
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

 

GOD PROVIDES EVERY PHYSICAL BLESSING
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

And he who provides seed to the 
sower and bread for food will provide 

and MULTIPLY your seed for sowing,

and will INCREASE the harvest of 
your righteousness.

- 2 Corinthians 9:10



ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

September 5, 2021

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are 
here. If you have any questions, just ask an usher or other volunteer. Please also fill out 
our Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
God provides every physical blessing. We can say that and fully believe it; 
but in the next breath, we’re wondering why God isn’t providing 
something that we are sure that we need. Or we’re wondering why he’s 
given so much more to someone else and not as much to us. The devil, the 
world, and our own sinful flesh loves to focus us on the things that we do 

not have rather than on all the blessings God gives us. That is why it is so important to 
remind ourselves of the simple, yet profound, truth that God provides us with everything 
we need.

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is green, which is the color of growth. Our faith and 
trust in God grow as we hear the Word. Our love for others also grows as we are called to 
serve them.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the questions on page 9 of this service folder.  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Service of the Word and Sacrament. Words and Music: Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. © 1993 Northwestern 
Publishing House. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903  

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole, the altar, and the pulpit.
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT
The service of word and sacrament proclaims the gospel through God’s Word and the Lord’s Supper.

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN Faith Is a Living Power from Heaven | CW 404    

Please stand.
INVOCATION
Minister (M):   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation (C):  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 
forgive us. 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ,    
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and 
of the Holy Spirit.

C:   Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE – Kyrie | CW p. 27
M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude 

and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.
C: ♫ Lord, have mercy
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M: For steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 
courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, 
O Christ.

C: ♫ Christ, have mercy.
M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer 

here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.
C: ♫ Lord, have mercy.
M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us 

in your tender care:
C: ♫ Amen.
M:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
C:  ♫ O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.    | CW p.28

Almighty God, merciful Father, you crown our life with your love,
You take away our sin; you comfort our spirit;
You make us pure and holy in your sight. 
You did not spare your only Son, 
but gave him up for us all. 
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious 
is your name in all the earth. 
O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father,
You came to live with us; 
you made your Father known;
You washed us from our sins in your own blood.
You are the King of glory; you are the Lord!
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. ♫

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve your goodness, still you provide for 
all our needs of body and soul. Grant us your Holy Spirit that we may 
acknowledge your gifts, give thanks for all your benefits, and serve you in willing 
obedience; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:      Amen.
Please be seated. 

This prayer, sometimes called 
the Collect (CAHL-ekt), is a 

concise way in which thoughts 
are “collected” from the 

readings and presented to God 
under the theme of the day.
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The Word

FIRST LESSON Exodus 16:1-15
God provided for the needs of the Israelites.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 

M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 145 | CW p.119
The pastors will sing the verses; please join to sing the refrain and “Glory be to the Father…”

SECOND LESSON 2 Corinthians 9:8-11
God has provided for all our needs.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 

M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. Human beings ate the bread of angels; 
C: he sent them all the food they could eat. Alleluia. (Psalm 78:25 NIV)

Please stand.
GOSPEL Mark 6:35-44
Jesus provides earthly bread.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Please be seated. 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

HYMN Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing | CW 443
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SERMON   True Philanthropy     

Please stand. 
CONFESSION OF FAITH - Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the 
Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation, he came down 
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 
human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was 
buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.

THE THANK OFFERING
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out 
of thanks to him. Guests, please don’t feel obligated to take part in the offering.  
We’re just happy you’re here as our guest to hear and take to heart the message 
of Jesus. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING  He’s Always Been Faithful  
 

Christians composed the Nicene 
Creed in the 4th century to defend 

the Bible’s teachings that both 
Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 
are true God, equal to the Father 
in one eternal, undivided Trinity
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Remain seated. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Lord of heaven and earth, you made all things beautiful.  You have provided green 

forests and refreshing streams. You have arranged the orderly procession of day 
and night for our work and rest.

C: Thank you for the mountains and the prairies, the roaring sea, and the gentle 
breeze.

M: Thank you for roofs that shelter us, for clothing that protects us, and for food and 
drink. Thank you for our work, for projects that are done well, and for the 
approval of supervisors and teachers. Thank you for all who serve at night to make 
our days more pleasant.

C: Thank you for associates at work, for their encouragement and praise, and for 
the joys of human friendships.

M: Thank you for our cities and our countrysides, for farms and factories, for streets 
and highways, and for all of life that flows so swiftly before us.

C: Thank you for children at play, their boundless energy, and their shouts of joy 
and laughter.

M: Thank you for the morning greetings we receive, and for all the smiles that come 
from faces loved by you.

C: Thank you for Christian parents, for their affection and their care.
M: Hear us, Lord, as we give thanks for personal blessings.

Silent Prayer

M: Thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, for his coming to us in Word and 
sacraments, for his giving and forgiving, and for listening to our prayers. Receive 
our gifts and offerings as our sacrifice of praise.

C: Lead us in thankful living today and always. Amen.

Please stand.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
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The Sacrament

THE PREFACE                              | CW p. 33                                                                               
M:    The Lord be with you.                                                                                         
C:  ♫ And also with you. 
M:    Lift up your hearts. 
C: ♫ We lift them up to the Lord.
M:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  ♫ It is right to give him thanks and praise.

M:  Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!   In love he has 
blessed us with every spiritual blessing.  He sends his Holy Spirit to testify that we are 
his children and to strengthen us when we are weak.  Now have come the salvation and 
the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him 
who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory 
for ever and ever.

C:  ♫ Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. | CW p. 34
The whole earth is full of your glory. 
You are my God, and I will exalt you. 
I will give you thanks, 
for you have become my salvation.

          Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
The whole earth is full of your glory.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. | CW p.35
C:  ♫ Amen.

While we typically recall this song as 
being from Isaiah 6:3, the rest of this 

version of this song comes from Psalm 
118. Verse 28: “You are my God and I 
will exalt you.” Verse 21: “I will give 
you thanks, for you answered me; you 

have become my salvation.”
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C:  ♫ O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace.  
Amen. ♫

Please be seated and await the direction of the ushers.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord | CW 309
O Living Bread from Heaven | CW 314

Please stand.
THANKSGIVING | CW p. 36
C:  ♫ Thank the Lord and sing his praise. Tell ev'ryone what he has done.

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name.
He renews his promises And leads his people forth in joy
With shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia! Alleluia! ♫

M: Let us pray together.
C:  Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 

here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of 
your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his 
true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a 
new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

or Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.        
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 
Lord with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face 
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give 
you peace. 

C:  ♫ Amen.  Amen. Amen. ♫
Be seated.

CLOSING HYMN Praise to God, Immortal Praise| CW 612

This hymn is yet another 
prayer of thanksgiving for all 

that God has given us!
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. In Exodus 14, God opened the Red Sea so the Israelites could cross on dry land. In 
chapter 15, they sang songs of praise to God for delivering them from the Egyptians. 
What adjectives best describe their attitude in this reading from chapter 16? Where 
do you see that attitude in the world today? Where do you see it in your heart?

2. Before Jesus fed the 5,000, he told the disciples to feed everyone. For what reasons 
might Jesus have done this? He already knew what he was going to do. For what 
reasons might God cause difficult, even seemingly impossible, situations to come 
into our lives? 

3. In our verses from 2 Corinthians, Paul talks a lot about seed, harvest, bread, and 
food. Is he talking about actual food or something else? What is the point of these 
pictures?

4. Reread 2 Corinthians 9:8 and count how many times Paul uses the word “all” or 
“every.” For what reasons might he do that? What does each one of those words add 
to the message of this verse?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY: Ephesians
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

BACK TO BIBLE STUDY

Now that classes are underway at schools and colleges, it is time for 
Bible studies to resume, too. Come meet with fellow Christians and 
grow in your faith!  Classes starting this week include:

Foundations of the Christian Faith Wednesdays at 6:30-7:30 PM
Review the basics of the Christin faith and what we teach at St. Paul’s.

Bible Book Group Wednesdays at 6:30-8:00 PM
Dive into the Book of Jeremiah.

Ongoing studies welcoming new members:
Men’s Bible Study Tuesdays at 6:45-7:45 AM
Women Walking in the Word Tuesdays at 9:45-11:00 AM
Men’s Small Group Thursdays at 7:00-7:45 AM 

SUNDAY BIBLE HOUR STARTS NEXT WEEK Sept. 12 | 9:15-10:15 AM

There are classes for the entire family! Children in 3K through 6th grade meet for age-
appropriate Sunday School lessons and activities.  Public school 7th-8th grade students 
study the catechism and Bible history.  Our teens and adults are currently taking an in-
depth look at the Letter to the Ephesians. Hope to see you during Bible Hour next 
Sunday. 

COME FOR THE HYMN SING Sept. 19 | 9:15-10:15 AM

During Bible Hour on Sept. 19, we will hold a hymn sing featuring music from the new 
hymnal. We will hear and sing along with a video recording of choirs of students from 
Martin Luther College and Luther Preparatory School, and a children’s choir from 
Brookfield, Wisconsin.  Come join us for the fun!
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OFFERING FOR THE NEIGHBORHOOD TABLE Sept. 12

St. Paul’s is once again sponsoring the community meal at The Neighborhood Table. A 
special offering to cover the cost of the Sept. 23 meal will be taken next Sunday. For more 
info on this meal, visit theneighborhoodtable.org.

 “DRUM PARTS” NEEDED Sept. 7

St. Paul's received grant money this year to purchase a new music curriculum called 
Quaver Music. Mrs. Fiecko's 7th & 8th graders are starting the year with a unit on the 
music of Latin America! The group will be creating their own drums to perform with and 
is in need of supplies. Can you help? Please drop off any of these items by Tuesday, 
September 7th. Thank you!

• clean 5 gallon buckets
• clean, large coffee cans
• clean, large empty lard containers 

or other 2 gallon plastic food containers
• colored duct tape
• clear packaging tape (Ready-Post tape)
• small rubber balls (bouncy balls) 
• 14" wooden dowels
• twine

HELP WITH PROJECT AT CAMP PHILLIP Sept. 7-25

Updates to the camp director’s house at Camp Phillip begin this week. Help is needed 
Tuesdays-Saturdays for the next three weeks. You are welcome to help for the day, for a 
week, or for the entire project. Some on-site housing is available for volunteers. For more 
information, visit kingdomworkers.com/volunteer. Camp Phillip is located in Wautoma.

WILLING WORKERS SET DATE FOR SALE Nov 6 & 7

Willing Workers Annual Bake/Craft Sale is scheduled for November 6 & 7th.  If you have 
a tree that is producing more apples than you need, they are again planning to make 
apple pies and would appreciate donations of apples.  If you are canning pickles, jams 
and jellies, please save a few to add to the sale offerings. Also any knit, crochet, 
woodwork, or artwork would be welcome.  All proceeds from the sale go to support 
church projects.  Please join us in support of our church!
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TIME TO SUBSCRIBE

You can receive discounted prices on Forward in Christ and Meditations 
magazines by subscribing through St. Paul’s. Forward in Christ will help you 
see that God’s Word is at work in all corners of the Synod. Monthly issues 
contain inspiring personal stories, timely devotions, enlightening Bible studies, and more. 
Meditations is a quarterly devotional booklet offering daily Scripture-based 
encouragement from God's Word. Examples of these magazines can be found on the table 
across from the mailslots. Forward in Christ is delivered to your home for $13.50/year. 
Meditations is delivered to your church mailslot for $16.00/year. To subscribe, please 
contact the church office by Sept. 30: 715-421-3634 or churchoffice@stpaulswr.org.

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A WAY TO SUPPORT THE MINISTRY OF ST. PAUL’S? 

Could you spare a few paid hours each week to be a part of our team? We have openings 
for Childcare Workers, an Administrative Assistant, and a Janitor. We can be flexible on 
hours and days of the week. These are great opportunities for college students or mature 
high school students to make extra money during the school year, or for a retired person to 
supplement their income. Contact us to see if you are a good fit: 715-421-3634 or 
churchoffice@stpaulswr.org.

RETURN TO WITTENBERG Sept. 10-12

Join pastors and laymen in Tomah, WI for encouragement, fellowship, 
and instruction in God’s Word. The keynote speaker will give a three-
part presentation entitled “How Gospel-Cherishing People Lawfully 
Resist Unlawful Authority,” and there will be a presentation on 
“Adiaphora: Why We Should Not Be Indifferent to ‘Indifferent Things.” 
For more information and to register, visit returntowittenberg.org

NPH LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITY

Northwestern Publishing House (NPH) connects people with God’s Word through the 
publishing and sales of trustworthy Christian books and gifts. NPH is currently seeking 
an experienced business leader to serve as its President. This is a full-time, salaried 
position located at NPH’s office in the WELS Center for Mission and Ministry in 
Waukesha, WI. If you would like more information or are interested in being considered 
for this position, please visit nph.net/join-our-team or call Bill Ziche at 414-615-5778.
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CALENDAR September 5-12

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria

10:30 AM Worship

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Unified Board Meetings

WEDNESDAY 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the cafeteria

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center
9:15 AM Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Sunday School (grades 3K-6)

10:30 AM Worship 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sept. 12 Special Offering 
for the Neighborhood Table

Sept. 19 Hymn Sing 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 
Last Week’s Attendance:  231   

From July 1, 2021 to September 2, 2021 
Actual ministry income:  $ 239,924
Actual cost of ministry: $ 194,377

Mortgage balance:  $1,225,028

Organ Fund balance: $ 27,720

Psalm 119:11 (NIV)

 

SUNDAY BIBLE HOUR
9:15-10:15 AM

Bring the whole family!
In-person Sunday School 

for ages 3K-6th grade
Catechism for 7th-8th grade

Bible Study for 
teens and adults

Launch Date: Sept. 12
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


