
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

THE CHURCH OF GOD 
REALLY KNOWS JESUS

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

August 27, 2023

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Service
Jesus asked, “Who do you say that I am?” Make no mistake. That is the most 
important question in the world. And it is a question every human must answer. 
A complimentary answer can still be dead wrong. Some in Jesus’ day thought he 
was John the Baptist or the prophet Elijah come back from the dead. 
Complimentary, but dead wrong. Today plenty of people believe Jesus existed. 
They believe he was a wise teacher or a role model for love. Complimentary, but 

dead wrong if missing the main point. Jesus is both Lord and Savior, the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God. This truth is the core of saving faith. It is the central message God has called our 
church to proclaim. What does God want in a church? He wants a church that really knows 
Jesus.

Those Serving in Worship
Pastor Lucas Proeber; Organist Sue Kulhanek; Instrumentalist Kristi Perry

Acknowledgements
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Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.
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The Service: Setting Two
Setting Two begins on page 172 of the hymnal

Welcome

Hymn 621 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father, 

we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. 
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. 
    We have done those things that we should not have done, 
        and we have not done those things that we should have done. 
    Have mercy on us, Lord! 
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, 
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 174

Tune: Marty Haugen; © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 176
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Tune: Marty Haugen  © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

10:30 – New Member Reception

The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Almighty God, grant us to know your Son, Jesus, to be the way, the truth, and the 
life that we may boldly confess him to be the Christ and steadfastly walk in the way that leads 
to life eternal; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Exodus 34:5–9

God proclaimed to Moses what he was like; that, too, is the Church’s duty—to tell the world 
who Christ is and what he is like.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 138A Your Praises, God, I’m Bringing

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle. Tune: Heinrich Isaac. Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 Tune: Public domain
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Second Reading Romans 10:5–13

Those who really know Jesus believe in their heart and confess with their mouth that he is Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation John 6:68

Pastor sings:
Lord, to whom / shall we go?
You have the words of e- / ternal life.

Refrain
Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Gospel Matthew 16:13–20

God builds his Church on this truth: Jesus is the Messiah, the Christ, the Son of the living God.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 510 In Christ Alone

Sermon Christ Builds His Church
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Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen.

8:00 – New Member Reception

Be seated

Prayer of the Church
Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ. 
Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us.
Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today.

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with a love 
like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people.
Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve.

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each other 
with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of keeping 
their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and make them a 
blessing to others.
Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds.
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Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for those 
who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to defend 
those who cannot defend themselves.
Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to all.

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome unbelief, 
and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus has forgiven 
their sins and opened the gates of heaven.
Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you.

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers, 
spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Connect Card and Offering
Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card. After a few moments, the ushers 
will come forward to collect the offering. You may place your Connect Card and any 
offering you brought in the plate as it is passed. Moved by God’s love in Christ, we 
offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering In Christ Alone

Hymn 543 O Jesus, King Most Wonderful

Special Prayers This Week
† Dale & June Kretschmer are celebrating their 55th wedding anniversary on Aug. 31
† Bill & Cynde Joosten are celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary on Sept. 1
† Charles Schroeder is celebrating his 93rd birthday on Sept. 2
† Pastor Proeber received a call to serve as a home missionary in Bentonville-Centerton, Arkansas. 
†
†
†  
†   
†
†  
†  
†   
  

 

 


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Stand

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 
read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 869 Onward, Christian Soldiers
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Take Home Questions

1. God gives two possible ways in which he deals with people in Exodus 34:5-9. Describe 
those two ways. What leads to each outcome? What can you add to these verses from the 
other readings or from other sections of Scripture? Finally, what does the reality of these 
two (and only two) possible outcomes lead you to do?

2. Compare Romans 10:9 with Matthew 7:21-23. First, what stands out to you? Second, what is 
the sad reality of some who "prophesy, drive out demons, and perform many miracles" in 
the Lord's name? Third, what is the difference between those people and those who are 
saved?

3. Think of the different ways in which people today (perhaps even in your life) might answer 
the question, "Who is Jesus?". If you're in a group setting, share what some of those 
opinions are. Then, discuss how you would lovingly share the truth about Jesus' real 
identity with that person.

4. The Hymn of the Day is meant to summarize and emphasize the theme of the entire 
service. Look at the words of today's Hymn of the Day, "In Christ Alone," either in a 
hymnal or by Googling it. In what way does each verse of the hymn add something to the 
truth of who Jesus is?
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News & Announcements

Sunday’s Bible Study 
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the Google Meet link, contact Pastor Proeber.

Foundations Course Begins Wednesday Aug. 30 | 7:15 PM

Pastor Plagenz will hold a Bible information class Wednesday evenings from 7:15 to 8:30 in the 
cafeteria. Foundations of the Christian Faith is twelve lessons covering the basics of Christianity 
and what we believe and teach at St. Paul’s. The class also serves as the introduction to 
membership at our church. So, after learning what we believe and teach through this class, if 
you would like to become a member of St. Paul’s, we would happily welcome you into our family 
of believers here. Three units divide the lessons into easy-to-digest segments by examining a 
broken and restored relationship, our vertical relationship with God, and our horizontal 
relationship with each other. If you’re already a member, you’re definitely still welcome. Come 
to be refreshed with the core teachings of the Bible. Better yet, invite a friend to come study 
with you. 

Meeting the Ups and Downs of Life Sept. 3 | 9:15-10:15 AM

When we face challenges, we need God's help and guidance. We need his reassurance that he is 
with us. We need him to strengthen our faith. Beginning on Sept. 3, our Sunday morning Bible 
class will look at some normal experiences we face during our lives and the spiritual struggles 
that go along with those experiences. In other words, we will put God’s Word into practice as 
we discuss things that we will likely experience or have already experienced. We will view both 
blessings and challenges through the lens of faith so that neither will lead us away from God's 
gift of eternal life, and so that, in all things—whether ups or downs—we will glorify God. The 
study meets in the cafeteria from 9:15-10:15 am. Come for some encouragement from God’s 
Word.

New Evening Worship Opportunity Begins in September Sept. 6 | 6:30 PM

Our summer Monday night services come to an end this Monday, Aug. 28. But we realize that 
there are people who, because of their work schedule or other circumstances, cannot make it to 
Sunday worship consistently. We still want them to be able to hear the gospel, receive the 
Sacrament, and connect with their church family. Therefore, we are offering a once-a-month 
worship service called Compline (or Prayer at the Close of Day) on the first Wednesday of the 
month. Our first Compline service will be held on September 6th beginning at 6:30 pm. This 
service is also open to anyone who wants a midweek gospel respite. 
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Sunday School Begins in Two Weeks Sept. 10 | 9:15-10:15 AM

Children need encouragement in their faith, too. Sunday School is an opportunity for kids in  
3K-6th grade to hear about Jesus in an age-appropriate environment. They will not only learn 
Bible history stories, but also how those lessons apply to their lives. While the children are in 
Sunday School, parents are welcome to grow in their own faith by attending the Bible study in 
the cafeteria. 

Host and/or Facilitate a Small Group
We hope to add to our offerings of small groups and need people who are willing to serve as 
facilitators and/or hosts for 4-6 weeks.  Hosts would open their homes as a meeting site, while 
facilitators would lead the group activities. You can choose a day and time that works well for 
you. This is a short-term commitment; if after serving this fall, you feel this ministry is not a 
good fit for you, you can bow out. For more information, contact Pastor Proeber or Judy 
Stensberg in the church office. There is also a signup sheet on the Ministry Table.

Monthly Senior Social Coming in September Sept. 13 | 2:00 pm

Anyone who considers themselves a senior is invited to St. Paul’s Senior Social. This monthly 
event will be held on the second Wednesday of the month from 2:00-4:00 pm in the cafeteria. 
Come to visit, play cards or a game, or work on a jigsaw puzzle. If you want, you can bring a 
snack to share and your own beverage.

Do You Have a Heart for Working with Teens?
We have over 30 high school aged students in our congregation, and another season of St. Paul’s 
youth group (SPYs) is about to begin.  Would you be interested in taking the lead in this exciting 
ministry?  Pastor Proeber and Randy Pahl would assist you in this endeavor. Contact Randy Pahl 
(rpahl@stpaulswr.org), for more information about how you can get started.  

Help Feed the Community Sept. 21 | 4:00 PM

St. Paul’s is serving at FOCUS Neighborhood Meals (formerly The Neighborhood Table) on 
Thursday, Sept. 21 from 4:00 to 6:30 pm. Volunteers are needed to serve meals, clean up, and 
make the guests feel welcome. Teens can serve with a parent. Signup sheets are on the Ministry 
Table. The meal is served in the dining room of the Sparhawk Building (2321 W Grand Ave). 

Give Our Students a Clean Learning Environment 
Our school needs volunteers twice a week to vacuum carpet and empty garbage & recycling in 
our classrooms.  This is usually done on Wednesday and Friday/Saturday. We are flexible on 
time of day. Consider volunteering as a family or teaming up with a friend. Signups can be found 
on the Ministry Table or on our website, StPaulsWR.org/school.
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Calendar August 27- September 3

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 

10:30 AM Worship
 

Monday 6:00 PM Worship

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
7:15 PM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the cafeteria

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria

10:30 AM Worship 

Attendance 
Last Week’s Attendance:  228

Next Sunday
Theme: The Church of God Takes Up Its Crosses
Readings: Jeremiah 15:15-21; Romans 8:18-25; 

Matthew 16:21-26

Upcoming Events
Sept. 3 Meeting the Ups and Downs of Life
Sept. 6 Compline Service
Sept. 10 Sunday School Begins
Sept. 13 St. Paul’s Senior Social
Sept. 21 Serving at FOCUS Neighborhood Meals

To receive discounted 
pricing, subscribe through 

the church by Sept. 15.
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org

Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


