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TAKES UP ITS CROSSES

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

September 3, 2023

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Service
Some churches teach that if one follows God, God responds by granting 
prosperity and peace. Today Jesus teaches that is nonsense. The Son of God tells 
us that if we are his disciple, if we are part of his Church, we will have to bear 
crosses. Believers will suffer in this world, oftentimes for no other reason than 
they are believers. It is painful to struggle against the temptations and priorities 
of this world. It can be agonizing to face the same scorn and ridicule Jesus faced.

Why bother? We carry our crosses in gratitude for Jesus carrying his cross, one too heavy for us 
to bear because it was weighted down with our sin. We carry our crosses because we know that 
in those moments of struggle, we are forced to turn to Christ and rely on his strength. The 
church takes up its crosses, because this is the Christian path, the one Jesus himself walked: first 
the cross, then the crown.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 11 of this service folder or 
Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal.  

Those Serving in Worship
Pastor Lucas Proeber; Accompanist Marilyn Foley; Soloist Rose Paul

Acknowledgements
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The Service: Setting Four
Setting Four is newer to us; it is not found in the hymnal. The song leaders will assist with the new elements. 
Please use this service folder and screens to guide your worship.

Hymn 529 In the Cross of Christ I Glory

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy

Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. Tune: © 2021 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory to God in the Highest
The verses and the first refrain will be sung by the song leaders/pastor. Please join to sing the subsequent refrains and 
the final “Glory to God,” as noted.

 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we 
praise you for your glory.    Refrain
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer, 
receive our prayer.    Refrain
 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father.    Refrain

Following the final refrain:

Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. Tune: © 2002 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
Almighty God, your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our 
redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow him wherever he leads; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Be seated
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First Reading Jeremiah 15:15–21

Jeremiah shares his frustration with God because of the crosses he bore. In response, God 
lovingly refocuses Jeremiah on his powerful love.
15 O LORD, you understand.
Remember me and care for me.
Take vengeance for me on those who persecute me.
You are slow to anger.
Do not take me away.
Keep in mind that for your sake I bear disgrace.
16 Your words came to me, and I devoured them.
Your words became my joy,
the delight of my heart,
because I bear your name,
O LORD God of Armies.
17 I did not sit with the band of partygoers,
nor did I celebrate with them.
I sat alone, because your hand was upon me.
You filled me with indignation.
18 Why is my pain unending?
Why is my wound incurable, refusing to heal?
Will you be as deceptive as an intermittent stream to me,
like a source of water that a person can’t depend on?
19 Therefore this is what the LORD says.
If you repent, I will take you back,
so that you may stand before me.
If what you say is worthwhile and not worthless,
you will be my spokesman.
They must turn to you,
but you must not turn to them.
20 I will make you like a bronze wall to this people.
They will fight against you,
but they will not overcome you,
because I am with you to save you
and to rescue you, declares the LORD.
21 I will rescue you from the hand of the wicked,
and I will deliver you from the grasp of the ruthless. (EHV)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm of the Day 31A In You, O LORD, I Have Taken Refuge

In the midst of crosses, no matter how severe, the Church commits herself to the Lord.

 
In you, LORD, I have taken / refuge;
    let me never be / put to shame.
        Into your hands I commit my / spirit;
            deliver me, LORD, my / faithful God.
 
My life is consumed by / anguish
    and my years by / groaning;
        my strength fails because of my af- / fliction,
            and my / bones grow weak.   Refrain
 
My times are / in your hands;
    deliver me from the hands of my enemies, from those who pur- / sue me.
        Let your face shine on your / servant;
            save me in your un- / failing love.
 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
    and to the Holy / Spirit,
        as it was in the be- / ginning,
            is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain
Tune: Hal H. Hopson; arr. Dale A. Witte. Setting: Hal H. Hopson; arr. Dale A. Witte. Music: © 1985 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Second Reading Romans 8:18–25

No matter what they are, the current crosses we bear are not worth comparing to the glory we 
will experience in heaven.

18 For I conclude that our sufferings at the present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory that is going to be revealed to us. 19 In fact, creation is waiting with eager longing for the 
sons of God to be revealed. 20 For creation was subjected to futility, not by its own will, but by 
the will of the one who subjected it, in the hope 21 that even creation itself will be set free from 
slavery to corruption, in order to share in the glorious freedom of the children of God.

22 For we know that all of creation is groaning with birth pains right up to the present 
time. 23 And not only creation, but also we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly while we eagerly await our adoption as sons, the redemption of our 
body. 24 Indeed, it was for this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is not hope, because 
who hopes for what he already sees? 25 But if we hope for something we do not see, we eagerly 
wait for it with patient endurance. (EHV)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Mark 8:34

Tune: © 2002, 2021 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Gospel Matthew 16:21–26

In following Jesus, the Church will first meet a cross; but a crown will come one day.
21 From that time, Jesus began to show his disciples that he had to go to Jerusalem and 

suffer many things from the elders, chief priests, and experts in the law, and be killed, and on 
the third day be raised again.

22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “May you receive mercy, Lord! 
This will never happen to you.”

23 But Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a snare to me because 
you are not thinking the things of God, but the things of men.”

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to follow me, let him deny himself, take 
up his cross, and follow me. 25 In fact whoever wants to save his life will lose it, and whoever 
loses his life for my sake will find it. 26 After all, what will it benefit a person if he gains the 
whole world, but forfeits his soul? Or what can a person give in exchange for his soul?” (EHV)

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 831 Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me

Sermon God Doesn't Give Us What We Deserve

Stand

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
        maker of heaven and earth,
        of all that is,
        seen and unseen.
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
        eternally begotten of the Father,
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
        begotten, not made,
        of one being with the Father.
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Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
        and became truly human.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
    He suffered death and was buried.
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the Lord, the giver of life,
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
        who in unity with the Father and the Son 
            is worshiped and glorified,
        who has spoken through the prophets.
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church
Today, the prayer will be offered by individual petitions. Each petition will end this way:
 Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
 
The final petition will end this way:
...who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Special Prayers This Week
† Deb and Terry are celebrating their 35th wedding anniversary.
† Comfort for Hilde Henkel’s brother, Scott, in his loss and strengthen his faith.
† Pastor Proeber received a call to serve as a home missionary in Bentonville-Centerton, Arkansas. 
†
†  
†
†
†  
†   
†
†  
†  
†   
  

 

 


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Connect Card and Offering
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering Blessings
 

The Sacrament

Stand

Preface

Questions for Examination 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this. 
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Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer  © 2021 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that 
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 
until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy

Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. Tune: © 2002 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your Son, 
Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from 
sin, death, and the devil’s power.
 
    By his incarnation, he became one with us.
    By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.
    By his innocent death, he overcame hell.
    By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant 
and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true 
faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done
  on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
 as we forgive those
 who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
 and the glory are yours
 now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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O Christ, Lamb of God

Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. Tune: © 2002 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Be seated

Distribution

Distribution Hymn 663 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness
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Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn 867 Afflicted Saint, to Christ Draw Near
Join to sing following the second verse.
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Take Home Questions

1. The Gospel from Matthew 16 has a fascinating comparison in it. Last week, we heard 
Peter's confession that Jesus is the Christ, which Jesus blesses. This week, Jesus calls Peter 
"Satan" for what he says. Discuss the following: a) When do we find ourselves in the same 
place as Peter--understanding God, but also struggling with applying God's plan to our 
lives? b) When might we be tempted to have in mind the things of men rather than the 
things of God? c) Agree or disagree and explain: It seems extreme for Jesus to go so far as 
to call Peter "Satan."

2. Creation is groaning in "birth pains." Discuss that comparison, using these thoughts to get 
the ball rolling: Why do birth pains exist? What's the end goal of birth pains? What will 
the end goal of creation be like?

3. We often focus on "taking up our crosses." There's nothing wrong with that, but what 
about the other part of that verse? Jesus says to those who wish to follow him: "Let him 
deny himself." What does that look like in our day and age? What does that look like in 
your life with your own personal past experiences, struggles, etc.?

4. For more on the concept of hope, look at Romans 5:1-5. Note the natural progression. Why 
is it so important to remind ourselves of the hope that we have in Christ?
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News & Announcements

Sunday’s Bible Study
Meeting the Ups & Downs of Life:
Unmet Expectations 
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the Google Meet link, contact Pastor Proeber.

New Evening Worship Opportunity This Wednesday Sept. 6 | 6:30 PM

Join us for our first monthly Compline Service on Wednesday at 6:30 pm.  This evening service 
will be offered once a month on the first Wednesday of the month and is expected to take only 
a half hour. The service focuses on God’s forgiveness and peace, and Holy Communion will be 
offered. 

Bible Book Group Begins Sept. 6 | 7:00-8:00 PM

Come dig deeper into the book of Numbers at the Bible Book Group on Wednesdays. The group 
usually meets 6:30-8:00 pm. However, this week they will be starting a half-hour later at 7:00 
pm, so participants can attend the Compline service if they wish. The group meets in the 
Resource Center and invites others to join them.

Gearing Up for Fall Small Groups
A few people have volunteered to serve as for hosts and facilitators for fall small groups. We 
would welcome more. You can sign up at the Ministry Table. We hope to nail down days and 
time of the new groups soon, so listen for announcements about start dates.

Monthly Senior Social Coming in September Sept. 13 | 2:00 PM

Anyone who considers themselves a senior is invited to St. Paul’s Senior Social. This monthly 
event will be held on the second Wednesday of the month from 2:00-4:00 pm in the cafeteria. 
Come to visit, play cards or a game, or work on a jigsaw puzzle. If you want, you can bring a 
snack to share and your own beverage.

Do You Have a Heart for Working with Teens?
We have over 30 high school aged students in our congregation, and another season of St. Paul’s 
youth group (SPYs) is about to begin.  Would you be interested in taking the lead in this exciting 
ministry?  Pastor Proeber and Randy Pahl would assist you in this endeavor. Contact Randy Pahl 
(rpahl@stpaulswr.org), for more information about how you can get started.  
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Help Feed the Community Sept. 21 | 4:00 PM

St. Paul’s is serving at FOCUS Neighborhood Meals (formerly The Neighborhood Table) on 
Thursday, Sept. 21 from 4:00 to 6:30 pm. Volunteers are needed to serve meals, clean up, and 
make the guests feel welcome. Teens can serve with a parent. Signup sheets are on the Ministry 
Table. The meal is served in the dining room of the Sparhawk Building (2321 W Grand Ave). 

Donate Cookies for the Community Meal 
In addition to serving the FNM meal, we will be providing cookies. Homemade goods are no longer 
allowed; they must be store-bought. Please bring your donations to the church by Sept. 20.

Willing Workers Open to All Sept. 14 | 6:30 pm

All ladies and interested gentlemen are invited to attend is the next meeting of St. Paul’s Willing 
Workers on Thursday, Sept. 14th at 6:30 pm in the dining room. There will be discussion about 
the upcoming Craft and Bake Sale and planning for other activities to occur in the months ahead. 
Come and see how your willingness to serve can benefit St. Paul’s – your church and school.

Help Clean the Classrooms 
Our school needs volunteers twice a week to vacuum carpet and empty garbage & recycling in 
our classrooms.  This is usually done on Wednesday and Friday/Saturday. We are flexible on 
time of day. Consider volunteering as a family or teaming up with a friend. Signups can be found 
on the Ministry Table or on our website, stpaulswr.org/school.

Convention for Lutheran Seniors in Stevens Point Oct 10-13

It is not often that we have a large event like this so close to home. If you are 55 or up, you are 
invited to hear presenters speak on The Changing Scenes of Life, The Next Decade and the Vital 
Role WELS Senior Will Play, and A Christian in the World of NBA. Pastor Proeber has been 
invited to lead one of the worship services. There will also be workshops, a silent auction, and 
food. There is a discount if you register by Sept. 10. For more info, see the Ministry Table or visit 
WELS.net/events.

Share Your Talents by Making Something for the Fall Sale
As the cool weather begins to drift into autumn days, perhaps you find yourself baking a bit 
more often or canning what God provided in this summer’s garden.  Maybe you dusted off the 
sewing machine or started to thumb through crafting ideas for the upcoming holiday decorating 
seasons.  If any of these activities are starting to fill your days, consider what can be donated to 
this year’s annual bake and craft sale (Nov. 4&5). We are hoping to provide a wide range of goods 
for sale to help fund projects at St. Paul’s. Please share your talent by creating items at home 
that can be sold in November. If you prefer to give a monetary donation to defray the cost of 
others doing the baking, we certainly appreciate that as well! 
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Calendar September 3-10

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 

10:30 AM Worship
 

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 
4:00 PM HOME Panther Volleyball Game in the gym

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
6:30 PM Compline Service
7:00 PM Bible Book Group in the Resource Center
7:15 PM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the cafeteria

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
4:30 PM Panther Volleyball Game at St. Peter’s, Schofield

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 3K-6th

10:30 AM Worship 

Attendance 
Last Week’s Attendance:  222

Next Sunday
Theme: The Church of God Is Willing 

to Say Hard Things
Readings: Ezekiel 33:7-11; Galatians 2:11-16; 

Matthew 18:15-20

Upcoming Events
Sept. 10 Sunday School Begins
Sept. 13 St. Paul’s Senior Social
Sept. 14 Willing Workers Meeting
Sept. 21 Serving at FOCUS Neighborhood Meals
Oct. 10-13 Convention for Lutheran Seniors

in Stevens Point

SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS 
NEXT WEEK

Sunday, Sept. 10 
9:15-10:15 AM

For grades 3K-6th

Your kids will hear about Jesus
in an age-appropriate 

environment. They will learn the 
Bible history stories, and how 

they apply to their lives. 
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


