If your brother sins against you,
go and show him his sin

just between the two of you.

It he listens to you,

you have regained your brother.

Matthew 18:15

Unexpected Truths:
| Am My Brother’s Keeper
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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S

We’re glad you’re here to worship with us today!

ABOUT OUR CHURCH

Core Focus

Shaped by the Word, we grow as one
family equipped and transformed
through the power of the gospel.

Core Values

@ ST. PAUL’S

-I- We are all missionaries.
;.l.g EVANGELICAL

1> We are all about the gospel.
<12  LUTHERAN

AR We are all about the Word.

e+v¢  CHURCH

7 We are all a family of believers.

CONNECT WITH US

Fill out a CONNECT CARD in the
pews or at the Welcome Table so we
can pray for you and get you connected
to study and ministry opportunities!

OUR CHURCH MAP i@“[:":

ABOUT TODAY’S SERVICE

Unexpected Truths:
I Am My Brother’s Keeper

When danger strikes, most people instinctively move
away from it. Yet first responders do the opposite.
Firefighters, police officers, and paramedics run toward
the very scenes others are fleeing. They enter burning
buildings, approach violent situations, and kneel beside
the injured in chaotic moments. This response is
unexpected because it goes against basic human instinct.

Today God calls us to be spiritual first responders when
we see people in trouble because of sin. Instead of self-
preservation and comfort, we choose service to them and
to our Lord. Our motive is the grace of God and his desire
for the salvation of all mankind.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of
Holy Communion. For personal preparation, consider
using page 8 of this service folder or page 295 of the blue
hymnal.

Serving in Worship Today
Pastor: Jeremiah Wallander
Accompanist: Tammy Paul
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If you need assistance finding
anything, please ask an usher.
We’re happy to help!
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The Service

Welcome
Hymn Psalm 32B How Blest Are Those
Psalm 32, the Psalm of the Day, is used in services that proclaim forgiveness for the penitent.
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Text: Michael D. Schultz; Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, ed. John Wyeth; Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission:
OnelLicense no. 719903; Tune: Public domain

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us
from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not
loved others as I should. I deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus,
my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him,

I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection



Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Glory to God in the Highest 519 There Is a Redeemer
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Text: Melody Green, b. 1946; Tune: Melody Green, b. 1946, alt.; Text and tune: © 1982 Birdwing Music/Ears To Hear Music/Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publ., admin.
CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: CCLI no. 145043

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your never-failing mercy. Help
us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us in the way that leads to our salvation;
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated



First Reading Ezekiel 33:7-11
The Lord told Ezekiel if he didn’t warn the Israelites about their sin, he was going to hold Ezekiel
accountable.

7But I have appointed you, son of man, to be a watchman for the house of Israel. So
whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you are to warn them from me. 8When I say to a
wicked man, “Wicked man, you shall surely die,” if you do not speak to warn the wicked man
against his way, that wicked man will die because of his guilt, but I will also hold you
responsible for his blood. 9But if you do warn the wicked man to turn from his way, and he
does not turn from his way, he will die because of his guilt, but you will have saved your life.
1°So you, son of man, say the following to the house of Israel.

This is what you people are saying: “Certainly our rebellion and our sins weigh us down, and
because of them we are rotting away. How then can we live?” "Say to them, “As I live, declares
the LORD God, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked turn
from their way and live. Turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why should you die, O
house of Israel?” (EHV®)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Galatians 2:11-16
Paul wins his brother Cephas (Peter) over to the truth of the gospel.

"But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly
wrong. 2For before some people came from James, he ate with the Gentiles. But when those
people came, he drew back and separated himself, because he feared those from the
circumcision group. 3And the rest of the Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, with the result that
even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy. 4But when I saw that they were not acting
according to the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in front of all of them, “If you, a Jew, live
like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, why do you compel the Gentiles to live like the Jews?”

15“We are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners. ®We know that a person is not justified by
the works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ. So we also believed in Christ Jesus that
we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because no one will be
justified by the works of the law.” (EHV®)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation 1 Timothy 2:4
Alleluia. God wants all people to be saved
and to come to a knowledge of the truth. Alleluia.
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Gospel Matthew 18:15-20
Jesus teaches us how to practice Christian discipline lovingly.

5“If your brother sins against you, go and show him his sin just between the two of you. If
he listens to you, you have regained your brother. **But if he will not listen, take one or two
others along with you, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or
three witnesses.” 7If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And, if he refuses to
listen even to the church, then treat him as an unbeliever or a tax collector. ®*Amen I tell you:
Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven. YAmen I tell you again: If two of you on earth agree to ask for anything, it
will be done for them by my Father who is in heaven. *°In fact where two or three have
gathered together in my name, there I am among them.” (EHV®)

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated
Children’s Message
Hymn of the Day 654 Jesus Sinners Does Receive (sts. 1-3)
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Text and tune: Public domain
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Sermon Based on Matthew 18:15-20

Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he
will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Special Prayers This Week

T  For Les Lang, father of Michelle Gear, who is having open heart surgery.
T  For Randy Kaddatz who is hospitalized.

.i.
.i.

Prayer of the Church

Today, the prayer will be offered by individual petitions. Each petition will end this way:
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

The final petition will end this way:
...who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Connect Card and Offering

Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him. If the gospel message
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR
code with your mobile phone. It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering




Personal Preparation for the Lord’s Supper

Do I believe that | am a sinner in need of forgiveness?

Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?

Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?

—+ —+ —+ =+ =

Am | a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)?

If you answered no to any of these questions, we ask that you do not commune with us today.

This is because we practice "close" or "member communion.”" We do this to follow 1 Corinthians
10:16,17 which teaches that Holy Communion is both an expression of unity with God and with fellow
Christians. We want this expression to represent true and complete unity in all of what we believe
about Jesus and the Bible. What you believe in your heart is made public by your confession of faith
which includes what church you join and participate with (Romans 10:10).

If you will not be communing with us today, please know that this is not a judgement on you or your
faith; we are simply not currently united in our public confession of faith. Also know that we long to
be united with you and for you to join us at the Lord's Table in the future. If that is also your desire or
you have more questions, please talk with the pastor after the service to learn more.

The Sacrament

Stand

Preface
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock
until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we
praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Text: Latin, c. 4th cent.; German version, Katholisches Gesangbuch, Vienna, 1774, abr.; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820-1900, alt.;
Tune: Katholisches Gesangbuch, Vienna, 1774, alt.;

Text and tune: Public domain

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
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Be seated

Distribution

Distribution Hymns

558 Salvation unto Us Has Come

Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

10

677 The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord



Prayer Based on Psalm 32
Lord, whenever we feel the crushing burden of our sin, show us again how blessed we are. You
have lifted our transgressions from us. You have covered our sins with the robe of your Son’s
righteousness. You no longer count our misdeeds against us. For this great deliverance, we
rejoice and sing your saving name.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.

Amen.
Be seated
Hymn 570 God Loved the World So That He Gave (sts. 1, 4)
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Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens- Opffer, Stettin, c. 1778; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.; Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893; Text and tune: Public domain
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Take Home Questions

Ezekiel 33:7-11

1.

Sometimes God calls us to call out the sins of others. How do you see the seriousness of
this in these verses?

It's easy to think that sin gives us freedom in this life, but it's actually quite the opposite.
Sin feels like freedom until you try to quit it. In what ways do our sins "waste us away”
and "weigh us down"?

Some critics of the Bible say, "The Lord of the Old Testament is a vengeful,
bloodthirsty God who loves to punish humans." How would you refute that?

Galatians 2:11-16

4.

What do you know about Peter? What do you know about Paul? Why might this have
been awkward between the two of them? Why did Paul have to do this in front of all the
others there?

Look up Acts 11:22-24. What do you learn about Barnabas from these words? How does
that connect to Paul saying that "even Barnabas was led astray" in Galatians 2:13?

What are some good lessons we learn from Paul in this reading about calling out sin?

Matthew 18:15-20

7.

Some say this is an exact step-by-step process that Jesus commands when someone sins
against you. Others say that these are more guidelines for what to do than an exact
routine. What do you think?

What's the value in bringing one or two others along? Why would you want to wait to do
that until you've talked with the person who has sinned against you privately first?

Jesus says that whenever two or three come together in his name he is with them. Does
that mean that Jesus is not with us when we are not with fellow Christians? What is Jesus
getting at by saying this?
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News & Announcements

ALL ABOUT THE GOSPEL
I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.
Romans 1:16

Choir Start September 14 Sept. 14

Choir will be starting for the fall on September 14. Practices are every Monday at 6 pm. New
singers are welcome-we would love to have you sing God’s praises with us!

ALL ABOUT THE WORD

Grass withers, flowers fade, but the Word of our God endures forever. Isaiah 40:8

Fall Bible Studies & Sunday School Begin Sept. 13

Join us as our fall Sunday morning studies and classes begin on September 13!
Sunday Bible Study: 1 John | 7:45-8:30 am

Sunday School (3K-5th Grade) | 10:30-11:30 am

Foundations Class | 10:30-11:30 am

There are opportunities for all ages to grow together in God's Word this fall. Everyone is
welcome!

Study the Book of Deuteronomy Sept. 9| 6:30 pm

When the Israelites were about to enter the Promised Land, God knew they would be tempted
to conform to the lifestyle of the people living around them. So, he had Moses preach some
final sermons encouraging the Israelites to remain faithful to their gracious God and his ways.
Join the Bible Book Group as they take a deeper look at these teachings in the book of
Deuteronomy. The group will meet in the Resource Center on Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00 pm,
starting on September 9.

WELS Online Teen Bible Study Sept. 27| 6:00 pm

Teens are invited to join Pastor Jon Enter for “My Self-Worth,” a national online Bible study on
Sunday, September 27. Using the story of Mephibosheth, teens will explore the struggle with
feelings of worthlessness and inadequacy and discover the comfort found in seeing themselves
as God sees them: beloved, worthy, and his. This is the first of four online Bible studies designed
especially for teens. Learn more and register at wels.net/national-teen-bible-study.
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ALL A FAMILY OF BELIEVERS

Make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being united in spirit, and having one
mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility consider one another better
than yourselves. Philippians 2:2-3

Additional Preschool Aide Needed

St. Paul’s Lutheran School is seeking an additional Preschool Aide to support our 3K/4K
classroom. This position may be full or part time and includes assisting with daily routines,
classroom activities, and caring for our youngest learners. If you enjoy working with children
and serving in a Christ-centered environment, please contact Mrs. Jane Petoskey, Preschool
Director, for more information.

FOCUS Volunteer Appreciation Event Sept. 27| 12:00-2:00 pm

Have you volunteered with FOCUS? You're invited to a special Volunteer Appreciation Event
at FOCUS on Sunday, September 27. Enjoy an afternoon of soups, sandwiches, sundaes,
fellowship, and raffle prizes as FOCUS celebrates the volunteers who make their ministry
possible. Please RSVP by September 13 to Jen Concklin at 715-575-6859.

@ AROUND THE WELS

Rooted by the River Pro-Life Conference Sept. 12 | Virtual Option Available

Rooted by the River is a Christ-centered pro-life conference covering topics including coping,
sexual shame, Al, and conversations about abortion. Recorded virtual access is available for $40,
or $5 for students. Learn more and register at christianliferesources.com/get-
involved/events/2026-conference.

Armor of God Spiritual Retreat Oct. 8-11

Military service members, veterans, and their spouses are invited to the 2026 Spiritual Retreat,
“Armor of God: Truth & Righteousness,” at [ronwood Springs Christian Ranch near Rochester,
Minnesota. Enjoy time away for spiritual renewal through God’s Word, worship, fellowship,
and conversation with others who understand the military journey. Travel assistance is
available. Learn more and register at lutheranmilitary.org/what-we-do/spiritual-retreats.

Lutheran Pioneers 75th Anniversary Oct. 10

Celebrate 75 years of Lutheran Pioneers at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Burlington. The
celebration includes worship, historical displays, fellowship, a meal, and an anniversary
program. Former Pioneers, leaders, families, and supporters are invited to attend. RSVP at
form.jotform.com/221233377594156.
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Calendar September 6-September 13

Sunday 9:00 AM Sunday Worship
Monday Office closed for Labor Day
Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop

9:30 AM  Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
1:30 PM Spiritual Health Group in the Resource Center
4:00 PM Home Volleyball Game in the Gym

Wednesday  8:45AM School Chapel Service
6:00 PM Bible & Brews at B’s Tap House
6:00 PM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Resource Center

Thursday 7:00 AM  Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop

Sunday 7:45 AM  Bible Study in the Bible Study Room
9:00 AM Sunday Worship
10:30 AM  Foundation of the Christian Faith in the Bible Study Room
10:30 AM  Sunday School (Grades 3K-5t")

Attendance Report

Last Week’s Attendance: 252 .
Upcoming Dates

Sept. 7 Office Closed for Labor Day

Next Sunday Sept. 9 Bible Book Group Begins

Theme: Unexpected Truths: Sept. 9 Catechism Class Begins
Forgiveness Is For Me Sept.13  Sunday School Begins

Readings: Genesis 50:15-21; Ephesians 4:29-5:2; Sept.13  Foundations Class Begins

Matthew 18:21-35
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