.

29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come from your mouths. Say only what is beneficial
when there is a need to build up others, so that it will be a blessing to those who hear. 3° Do
not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 3' Get
rid of every kind of bitterness, rage, anger, quarreling, and slander, along with every kind of
malice. 32 Instead, be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving one another, just as
God in Christ has forgiven us.

51 Therefore, be imitators of God as his dearly loved children. 2 And walk in love, just as
Christ loved us and gave himself for us, as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. (EHV)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Gospel Acclamation Colossians 3:13
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Gospel Matthew 18:21-35

When we realize and remember how much we have been forgiven, forgiving others comes more
naturally.

2 Then Peter came up and asked Jesus, “Lord, how many times must I forgive my brother
when he sins against me? As many as seven times?”

22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but I tell you as many as seventy-seven times. 23 For
this reason the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his
servants. ¢ When he began to settle them, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was
brought to him. 25 Because the man was not able to pay the debt, his master ordered that he be
sold, along with his wife, children, and all that he owned to repay the debt.

26 “Then the servant fell down on his knees in front of him, saying, ‘Master, be patient with
me, and I will pay you everything! 27 The master of that servant had pity on him, released him,
and forgave him the debt.

28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him one
hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began choking him, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!

20“So his fellow servant fell down and begged him, saying, ‘Be patient with me, and I will
pay you back! 3° But he refused. Instead he went off and threw the man into prison until he
could pay back what he owed.

31 “When his fellow servants saw what had happened, they were very distressed. They went
and reported to their master everything that had taken place.

32“Then his master called him in and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all
that debt when you begged me to. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow servant
just as I had mercy on you?’ 34 His master was angry and handed him over to the jailers until he
could pay back everything he owed.

35 “This is what my heavenly Father will also do to you unless each one of you forgives his
brother from his heart.” (EHV)

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated



Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 587 Come Down, O Love Divine
Sermon Our Place in Forgiveness
Stand

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which we
live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory.

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence.

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts. Clear away our confusion and demolish our
doubts. Strengthen our trust in your promises and our desire to live according to your will.
Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace.

The signs of the times warn us that the end is near. Protect us from scoffers who sneer at your
truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and persecution.
Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy.
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Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days. Help
them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills and
lasting joy. Encourage more people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the gospel.
Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.

Hold in your care those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all who are
afflicted by disease or facing death. Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the
mourners who miss someone they loved.

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can.

Special prayers and intercessions
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us
patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and wisdom,
prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with you forever.

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Special Prayers This Week

T  Bill & Pat Stellmach are celebrating their 58th wedding anniversary.
T  Betty Szelagowski will celebrate her 99th birthday on Sept. 21.
T  Kent Schroeder is undergoing surgery on Tuesday.

—+ = = =

Connect Card and Offering

Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him. If the gospel message
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR
code with your mobile phone. It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering
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Questions for Examination

-+ === =

Do I believe that | am a sinner in need of forgiveness?

Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?

Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
Am | a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)?

If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today.
Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.

The Sacrament
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer © 2021 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock
until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we
praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer Tune: © 2002 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your Son,
Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from
sin, death, and the devil’s power.

By his incarnation, he became one with us.

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.

By his innocent death, he overcame hell.

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.
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Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant
and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true
faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God
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Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer © 2002 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Be seated

Distribution

Distribution Hymn 579 His Mercy Is More
The hymn will be sung as a solo; feel free to join as you feel comfortable.

Distribution Hymn 678 Once in the Blest Baptismal Waters

Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn 948 Thank the Lord and Sing His Praise
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Take Home Questions

Think about the question Peter asks in Matthew 18:21. It’s a logical question that many
Christians wrestle with, whether we realize it or not. What is the logic behind his question
and others like it?

a. What is the summary of Jesus’ response to these logical misgivings?

2. Similar to #1 — Discuss/describe specific things that try to block the path to forgiveness.
For instance, think about what Joseph could have said and done to his brothers.

a. What makes each roadblock so hard to overcome?
b. Understanding that faith in Jesus is the only source from which true forgiveness can
flow, discuss what it looks like (or feels or sounds like) to work through these

roadblocks.

3. Ephesians 4:29 highlights the weight our words can have in our interactions with others.
What is meant by unwholesome talk and beneficial talk?

a. How does the world define those things differently than the Bible?
b. Sometimes people do not have bad intentions with what they say; yet, their words end

up tearing someone down instead of building them up. What are some important
factors that play a part in how our words are received?

4. Agree or disagree and explain: “Forgive and forget” can cause more harm than good in a
believer’s life.

5. Joseph told his brothers, “You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good.” What
are some modern scenarios in which God can take someone’s evil intentions and turn
them into something good?
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News & Announcements

Sunday’s Bible Study
Meeting the Ups & Downs of Life:
When Our Anger Holds on Longer than We Want It To

Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the Google Meet link, contact Pastor Proeber.

Special Offering Today

We are taking a special offering today for FOCUS Neighbor Meals (FNM), where our church will
be serving this Thursday. The goal is to cover the cost of the day’s meal, about $300. You can
place your gifts in the specially marked offering plates set up in the Welcome Center. We also
need donations of store-bought cookies for the meal. Please bring those donations to the church
by Wednesday, Finally, we need a couple more people to fill out our work crew. See the Ministry
Table to Sign up.

Connect with God. Connect to Others.

Fall small groups are ready to kick off the week of Sept. 24. Since we are a larger congregation,
it can sometimes be hard to connect with other people. Joining a group will give you a chance
meet more people and to be encouraged in the faith. Most groups will only meet for the length
of our next sermon series (4 weeks). There are groups that meet on various days, at different
times of day, and at different locations. Signup sheets are on the Ministry Table. We hope you
will participate!

School Family Campout Next Weekend Sept. 22-24

Our school families will be heading out to Lake Dexter next weekend for some outdoor fun and
fellowship. Families will have the opportunity to fish, hike, kayak, and just enjoy the fall weather.
On Saturday night, worship will held around the campfire.

Coming Soon: Apple Pie Making Time!

If you have been blessed with apples, please consider donating them to St.
Paul’s for pie making. You can start bringing in your apples to the kitchen
when it is convenient for you. Then, place Wednesday, Sept. 27th, on your
calendar for the first of several pie making sessions in the cafeteria at 1:30 pm.
Bring your cutting/peeling devices or knives to help process the apples. Feel
free to stop by any time before 4:30 to help with this annual fundraising effort
to provide needed funds for projects at St. Paul’s. Ages 10 to 100 are welcome!
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Homecoming at Northland Lutheran High School Sept. 22-23

Join the NLHS Wildcats as they celebrate homecoming weekend with a pep rally and bonfire on
Friday night. Then the homecoming soccer match will be held on Saturday. Concession open
at 11:30 and the game gets underway at 1:30 pm. The celebration concludes with homecoming
dance late that night.

Use Your Musical Talent to Praise the Lord

If you have musical ability, we could use you in the handbell choir. Practices are on Wednesdays
at 5:30 pm. The handbell choir plays periodically at worship services during the year. To learn
more, please contact Marilyn Foley (715-697-1511) or Kristi Perry (715-600-0226).

Take Reservations for Thanksgiving Meal

You can help members of our community get a Thanksgiving meal. Take calls from community
members and to schedule their meal pick-ups or deliveries. You would be assigned a temporary
Google number that would forward calls to your phone. (No one would ever have your personal
phone number.) Scheduling takes place in mid-November. You would need to receive calls from
9:00 am - 3:00 pm for one week. If you can take on this task, please contact Nicole Sukow at 715-
572-4629 or snb@solarus.net.

First Aid, CPR & AED Training Oct. 7| 8:00 AM

Our ushers and staff will be prepared to respond to an emergency. A First Aid, CPR and AED
course is being held at St. Paul’s on Saturday, Oct. 7 beginning at 8:00 am. Please contact the
church office if you plan to attend.

Volunteers Will Rake Your Leaves Oct. 21

The elderly and disabled in the community can request volunteers to rake their leaves on the
annual Day of Caring, Saturday, Oct. 21. Just call 211 or the United Way at 715-421-0390.
Registration ends Oct. 6, so call today.

Want to help? Form a group with your friends, relatives, or members of the church, or volunteer
individually. Just visit uwswac.org/day-caring to volunteer. Leaf raking lasts from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm.

Community Parkinson’s Support Group Forming

Pastor John Melke of Good Shepherd is forming a Parkinson’s Support [ MIKIIISOII'S

EDWN

Group. The group would be for those living with the disease, care partners,
family, friends, and anyone else impacted by the disease. The plan is to
meet the first Wednesday of the month from 1:00-2:00 pm at The Legends
Room of The Ridges Golf Course. The first meeting is October 4. There is
no charge to be a part of this group.

‘BUT ITAINT M

STOPPIN' ME!
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Calendar September 17-24

Sunday 8:00 AM  Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 3K-6th
10:30 AM  Worship

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM  Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
7:00 PM Delegates Meeting at Northland Lutheran High School

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
5:30 PM  Handbell Practice in the balcony
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Resource Center
715 PM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the cafeteria

Thursday 7:00 AM  Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
1:00 PM Newsletter Assembly in the Volunteer Workroom
4:00 PM Serving at FOCUS Neighborhood Meals

Sunday 8:00 AM  Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 3K-6th
10:30 AM  Worship

Attendance
Last Week’s Attendance: 232
Mortgage Balance: $969,341

Next Sunday
Theme: Story Time: Unfair Generosity
Readings: Jonah 3:10-4:11; Romans 9:6-16;

Even the young need to plan

for their deaths.

Matthew 20116 The Wills & Estate Planning
Upcoming Events Seminar
Sept. 22-24  School Family Campout can help you fake the nexf step.
Sept. 23 Homecoming at NLHS Monday, Oct. 2
Sept. 25 Fall Small Groups Begin at 3:00 & 4:30 PM
Sept. 27 Pie? Making Session . in the cafeteria
Oct. 2 Wills & Estate Planning Seminar
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