
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

THE CHURCH OF GOD 
IS WILLING TO SAY HARD THINGS

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

September 10, 2023

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Service
 Imagine, late one night, you notice the house across the street is on fire. You 
see no activity inside. You say to yourself, “Pounding on the door in the middle 
of the night might scare the family. I’m sure they’ll realize what’s going on 
eventually.” Ridiculous! You would never do that! To let a family sleep while 
flames surround them would be cruel. Your inaction would make you a killer. 
The truth is you would pound on their door at 3:00 AM, screaming. You would 

throw a brick through their front window if that was what it took to warn them. You would not 
care if it startled the family. This is a matter of life and death! Love compels you to do whatever 
it takes.

God wants the people of his church to be willing to say hard things to people when that is what 
is necessary to save them from an even worse type of fire. Warning against sin is not easy. It 
upsets people, even offends them. But saying hard things is the loving thing to do when it is a 
matter of eternal life and death.

Those Serving in Worship
Pastor Peter Plagenz; Organist Kristi Perry
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The Service: Setting Four
Setting Four is newer to us; it is not found in the hymnal. Please use this service folder and the screens to guide 
your worship.

Welcome

Hymn 654 Jesus Sinners Does Receive sts. 1–3

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father, 
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. 
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. 
    We have done those things that we should not have done, 
        and we have not done those things that we should have done. 
    Have mercy on us, Lord! 
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, 
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy

Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. Tune: © 2021 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory to God in the Highest
The verses and the first refrain will be sung by the song leaders/pastor. Please join to sing the subsequent refrains and 
the final “Glory to God,” as noted.

 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we 
praise you for your glory.    Refrain
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer, 
receive our prayer.    Refrain
 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father.    Refrain

Following the final refrain:

Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. Tune: © 2002 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your never-failing mercy. Help 
us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us in the way that leads to our salvation; 
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated
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First Reading Ezekiel 33:7–11
The LORD told the prophet Ezekiel if he didn’t warn the Israelites about their sin, he was going 
to hold Ezekiel accountable for their blood.

7 But I have appointed you, son of man, to be a watchman for the house of Israel. So 
whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you are to warn them from me. 8 When I say to a 
wicked man, “Wicked man, you shall surely die,” if you do not speak to warn the wicked man 
against his way, that wicked man will die because of his guilt, but I will also hold you 
responsible for his blood. 9 But if you do warn the wicked man to turn from his way, and he 
does not turn from his way, he will die because of his guilt, but you will have saved your life.

10 So you, son of man, say the following to the house of Israel.
This is what you people are saying: “Certainly our rebellion and our sins weigh us down, 

and because of them we are rotting away. How then can we live?” 11 Say to them, “As I live, 
declares the LORD God, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that the 
wicked turn from their way and live. Turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why should 
you die, O house of Israel?” (EHV)
 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 32B How Blest Are Those

Text: Michael D. Schultz. © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, ed. John 
Wyeth; Public domain



7

Second Reading Galatians 2:11–16

Paul is put in the uncomfortable position of having to confront Cephas (also known as Peter). In 
doing so, Paul wins Peter over to the truth of the gospel.

11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly 
wrong. 12 For before some people came from James, he ate with the Gentiles. But when those 
people came, he drew back and separated himself, because he feared those from the 
circumcision group. 13 And the rest of the Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, with the result that 
even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that they were not acting 
according to the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in front of all of them, “If you, a Jew, live 
like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, why do you compel the Gentiles to live like the Jews?”

15 “We are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners. 16 We know that a person is not justified 
by the works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ. So we also believed in Christ Jesus 
that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because no 
one will be justified by the works of the law.” (EHV)

 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation 1 Timothy 2:4

Tune: © 2002, 2021 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Gospel Matthew 18:15–20
In an effort to win a straying brother or sister, we practice Christian discipline the way Jesus 
taught it.

15 “If your brother sins against you, go and show him his sin just between the two of you. If 
he listens to you, you have regained your brother. 16 But if he will not listen, take one or two 
others along with you, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or 
three witnesses.’ 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And, if he refuses to 
listen even to the church, then treat him as an unbeliever or a tax collector. 18 Amen I tell you: 
Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven. 19 Amen I tell you again: If two of you on earth agree to ask for anything, it 
will be done for them by my Father who is in heaven. 20 In fact where two or three have 
gathered together in my name, there I am among them.” (EHV)

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 654 Jesus Sinners Does Receive sts. 4–7

Sermon

Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,          
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.     
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated
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Prayer of the Church
Father in heaven, you sent your Son, our Lord Jesus, to bring peace and hope to our fallen 
world. Already in eternity you planned to overturn the tyranny of Satan and the ravages of sin 
and you kept your promises to restore the perfection of paradise. 
Lead us to cherish your great mercy and hold to it as our priceless treasure.

We now implore you to turn the hearts of all who have forsaken the faith they once embraced, 
have wandered from it, or are in doubt about your truth. Let them hear and believe that you 
have wiped out all their sins, that they might enjoy times of refreshing from your hand. 
Restore them that they may once again take great pleasure in your Word, which alone 
can make them wise for salvation through faith in Jesus.

Keep us ever mindful of the fields ripe for harvest here and throughout the world. Give each 
member a deep passion for the welfare of others and great courage to witness your lifesaving 
truth to friends, family members, and coworkers. Establish gospel outreach as an immovable 
pillar of our congregation’s ministry. 
Make us eager to invest our talents and offerings in evangelism efforts so that many 
more may be won for your kingdom through faith in Jesus, the Savior of all people.

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
 
Silent prayer
 
Triune God, move us by your great love to enter the mission fields near our homes and 
neighborhoods. Even when you call us to share difficult truths, help us always to be prepared 
to give an answer to everyone who asks us to give the reason for the hope that we have. 
Guide us, strengthen us, and bless us as we share the truth and love of Jesus. Amen.

Special Prayers This Week
† Dave & Melody Kieliszewski are celebrating their 46th wedding anniversary.
† Rob & Sue Lipke are celebrating their 53rd wedding anniversary.
† For Dave Lepak who has been under the weather for three weeks.   
† Mike Metz’ oldest nephew’s daughter Kelsey recently had brain surgery to remove a tumor. 

Now she is having aggressive chemo treatment. Also pray for her 3 month baby.
†
†
†

† Deaths
†  
†
†
† Other
† Pastor Proeber received a call to serve as a home missionary in Bentonville-Centerton, 

Arkansas. 
†
†
†  
†
†
†  
†   
†
†  
†  
†   
  

 

 


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Connect Card and Offering
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

WELS Connection Video Synod Convention 

Hymn 656 As Surely As I Live, God Said

Stand

Prayer Based on Psalm 32
Lord, whenever we feel the crushing burden of our sin, show us again how blessed we are. You 
have lifted our transgressions from us. You have covered our sins with the robe of your Son’s 
righteousness. You no longer count our misdeeds against us. For this great deliverance, we 
rejoice and sing your saving name. 
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done   
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 743 I Hear the Savior Calling
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Take Home Questions

1. In what ways does God demonstrate how serious he considers the task of being a 
watchman for fellow believers? What is God's motivation for establishing this task? (Hint: 
read verse 11.)

2. In what ways is love and concern for the lost and straying seen throughout the process of 
Christ-commanded, Christian discipline in these verses of Matthew 18? In what ways does 
this stand against the perception of Christian discipline being hypocritical or intrusive?

3. In Galatians 2 Paul recalls how he acted as a Christian watchman when he publicly 
opposed Peter. This wasn't a power play or done out of jealousy. Since the truth of the 
gospel was involved, this had to do with the eternal salvation of everyone involved. 
Considering the extreme danger of unaddressed sin still today, in what ways are the stakes 
just as high in our work as watchmen?

4. What might being a Christian watchman look like in your setting and context? If you're 
having trouble coming up with an answer, think about your vocations. Are you a spouse, 
parent, child, sibling, church member, coworker, classmate, etc.? As you carry out those 
roles and responsibilities, in what ways can you stand on guard against sin on behalf of the 
Christians around you?
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News & Announcements

Sunday’s Bible Study
Meeting the Ups & Downs of Life:
Unmet Expectations – Part 2 
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the Google Meet link, contact Pastor Proeber.

Use Your Musical Talent to Praise the Lord  

If you have musical ability, we could use you in the handbell choir. Practices are on Wednesdays 
at 5:30 pm.  The choir plays periodically at worship services during the year. To learn more, 
please contact Marilyn Foley (715-697-1511) or Kristi Perry (715-600-0226).

Study the Psalms Sept. 12 | 9:45 AM

Dig deeper into the songs and prayers in the book of Psalms. The Women Walking in the Word 
small group will looking at some of psalms beginning with Psalm 90. You are welcome to join 
them on Tuesdays at 9:45-11:00 am in the Resource Center.

Help Feed the Community Sept. 21 | 4:00 PM

Volunteer: We still need a few people to fill out our volunteer ranks for the FOCUS 
Neighborhood Meals on Thursday, Sept. 21 from 4:00 to 6:30 pm. You would serve meals, clean 
up, and make the guests feel welcome. Signup sheets are on the Ministry Table. The meal is 
served in the dining room of the Sparhawk Building (2321 W Grand Ave). 

Donate Cookies: In addition to serving the FNM meal, we will be providing cookies. Homemade 
goods are no longer allowed; they must be store-bought. Please bring your donations to the church 
by Sept. 20.

Give A Gift: We will also be supporting FNM financially.  Our goal is to raise enough to cover 
the cost of the meal we serve – about $300. There will be baskets in the Welcome Center next 
Sunday, Sept. 17, to receive your gifts.

Monthly Senior Social This Wednesday Sept. 13 | 2:00 PM

Anyone who considers themselves a senior is invited to St. Paul’s 
Senior Social this Wednesday from 2:00-4:00 pm in the cafeteria. 
Come to visit, play cards or a game, or work on a jigsaw puzzle. If you 
want, you can bring a snack to share and your own beverage.
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Bob Ross Themed Youth Night in October Oct. 22 | 5:00-8:30 PM

Area WELS teens (grade 8-12) and their friends are invited to our first WELS Youth 
Night of the school year. This year Youth Nights have a revamped format, but the 
same great pizza! In October we are excited to have not just some time in God's 
Word together, but also spend time with Bob Ross painting some Happy Trees!  
There will also be "Bob Ross" themed prizes, so you don't want to miss this event!  
Admission is free; teens are encouraged to invite a friend.  While the event is at 

Northland, it is not just for Northland students. We encourage teens to sign up soon; space 
could be limited if you wait too long. Sign up today at www.mysaintpeter.org/wels-youth-night!

Do You Have a Heart for Working with Teens?
We have over 30 high school aged students in our congregation, and another season of St. Paul’s 
youth group (SPYs) is about to begin.  Would you be interested in taking the lead in this exciting 
ministry?  Pastor Proeber and Randy Pahl would assist you in this endeavor. Contact Randy Pahl 
(rpahl@stpaulswr.org), for more information about how you can get started.  

Scrip Helps School Families with Tuition
In August, before school even began, our families who use scrip saved a total of $264.45 off their 
school tuition. Other scrip users earned $446.15 for the Student Assistance Fund. Most of them 
used scrip to pay for everyday items like groceries, gas, and restaurant meals. Learn more at 
StPaulsWR.org/scrip, or visit RaiseRight.com to see a list of participating businesses.

Friends of the Seminary Day Oct. 7 | 9:00 AM - noon

Learn more about the vital mission of the seminary at Friends of the Seminary Day on Saturday, 
Oct. 7.  Presentations will highlight some of the ways faculty and students are serving Christ’s 
church on a wider scale on and off campus. In addition, an offering will be gathered to support 
a project on campus. The day includes coffee fellowship, worship, presentations, a light 
luncheon, and campus tours for those who wish to participate. To register, send your name, 
address, telephone number, and home congregation, along with a $10 registration fee, to: Lori 
Guse, 11831 N Seminary Dr., Mequon WI 53092. Please RSVP by September 22. If you have 
questions, please contact Lori at 262-242-8104 or lori.guse@wisluthsem.org.

Take Reservations for Thanksgiving Meal  

You can help members of our community get a Thanksgiving meal. Take calls from community 
members and to schedule their meal pick-ups or deliveries. You would be assigned a temporary 
Google number would forward calls to your phone. (No one would ever have 
your personal phone number.) Scheduling takes place in mid-November. You 
would need to receive calls from 9:00 am - 3:00 am for one week. If you can take 
on this task, please contact Nicole Sukow at 715-572-4629 or snb@solarus.net.
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Willing Workers Open to All Sept. 14 | 6:30 PM

All ladies and interested gentlemen are invited to attend the next meeting of 
St. Paul’s Willing Workers on Thursday, Sept. 14th at 6:30 pm in the cafeteria. 
There will be discussion about the upcoming Craft and Bake Sale and planning 
for other activities to occur in the months ahead. Come and see how your 
willingness to serve can benefit your church and school.

Bake & Craft Sale Committee Needs Your Help and Your Apples!
Many of you are already busy at home creating items for the annual bake and craft sale.  We 
appreciate your creativity and your dedication to helping us offer a variety of items at our annual 
sale in November.  Keep it up!  Soon we will be having a pie making session to work together on 
our signature apple pies.  We will begin accepting donations of apples on Sept. 18th so that on 
Wednesday, Sept. 27th, we can begin processing those apples to make the unbaked pies and 
start filling our freezers!  Please come to the cafeteria any time after 1:30 pm to help peel, cut, 
mix, and bag these apple pies and bring your own special knives or corer/peeler/slicers.  We 
hope you can join us for an afternoon of fun!

Last Chance to Subscribe Sept. 15 

This Friday is the deadline to subscribe and receive a discount through the church Forward in 
Christ magazine or Meditation daily devotional booklet. For rates and how to subscribe, see the 
Ministry Table or contact the church office.

Don’t Miss the Discount Oct 10-13

This Sunday, Sept. 10, is the last chance to get a discount your registration for the Lutheran 
Convention for Seniors in Stevens Point. There are also options to attend Thursday only or just 
the program and not take meals. Registration materials can be found on the Ministry Table, or 
visit WELS.net/events for more information.

Wills & Estate Planning Workshop  Oct. 2 | 3:00 & 6:30 PM

Pastor Jon Kehren, a WELS Christian Giving Counselor, will give 
a presentation on wills and estate planning. If you don’t have a 
will or would like to review a current will, this presentation will 
help you find answers to questions such as: Why is a will 
important? How can you make a gift to the Lord’s work through 
your will? How do you reduce the costs of probate and taxes 
through your estate plan? The presentation will be held twice at 
3:00 and 6:30 pm on Monday, Oct. 2. Please sign up at the 
Ministry Table.
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Calendar September 10-17

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 3K-6th

10:30 AM Worship 
 

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers in the Resource Center

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
2:00 PM Senior Social in the cafeteria
5:30 PM Handbell Practice in the balcony
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Resource Center
7:15 PM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the cafeteria

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
6:30 PM Willing Workers in the cafeteria

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 3K-6th

10:30 AM Worship 

Attendance 
Last Week’s Attendance:  238

Next Sunday
Theme: The Church of God The Church of God is Quick to Forgive
Readings: Genesis 50:15-21; Ephesians 4:29-5:2; Matthew 18:21-35

Upcoming Events
Sept. 19 Delegates Meeting at NLHS
Sept. 21 Serving at FOCUS Neighborhood Meals
Sept. 22-24 School Family Campout
Sept. 23 Homecoming at NLHS
Oct. 10-13 Convention for Lutheran Seniors

in Stevens Point
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


